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PREFACE. 


1  HE  importance  of  the  Work  now  offered 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Public,  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  a  Ocneral  Review  of  the  various 
matter  it  contains. 

The  Subject  is  in  many  respects  new  ;  while  the 
Details  which  are  given  will  be  found  interesting 
in  no  common  degree  ;  inasmuch  as  the  renovation 
of  the  Morals  of  a  numerous  body  of  Individuals, 
and  the  protection  of  vast  masses  of  Commercial  Pro- 
perty against  Fraud  and  Depredation,  is  the  principal 
object  in  view. 

In  discussing  a  great  variety  of  topics,  which  will 
>  

cpirte  under  the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Trea- 
tise, almost  every  rank  of  Society  will  find  beneficial 
Information  ;  but  particularly  those  Classes  who  are 
concerned  in  Navigation  and  Commerce,  and  who 
follow  Nautical  Pursuits. 

From  the  numerous  ramifications  of  a  Commercial 
intercourse  of  unexampled  extent  and  magnitude, 

a  multitudes 


muUitiidesof  Inilividuals  concerned  in  different  kinds 
of  Property  exposed  to  danger  on  the  River  Thames^ 
become  more  or  less  interested.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
Said  to  nf^ect  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  men 
of  Property  in  the  whole  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
almost  every  person  engaged  hi  Commercial  and 
Nautical  Pursuits  in  every  part  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, since  all  are  exposed,  more  or  less,  to  the 
injuries  and  inconveniences  which  the  suggestions 
contained  in  this  Work  arc  meant  to  remove  and  to 
prevent. 

To  judge  accurately  respecting  the  numerous 
Public  wrongs,  which  arc  (Ict;iilcil  in  tliis  Volume, 
the   Reader   is  referred   to  the  unexampled  ma-r- 
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mderable  degree  wherever  Trade  is  carried  on.  The 
Legislative  System  therefore,  which  has  been  pro- 
posed to  prevent  these  Depredations,  and  which  is 
particularly  explained  in  the  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Chapters,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  and  useful  to 
every  -Commercial  Port  in  the  British  Empire,  inas- 
much as  the  remedies  which  are  suggested,  are  in 
many  respects  applicable  to  every  situation,  and  to 
most  circumstances  which  arc  likely  to  occur, 

A  source  of  general  information,  (in  many  re- 
spects new,)  respecting  the  various  authorities  under 
whose  jurisdiction  the  Police  of  the  River  is  con- 
ducted, will  be  found  detailed  in  the  Tenth,  Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth  Chapters;  while 
the  Penal  Laws  which  attach  to  Maritime  Offences, 
and  particularly  to  Local  Injuries,  as  they  relate  to 
the  Thames  below  and  above  London  Bridge,  cannot 
fail  to  be  useful  and  interesting  ;  and  to  those  who 
follow  Nautical  Pursuits,  the  Abridged  View  of  the 
Statutes  applicable  to  these  affairs,  detailed  in  the 
Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Chapters,  and  the  General 
Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Port  of  London,  which 
are  comprised  in  the  Seventeenth  Chapter,  (a  Com- 
pendium never  before  published,)  can  hardly  fail  to 
be  acceptable,  since  every  material  duty  to  be  per- 
formed, and  every  evil  to  be  avoided,  is  brought 
within  a  very  narrow  compass* 

a  'I  For 
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For  the  purpose  of  securing  purity,  and  regular 
and  proper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  under 
the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  a  perusal  of  the 
Instructions  under  which  the  various  Classes  act, 
as  detailed  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VII.  will  shew 
the  labour  which  has  been  bestowed  in  systematizing 
this  part  of  the  design,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
their  ser\'iccs  effective  and  useful. 

The  Author  has  endeavoured  in  this  Work,  to 
draw  a  circle  round  every  object  that  can  be  con- 
sidered in  any  degree  useful  to  the  Commerce  and 
Navigation  of  the  River  Thames ;  and  under  an 
impression  that  all  that  can  be  considered  important 
or  necessary  will  be  found  within  this  Circle,  he 
humbly  hopes,  that  his  anxious  labours  to  promote 
the  interest  and  extend  the  security  of  the  Public, 
will  not  prove  in  vain. 

He  has  only  to  regret,  that  in  an  investigation  so 
laborious  and  extensive,  where  much  time  and  atten- 
tion is  necessary,  the  numerous  interruptions  he  has 
experienced  in  consequence  of  the  various  Public 
Duties  he  has  been  called  uix)n  to  perform,  may 
have  unavoidably  occasioned  imperfections,  which, 
under  other  circumstances,  could  neither  have  oc- 
curred nor  famished  an  excuse  for  soliciting  th© 
indulgence  of  the  Reader. 

With 
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With  respect  however  to  the  legal  part  of  the 
Work,  where  the  danger  of  misleading  the  Public 
is  not  only  obvious^  but  would  in  this  or  any  other 
instance  be  unpardonable,  the  utmost  attention  has 
been  bestowed  with  respect  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
Abridgeaients  of '  the  Statute  Laws,  thcfe  being 
stript  of  many  of  those  terms  which  arc  not  familiar 
to  common  Readers,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  prove 
beneficial  in  conveying  that  species  of  useful  know- 
ledge to  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  easily  obtained,  wliilc  it  fur- 
nishes a  kind  of  Index  to  the  principal  Statutes  at 
large,  which  relate  to  Navigation,  Commerce,  and 
Nautical  Offences,  in  all  instances  where  interest  or 
curiosity  impels  the  mind  to  pursue  more  elaborate 
researches. 

Where  Offences  arc  exposed,  and  various  classes 
of  Individuals  implicated  in  the  details  which  are 
given  in  this  Work,  it  is  from  a  genuine  desire  to 
warn  those  whose  errors  and  vices  arc  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Public,  against  a  repetition  of  the 
same  evil  courses. 

It  is  not  punishment  in  any  case,  but  prcvcniioii 
in  all,  which  has  stimulated  the  Author  to  record 
those  various  proceedings  which  constitute  the  mass 
of  turpitude,  which  has  so  long  afflicted  the  Trade 
of  the  River  Thames, 

A  hope 


For  the  purpose  of  securing  purity,  and  regular 
and  proper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  under 
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With  respect  however  to  the  legal  part  of  the 
Work,  where  the  danger  of  misleading  the  Public 
IS  not  only  obvious,  but  would  in  this  or  any  other 
instance  be  unpardonable,  the  utmost  attention  has 
been  bestowed  with  respect  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
Abridgements  of  *  the  Statute  Laws,  thcfe  being 
striptof  many  of  those  terms  which  are  not  faitiiliar 
to  common  Readers,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  prove 
beneficial  in  conveying  that  species  of  useful  know- 
ledge to  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  easily  obtained,  while  it  fur- 
nishes a  kind  of  Index  to  the  principal  Statutes  at 
large,  which  relate  to  Navigation,  Commerce,  and 
Nautical  Offences,  in  all  instances  where  interest  or 
curiosity  impels  the  mind  to  pursue  more  elaborate 
researches. 

Where  Offences  arc  exposed,  and  various  classes 
of  Individuals  implicated  in  the  details  which  are 
given  in  this  Work,  it  is  from  a  genuine  desire  to 
warn  those  whose  errors  and  vices  arc  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Public,  against  a  repetition  of  the 
same  evil  courses. 

It  is  not  punishment  in  any  case,  but  prcvcniion 
in  all,  which  has  stimulated  the  Author  to  record 
those  various  proceedings  which  constitute  the  mass 
of  turpitude,  which  has  so  long  afflicted  the  Trade 
of  the  River  Thames. 

A  hope 


source  of  the  most  genuine  gratification  :  Nor 
ought  he  to  be  suspected  of  insincerit}'  or  motives  of 
a  personal  natarr,  since  the  efTorts  which  are  eiem- 
plified  and  explained  in  this  Treatise,  have  attached 
to  him  no  personal  advantage ;  while  at  the  same 
time,  he  is  not  a  candidate  for  any  situation  however 
elevated,  in  the  System  he  has  proposed. 

Whether  his  efforts  relate  to  the  formation  of  the 
important  design  of  a  River  Police,  or  to  the  Work 
DOW  offered  with'  all  porsible  delerence  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Public,  he  can  only  in  general 
state,  that  he  hae  spared  no  labour  to  render  both  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  admit— beneficial  to  the 
Commerce,  Navigation,  and  Revenue  of  the  Port  of 
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INTRODUCTION. 


W. 


BEUVER  evils  and  crimes  exist  in  Society,  ^ich 
have  not  only  been  felt  by  the  innocent  and  useful  part  of  die 
cmmuidty  fo  be  neueiis  and  expressive,  but  sdso  declared, 
by  tke  Lavra  ef  the  Land,  to  be  objects  deserving  punish* 
ment-— Wheie  such  evils  are  even  fiyund  to  increase,  not* 
withstanding  Le^dative  R^ulations  established  with  an  im« 
mediate  view  to  prevendon,  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  it 
obvious. — Something  is  wanting  in  addidon  to  the  mere 
ktter  of  the  Law,  which  shall  o^rate  more  efiectuaUy  to 
the  relief  and  security  of  Society. 

To  no  local  department  does  this  observation  so  pointedly 
apply  as  to  the  depredations,  embezzlements,  and  frauds, 
which  have  so  long  afBicted  the  Commerdb,  Navigation,  and 
Revenue  of  the  Port  of  London. 

The  progressive,  and  (of  late  years)  the  very  rapid  increase 
of  its  Trade,  and  the  consequent  influx  of  Wealth,  without 
such  chedcs  being  r^ularly  applied  as  are  necessary  to  re- 
strain the  progress  of  vicious  inclinations,  has  certainly 
tended,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  production  of  crimes. — 
Hence  it  happens,  that  in  the  flux  and  reflux  of  Commercial 
Pieperty,  greater  in  point  of  magnitude  and  extent  than  is 
kiHwn  to  exist  in  any  River  in  the  Universe,  the  Thames 
Itts  exhibited  to  the  mind  of  the  patient  inquirer,  scenes  of 
delinquency  and  turpitude,  certainly  unparalleled  in  any  dis- 
trict of  the  same  extent  in  the  known  World. 

To  explain  how  these  evils  have  arisen,  and  to  suggest 

^*«ual  remedies,  is  the  chief  object  of  this  Work. — ^Thc 

1  inquiry 
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iaqiiiry  ii  no  less  interciting  than  useftil,  wbethrr  it  ra- 
sftas  the  immediate  advantage  of  the  individual,  or  riic 
weliate  of  the  State. 

To  those  whose  property  is  exposed  to  dai^|er,  and  who 
havc'becn  long  suffering  under  the  yeariy  spoliation  whkb 
has  been  experienced,  the  subject  cannot  fail  to  be  important. 
Nor  is  it  less  so  to  the  Nation  at  large,  when  the  benefits  arc 
contemplated,  which  must  result  from  a  specie*  of  protec- 
tion, shielding  the  useful  and  industrious  part  of  the  Com- 
munity from  injury,  while  it,  at  the  same  time,  impFovei 
the  Revenue,  and  renovates  the  morals  of  a  great  body  of  the 
lower  classes  of  Society. — Vor  arc  these  benefits,  as  they 
apply  to  the  individual,  confined  to  one  Spu,  Naiiui,  or 
C9iM/ry.—T\\ey  may  be  said,  with  truth,  to  extend  to  lA^ 
vigalort,  Tradiri,  MaHufatturtn,  and  Agricuhuriiti,  in 
every  part  of  the  civilized  World,  who  have  commercial 
intetcouiM  with  the  Pott  of  London,  since  it  will  be  seen 
that  all  an,  ui  some  degree,  aAected  by  the  extended  evils 
developed  in  iKls  U'ork,  and  ot  coiitu:  atir  immcdiiitclf-  i 
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The  infrdBBtioQ^  iH^ich  U.h»  been 
to  collect  and  to  anange  luader  variodf  dutiiict  lieadhi^  alu 
though  hi^y  important  to  be  known,'  hat  not  beieioAm 
bccn^  in  numy  lottanoes,  acceaiUey  and  hence  many  incon-^. 
Ycnienott  -  have  been  experienced,  pecuniary  looes  mfieved 
by  piHage' and  embeazlements,  and  even  penalties  incune^ 

liUob  a  better  knowledge^of  the  abuses  and  evils  of  the  Poitr 
nd  lis  Cttstoms-Wid  Laws,  migbt  have  prevented. 

hk  discussing  a  subject,  therefore,  which  was  so  Utde  un** 
Asatood,  and  which  in  acme  ahs^or  other  may  be  saul  to 
te  Mefid  and  interesting  to  die  whole  Commercial  Worlds 
and  certainly  to  every  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  it  becamo 
sKcessary  to  methodiae  the  design  by  a  variety  of  su|». 
divisions 

.  The  Work  therefore  commences  wiA  a.  general  view  of 
the  state  and  progress  of  the  Navigadon  and  Commerce  of 
the  River  Thames  for  a  Century.  Its  magnitude  and  im- 
portance is  not  only  explained  in  the  first  Chapter,  by  a 
seference  to  authentic  documents,  but  also  its  various  sub* 
divisions,  whedier  they  relate  to  Shipping  or  Merchandise, 
in  the  foreign  or  coasting  Tr^de, — In  these  different  depart* 
jnents,  specific  details  arc  offered  to  the  consideration  Of  the 
Header,  illustrated  by  Tables  not  less  curious  than  interest* 
ing,  both  to  the  political  QBconomist,  and  Persons  engaged 
in  Conunercial  Pursuits,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Naudcal 
Profession, 

The  Moralist  will  probably  find  matter  for  contemplation, 
in  the  view  which  has  been  given  of  the  causes  that  have 
produced  a  species  of  systematic  delinquency,  which,  in  its 
difierent  ramifications,  exhibits  a  display  of  turpitude  as  sin- 
gular as  it  is  unparalleled ;  and  each  dass  of  Traders  will 
.Iiot  only  discover  to  what  extent  in  the  aggregate  the  respec- 
tive branches  tbey  carry  on,  has  suffered  by  plunder  and 

embizzlinunts^^ 
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emitzzUmmls—hat  aln  tbe  rcmedki  wliicb  haw  been  sag. 
gctted  for  their  liituie  wctmt>'. 

From  thia  view  of  the  ut^t,  the  mind  »  led  to  a  cotui- 
dention  of  the  number*  composing  die  various  claucs  of  ife. 
linqucnts,  through  whose  Diedium  these  extensive  depndsL> 
tions  have  been  committed,  in  which  is  exhibited  a  ndan- 
choly,  biit  interesting  picture  of  the  state  of  morals  among 
the  lowtr  classes  of  the  People  employed  on  the  River 
Thames. 

These  deiails  will  afford  an  useful  Icseon  to  Nautical  tnd 
Commercitil  Men,  as  well  as  to  those  whoK  province  it  u 
to  provide  lor  the  security  of  the  Public  Revenue. — To  thi 
Patriot  and  tbe  Philanthropist,  a  wide  field  is  opened  fcr  As 
gratification  of  that  bias  which  tends  to  promote  the  gencnl 
good  of  Society. 

Nor  can  those  Avho  really  love  their  Country,  aitd  Mak 
■oxiously  to  promote  its  prosperity,  araid  experieneiif  that 
•pecies  of  satisfaction  which  is  pcculltr  to  ingenuous  and 
bengvolem  mintts,   whtn.  In  the  pnigrcss  of  this  Wofk. 
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isdhyi  when  in8tiHi&>iia  m  feroicd,  tni  f^pditions  stnc- 
tioaed  by  the  Legislaiurc,  to  lenovate  imnkind  in  «  ooiine  of 
CMiiftal  tBrpkude.  Thus  rescued  from  the  tevevt  pensritios 
of  dtt  Lsw,  the  powers  of  imnA  and  body  whieh  had  been 
CflDflojrtd  m'purBuitft  of  delmqUency^  are  tufsed  to  objects 
rfwefiil  industry. 

Wherever  this  can  be  efiected,  it  is  liao  the  triumph  tf 
hummitff  since  it  prailioles,  in  sit  eminent  degree^  the  b^ 
piness  and  the  comfort  of  the  human  race. 

Thiott^  titas  mcdittfti  i^dtseovered  the  utility  of  a  correct 
and  well  rctukted  PoKce;  without  in^iichy  in  tbo«  days, 
and  in  Ae  present  state  of  Society^  and  particularly  since 
this  Mfttistt  has  been  blessed  with  such  an  influx  of  wealth, 
snd  the  tcmptsdoos  asising  from  the  circufatkm  and  removal 
of  such  masses  of  Commercial  Propeity^  have  beoone  so 
strong,  it  is  not  possible  to  controul  and  keep  within  bounds 
die  tumultuous  and  ungovernable  passions  of  those  who  are 
unawed  by  a  sense  of  moral  duty,  and  in  no  respect  re* 
ttiaihed  by  reli^ous  principles. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  powerfully  inculcated,  that 
Amuigements  which  have  for  their  object  the  Security  of 
Innocence  and  the  Prevention  of  Crimes,  ought  by  no 
meiuis  ever  to  be  considered  as  an  Infringement  of  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Subject  ;  since  the  effect  of  the  System  is  in 
reality  to  extend^  and  by  no  means  to  abridge,  those  Privi- 
le^  which  are  secured  to  every  member  of  the  body  politic, 
who  has  not  forfeited  his  natural  ri^its  by  Offences  against 
the  Laws  of  his  Country. 

In  restraining  and  preventing  the  Commission  of  Crimes^ 
Ae  natufal  Rights  of  the  Innocent  become  more  extended 
atid  protected ;  the  stcurify  of  the  uaofending  individoal 
is  strengthened,  and  the  general  State  and  Condition  of  S^ 
<iety  is  Improved. 

In 
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In  firder  to  pnMnote  (hit  impMtant  objectt  the  Author  fnt 
Tentured  to  lubinit  this  Work  to  the  Public ;  and  m  the  h^ 
gestioni  ofTcred  by  him  for  correcting  i  variety  of  evili 
which  in  their  progress  and  extent  threaten  the  most  alamw 
ing  oonsequeoces,  arc  strengthened  by  the  result  of  actual 
experiment,  and  by  no  means  rest  on  spcculatloit,  he  ventures 
1o  indulge  a  hope,  that  they  may  claim  the  support,  and  excite 
the  attention  of  those  whose  province  and  interest  it  is  to 
assist  in  administering  a  remedy. 

That  it  is  a  matter  uf  the  hi^iest  importance  to  guard  the 
Morals  of  the  numerous  Cbsses  who  are  employed,  and  hy 
whose  bbours  the  extennvc  Trade  of  the  River  Thuncs  is 
carried  on,  is  not  only  c\-idcnt,  from  the  nnexxmpled  magni- 
tude of  this  trade ;  but  from  a  view  of  the  munber  of  indi- 
viduals who  compose  these  classes.* 

While 

*  The  Commerce  of  ibe  Aivcr  Thmnn  *mfUft,  and  gives  Employ, 
ment  to  at  leait  ijo,ooo  Individual*  of  different  agei,  who 
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White  tiiittnule,  unpantlei^  m  pdnt  of  nuignitucley  sup- 
pom  al  ka$t  ISOyOOO  iodividiialf  of  dificrentages^  and  perhaps 

£00,000 


xj.  Tadde-housc  Porters 

14.  Carooiu  or  Carmen  [420  Carti] 

i{.  Master  Coopert 

16.  Master  Tnink-boX'^iiiakert 

17.  Master  Lumpers  fi>r  atiladmg  SUpt 

18.  Coal  Undertakers  for  unlading  SKips 

19.  Coal-mercbants  and  Dealers,  &c. 

20.  Gty  of  London  [principal  OiBeers] 

21.  Trinity  Corporation  [principal  Officers] 
ta.  Refenoe  Boards,  inclnding  principal  Officen 

23.  Sondries,   Merdunts,  Owners,  Sec.  Ac.  alreadjr 
insened* 


Total 


So.   THE  PERSONS  EMPLOYED. 


22 

100 
ISO 

90 
140 

430 

f 

Coo 


10^250 


1.  Seamen  and  Boys,  Riggers,  &c. 

33»ooo 

*-  Ckrks  and  Labourers                  •               .            . 

12,000 

2.  Clerks  and  Labourers       .            -.                .            « 

IICO 

5*  Gerkt  and  Labourers,  &c« 

2250 

4«  Clerks,  Apprentices,  and  Labourers 

2500 

5*  Clerks,  Journeymen,  and  Labourers 

>    40,000 

6.  Clerks  and  Labourers                 •                •            • 

2500 

7*  Journeymen  Shipwrights 

a  100 

S.  Journeymen  Rope-spinners  and  Boys           •            « 

6oe 

-9.  Journeymen  Sail-makers              •                «            « 

500 

lo»  Journeymen  Block  and  Oar  Makers,  &c»    • 

450 

1 1*  Journeymen  Lightermen 

'Sooo 

*-  Watermen  in  Wherries 

5000 

11.  Gangsmen                 •                •               . 

29Q 

•—  Labourers                   •                -                •            - 

2000 

13.  Ticket  Porters  at  the  Water-slda 

500 

24*  Joomeymen  Carmen 

500 

«S-J 

ouroeyman 

axzii  unooucTiON. 

£00,000*  BKludiog  tbs  fiuiuUes  of  thoM  wbo  iant  nMitt- 
'  «nce  fnni  the  NavigatioR  and  Commerce  of  the  River. 
While  it  fymishcs  a  ivsoutcc  producing  more  than  one-founh 
of  the  public  revenues,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  deep  interest 
in  a  politica)  point  of  view,  that  cvciy  avenue  to  Fraud  and 
Delinquency  should  be  shut  up,  and  iIh:  most  perfect  system 
idoptcd  in  the  Police  of  this  great  commercial  pott ;  noc 
only  as  it  may  relate  to  those  facilities  and  accommodafioni 
which  Commerce  requires,  but  also  with  rc&pcct  to  the 
discipline  and  morals  of  the  Ubouiing  people. 

Towards  atuining  both  these  objects,  it  is  humbly  hoped 
diatthis  Work  may  prove  sfsooieconkidcrablc  utility.  The 
Bost  prominent  evils  are  here  placed  under  the  review  of  the 
Public,  together  with  the  remedies  which  have  been  coa- 
eeived  best  calculated  to  remove  them.  A  record  il  thus 
aarie  of  the  quantum  of  Iniquity  ul-ich  has  too  long  distressed 
the  Commerce  of  the  River  Thanii!:,  and  which,  unless ar- 
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tested  in  its  jprogress  by  being  exposed  and  laid  opento  public 
view,  might  have  insensibly  *  ^uisen  to  such  an  excessivo 
height  as  to  have  rendered  it  icnpossiblo  to  have  accoin«> 
plished  a  cure  by  the  common  Arm.  of  the  Law. 

Thfr  utQity  of  this  species  of  knowledge  to  all  ranks  of 
cmnmerdal  and  nautical  men^  hot  only  in  London,  but  ii^ 
every  port  or  place  where  Trade  is  carried  oHj,  must  be  evi- 
dent to  diose  who  peruse  thi»  Work  ;  since  in  some  shape 
er  other  the  information  which  is  conveyed  may  be  turned. 
to  advantage* 

The  Digest  given  of  the  different  Laws»  but  particularly 
the  penal  Statutes,  as  they  apply  to  nautical  aiBurs,  wiU 
be  found  important  to  those  who  follow  such  pursuits  ; 
while  the  specification  of  the  nmterial  parts  of  those  Laws 
which  relate  to  Coals^  Fish,  fFatermen,  and  other  matters 
immediately  connected  with  the  common  and  domestic 
affairs  of  every  family,  widens  exceedingly  the  sphere  of 
utility,  by  rendering  the  Work  interesting  to  almost  all 
classes  in  the  conmiunity.  , 

To  excite  attention,  by  thus  placing  objects  of  general 
Interest  in  a  prominent  point  of  view,  by  shewing  the  extent 
in  the  aggregate  of  great  evils,  heretofore  little  understood, 
and  only  contemplated  in  detail, — ^to  exhibit  a  faithful  dis- 
play of  the  magnitude  and  enormity  of  numerous  wrongs, 
which,  from  the  malignity  of  their  nature,  threaten  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  all  morals, — ^to  warn  the  Public  at  large,  and 
those  more  particularly  interested,  of  the  growing  danger 
before  it  is  too  late  to  apply  an  antidote, — and,  finally,  to 
suggest  practicable  remedies,  calculated  in  their  nature  to 
improve  society,  and  better  the  condition  of  human  life,  is 
the  sole  object  of  the  Author,  in  again  imposing  upon  him- 
self a  very  laborious  ta(k. 

Should  his  humble  and  persevering  efforts  produce  in  any 
degree  that  removal  of  the  evils  which  he  has  anxiously  and 

c  disin<* 
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disinterestedly  stnipglcd  to  accnmpli^h,  he  will  of  course  ex< 
perience  at  least  that  reward,  which  arises  from  a  conBCious. 
ncss  of  having  successfully  applii-d  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  benefit  of  his  coiimry. 

And  should  it  mi  happen  that  such  public  benefits  arc  not 
obtained  in  his  own  days,  he  will  rest  satisfied  in  the  conh-* 
dcncc,  that  by  tht:s  placing  upon  reconl  matters  of  deep  im- 
portance to  society,  which  cannot  fiiil  to  claim  attention  K 
some  period  or  ether;  the  gratification  whiL-h  may  hav« 
been  denied  to  himself,  will  nn questionably,  in  the  result)  b9 
transferred  to  hi*  posterity. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

Rise  and  progress  of  the  Ommerce  of  the  River  TItames. 
— A  short  AtrouNt  of  the  various  chartered  Companies 
for  Foreign  Trade. — The  Ships  and  Veffels  using  the 
Port  of  London  from  the  comfnencemcnt  of  the  present 
Century  till  the  year  17y8. — The  progress  and  in- 
irease  of  the  Navigation^  ami  of  the  Shipping  and 
Tonnage^  in  the  Foreign  arid  Coasting  Trade^  at  dif- 
ferent periods^  in  the  eoursc  of  the  Century, — A 
gejieral  llezv  of  the  present  state  of  the  Shipping, 
fessels  and  Boats,  in  nuwher  yipOO,  and  the  man- 
ner in  ivhieh  they  are  employed. — 'Fhe  Commcrec  of 
the  River  Thames  at  different  periods, — lis  rapid 
inrrease  sinee  the  Ameriean  IJ'ar, — (ieneri:!  /le::'  and 
Reeapitulation  of  the  vchole  Commvree  and  Shipping 
of  the  River  Thames  in  17t)S,  and  of  thj  Property 
remaining  slntionnry  thereni, — llw  ann:ul  a?:rj:if:t 
ij  the  vchole  eaUulated  at  above  1^  ;.v;/.."i;.'v  stcj/.\:i 
of  Pioperty  e:.p:srd  to  Depredut'r.n,  —  (Jenem/ 
observations  on  the  present  liar  hour  of  the  Pert 
§f  London,  —  Detail  of  its   divisions   and  dimen- 

B  skns, — 
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siotts. — /frranj^cmenlt  wilh  res/>eft  to  Shipping  end 
Craft  in  ike  various  Trades. — 7S*  exttnl  ami  mag- 
mtttde  of  the  Cial  TraSt. — The  average  number  t>f 
Ships  and  Ffsselt  of  aii  kitids,  including  slaiiimtny 
Craft  and  Boats  at  all  times  in  the  JUver^  laden  and 
unladen,  estimated  at  nearly  8000. — ^n  mceotmt  of 
the  Qims  and  Landing  Places  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  dimeminm  and  the  incomiemenees  at- 
tending them. — Ohservatinns  on  H'arehwues  for  the 
aciommodalion af Merchandise ;  Oicir madequatyto tht 
cl'ject. — The  abuses  ivhich  exist  u-ith  respect  /o 
these  IFttrehouses. — Rise  and  progress  nf  tie  Revemu 
of  the  Port  a/"  Londm,  from  the  year  l6l3  to  tht 
present  period. — The  viise  arrangements  ef  Govern' 
menl,  in  giving  free  scope  to  Trade,  one  of  the 
rauses  of  its  increase  during  the  present  ffar. — Con- 


documents^  antecedent  to  the  beginning  of  the  l8th 
Century,  must  of  necessity^  limit  the  chief  part 
of  the  following  progressive  view  of  this  unparal- 
leled source  of  national  prosperity  and  aggrandize-^ 
ment,  to  a  term  of  one  hundred  years. 

The  registers  of  the  Customs  furnish  no  accurate 
detail  of  the  Trade,  previous  to  the  period  when  Sir 
fnUiam  Davenant  first  systematized  the  public  ac- 
counts ;  which  have  been  recently  so  much  improved 
by  Thomas  Irving^  £sq«  the  piresent  able^  intelligent 
and  indc&tigable  Inspector  Grencral  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain.  It  appears^  how-* 
ever,  that  so  early  as  the  year  1558,  the  first  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Eli^abeth^  Gxnmerce  must  have 
made  some  progress;  since  the  ^me  extent  of  legal 
Quays  was  then  authorized  as  exists  at  present. 

Previous  to  this  period^  and  even  during  a  con-» 
siderable  part  of  that  Queen's  reign,  a  large  pro-^ 
portion  of  the  trade  and  navigation  was  carried  on  by 
foreigners,  (tf)  In  the  year  156l^  it  would  seem  that 
no  Englishman  in  London  followed  the  sole  occu-> 
pation  of  an  Importer  and  Exporter.   Of  327  persons 


[a)  In  a  letter  written  to  Sir  William  Cecil,  when  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  principal  merchants  of  Londonj  complaint  i&  made, 
chati  although  no  city  in  Christendom  had  equal  convenience  for 
thipplngy  none  was  so  slenderly  provided.  That  a  great  want  of 
English  ships  was  experienced  to  lade  goods  for  Spain^  and  that 
none  were  to  be  had,  and  that  even  37  Hoys  employed  in  those 
days,  in  bringing  timber  from  Ryej  had  not  an  English  seaman 
among  tfatm*  Stow's  Hist,  of  London* 

S  2  ^'ho 


TBSATISE  OX 


wfao  are  recorded  in  history  to  be  mcrchaQts.  tbcir 
various  professions  arc  stated  to  be  as  follows  : 


Mcicera 

99 

Cloth  Workers 

■3 

GroccfS 

57 

Ironmongers 

6 

Drapers 

29 

Saltcrs 

a 

5' 

Gtnlleri 

2 

Merchant  Tayl 

lors2S 

Bowycn 

I 

Skinners 

16 

Leather  Sellers 

9 

Fislimongtrs 

11 

Armourers 

5 

189 

38 
28, 

The  Trade  to  foreign  parts,  in  the  tt-ay  of  specula- 
tive adventure,  appears  to  have  very  early  com- 
menced with  Africa,  and  the  dominions  of  Russia  ; 
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Various  oth^  voyages  of  a  similar  nature^  are  re- 
corded to  have  taken  place^  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
same  reign,  in  which  the  Queen*s  ministers  were 
adventurers.  Yet  some  spirit  of  adventure  must* 
have  prevailed  previous  to  this  reign  {  for  the  first 
Charter  to  the  HAMfiURCH  Company,  was  granted  as 
iar  back  as  1406,  by  Henry  the  IVth.  and  renewed 
by  succeeding  Sovereigns  in  1413,  1442,  14g3, 
1505,   1506,  1509,  1517,  1531,  1547,  1553,  1564, 

1586,  l605,  and  l66l. 

Thb  Russia  Company  which  was  first  projected  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI,  was  chartered  in  the  1  st  ancf 
2nd  of  Philip  and  Mary,  A.  D.  1555,  and  confirmed 
by  a  private  Statute  passed  in  the  8th  of  Elizabeth. 

The  Eastland,  or  North-Sea  Company y  was  esta- 
blished by  Charter  in  1579,  in  the  21  ft  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  This  Charter  was  con->» 
finned  by  Charles  I.  in  1629,  and  by  Statute  25 
Car.  II.  c.  7,  this  Trade  was  in  a  great  measure  laid 
open. 

The  East-India  Company  was  originally  char#» 
tercd  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1599.  Their  first 
adventure  commenced  with  4  Ships,  in  160O, 
exactly  two  centuries  ago.  The  original  shares 
were  ^"50  each,  and  their  first  Capital  amounted  to 
^369,891.  5s. 

In  l685,  the  Property  of  the  Company,  deduct- 
ing bad  debts,  was  only  eftimated  at  ;^739,782  10s; 
and  about  this  period  they  employed  about  40  Ships, 
including  the  Country  Traders,  to  the  East-Indies 
and  China.  The  tonnage  of  thefe  Ships,  was  no 
6  doub^ 
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doubt  vety  inconsiderable,  compared    with    thoi 
now  in  the  ftme  Trade. 

The  small  progress  made  by  this  great  Compan 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  gave  but  littl 
promise  of  its  gigantic  strides  since  that  asra ;  an 
particularly  since  the  middle  of  the  eighteen! 
century,  not  only  in  the  extension  of  its  Commeiici 
but  in  the  acquisition  of  territorial  Revenues  an 
Powen  The  future  Historian,  will,  with  astonid 
ment,  record  a  series  of  events,  the  success  an 
the  ultimate  issue  of  which,  are  unexampled  i 
the  history  of  the  World.  Without  medttatiD 
projects  of  dominion,  a  Company  of  G>mmerci 
Traders  have  adventitiously  become  the  Sovercigi 
of  many  rich  and  powerful  Kingdoms — and  that  tc 
almost  within  the  period  of  the  services  of  one  * 
the  present  Directors.  (/?) 

Thb  TuiKET  Company  was  established  aL 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  long  reign  of  Que< 
I^izabeth,  by  temporary  Charters  in  1 581  and  159: 
and  afterwards  confirmed  by  another  Charter  grantc 
in  the  3d  year  of  James  I. — and  by  Letters  Pate 
of  13  Car.  II.*— This  Company  is  now  regulated  I 
Statute  26.  Geo.  II.  c.  18. 

During  the  Seventeenth  Century,  and  previous 
gny  authentic  Records  being  preserved  of  the  Tra< 
of  the  Port  of  London,  a  new  source  of  Commen 
was  opened   by   the  discovery  and  settlement 
various  Colopies  in  America.    Even  as  far  back  > 

the  years  1684  and  1685,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  sei 
■■   ih  M''*  Mafehip^  w)x>  bu  btm  ip  t}w  Direction  40  yean. 

pSbij 
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9 Ships  to  Virginia;  and  he  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  importer  of  Tobacco  from  that  Country^  an 
article  which  pioduced  a  Revenue  to  the  Crown  for 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Januai^  ^799$  of  no  leM 
dumr  ^.848^403. 

During  the  same  century  the  Sugar  Colonies  had 
their  origin,  which  from  being  totally  unproductiTe, 
now  give  employment  to  above  450  Ships  in  the 
Ftart  of  London  alone;  and  yielded  a  Revenue  of 
upwards  of  £2j0O0flOQ  sterling  on  the  importation 
of  the  year  1799* 

The  AraiCAir  Comvant  was  established  in  the 
rrigB  of  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1 603^  The  Trade 
of  this  Company  was  in  a  great  measure  opened  to 
the  PuUic  by  the  Statute  23  Geo.  II.  c  31^  and  is 
regulated  by  several  subsequent  Statutes. 

The  Hudson*s*Bay  Company  was  also  chartered, 
by  Charles  the  Ild.  to  trade  on  a  Capital  of  ^10,50p 
in  the  year  idSi. 

Thus  it  appears^  that  although  the  precias  extent 
of  the  Trade  cannot  be  ascertained  from  authentic 
documents,  the  Commerce,  Shippingy^and  Naviga-^ 
tbn  of  the  Port  of  London,  must  have  been  pto^ 
gressively  increasing  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Seventeenth  Century. 

Firevious  to  that  esra,  Trade  was  certainly  very 

limited,   and  its  principles  Kttle  understood.    The 

Records  of  that  early  period,  discover  misconceptions 

and  absurdities,  with  regard  to  the  effea  and  opera«» 

tion  of  Commerce  upon  the  interest  and  wel&re  of 

the  State,  which  strongly  dunonstrate  the  length  of 

time, 
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doubt  very  inconBtderable,  compared   with    then 
now  in  the  (ame  Trade. 

The  small  progreai  made  hy  this  great  Company 
during  the  aeventeentb  century,  gave  but  little 
promise  of  its  gigantic  strides  since  that  (era ;  and 
particularly  ance  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  not  only  in  the  extension  of  its  Commerce, 
bat  in  the  acquisition  of  territorial  Revenues  and 
Power,  The  fiiture  Historian,  will,  with  astonish, 
ment,  record  a  series  of  events,  the  success  and 
the  ultimate  issue  of  which,  are  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  the  World.  Without  meditating 
projects  of  dominion,  a  Company  of  Commercial 
Traders  have  adventitiously  become  the  Sovercigna  ' 
of  iiuiny  rich  and  powerful  Kingdoms — and  that  too 
almost  within  tbe  period  of  the  services  of  one  of 
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9  Sbips  to  Virginia;  and  he  appears  Co  have  been  the 
first  importer  of  Tobacco  from  that  Country,  an 
article  which  pioduced  a  Revenue  to  the  Crown  for 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Januai^  ^799$  of  no  less 
than  £.848j^l3. 

During  the  same  century  the  Sugar  Colonies  had 
their  origin,  which  from  being  totally  unproductiTe, 
now  give  employment  to  above  450  Ships  in  the 
Port  of  London  alone;  and  yielded  a  Revenue  of 
upwards  of  ^^^OOO/XX)  sterling  on  the  importation 
of  the  year  17 QQ. 

The  ArafCAir  Comvant  was  estaUtshed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1 603^  The  Trade 
of  this  Company  was  in  a  great  measure  opened  to 
the  Public  by  the  Statute  23  Geo.  IL  a  31^  and  is 
regulated  by  several  subsequent  Statutes. 

The  Hudson*s*Bay  Company  was  also  chartered, 
by  Charles  the  lid.  to  trade  on  a  Capital  of  ^lO,5tD0 
in  the  year  1^8 1 . 

Thus  it  appears^  that  although  the  precise  extent 
of  the  Trade  cannot  be  ascertained  from  authentic 
<locuments,  the  Commerce,  Shipping,*  and  Naviga-^ 
tion  of  the  Port  of  London,  must  have  been  pro* 
gressively  increasing  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Seventeenth  Century. 

Previous  to  that  asra,  Trade  was  certainly  very 
limited^  and  its  principles  Uttle  understood.  The 
Records  of  that  early  period,  discover  misconceptions 
and  absurdities,  with  regard  to  the  effect  and  opera«» 
tion  of  Commerce  upon  the  interest  and  wel&re  of 
iLc  State,  which  strongly  dunonstrate  the  length  of 

time, 
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time,  necessary  to  enlighten  the  human  mind  upen 
subjects  of  Commercial  or  Political  (Kconomy. 

It  is  only  by  an  accurate  rec<n:d  of  facts  that  tbe 
judgment  can  be  matured,  and  true  estimates 
formed,  a(  the  measures  which  may  be  advan- 
tageously pursued  for  the  interest  either  of  Slatet^ — 
Bodus  poliliCf — or  Ind'tvidttaU. 

Having,  therefore,  the  aid  of  Official  Docu- 
ments, by  which  the  state  and  the  progressive  im- 
provement of  the  Trade  of  the  Port  of  London, 
can  be  traced  for  the  last  hundred  years, — it  is  pro- 
posed, lirst  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader,  a  detailed  and  progres^\'e  view  of  the 

I.  Snirs,  VEssEts,  akd  Crait,  \s  the  River 
Thames. 


RiVBR  POLICB. 


9 


*  Id  the  same  valuable  Report  is  inserted  the  follow^ 
ing  comparative  View  of  the  Tonnage  of  Ships 
belonging  to  the  Port  of  London— 

In  1732    and     1792 


Ships  of  and  under  200  Tons 

1212 

1109 

300  .  .  . 

83 

368 

• 400  .  .  • 

7+ 

»3« 

500  ..  • 

46 

30 

600  .  •  • 

0 

»5 

700  •  •  • 

0 

7 

1300  .  .  . 

2 

95 

1417 


i860 


At  the  commencement  of  the  1 8th  Century  in 
1700  and  1702,  the  Shipping  of  the  Port  of  London 
stood  thus : — 

Vessels,     Tons. 


A.  D* 


1 700— Vessels  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  5562     278,100 

1702 — British  Ships  in  Foreign  Trade       -        839       80,040 

Foreign  Ships  in  ditto  -        -         496       76,995 


Total 


6.897    43S»135 


At  the  middle  of  the  Century  in  1750  and  1751, 
the  following  was  the  state  of  the  Shipping  in  this 
Port : — 


A.D. 

f^esscls. 

7'ons, 

1750 — In  the  Coasting  Trade 

6,396 

511,680 

1 751 — In  the  Foreign  Trade 

British  Ships 

1 1498 

198,023 

Foreign  ditto 

184 

36,346 

TouH 

8,078 

746,049 

Exhibiting 

10 
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Exhibiting  an  increase  of  1181  Sbtpi  and  810^14 
Tons  in  the  opece  of  50  years. 

From  the  year  1750  to  nearly  the  close  of  the  Cen- 
tnry,  but  particularly  within  the  last  15  years,  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  Shipping  has  exceeded 
any  other  period  :  and  when  the  great  praportional 
Augmentation  of  Tonnage  is  considered,  it  may  be 
truly  said  to  have  been  rapid  beyond  all  example  ; 
as  appears  from  the  following  Statement : 


Vtttth. 


Tifu. 


1797— In  the  Coaning  Trade  10,175  11205.650  (r) 
In  the  Foreign  Tiadc 

British  Ships  1,436       33°'-W*?(-Ji 

Foreign  ditto  1,843       226^565 
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iiiimust  be  nokss  curioiu  than  iotentting,  fparticularly  to  those  vrlto 
t  engaged  in  Nautical  Pursuits,)  to  be  able  to  ascertain  the  natuTetnd 
Wcific  extent  of  the  tfnmente  CoArriKcTRADC  oftkt  Jtiver  Thamtt. 
he  following  General  View  of  the  whole,  is  selected  from  ibe 
f  pendix  to  the  Report  of  tbc  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
IT  improving  the  Port  of  Ixmdon  in  1796,  and  from  other  Documents. 


COASTING  TRADE, 

I 

Btfveen  the  Foit  of  Lohook,  and  the  Poan  in  Ehglakd  and  Walis. 

No.     1 

No. 

Total 

No. 

So. 

tSS 

Tmm. 

Df 

of 

No.  of 

Towm. 

of 

of 

No.  of 

euilj.  ] 

Voogci 

Voy,g., 

VeweU. 

Vo..g« 

Vo]r«tei 

1.  .   .  . 

100 

9 

900 

Brought  ^.r 

4S8 

4834 

nmih .. . 

30 

9 

170 

Scarborough 

? 

»7 

^ich.  .. 

30 

'4 

410 

Abctistwuh 

6 

iS 

;heMcr.  . 

H 

4S0 

Aar 

8 

litn  .  .. 

SO 

"4 

480 

Bridgewater 

8 

tT»ol.  . 

iS 

3 

St 

Banutable  . . 

8 

too.  .  .  . 

16 

9 

'44 

Bidebrd  ... 

8 

diatei.  . 

14 

16 

SI4 

Chepstow . . . 

6 

■wkh  ... 

14 

16 

114 

Cuwes 

18 

iton  .  .  . 

q 

108 

Deal 

16 

31 

-CBtlC.  . 

13 

9 

loS 

Fowey   .... 

10 

odbridee 

11 

9 

loS 

FolkKonc  .  . 

15 

30 

ymouth.. 

l^ 

6 

7z 

LaneaMer . . . 

6 

!ler .  .  .  . 

8 

6 

43 

Padsiow   .  .  . 

8 

■enham.. 

8 

^4 

191 

Quemboro' . . 

34 

4» 

Iboroagh. 

8 

12 

96 

SunderUnd  . . 

18 

indd  . . . . 

8 

9 

71 

Whitehaven 

6 

lOingtm  . 

8 

6 

43 

Eutboum  . . . 

m&.  . 

8 

+ 

3' 

Falowuth  .    . 

4 

f::: 

8 

^4 

191 

Glocestcr . . . 

3 

6 

8 

48 

Hartlepool.. 

4 

lumaru  .  . 

6 

4 

*+ 

Sundries  .  .. 

57(S 

moDth.  . 

6 
6 

11 

4 

Total.. 

496    - 

S6,s 

timouth . . 

6 

6 
7 

36 
4» 

Waiej. 

!nkny  .  . 

4 

4 

16 

Cardigan  .  .  • 

8 

3» 

r 

4 

9 

36 

Caermuthen 

6 

»4 

4 

3. 

12 

Cardiff 

6 

2+ 

Chester  . . 

4 

6 

'4 

1  Carnarvon  •  . 

4 

t6 

iting*  .  .  . 

4 

•4 

S6 

Milford  .  .  ■ 

4 

IS 

4 

36 

Swaniejr  .  . . 

3 

8 

IM 

Ub  .  .  .    . 

4 

6 

\t 

Llanelly  .  .  . 

t 

8 

4 

4 

i 

4 
4 

6 
3 

H 

ToUl  . . 

31 

"4 

unce  . . . 

4 

9 

36 

thanmton 

4 

7 

18 

uTT.  .. 

4 

« 

?i 

(Cwt 

nutiW 

tbem. 

A^&.  ./     # 

^    /    '*    j 

'                         1         ' 

eii««  > 

»g.O 

hfS 

4S3*     1 

\ 
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COASTING  TRADE, 
Between  London  and  Scotland. 


Towns. 

Aberdeen 

Berwick •  •  • 

Leeth  ••••.•.•.•• 

Bo-ness   ...   . 

Perth 

Dundee 

Montrose  • 

Greenock •  •  . 

Alemouth 

Thurso  •   .  ; 

Anstruther 

Alice 

Dunbar • 

KirkweU 

Preston  Pans  ..••.... 

Total  .  . 


No. 

of 

Vessels. 


zo 
»4 

12 

ID 

8 

8 

4 
4 
4 

4 

2 
2 
Z 
2 
1 


No. 

of 

Voyages. 


6 

'4 

4 
4 

12 

8 
6 
6 

9 

4 

2 
2 
2 
2 

4 


97 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total 

No.  of 

Voyages. 


120 

196 
48 

40 
96 

i^4 
24 
24 
36 
16 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


684 


England 
Wales  . 
Scotland 


Vessels,  j  Voyages. 


496 
32 

97 


5692 
124 
684 


Total  for  Great  Britain  .  •  625  6500 
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(^  For  the  pofpote  alao  of  further  elucidating  diose  CompuritiTe 
Statements,  the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  following  ioterestiag 
Tables  ;  for  which  the  Author  is  indebted  to  the  very  valuable 

'  Keport  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  tlie 
I/Midon  Docks  in  1796  :  Appendix  G.  and  H.  As  also  t\m 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  upon  the  Improvement  of  the 
Bort  of  London  in  1799  :  Appendix  D  2,  D9.  pages  73,  86. 


/                           FOREIGN   TRADE. 

/          Brituh  Ships. 

Foreign  Ships. 

Total  of 
British  &  Foreign. 

*702 

^751 

^-^90 

1  ^"796 

P797 
I  1798 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

839 
1498 
2254 

1841 
2007 
1425 
1649 

80,040 
198,023 
431,890 

389>3i7 

436,843 

330,392 
397>o9<^ 

496 

184 

ij6i 

991 
2169 

1843 

177' 

1 

7$>995 

3^>34^ 
149,205 

189,136 

287,142 
226,856 
229,991 

^33S 
1682 

34>5 

2832 

4176 
3269 
3420 

157*035 

581,095 

579.453 
723*895 

557*248 

627,087 

COASTING    TRADE. 


Years. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

1700 

5*562 

218,100 

1753 

6,396 

511,680 

1790 

9,278 

927,800 

«79> 

11,964 

1,190,400 

1796 

10,629 

i»323»532 

«797 

10,781 

1,360,823 

1798 

10,133 

1,250,449 

■ 

TON'NAGF.    of  CoASTHRS    ill    1798. 


Under  loo  Ton.  . 
lOO  .  .  to     150 

150 2C0 

2eo 400 


•  •  • 


5873 
859 

93 

i4 


Colliers  average  228  Tons  •  . 


6844 
32F9 


Tons. 
500,656 

749^813 


•  I 


10,133  ,   •  iji^cHS 
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Upon  the  whole,   therefore,  the  increase  of  the 
^hips  and  Vessels  employed   in  the  Trade  of  the 
River  Thames,   in  the  course  of  the  18th  Century^ 
may  be  exhibited  in  the  following  point  of  view  : 

Increase  of  Increuse^f 

VeneU,  Tonnage. 

Vessels  in  the  Coasting  Trade      4613  927>550 

(^)  British  Vessels  in  Foreign  Trade     587  250,352 

Foreign  Vessels  in  ditto        -        1347  149,861 

Total  increase  in  a  Century      6547      i»327i763 

This  extensive  Navigation  employs,  as  we  have  al- 
ready  seen,  the  vast  number  of  13.444  Ships  and  Ves^ 
aels  in  the  Foreign^  Colomaly  and  Coasting  Trade^  (in- 
cluding their  repeated  voyages) :  besides  22S8  Light- 
ers, Barges^  and  Punts  employed  in  the  Trade  of  the 
River  Lea,  and  the  Upper  and  Lower  Thames. — If 
to  these  should  be  added,  the  Stationary  Craft  con- 
sisting of  3336  BargeSy  Lighters^  and  Punts^  used  in 
the  lading  and  discharging  of  Vessels,  together  with 
83  Boats,  Sloops,  Cutters,  and  Hoys,  (fj  3000  Water- 
men's Wherries,  (g)  1 5  5  Bumboats,  (A)  and  1 94  Peter- 
boats; 

{/)Thi8  comparison  having  been  nude  after  a  five  years'  war,  which 

rendered  it  necessary  to  navigate  through  the  medium  of  Foreign 

•hips,  the  British  are  diminished,  and  the  Foreign  vessels  increased 

in  a  much  greater  proportion,  than  if  suchcompiirison  had  been  made 

in  a  period  of  peace. 

(fJ  See  Statement  in  the  succeeding  page. 

(gj  The  Watermen's  Company  was  first  founded  in  1  556,  andcon« 

sists  at  present,  as  appears  from  the  Report  qf  the  Dock  Committee 

in  1796,  of 

Freemen         •  8283 1 

Persons  not  free  2000  >  Total  about  I2,t83« 

Apprentices  -  2000  j 

This  Company  is  governed  by  1 1  Rulers,  7  Auditors,  5  Comp^ 
troUen,  and  30  AMiiuntSi  They  admit  about  300  Apprentices  yearly 

in 
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The  pnccding  SlitaDRiti  aie  fiirthcr  iUumtcd  bf  tbe  fbUnruip 

GlXIKAL  AsfTUCT  : — 


Shi|<  md  Vo«l.  wkidi  ban  Atri-ri  aid  >hidi  m        1 
StaiioMr}riniheRiv«Tlumrt,i797,  Mi  179«.               | 

L 

V»b. 

Dtl.a  rf  Shlfping. 

No.rf 

r 

F<,«lli:J  T..DI. 

Wl.oi 

Briiuli  rcHcU 143$ 

3i6» 

CMfnm  TiAor. 

418 

(11  tj; 

RiVEK  Tkjids. 

J«4 

•3.+4+ 

61! 

Lighten,  Birgci,  and  Punti,  cmployKl   in  1 
ihc   Inlji«i  Trade  of    ihc    Upptf   JnJ  V 
Lower  TbuiMi  wid  River  La    .   .  .   .  } 

iiSS 

1. 

River  Cii*rT  for  the  U«  of  tbe 'Hum. 

.596 

401 

Li^er i 

1 

SJ« 

Punti 

n 

■ 

Mode 


Vesidi  in  die  RiTcr  Thjunes  in 
1797,  and  1798. 


In  what  manner  emplojcd* 


i»t  India  Tnde 

rett  India  Txade 

ritidi  Continental  Colonies  .   •  •  , 
fiica,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 

iDckm  Fishery 

Greenland  Fishery 

fnitcd  States  of  America    •   •   •  . 
lediterranean  and  Turkey   •  •  •    , 

pain 

orti^gal 

ranee    - • 

kostrian  Flanden 

ioUand ,    . 

^y  and  Hamburgh 

TQSBU •    •    •    . 

■dttld 

iweden • 

)enmark  and  Norway 

tostia   ••••• 

%  Sec. 


■••i"** 


foreign  Costing  I  S-r^; 


r  Newcastle  .   •  -   •   .    ,  .        319 

2oal  Trade  <  Sunderland gg 

iBlythNook 20 


418 


100  Hull  Traders 


British       V  *^^^  nun  1  nuicrs    •   •    •    •  •     900 

Coasting    j396  0therPoruinEngLmd     4791 

Tnde  62c   #  ^^  Portiin  Wales  ....      124 

C  97  Pof ^*  ^  Scotland  •  •  •     684 


Wherries  for  Passengers  and  Parcels 
Kiver  Trade  in  the  Thames  and  Lee 

River  Craft. 


Barges  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade  •  .  •  .    2196 
Ditto  in  the  Timber  Trade 400 

Lighters  employed  in  West-India  and  American^  7 
and  other  Trade j 

I^mts  emdoyed  in  Import  and  Export  Trade  •  .  • 

BoatSy  Sloops,  Cutters  and  Hoys,  employed  in  ~ 
cu'iyine  Goods  and  Passengers 

Bomboats  Licenced  to  hawk  Goods  among  the 
Shipping • 

Peter  Boats  employed  in  Fishinej  8cc, 


••••«• 


Total  . 


^//  See  page  It. 


•       • 


3676 


6;oo(/) 

3000 

2288 


2^96 
40a 
338 

>94 


22,500 


\ 
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11.  COUMBIICB  DP  THE  RiTRB   ThIMBS. 

At  the  Commencement  of  the  18th  Ccntu 
the  year  1 700 :— 

I-    •■  '■ 

The  Impoitt  itnounMd  lo       4t8/Sr538  13  ■■ 
The  Ezpom to        ^t^l^i^t    4    4 

Total  exclusive  of  the  Coa*!ng  T 
TniIc,otwhichibcreueno\j^.to,263,325  t8     3 
autheuiic  I>x;Dineiits  (m)     ^ 

At  the  middle  of  the  Century,  namely,  ii 
jear  lySO :— 

c 

The  Imports  appear  te  be  5.540,564    4 

The  Ekporti  -  8,415,218    2 


(tjTotal  exclusive  of  Coasting  Trade  j^.  13,955,783    7 
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GENERAL  VIEW 

OF  THE  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  THB  PORT  OF  LONDON, 

Forcycry  Tenth  Year,  fiom  1710  to  1790;  add  for  cVcry  Year 

from  179 1  to  1 798,  indiitiYe. 

Made  up  to  July  4*  1799- 

[Sfe  ArPKNOix  D.  t§tbe  Report  9/ tie  Dock  Committee  1796: 
And  Appendix  D.  i  3.  page  89,  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
fir  tmpr9vmg  the  Port  of  LoadoM  in  1799*] 


Years. 

Value  of  Impot 

ts. 

Value  of  Exports. 

£.          s. 

/. 

£.        ud  . 

1710 

2*894*737    7 

6 

4*622,370  12     2 

1720 

4,958,101  17 

5 

5,008,245  17    2 

1730 

6,224,882    8 

7 

6*3441765  10    2 
5*593*734    3    ^ 

1740 

4,904^248  II 

I 

1750 

5*540,565    4 

8 

8,415,218     2    5 

171)0 

7*065,395  13 

6 

10,726,709    0  10 

1770 

8,889,868    0 

9 

9,267,709    0  10 

1780 

6,794,021     0 

I 

6,837,963    4    9 

1790 

'2*275*546  14 

6 

10,716,548  14     I 

1791 

12,016,229     5 

2 

12,944,192     8  10 

1792 

12,071,674    8 

9 

14,742,516  13    4 

1793 

12,224,745     7 

4 

12,660,463    6  II 

'79+ 

14,863,238     8 

II 

16,578,802  JO  10 

'795 

'5*384*777  14 

5 

16,523,001     6    8 

1796 

14,871,546     2 

5 

18,410,499  17    9 

'797 
1798 

13,065,2;^   19 

4 

17,721,441     4    5 

\0f                                               1      ■w,ww«,*w^         -         J 

(o)  From  the  particular  manner  in  which  the  Importations  from  India  ar.d 
China  are  brou>;hc  to  account  in  the  Books  of  the  Customs,  no  account  could 
be  rendered  of  that  Branch  of  Trade;  and,  therefore,  the  General  Account 
pf  the  Imports  into  the  Port  of  London  could  not  be  gjLvcn  at  the  time  of 
jQMiung  up  the  above  Table. 


C  2 


From 


30  f  IBATISK  €01 

From  the  year  17go  to  the  year  1796,  a  period 
of  only  six  years,  it  ts  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
Trade  of  the  Ftort  of  London,  notwithBtanding  the 
c^cistence  of  the  War,  increased  more  than  triple 
the  amount  of  its  advance  during  the  first  fifty  yean 
of  the  Centurvt  as  the  following  statement  will  shew : 

I-     I-  J- 

Imports  and  Exporti  in  1796  33,283,046    o    s 

Iilcin  in  1790  32,991,095    8     7 


/.  10,289.950  II     7 


Oil  examining  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  the 
last  four  years,  from  17q6  to  1799inclu9i\'c,  it  appears 
that  no^matcrinl  increase,  in  the  Commerce  of  the 
Port  of  London  has  taken  place  within  that  period : 
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Bat,  gieat  as  the  value  of  this  Commerce  appears 
to  be^  it  is  now  discovered,  through  the  medium  ot 
the  convoy  duties  imposed  by  Stat.  38  Geo.  III.  c.  76. 
under  which  a  per  centage  is  levied^  with  some  few 
exceptions^  on  the  real  value  of  the  MerchandizQ 
imported  and  exported,  that  the  principle  of  valua-^ 
tion,  established  by  Sir  William  Davenant  above  a 
Century  ago  (and  continued  ever  since)  does  not 
apply  to  the  present  period. 

By  following  this  new  and  more  correct  datton, 
the  Nation  has  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the 
marketable  value  of  the  Merchandize  imported  and 
exported,  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  ancient 
Estimates  ;  which  consequently,  are  now  no  further 
useful,  than  as  they  exhibit  the  relative  comparison 
between  one  year  and  another. 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  approaching  as  near 
to  the  truth  as  possible,  and  that  the  Author  might 
be  enabled  to  lay  before  his  Readers  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  whole  Trade  of  the  River  Thames, 
according  to  its  true  value,  he  has  bestowed  consi- 
derable labour  in  arranging  the  Table  here  intro- 
duced; in  which  is  exhibited  a  general  display  of 
the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don, in  a  manner  calculated  to  convey  to  the  mind 
of  the  Reader,  not  only  a  clear  and  accurate  concep- 
tion of  its  unparalleled  magnitude,  but  also  of  the 
nature  of  the  several  articles  of  Trade  and  Manu- 
facture, which  are  the  objects  of  that  Commerce : 
a  detail,    which   cannot  fail   to  produce    a    con- 

1  vie  lion 
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victton  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  t  well-pUn- 
ncdand  energetic  System  ofKhgr  Police;  toregulBie 
and  control  the  oeconomy  of  so  vast  a  machine,  and 
to  protect  such  an  astonishing  tnais  and  variety  t£ 
Property,  in  its  repeated  transitu  to  and  fiom  the 
Ships  and  Vessels,  until  it  can  be  ultimately  dept^ 
•ited  in  places  of  security.  This  detail  also  may 
serve  to  show,  how  inefficient  and  abortive  must  all 
the  cfTortsof  Individuals  prove  in  preventing  Plunder, 
and  Depredation,  without  the  superior  power  of 
Legislative  aid. 

In  contemplating  this  vast  extent  of  Commercial 
Aggrandisement,  we  discover  nlso  no  inconsiderable 
proportion  of  those  immense  resources,  which  have 
contributed,  in  so  great  a  degree,  to  the  power  and 
splendor  of  the  Nation  :  and  these  resources  arc  fur- 


VIE 

Documents  ^'^^  tme  Valuation  of 
nciple  establi^^^^' ^f   ^^^^^^Is   and 


the 
tlic 


disc 


indLie 


1 
8 

10 


\  Linens^  ^  i 
"i      Wroug 

Lincns,M  ' 

British  P  7 


Total  Valuf  of 

Mercluindise  Imported 

and 

Exported. 


10,502,307     15       3 

11*013,937     ti       3 
11638,144.      6      5 


Xba» 


UVBR' POLICE. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


iicn  ami  Colonial 
ade,   Uc.    -    - 
rtigm  CMStiMg. 
nscy,  jersey,&c. 
ad     -    • 
itish  Coasting, 
Trade 

and  and  Wajes 
land      -      -    . 


Ship$ 
including 

their 
repeated 
voyages. 


1946 

46 
176 

3676 

5916 

684 


Aggregate 
Tonnage. 


] 


$15,148 

5*344 
31,814 

656,000 

500,000 

6o,ooo 


I 


Value  of       ,' 
Iin|>orts        1 

Value  of 
Exports. 

a3i059.SJ3    7  6 

1 

118,916  11  8 
i.878,971    7  1^ 

1,700,000    0  0 

3,900,000    0  0 

ioo,poo    0  0 

£'         *'  ^* 
»6»387,363  "»  4 

83,181  11   I 
*59.«»*  14  1 

10,000    0  • 

i,ioo,opo   0  0 

300,000  0  0 

13,444     I    1,779.316        |30,9$7*4S>      7  41*9.640.568    4    6 
30.9S7»4*«    7    4 

Total  Imports  and  Exports  £*6o,597,989  11  10 


To  njoblcb  add  Inland  Trade ^  Vc» 

1  Trade  within  the*}  Ban;es  and  Punts,  Sec.  in-") 

sot'thePort  inup>  f  g»  eluding    repeated    voyages  f 

k  Lower  Thames,  f  \virb  Grain,  Malt,  Timber,  f 

the  river  Lea.        J  Sec.  estimated  at  J 


-    135,000   O    O 


P- - 

3  sit; 


Add  alto  the  *value  of  Brttiih  Shippings  l^c. 

ri40i  J  British  vessels  inForeign  I    ^^^^ 
I    ^    J     Trade,  average  f    ' 

I    4«8     Colliers 
I    496     England,  ■> 
J      32      Wales,    > 


Coasters    - 
97     Scotland^ 
3507      River  Craft  and  Traders 
, ,  ,^  J  Wheries,  Buiiiboats  and  \ 
,^^^9  J     PeurBoau        -        J 


700,000 
525,000 


o    o 
o    o 


o    o 


350,000 
25,000 


o 
o 


o 

o 


9,200.000   o  o 


9300 


Total  property  in  the  River  J       70,031,989  11  lO 
1  hames,  annually         J       /  »  J  »:»  ^^ 


Thus 
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Thus  it  would  appear,  that  the  estimated  vbIm 
of  the  Commercial  Property  which  floats  in  the 
Kiver  Thames,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  ex- 
ceeds Sn-oily  Millions  sUrUng !  Wljen  to  ihii 
\\t  add  the  Coals  >md  Goods  of  all  kiods  con- 
stantly cx|io#cd  it)  Craft ;  Ships  af  H'ar,  GwihwtU 
anj  Triim^'^rts ;  llie  Ihys  for  conveying  Naval, 
\'jctiialliii{;,  Ordnance  and  Military  Stores,  to  and 
from  the  public  Arsenals  at  Deplfbrd,  Woolwidli 
Sliccrnc?s  and  Chatham,  to  Ships  of  War  and  Trans* 
ports  on  the  River ;  and  to  and  from  Dock-yardt  at 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  :  all  which  must,  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  amount  to  at  leafl  Fh'e Mil/ions.  The 
whole  will  present  an  aggregate  of  Sevenly-Jive  Mil- 
Iir,ns  sterling  of  floating  propcrtv:  all  ofitf  more  or 
less,  subject  to  acts  of  pcculatinn,  fraud,  ntihrzzle-' 
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m.  General  Observations  on  tIib  Harbour  op 
THE  Port  of  London^  and  the  convenisncbe 

AFFORDED  TO  THE  TrADE. 

The  ppeseot  accommodations  for  the  immcMe 

CoQunerce   of  the  Port   of  London,    (with    the 

CKceptbn  of  those  Vessels  that  discharge  their  cargoes 

between  Blackfiiars  and  London  Bridges,)  are  ooow 

prehended  in  that  portion  of  the  River  Thames 

which  extends  fiiom  London-Bridge  to  Deptfbrd,  in 

length  about  four  miles,  and  upon  an  average,  450 

jardswide.    This  Harbour,  from  the  variations  in 

the  depth  of  the  water,  (^  J  is  understood  to  com[Hise 

feur  distinct  diyisionSj  namely  :— 

No.or 


Yardt.  JcVes. 

1.  The  Upper  Pool  from  Lomdon-')  rCoaflcrsi 
Bridge  to  Union  Hole,  for  Ships  >  1600}  &  fmall  V329 
of  250  tons  and  under.     •      •      j  t  Ships    j 

2.  The  Middle  Pool  from   Union  1  C  oiiadle-i 
Hole  to  Wapping   New-Stairs,  >  750 <     sized    J.  1 26 
for  StiM  of  2io  ions.     •     .      )          t     ' " 

3.  The  Lower  Pool  from  Wapping 
New-Stairs  to  Hoife-Ferry-Teer, 
near  Limehoufe,    for   Ships  ofj 
4xx>  tons. 

4.  From  Horse- Ferry  to  the  Moor- 


From  Horse- rerry  to  the  Moor- "J 
ang-Chains  at  Deptford,  for  Ships  f 
of  450  to  500  tons,  drawing  16  f 
feet  water 3 

f^  The  large  Indiamen  drawing  from 


22  to  24  ieet  "water,  cannot  dUchir^e  Total  8*70 

higher  up  than  Blackwall.  *  *a^  "/y 


(/}  For  a  Statement  of  the  Soundings  rf  the  Rircf  Thames,  sec 

ArrMUDi^t  No,  !• 

From 


16 
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From  the  fbr^cMiig  account,  it  would  lean,  tlai 
no  more  than  879  Ships  and  VesBcld  can  be  niilj 
accommodated  in  the  Harbour:  yet^it  frequently  bap- 
pcn;!,  » licii  the  Hceu  arrive  together,  that  fiom  13  to 
l-KHi  VoscN,  induding  Coasters,  arc  in  Fbrt  at  the 
same  tinic. — 300  Collicn  have  been  at  one  time  ii 
the  Poo),  and  there  arc  usually  from  1 30  to  aoo  Sal. 

It  18  moreover  to  be  remembered,  that  the  i 
of  the  Kivcr  is  not  only  thus  occupied  by  Ship*  i 
Vessels  arriving  from  Sea;  but  also  by  the  n 
Craft  necessarily  employed  in  conveying  the  Cbi|^ 
of  the  laffi^T  Ve>scls  to  the  diflerent  Landing  Flaoei. 

The  E.isi-InJiu  Skips  discharge  their  Cargoes  into 
decked  Hoys  belonging  to  the  Company :  A  pnt 
fron)  liic  largest  Ships  frequently  in  Long-Reach, 
and  the  remainder  at  Bluckwail. 
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)f  420  Thnter  ShipSy  which  usually  arrive  in  the 
rse  of  a  year^  about  250  are  kdcn  with  Logs ; 
96  are  rafted  in  the  River,  and  generally  occupy 

times  the  space  taken  up  by  the  Ship  from 
snce  they  have  been  unladen ;  and  the  Vessels 
^hted  with  Deals  occupy  a  great  number  of  Ligh- 
I  in  their  discharge. 

rhc  Coal  Trade  alone,  which  exceeds  the  Foreign 
amerce  in  the  number  of  Ships  annually  dis* 
rged,  requires  double  the  number  of  Graft  which 
xind  necessary  for  the  whole  Import  and  Export 
de  of  the  River.  21 96  Barges,  averaging  about  33 
18  each,  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  71 9903  Tons,) 
chiefly  employed  in  the  Coal  Importation.(y) 
)n  some  occasions,  above  90  Colliers  (each 
airing  on   an  average  13  Barges,)  are  dischai^- 

at  once.      11 70    Coal    Craft    will    then    be 

:n  with  Coals,  occupying  different  parts  of  the 

1  at  the  same  time;  while  the  chief  part  of  the 

aining  Craft,  above  and  below  Bridge,  are  used  as 

ating  Warehouses,  until  the  Coals  can  be  dis^ 

lA  of. 

The  monthly  supply  of  Coals  for  the  Metropolis, 

estimated  at  SCO  Cargoes  of  220  Chaldron  each, 

•6,000  Chaldrons:     It   is   therefore  no   unlikely 

position,  that  (with   some   exceptions,)   50,000 

ildrons,  on  an  average,  remain  exposed  to  dcpre- 

oxi   in  open  Craft  on  the  River  all  the  year 

}d. 

(f)  Seepage  15. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  may  reaaonably  be  cancludedi  t 
the  number  of  Ships,  Veucli.  and  Craft,  lA 
earn  the  Harbour  of  the  Port  of  London,  hi 
with  valuable  property,  outward  and  banMW 
bound,  all  the  year  tlirough,  cannot  be  ntiinatei 
less  than  eleven  hundred.  On  some  occauoni  U 
miist  be  many  more;  for  wc  have  seen  that  Ifl, 
foreign  and  Coasting  Vcsficls  enter  the  Fan 
the  course  of  a  ycar.(f] — ^To  these  we  are  t« 
20no  River  Traders  and  Stationary  Craft,  inclgi 
the  Coal  Barges ;  nuking  in  all  upwarda  of  i 
thousand  Floating  Repo^tortcs  of  valuable  ftagi 
The  unladen  Craft  and  Wherries  will  increue 
ni:inber  to  nearly  SOOoVcsscU  and  Boats  of  allU 
0(:cup\  iiij:  a  spnce  of  four  miles  below,  and  two  | 
abuvc  London  Bridge. 
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in  their  Warehouses.  Acting  under  the  short- 
sighted impulses  of  immediate  gain,  they  have  some- 
times grasped  at  the  possession  of  more  goods  than 
they  could  store  in  places  of  security :  The  result  has 
been  that  perishable  commodities,  have  remained  in 
the  Craft,  or  upon  the  Wharfs,  exposed  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather,  and  generally  to  very  excessive 
plunder. 

In  addition  however  to  these  Legal  Quays,  relief 
baa  been  occasionally  afibrded  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port  through  the  medium  of  Sufferance  IVharfs. 
Although  these  Wharfs  have  generally  been  allotted 
to  the  East  Country  and  the  Coasting  Trade,  penms- 
inon  has  also  been  granted  to  land  Sugars  and  Foreign 
Articles  at  them ;  and  particularly  in  the  years  1793 
and  1799,  w^en  the  arrival  of  several  Fleets  at  the 
same  time  occasioned  an  uncommon  press  of  business. 

Five  of  these  Sufferance  Wharfs  are  situated  on 
the  North  side  of  the  River,  between  the  Tower  and 
Hermitage  Dock ;  the  remainder,  1 8  in  number, 
are  of  larger  dimensions,  but  they  are  all  situated  on 
the  Surry  side.  The  whole  compose  a  frontage  of 
3676  feet  upon  the  River.(r) 

The  detached,  and,  in  some  respects,  the  remote 
situation  of  the  Sufferance  Whar^,  with  various  othei^ 
inconveniences  with  regard  to  the  Warehouses,  ren- 
der them  but  an  indifferent  succedaneum ;  and  the 
hazard  of  loss  by  plunder,  has  been  found  to  be,  in 
many  respects,  much  increased  by  this  alternative. 

(r)  See  the  following  page  for  an  account  of  the  Wharfs. 

Public 
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Public  FoRKir.N  SvrrKRAXCE  Wharfs,  iviikm  tht  Emits 
set  out  by  the  Comuissionbbs  cf  the  Customs,  wd 
farliaiJarly  specified  atui  detreej  fy  them  to  h  Public 
Wharfs,  ck  the  lilh  of  My^  1769. 


[Ftom  the  Second  Re)inrT  of  the  Select  CommiEtee,  itpon  the 

of  the  Port  if  \janimt  page  134;  A^ipauiix,  (C   4  )] 
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V.  Warehouses  for  the  accommodation 

OF  Merchandise. 

The  Warehouses  for  the  accommodatioa  of  Mer-« 
chandise  are  numerous,  and  some  of  those  belonging 
to  the  East-India  Company,  are  splendid  and  com* 
modious  in  the  highest  degree.  Their  goods  are 
carted  to  these  Warehouses  from  their  own  Quays, 
where  they  are  deposited  under  the  care  of  Revenue 
Officers,  specially  appointed,  as  the  duties  are  never 
paid  until  the  goods  are  delivered  after  a  Sale  takes 
place ;  a  privilege  which  could  not  iail  to  give  ao 
inconoeivable  spring  to  Commercial  pursuits  if  ex« 
tended  to  all  the  other  great  branches  of  Trade. 

The  Warehouses  at  the  Legal  Quays,  where 
Sugars  and  other  West-India  commodities  arc  gene- 
rally landed,  arc  not  equal  to  the  accommodation  of 
more  than  32,000  hhds.  of  Sugar:  Those  at  the  Suf^ 
ferance  Wharfs/  if  not  occupied  with  other  goods, 
would  contain  6o,000  more ;  {s)  but  as  they  are  gene* 
rally  allotted  for  other  Merchandize,  and  as  it  fre- 
quently happens,  especially  during  war,  that  of  an 
importation  of  1 50,000  hhds.  in  the  course  of  six 
months,  120,000  will  arrive  in  three;  the  conse- 
quences have  been  that  Sugars,  and  other  valuable 
commodities,  have  been  piled  upon  the  Quays  six  or 
eight  hogsheads  high. 

Under  such  circumstances,  previous  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police  Office,  the  property 

(i)  Set  Table  of  Sufierance  Whaifs,  page  32. 

D  of 
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uf  ihc  I'luiiU'i's  anil  Merchants  bcraine  a  proli6c 
liarvcst  (u  the  hunlcs  of  [jluiidcrcrs  who  work  upon 
the  KiviTj  ami  prtml  nhoui  ihc  Wharfs. — The  Ships 
ami  Lighters  -Slsiy  btwuiic  tcin|K)rarv  warehouses, 
equally  ihc  ohjccls  of  pillage,  ami  daily  and  nightly 
dcprrduticns,  tu  an  extent  that  exceeds  alt  rredibility; 
while  those  to  whom  the  protcetion  of  the  property 
was  then  coinniitied  were  themselves,  in  many  in- 
stanees,  ino^t  deeply  implicated  in  the  viHainy. 

Hut  ihc  evil  was  by  no  means  confined  to  depre- 
dations eonuiiittetl  on  merchandise  thus  exposed. 
The  lix»*e  system  wlii:li  then  [wrvadcd,  and  il  is  to 
be  feared  still  iHrrvade-;,  the  interior  of  the  Ware- 
honsct!,  is  productive  of  nuic!)  abuse  and  no  little  pecu- 
lation. I'f  which  more  will  b:-  Elated  in  its  proper  place. 

Having  tluis  followetl  tlic  Navigation  and  Com- 


• 
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already  given.  It  will  therefore  be  sufficient  briefly 
to  show  the  progress  of  this  great  branch  of  the 
National  income,  and  to  trace  it  from  an  early  period 
to  its  present  wonderful  amount* 

In  the  year  l6l3^  according  to  Davenant^  the 
Customs  of  the  Port  of  London  stood  thus— 

On  Goods  Outwards  .    .  ;^-6i,322  i6  7 

Inwards  •  •  •       48,250     I  9 

— ^ ^09*572  18    4 

In  the  same  year  the  Customs  of  all  England 

produced  only 35»S<>3    9    4 

Being  nearly  three  to  one  in  favour  of  tht 
Metropolis. 
In  1666  the  same  Author  states  that  the 
^vhole  Customs  of  England  were  farmed 

by  the  year,  at 390,000    o    o 

From  1671  to  1688  the  whole  Customs  of 

England  produced  on  an  average  yearly,  only      555»7S^    0    ^ 
From  1700   \o  17 14  the  Revenue  of   the 
Customs  of  England,  on  an  average  of  15 

years,  yielded i>352>764    o    • 

While  in  17 11  the  Customs,  as  stated  by 
Davcnant  to  have   been  received  in  the 
Port  of  London  alone,  amounted  to    •    •  i>3S3>485     o    o 
In  1725  the  Customs  of  this  Port  amounted 

to  about %•     •     •   1,500,000    o    c 

—  1750  .  Idem,  exclusive  of  the  Excise  on 

Spirits,  Tea,  &c.  &c.  about      •  •      •  1,750,000  o  o 

—  1775  .  Idem  .    •   .   Idem  •    .  Idem  2,250,000  o  p 

—  1785  .   Idem  .    •   .    Idem  -   •  Idem  2,500,000  o  o 

—  1795  .  Idem  •   *    •   Idem  .   .  Idem  3,643,940  9  11 

—  1796  •   Idem  .   .   •    Idem  •    .  Idem  4ii68,66i  11  2 

—  1798  .   Idem  •  •   •   Idem  •    •  Idem  4,815,031  16  a 

—  1799  .    Idem,  including  Convoy  duties   6,422,791  o  5 

D  2  From 
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I-Vuin  iiiis  ju^i  [XHtitof  view  in  which  the  subject 
is  placi:<l,  the  uiind  nnist  be  struck  with  astonishment, 
(cspci-iully  H-hcn  it  is  conisidcrpd  that  the  immense 
duties  cf  r..\cisc  are  not  included,)  at  a  progress  so 
rapid,  tiiuicr  the  weight  of  so  many  succeeding  wani, 
nnd  tcniiiiiatiiifr  at  a  criMS  of  unexampled  Public 
e\}x;iict',  in  so  splendid  a  display  of  the  Q)mmercial 
ciiicrprizc  of  tlie  MiTchauts,  and  the  opulence  of 
the  Mctro|>uIis;  cxhihiting,  at  the  same  time,  the 
ability  ii  [wssfj^scs  of  contributing,  in  every  exigency  of 
danger  and  dittieuhv,  to  the  cIVeciual  aid  of  the  State. 

The  fact  however  is,  that  not  a  little  of  the  success 
of  the  ConniKTce  of  the  Port  of  London,  is  to  be 
jittributcd  in  rhc  spring  wliirh  has  been  given  to  it 
by  the  wijc  aii'l  ciilightiMJcdpo!ii*y  adopted  by  the  Go- 
I  the  course  of  tlic  present  War. — This 
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CoNCLUBiNG  Observations. 

While  every  lover  of  his  Country  must  glory  in 
its  Commercial  Aggrandizement,  and  in  the  exalted 
pre-eminence  which  she  holds  among  the  Nations  of 
the  World  ;  the  same  spirit  of  patriotism  should  act 
as  an   incentive  to  the  establishment  of  those  prin- 
ciples of  moral  rectitude,  which  form  the  only  true 
and  solid  foundation  of  permanent  p^fpf^i*y9  either 
among  Nations  or  Individuals.    How  much  soever 
the  mind  may  be  dazzled  with  the  glare  of  power  and 
wealth,  no  truth  is  better  established  than  this;  that 
where  riches  flow  upon  a  Country,  exhibiting  in  one 
scale  the  advantages  arising  from  the  accumulation 
of  masses  of  property,  these  blessings  arc  but  too 
frequently  weighed  down  by  an  accession  of  crimes 
in  the  other: — these,  unless  their  increase  is  prevented 
in  due  time,  will   forcibly   operate  in  sapping  the 
foundation  of  all  morals,  and  insensibly  lead  to  those 
consequences  which  have  fatally  terminated  the  Pcnr* 
er,  the  Splendor^  and  even  the  Ex'tstmce  of  Nations. 

The  present  state  of  society  and  manners— The 
wonderful  change  apparent  in  the  habits  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Community — The  recent,  and 
perhaps  too  effectual  attempts  to  undermine  that 
sense  of  Religion  and  moral  rectitude,  which  re- 
imports and  Exports  to  "^  To  Spain  •  •  •  •  .  >C*94797>9  17    ^ 

and  from  the  Port  of  Lon-  f  To  France  and  Flan- 

ilononly,  for  the  year  end- r     den 1,01^9017   19    o 

ing  the  5th  of  Jan.  1^98. 3  To  Holland    .  ..  •   2^2114362    o  jo 

Total  .  .  /.4*i74>»39  »7     ^ 

Strained 
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Strained  the  mass  of  ilie  people  from  minor  acts  of 
dclin(|iieiicy  ;  All  ilicsc  considerations  call  for  such 
internal  regulations  as  may  operate  in  the  most  imme- 
diate manner,  in  controlling  the  ilUdirecicd  and  tu- 
multuous activity  of  human  pashions;  to  counteract 
llie  influence  of  wealth  under  its  various  attractions 
of  [ileasure  and  pain  ;  and  to  prevent  it  from  dis- 
seminating its  poison,  while  it  confers  its  blessings. 

To  cfVcL't  this  purpose,  inr:siimahU  in  a  national 
point  ofvieu-,  and  benevolent  and  humane  to  all 
whose  vices  and  enormities  it  tends  to  restrain,  a 
Folicf  must  be  resorted  to  uixin  the  broad  scale  of 
Gtiii ral  Prevention — Mihi  in  i/s  operJlionSy — Effw 
tn-e  in  its  results  ;  having  JusiiiY  and  humanity  for 
i.'S  basis,  ami  the  general  security  of  the  Stale  and  in- 
diviiiudJs  for  its  ultimate  ohjcct. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Reflect'umson  the  origlriy  rise,  and  progress  of  Defreda^ 
tions  on  the  River  Thames. — Causes  assigned^  viz. 
Smuggling  pursuits  generating  Depravity — Impu- 
niiy-^The  want  of  apposite  LawSj  and  the  means 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. — River  Plunder  felt 
as  a  serious  evil  about  the  middle  of  the  Century. ^^ 
The  Bumhoat  Act  of  the  2d  Geo.  Iir.  Cap.  28. — Its 
Provisions  explained. — Bumhoats  greatly  diminished 
since  the  passing  of  this  act — Supplied  hy  the 
IVatermens  boats. — The  inefficacy  of  the  Bum- 
boat  Act  explained. — Culprits  support  one  another 
by  raising  a  general  Fund  for  Penalties.  The  in- 
jury to  the  Crown  and  the  Subject ^  from  this  source 
in  the  Century ^  estimated  at  Ten  Millions  Sterling. 
An  Inquiry  instituted  in  1797?  with  a  view  to  the 
establishing  a  Police, — A  detail  of  the  evils  zvhich 
the  adoption  of  the  System  developed^  1  st,  with  re- 
spect  to  the  Depredations  of  River  Pirates — 2d. 
Night  Plunderers — 2d.  Light  Horsemen — Aih. 
Heavy  Horsevien — 5/A.  Journeymen  Coopers — 6/A. 
ffatermcn — Jth.  Mud- larks — Sth.  Rat-catchers — 
p/A.  Game  Lightermen — 10//;.  Scuffle-hunters, — • 
Pillage  on  the  Quays. — TFarehouscs. — The  Devil 
hogsheads  explained. — The  aggregate  loss  under  pre^ 
tence  of  dravSing  Samples^  estimated  at  70,000/.  a 
year  in  I  Test- India  articles,  exclusive  of  ger^eral 
plunder. — Concluding  observations. 

3  .  No 
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JN  o  sooner  had  ihe  Commerce  of  the  Ri\-er  Tbunei 
arrived  at  that  point  ot' respectability,  which  rendensd 
it  necessary,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Port, 
to  remove  Merchandise  in  large  qiuntitics  from  Shipi 
and  Vessels  to  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Landing- plarcs,  and  vice  verta^  than  it  appean  to 
huvc  bcco  aflUctctl  by  Criminal  Depredation. 

It  is  probable,  hDwe\-cr,  (although  the  ftct  cannot 
be  clearly  ascertained)  that  this  hat]  not  become  a 
very  serious  evil,  until  after  the  commencement  of 
the  18ih   Century. 

The  progress  of  evil  propensities  was  slow,  while 
a  sense  of  Keligion  and  Morality  operated  in  a  greater 
degree  than  at  present,  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
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The  unpcppularity  which  attached  upon  all  Imposts 
levied  on  the  Subject  in  the  earlier  periods  of  Society, 
when  men's  minds  were  less  expanded  and  cn« 
lightened,  rendered  illicit  transactions  and  frauds 
upon  the  State  less  an  object  of  reproach  than  of- 
feooes  committed  on  the  property  of  individuals : 
This  indeed  continues  too  much  the  case  even  at 
the  present  day,  and  hence  the  minds  of  the  Offend- 
ers cease  to  be  restrained  by  a  sense  of  the  moral 
turpitude  of  the  action. 

By  degrees,  probably  (though  the  transition  was 
easy)  little  distinction  was  made  in  illicit  transac- 
tions between  the  jidventure  of  the  Individual^  and 
the  Properiy  of  the  Merchant  or  Consignee  of  the  Cargo. 
The  habit  once  acquired  of  removing  the  one  in  a 
clandestine  manner,  led  by  analogy  to  the  removal 
of  the  other. — ^The  mind  thus  reconciled  to  the  ac- 
tion, the  offence  screened  by  impunity,  and  appa- 
rently sanctioned  by  custom,  the  habits  of  pillage 
increased :  others  seduced  by  the  force  of  example, 
and  stimulated  by  motives  of  avarice,  soon  pursued 
the  same  course  of  Criminally,  while  the  want  of 
apposite  Laws,  and  the  means  of  carrying  into  exe- 
cution those  that  existed,  gave  an  extensive  range  to 
Delinquency.  New  Converts  to  the  System  of  Ini- 
quity were  rapidly  made.  The  mass  of  Labourers 
on  the  River  became  gradually  contaminated. — A 
similar  class  upon  the  Quays,  and  in  the  VV'are- 
houses,  caught  the  infection,  and  the  evil  expanded 
33  Commerce  increasecL 

Certain 


41  TXBATI8E  Oir 

Certain  !t  is,  that  Depredations  on  the  Fkntlii; 
Property  in  the  River  Thames  were  felt  u  a  fagr 
seiioiis  evil,  so  early  as  the  middle  of  the  Centtny; 
since  it  a[)|>cars  that  various  ef&rts  were  used  aboat 
that  pt-rio(l,  to  put  the  then  evsting  La«i  iaew- 
cution,  for  the  purpose  of  suppresning  the  TMi 
committrd  on  the  Tackle,  Apparel  and  Stores,  and 
nl^iu  on  the  Carj;oe!>,  of  Ships  and  Vcsseb  lading  ant 
(li-eliitrgiii^  in  the  Port  of  London :  These  efibits 
proving  iiiL'tVocttial  from  the  de^ciency  experienced. 
in  the  Laws,  recourse  was  had  to  the  L^ilatBR^ 
which  ill  length  produced  the  Act  of  the  2d  of  Us 
prc%nt  Majcsiy,  cap.  28,  *'  to  prevent  tht  tm- 
"  mtltaig  of  'lliejls  anj  I  rands  by  persons  awn^ 
"  giii'mg  liumiuiils  and  olhtr  lioali  iipom  til 
"  /iiver  Ihtiniis"  —  Proin    the  Preamble   to  du 
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^^  and  fraudulently  carry  away  the  same /'^likewise 
"  encourage  such  Seamen  and  Labourers  to  dispose  of 
"  such  Cordage^  Cahks^  and  Buoys,  and  such  Goods, 
^^  r  Merchandise,  Materials  and  Stores,  secretly  and 
"  unlawfully,  whereby  great  losses  are  sustained  by 
"  Merchants  and  Owners  of  juch  Shifs  and  Vesselsj 
*'  and  other  Craft  trading  in  the  said  River '^ 

The  existence  of  the  evil  is  here  strongly  depicted^ 
and  the  object  in  view,  seems  to  have  been  the  pro^ 
tection  of  the  Stores  an4  Materials  of  Vessels  trading 
to  the  Port  of  London,  as  well  as  their  Cargoes. — 
Considerable  pains  seem  to  have  been  bestowed  in 
attempting  to  reach  the  evils  that  existed^  and  a 
certain  expence  was  incurred  in  obtaininrr  this  Act: 
Yet,  perhaps  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a 
local  Statute,  fourteen  years  actually  elapsed  after 
its  passing,  before  any  one  of  its  provisions  ^^'as 
carried  into  effect. 

It  has  indeed  been  the  case  with  many  very 
salutarjr  and  wholesome  Laws,  that  they  have 
remained  a  dead  letter  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
Community. 

These,  among  numerous  other  inconveniences, 
^'hich  are  suftbred  by  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Public,  clearly  demonstrate,  that  an  active  prin- 
ciple is  wantipg  in  the  Body  Politic,  not  only  to  give 
effect  to  the  Laws  now  in  being  for  the  well-ordering 
of  Society,  but  to  suggest  others,  as  circumstances 
change,  whereby  the  rapid  strides  of  Delinquency 

ipay 
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may  be  impeded,  and  ■  gretter  portion  of  S 
extended  both  to  Life  and  Propeny. 

By  this  Act  it  is  provided  '*  That  the  Ownen  aft 
orPenona  usiog  Bumboats  between  Loikkm  Bndgt 
and  the  Hope  Point,  for  the  purpoae  of  buterinf 
their  Wares  with  Seamen  and  Labotireia  in  the 
River,  should  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  Tadt 
until  llegistcred,  Marked,  Numbered,  and  ^^vmtr* 
by  the  Trinity  Corporation  ^(m)  who  are  alao  autboriacd 
under  their  Common  Seat  (and  the  same  authoritj 
is  given  to  any  seven  or  moae  Owners  or  Masienof 
Ships  then  wholly  or  partly  in  the  Kiver)  to  qipoiot 
persons  who  shall  have  authority  to  search  utd  de* 
tun  any  Boat  having  goods  on  board,  suspected  to  ba 
part  of  the  Cargo  or  Materials  of  any  Ship  or  Veaid  is 
the  River  Thames,  and  to  have  been  stolen  we  un)a«> 
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sons  having  Ropes^  Stores,  and  other  Goods,  suspect- 
ed to  have  been  stolen,  or  unlawfully  procured, 
fixnn  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames,  and 
to  bring  the  thirties  in  like  manner  before  a  Justice : 
The  Offender,  ifunable  to  produce  a  person  to  prove 
the  sale  and  delivery,  or  to  give  a  satisfectory  ac- 
coant.  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 
The  goods  so  seized  are  to  be  deposited  with  the 
Churchwardens  of  the  Parish,  or  in  any  other 
convenient  place,  and  if  not  claimed  after  duo 
notice,  they  are  to  be  sold,  and  the  produce  divided 
between  the  Informer  and  the  Parish. 

*^  Justices  are  also  authorised  upon  Information, 
on  Oath,  of  a  suspicion  of  the  Concealment  of  Goodsf, 
stolen  from  Ships  or  Vessels,  in  any  house  or  place, 
to  grant  a  warrant  to  search  ;  and,  if  Goods  are 
found,  to  convey  the  same  with  the  occupiers  of 
the  house  before  a  Justice  :  The  Offenders  refusing 
to  give  an  account  to  his  satisfaction,  by  what  means 
they  were  obtained,  or  to  produce,  in  a  reasonable 
time,  the  Parties  from  whom  they  were  purchased, 
Rhall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

"  The  Penalty  inflicted  by  the  Act,  in  all  the  fore- 
going cases  of  misdemeanors,  is  40s.  for  the  first  Of^ 
fence,  and  4/.  for  the  Second,  and  every  subsequent 
Offence,  to  be  levied  by  Distress  and  Sale  ;  or,  in 
default  of  such  Distress,  the  Offender  to  be  impri- 
soned for  the  first  Offence  one  Month,  for  the  second 
tHo  Months,  and  for  evdiy  subsequent  Offence,  till 
he  shall  be  discharged  by  the  Sessions. 

6  ^'  Pawn- 
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"  Fau-nbrokcrs  and  otben  are  also  authariiednl 
required  to  suvp  sufipcctcil  persons  ofinii^  gDodi 
to  !ui1<.-,  •iiip[i(isod  to  he  part  of  (he  Cargo  or  Mala- 
riaU  ot'  \~tit>'id-<,  and  to  bring  the  Firttes  befbma  Jai* 
tifcin  l)c  dealt  with  asin  ttic  foregoing cawa: 

"  It  IS  liy  tliis  Act  made  nn  Oftcnce  punUwblelf 
14  ^-cnr>'  Trins[>orlation,  to  buy  or  receive  Goodi 
stuli::i  iVuin  Vc53i-l5  in  the  River  Thames ;  and  vilb 
seven  ve:irs'  Trunsportaiion,  to  cut,  spoil,  or  dm' 
iniigc  any  Cordage,  Cables,  Buuys,  Buay-rope%  AT 
Iloiidi'a>i-4,  llxcd  to  Anchors  or  Moorings  in  da 
Uiver  'l'!.:iiiii's,  with  an  intent  to  steal  the  mati 
and  the  like  I'ltniiihment  of  seven  years*  Tramportfr- 
tiun,  is  inliicted  for  ob&truciing  the  execution  of  Am* 
Act.'* 

This  is  the  only  Statute  whieh  at  present  qiptiOi' 
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Whether  the  enforcing  the  penalties  of  this  Act, 
bad  the  effect  to  banish  this  class  of  River  Hawkers 
from  the  Pool,  or  from  whatever  cause  it  has  pro- 
ceeded, certain  it  is,  that  their  number  is  greatly  di- 
minished! within  the  last  20  years,  since  it  appears 
there  are  only  at  present  155  (*)  upon  the  Registers, 
who  have  received  Licences,  and  these  chietjy  carry 
OQ  their  traffic  among  the  Shipping. in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gravcseqd,  where  many  of  them  reside^ 
out  of  the  view  of  those  who  are  authorised  to  con- 
trol them. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  Successors  to  these  Traf- 
fickers in  Plunder,  were  soon  found  in  the  fraternity  of 
Watermen,  who  appear  to  have  given  at  least  equal, 
if  not  greater,  facility  in  the  removal  and  disposal 
of  Stolen  Property  ;  for  the  evil,  instead  of  being 
lessened  by  the  diminution  of  the  Bumboats,  has 
been  gradually  increasing  every  year.  It  is  evident 
also,  that  the  detection  of  Oflbnders,  and  the  nu- 
merous convictions  under  this  Act,  (j)  have  been 
equally  inefficacious  : — On  the  contrary,  it  appears 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  operated  in  a 
manner  diametrically  opposite  to  the  views  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  zeal  and  exertions  cf  the  Ma- 
gistrates. For  the  Culprits  on  discovering  that  the 
penalty  in  the  first  instance,  and  recourse  was  sel- 

(r)  Vide  Appendix,  No.  II, 
Ijf)  The  Buxnboat  convictions  have  exceeded  2500  since  the  Act 
vas  put  in  force,  and  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  could  nor  atmount 
to  lea  than  from  six  to  seven  thousand  pounds. 

dom 
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doiii  bad  to  the  severer  pemlticfl,  amounted  only  lo 
4Uf.  011(1  thut,  prt-vious  to  ilic  InstitDDoa  of  a 
River  Oiianl  under  the  Marine  Police,  even  Ultl  pe> 
nalty  did  not  probably  attach  to  out  offam  hi  fJnv 
arfour  hundred,  lliey  established  a  general  Siiiunf- 
iioH  dill,  tor  the  pur|)o&e  o(  defraying  all  CKpenon 
arising  ftum  detections,  penalties,  and  fbrfeunRL 
This  Siibticription  the  pro6ts  of  their  Plunder  vdl 
cnubled  (hem  to  support :  and  hence,  inatCMl  «( ■ 
check,  tlic  Statute  was  made  to  operate  aa  a  Idndcf 
licence,  and  this  mischievous  and  extensive  Coaf^ 
deracy  was  cmnnraged  to  continue  iti  CDonwi 
Depredations  on  Commercial  l^roperty  witboutjtbB 
dread  uf  puni.sliment;  tor  the  common  fund  aee«nd 
tbem  against  all  espcnccs  in  cases  of  convicttaii,aild 
indeed  ;i<^ain»t  the  possibilicv  ol* suffer 


spcct  to  this  alarming  evil  in  all  its  gradations,  with 
a  view  to  the  fbrmatioil  of  a  System  of  River  Police^ 
which  might  stem  the  torrent  of  existing  mischief, 
fltid  bvcfCome  thos6  difficulties  Which  had  hereto- 
fore ba^cd  the  United  efforts  of  the  Merchatits;  and 
^halty,  thai  by  a  mild  a^d  phid^ilt  application  of  th6 
arfb  df  te^i  authdrily^  Strengthened  by  a  competent 
civil  V6ltt±y  micb  iHek^ured  might  be  adopted  as  should 
befefltetual  lb  subduing  the  enbiiiy,  and  in  protecting 
th6  ^datlH^  Property  updh  the  RiVer  'Thames,  from 
I  CoittlnQ&iicd  of  the  unexattipled  Depredations  to 
which  it  hid  so  long  been  subject. 

This  inquiry  has  developed  the  scene  of  iniquity 
which  is  now  to  be  detailed,  and  brought  under  the 
review  of  the  Reader ;  which  will  serve  at  otice^  as 
ta  ifftfAgable  pfoof  of  the  policy  and  necessity  of 
timely  otpedietits^  to  prevent  th^t  multiplication  of 
Crimes,  which  Are  the  never-failing  attendants  of 
opulence;  and  as  a  beacon  to  the  Commercial  World 
against  thd  evils  resulting  from  this  source. 

Aftef  tfftvelling  ov^r  Volumes  of  Documents^  ex- 
hibiting the  various  devices  to  which  Delinquents 
had  AtoOurse  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  Plunder  on 
the  River  Thames,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to 
nrdfnge  th6  details  respecting  this  extensive  mischief 
tader  the  following  heads  :-^ 


%  \  Rivi* 
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I.  RlVBK  PiBACT. 


This  P|K:cics  of  Depredation  was  cairied  cm  bj 
the  most  desperate  and  depraved  clau  o(  the  fnlciv 
iiity  of  nautical  VagaboncU,  aided  by  Recemn 
(f4iiall)'  tioxiuuj  and  hostile  to  the  intereat  of  So- 
cict) )  who  kept  Old  Iron  and  Junk  Shopa,  in  plactt 
adjacent  to  the  Kiver,  ever  rcad)i  to  depout  and  to 
roncL-ul  the  noutuniat  Plunder  of  these  hostile  Va- 
rauders,  who  were  generally  armed  and  eqaipd 
with  I^ai»,  cither  kept  or  stolen  for  the  p»'«i«ilT 
object  ilicy  had  in  view. 

It  was  tlic  prieticc  of  these  Frcc-booter^  to 
select  dark  nights  for  committing  Depredation ; 
Iiaviiig    [ircv-ioiisly    rcconnoitcrcd  the  Riwr  duriog 
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sion ;  emboldened  by  the  force  of  their  Gangs,  and 
the  fotal  want  of  a  River  Guard.  Well  authenti- 
cated instances  have  been  adduced  of  their  cutting 
bags  of  cotton^  and  other  valuables,  from  the  quarters 
of  Ships  on  their  first  arrival ;  and  even  of  their  weighing 
anchors,  and  getting  clear  off  with  these  heavy  ma- 
terials, together  with  the  Cables  and  every  portable 
article  upon  the  deck  of  a  Ship :  One  instance  in 
particular  occurred  a  few  years  ago,  where  an  Ame- 
rican and  a  Guernsey  Ship  were  plundered  in  this 
manner,  by  the  actual  removal  both  of  Anchors  and 
Cables,  ultimately  in  the  view  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Vessels,  who  were  alarmed  time  enough  to  get  upon 
deck,  to  learn  the  fact  from  the  River  Pirates  them- 
selves ;  who,  as  they  rowed*  off,  told  them  that  they 
had  got  their  Anchors  and  Cables^  at  the  same  time 
wishing  them  a  good  morning. 

They  are  no  less  adroit  with  respect  to  Lighters 
having  cargoes  on  board,  wherever  they  are,  cither 
unprotected,  or  where  they  arc  able  to  bribe  or  over- 
awe the  watch.  Their  practice  has  been  to  cut 
Lighters  with  valuable  cargoes  a-drift,  and  to  follow 
them  until  the  tide  carries  them  to  convenient 
situations  to  be  pillaged,  and  then  to  remove  as  much 
of  the  cargo  as  their  strength,  and*the  opportunities' 
they  possess  of  concealment,  will  admit.  By  such 
I  means  have  the  ponderous  and  bulky  articles  of 
Tallow  and  Hemp  been  plundered  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  while  the  Tackle,  Materials,  and  Stores,  of 

E  2  Vessel^, 


»3 


TUATI«B  Oir 


Vessclf,  of  all  dimcnsioDS,  have  nxfTcnd  aanr^. 
Nut  seldom  nlfo  have  the  portable  PacLjigci  l^ded 
from  Shipb  under  discharge,  u  well  «■  Bain, 
Boxes,  and  Trunks  of  incrchai»ltae>  in  tbeir  ti 
outward-bound  vessels,  been  the  o^eet  of  i 
attacks. 

Prcviouit  to  the  war,  this  class  of  au^Kaoua  ffufr- 
dcrcDi  was  veiy  numcraus.  Tfac  iippreaf  aeriiM 
dlniini>he(t  ihciH  considerably,  but  uplcu  the  « 
of  (he  present  Kivcr  Police  systwn  is  < 
and  improved  by  apposite  Legislative  Fowen,  i 
its  force  considerably  increased,  tbey  will  1 
vntrcincly  furmidablc  on  the  return  of  peaoef  wkn 
so  many  depraved  characters  hUI,  of  coufse,  be  (fiftp 
charj*cd  Irom  the  Knvy  and  Arm^r. 
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triminal  pursuits/  and  share  in  the  booty.    CTn  djfri 
covering  by  this  means  where  plunder  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed, their  practice  has  bcJen  to  provide  therasdves  with 
a  lug-boat,   seized  on  for  the  purpose,   to    pro* 
coed  to  these  unprotected  Lighters  at  mjdnight ;  and 
to  remove  such  parts  of  their  cargoes  as  are  acces- 
sible and  portable :   This  they  convey  immediately 
to  the   place  settled  by  the  Receiver,  or  criminal 
purchaser,  and  there  deposit  the  spoil.    One  instance 
of  this  kind  occurred  in  January  1799 ;  when  a  gang 
of  these  miscreants  were  detected  in  the  a6t  of  lad« 
ing  a  lug-boat  with  Hemp,  from  a  LigHter  near  St. 
Catharine's.    The  Hemp  was  secured,  and  one  df 
the  culprits  at  the  same  time  apprehended  by  the 
Marine  Police  Sur\'eyors;  this  man,  beconiing  after* 
wards  an  evidence  for  the  Crown,  developed^!  scene  of 
iiiiquity  whicli,  from  its  nature  and  extent,  attracted 
particular  notice  ;  especially  as  the  measures  which 
these  adepts  in  this  species  of  Rtver  plunder  resorted 
to,  appeared  not  to  have  been  before  enrolled  in  the 
catalogue  of  devices  practised  by  such  criminals. 
It  turned  out  on  a  full  investigation,  that  five  boat 
loads  of  Hemp,  averaging  about  15  cwt.  each,  had 
iicen  stolen  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  con<- 
veyed  through  London  Bridge  to  Ranelagb  Creek ; 
two  of  which  were  sold  to  a  twine  spinner  in  that 
neighbourhood.     Three  of  the  five  boat  loads,  were 
carted  down  in  the  day  time  openly  to  the  warehouse! 
of  aHeceiver  in  the  City;  while  the  other  two,  were 
ixinveyed  up  to  a  wharf  near  the  premises  of  the 
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9amc  Kt-rrivcr,  and  delivered  by  the  thieves  tlufll- 
selves,  with  every  apjicurance  uf  its  being  i  bit 
transaction,  :iii(I  without  uiiy  suspicion  being  excited 
to  tlic  conirary  ;  ahhoiigti  tlic  goods  were  actuUy 
stoli-ii  the  niglit  before. 

TIic  mode,  buwcvcr,  which  is  practised  in  COQ- 
vrying  tlie^i-  unick-s,  ditU-rji  according  to  the  oauiie 
of  the  (icKids  which  are  stolen.  While  in  some 
easL's  dcliiK|iK'nLs  arc  less  liable  to  detection,  from  the 
p-ciit  extent  of  the  Metnipolis,  in  removing  tbeir 
idtiniliT  to  the  re]xjsitories  uf  the  Itcceivcr  in  t^iea 
itay  ;  so  ill  otlien>,  where  articles  are  subject  to 
ifciziire  by  OtficcRs  of  the  Kcvcnue,  a  nocturnal  ex- 
j)cdiliun  is  planned.  The  fraudulent  purchaser  is 
upprucd  of  the  design.  He  remains  up  during  the 
iiigtR,wit!i  open  duuis,  icady  to  receive  his  a&sociates 
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With  a  supper  and  liquor.  The  watchman  received 
half  a  crown  for  his  civility  in  taking  no  notice  of 
the  transaction. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  plunder  of  the 
Lighters,  there  has  for  a  considerable  time  existed  a 
most  extensive  and  alarming  system  of  depredation 
upon  the  cargoes  of  outward-bound  ships,  in  various 
ways,  by  this  class  of  River  Thieves.  Here  the 
amount  of  the  plunder  is  by  no  means  the  most  se- 
rious evil;  for  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  property, 
which  the  ship-masters  are  always  obliged  to  make 
good,  they  frequently,  at  the  same  time,  have  an  un- 
deserved stigma  fixed  upon  their  character,  produc- 
tive of  consequences  the  most  calamitous  to  them- 
selves and  families,  as  they  are  unjustly  divested  of 
the  tmst  reposed  in  them,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  very  means  of  subsistence. 

Not  long  since,  a  Boat  with  two  trunks  of  printed 
Muslins  of  considerable  value,  was  overtaken  and 
seized  about  midnight,  together  with  two  of  these 
nightly  plunderers,  by  the  Marine  Police  Surveyors. 
On  examination  before  the  Magistrates,  it  appeared, 
that  one  of  the  culprits  had  entered  as  a  mariner  for 
the  voyage  onboard  the  vessel, merely  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  him  the  means  of  plundering  the  cargo 
while  in  the  progress  of  stowage.  With  this  evil 
intention  in  his  mind,  he  placed  the  two  trunks  in 
question  in  an  accessible  situation,  close  to  the  fore- 
scuttle,  the  key  of  which  (for  it  was  always  locked 
in  the  night)  he  took  on  shore  during  the  day  to  the 

Receiver, 


Receiver,  who  ha4  agreed  tp  purali«ie  ^j'lMllt 
vhen  procurci).  Thu  Receiver  got  a  sijQi)>r.  |» 
made;  the  original  being  returned  to  the  |49!Ci$  wbOR 
it  usually  hung  in  the  bioacle,  early  in  the  aT^niavaB 
to  prevent  tiuspicion.  A  little  before  tniUnight,  (hft 
two  thieve:*  went  on  boiird, opened  ihc  souuje-lftf^ 
vith  the  key  which  the  Receiver  Lad  pioqure^  jft 
be  made,  and  the  two  trunks  being  placed,  id  %.Ub 
tuatiun  lu  be  hantU'J  up  at  once,  they  were  ronovd 
into  the  boat  without  discovery  ;  and  tb%  piPpcrlS. 
would  probably  have  never  been  heard  of,  fiad  ibon 
not  at  the  time  been  a  vigiluut  guurd  upon  the  nvOTi 
One  tit'  the  prisoner^  made  a  candid  coofcssiqai. 
and  stated  various  other  robberies  which  bad  bcfMt 
committed  by  similar  devices.  In  the  course  of  |iii 
examination,  be  mentioned  a  particular  ship,  fitfik 
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lias  been  geoerally  conceived ;  for  the  actual  felony 
could  rarely  be  di9co\*ered^  and  indeed,  was  seldom  or 
ever  suspected^  until  the  ship  discharged  her  cargo  at  a 
distant  port.  Deficiencies  of  this  nature,  which  fte^ 
quently  were  imputed  to  inaccuracies  and  mlsiahs 
in  shipping  the  cargo,  were^  in  feet,  the  result  of 
deliberate  acts  of  villainy,  committed  under  circum- 
itances  where  no  clue  to  a  discovery  could  be  found, 
and  where  the  Owners  or  Shipmasters  were  saddled 
with  the  ukimate  loss. 

Encouraged  in  this  manner  by  the  security  against 
detection,  and  the  resource  for  plunder,  which  waa 
afibrded  by  the  transit  of  perhaps  not  less  than  two 
millions  of  packages,  ^composing  outward-bound 
cargoes  in  the  course  of  a  year  ;  it  is  certain  that  this 
species  of  depredation  has,  for -a  length  of  time,  been 
gradually  increasing  ;  and  the  River  plunderers,  per- 
haps from  the  extent  and  value  of  the  booty  which 
is  obtained,  appear,  of  late  years,  to  have  preferred 
this  mode  of  robbery;  particularly  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  River  Police,  which,  has,  in  so  great  a 
degree,  destroyed  the  system  of  pillage  which  pre* 
vailed  in  the  homeward-bound  West-India  cargoes. 

Indeed,  when  the  state  of  morals  among  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  individuals  employed  upon  the  River 
is  considered,  it  ceases  to  be  a  matter  ofwonder^^ 
that  men,  who  may  be  said  to  have  been  regularly 
trained  to  acts  of  delinquency,  whose  expensive 
mode  of  living,  in  consequence  of  depraved  habits, 
iocfeasct  their  wants^  and  who  are  no  longer  re- 
strained 
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Strained  by  anj  Mnx  of  the  turpitude  or  infoHice  of 
the  action,  should  be  driven  from  one  criminal  oon- 
vjtirary  to  another^  to  secure  a  continuance  of  tbetr 
nocturnal  depredations. 

III.   NiGMT    Plunderer!!,    sbnomiiiatbd 

LlGHT-HoUSEMEIf. 

Among  the  \-ariouB  classes  of  depredators  on  tbe 
Wcbt-India  Trade  in  the  Port  of  London,  those  de- 
nominated Light  Ihrsemen  seem  to  have  been  faj  &r 
the  most  |)crtiiciou5,  inasmuch  as  the  pillage  IIkj 
obtained,  by  the  variety  of  ihcir  artful  practices,  wa 
generally  extensive  and  valuable. 

The  Receivers  who  resided  in  the  ^ncinity  of  die 
River,  on  both  sides,  were  the  chief  leaders  in  this 
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Dated  Light  Horsemen^  were  generally  composed  of 
one  or  more   Receivers,    together    with  Gxipere, 
Watermen^  and  Lumpers,  who  were  all  necessary  ia 
their  different  occupations,  to  the  accomplishment 
of  these  iniquitous  designs. — They  went  on  board 
completely  prepared  with  Iron  Crorwsy  jiJzes,  and 
other  utensils,  to  open  and  again  head-up  the  cask&— 
with  shovels  to  take  out  the  Sugar,  and  a  number 
of  Bags  nniade  to  contain  100  lb.  each. — ^These  Bags 
were  denominated  Black  Strap ;  having  been  pre* 
viously  dyed  black,  to  prevent  their  being  seen  in 
the  night,  when  stowed  in  the  bottom  of  a  wherry. 
The  difierent  members  of  the  Gang  had  each  a 
peculiar  province  assigned. — -The  Receivers  generally 
furnished  the  money  necessary  to  bribe  the  Officers 
and  Mate  in  the  first  instance,  and  also  provided  the 
Bhck  Strap.    The  Watermen   procured  as  many 
boats   as   were  wanted.     The    Lumpers   unstowed 
the  casks  in  the  hold.    The  Coopers  took  out  the 
heads,  and  all  hands  afterwards  assisted  in  filling  the 
bags,  dispatching  one  boat  after  another  to  an  ap« 
pointed  place,  and  making  the  best  use  of  the  infa- 
mous licence  they  had  purchased,  in  removing  as 
large  a  quantity  of  property  as  could  be  carried  oflf 
by  the  utmost  exertions  of  excessive  labour ;  which 
seldom  amounted  to  less  than  the  value  of  from  1 50/. 
to  20oA  a  night.  It  has  been  stated  upon  oath,  in  the 
course  of  Judicial  proceedings,  that  in  the  progress 
of  the  delivery  of  a  Ship,  from  1 0  to  1 5  Tons  of 
Sugar  have  been  removed  by  these  nocturnal  expe« 

ditions, 
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dtiotHi,  cxelufive  of  what  nu  obuiaed  by  Uw  Imtf 
pen  during  the  ck^,  which  was  •hv^'s  n<ad»eai4 
unconuulled  wbocvcr  Ni^t  Plmitlcr  h^  sAcM 
place.  This  iiKlalj>eiioe  wu  gencnlly^  ifisiatet}  cM 
and  gpinied  lu  Luntpen,  to  preteni  iheiriMlRnir 
fliscov-eriaaof  whit  they  eatlcd>  the/)nMilty«JMA^ 
which  thej  found  in  the  bold  on  gobig!  w  wodl 
ill  tlic  morning ;  hj  which  ia  andcntood,  HEigrftanb 
from  which  I'rum  one-nxth  to  onc-fbuitb- of  thd  010^ 
tents  had  been  takca  out  the  night  ptccetfing. 

It  was  ascertained  by  evidence  at  the  Old  4rib|f 
and  the  Assizes,  that  trom  three  Shipa  d 
1707,  a  quantity  ofSugani,  ei^ual  tn  the  u 
of  3n  hbds.  was  thus  removed  in  the  nighty  1 
rxceauvc  doily  pillage ;  by  the  whole  of  wbieli  a  Im 
wa>  sustained  of  nearly  thrrc  thnusind  pounda  V 
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This  wa^  obtained  by  means  of  a  regular  system, 
nnaiediaif ly  applicable  to  the  nsture  of  the  article.-^ 
Skins  and  large  Bladders^  with  wooden  nozies^  were 
secretly  oonveyed  on  board.— A  Bribe  was  given,  aa 
in  the  case  of  Sugar  and  Coffin,  to  the  Mate  and 
Revenue  Officers  for  a  Licence  to  draw  off  a  certain 
quantity  fiom  ead)  cask,  for  which  purpose  a  pump, 
Qsnally  denominated  a  Jigger,  was  pre?iou$iy  pro* 
vided,  and  also  tin  tuies  calculated  to  render  tho 
booty  aoceaaihie  in  eveiy  sltpadon. — By  such  devices 
the  Siuna  and  Bladders  were  filled,  and  large  quaa* 
titles  removed  to  the  Houses  of  the  Receivers  during 
the  ni^bL    All  the  Ships  thus  circumstanced^  were 
denominate  Game  Siips.^^lt  is  not  possible  to  ascer-* 
tun  what  proportion,  in  a  Fleet  of  370  or  4CX)  Sail 
might  be  in  this  unfortunate  predicament. — ^The  in- 
formation of  persons  who  had  access  to  know  much  of 
what  was  going  forward^  state  it  at  one-fourth ;  while 
others  do  not  suppose  that  this  species  of  systematic 
depredation  could  extend  to  more  than  one-fifth."-^ 
Certain  however  it  is^  that  the  Plunder  through  this 
medium  waa  excessive»  and  went  to  ao  extent  in 
Sugar^  Cofiee^  Rum^  Pimento,  Ginger^  and  othcf 
articks,  irtucb  exceeds  all  credibility. 


IV.  HEATr 
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IV.  Heavy-Horsembit,  ob  Dat  PLvmsuii. 

Under  tlie  description  of  IJcavy  Horse,  h  cam- 
priscd  tlmt  claims  of  labourers  called  Lumpers, 
who  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  lading  and 
discharging  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames. — ^They  consist  of  a  body  of  about  seven 
hundred  men,  who,  from  long  habit,  hara  acquired 
both  a  knowledge  of  the  means  of  committing  dc- 
pcdations  on  Commercial  Property,  and  the  iIkK^ 
nation,  wherever  opportunities  offer,  of  reducing  it 
to  practice. — ^To  this  phalanx  of  delinquents  may  be 
added  about  se\-en  hundred  more,  who*  are  aboT 
occasionally  employed  in  the  same  line,  when  the 
Fort  is  crowded  with  Shi[»,  and  arc  generally  well 
disposed  to  follow  the  example  of  the  more  reg 
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filled^  were  lashed  to  their  legs  and  thighs,  and 
€:oncealed  under  wide  trowscrs. — By  these  means 
they  were  enabled  to  carry  off  Sugars,  Coffee,  Cocoa, 
Ginger,  Pimento,  and  every  other  article  whioh 
could  be  obtained  by  pillage,  in  considerable  qoan- 
tities. — And  as  the  mistaken  parsimony  of  Ship 
Owners  and  Ship  Masters,  in  not  victualling  these 
Lumpers  on  board,  furnished  them  with  an  excuse  to 
go  on  shore,  in  many  instances,  three  times  -a  day, 
they  generally  endeavoured  to  be  completely  laden 
each  time ;  more  especially  in  cases  where  Night 
Plunder  took  place,  for  then, (as  has  already  boea 
observed,)  they  had  an  unrestrained  Liceupp.to 
Plunder  ad  Ubiiuyn ;  and  under  such  circumstances, 
in  the  cant  language  of  these  miscreants,  the  Ship 
was  denominated  Gaine :  and  the  Contracting  Lum- 
per had  their  Ubour  without  pay,  by  which  means 
he  pocketed  the  whole  of  the  money  received  for 
delivering  the  cargo. — Indeed,  it  has  been  clearly 
established  by  the  testimony  of  not  a  few  of  the 
parties  themselves,  that  when  Ships  were  known 
(from  the  character  of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  a  fact 
easily  ascertained  by  their  connection  and  intercourse 
with  Receivers,)  to  be  Ganie^  interest  was  made  with 
the  Contracting  Lumper  to  be  admitted  to  work  on 
board  without  any  pay^  trusting  to  the  chance  of 
Plunder  for  remuneration  ;  which  often  enabled  the 
criminal  labourers  to  divide  from  one  to  three 
guineas  a-piece  every  night ;  while  the  ^class  of 
irregular  Lumpers,  who  were  not  in  the  same  con- 

fedcracy. 


04  TBBATISI  Otr 

icAtrxjf  migfit  share  about  half  as  nincli,'-4ir  AnA 
cases,  the  rvil  example  wMrh  univenallj  p(CttitlecI« 
contaminated  the  whale  niBLt,  and  Ottptfi^  lUvMit 
Offirtrs^  and  the  Ship's  Crew,  all  ptnicipBted  hi  th^ 
spoil,  while  the  injured  Proprieton  weK  all  tbfi  ttbOe 
UDconsdous  of  the  lones  they  su/Ared. 

Volumes  of  evidence,  upon  oath,  could  be  MUnded 
of  the  shocking  lengths  to  which  tbh  plllige  at- 
tended, and  the  wide  range  it  embnecd;  tadt  titte 
detail  would  be  too  tedious,  it  may  be  only  tieoeMiiy 
to  mention  that  it  has  been  ascertained  bj  till 
ToTuntary  confession  of  one  of  the  priddptl  leid0H( 
that  out  of  ten  Ships  discharged  in  the  RhrerTlttltte^ 
in  the  Autumn  of  1797,  the  Sugar  alone  stolen  ly 
%  particular  Gang,  alibough  sold  near  fifty  per  cent 
tinder  its  real  value,  produced  no  less  than  3073iL 
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the  whole  of  the  iniquitous  practices  which  prevailed 
in  the  discharge  of  the  Fleets  from  theWcst-Indies.(tf) 
The  Lumpers  however,  do  not  appear  to  be  the 
only  class  of  delinquents  who  have  profited  by  the 
system  of  depredations  which  has  been  explained^ 
since  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  pillage  fell  to 
the  share  of 

V.  Journeymen  Coopebs. 

The  labour  of  this  class  of  Mechanics  being  ne- 
cessary to  repair  casks  and  packages,  which  have 
suffered  injury  in  the  stowage ;  about  four  hundred 
are  supposed  to  be  employed  in  difFerent  vessels 
under  discharge,  when  the  Port  is  crowded.  A  large 
proportion  of  these  men  were  accustomed  to  convey 
on  shore  considerable  quantities  of  Sugary  Coffee^ 
and  other  articles,  on  leaving  West-India  fhips 
after  they  quitted  work  in  the  evening ;  and  they 
have  been  even  known  to  break  hogsheads  wilfully  to 
obtain  plunder,  when  it  was  not  accessible  from  the 
general  bad  condition  of  the  cargo.  It  has  also  been 
understood,  that  they  were  even  permitted  to  take 
greater  liberties  than  the  Luqipers,  and  to  pillagQ 
larger  quantities,  as  they  were  seldom  challenged  or 
restrained,  while  on  some  occasions  it  was  customary 
to  cheek  the  rapacity  of  the  Lumpers.(^) 

{a]  For  the  classL*s  and  number  of  these  Labourers,  denominated 
Lumpers,  and  the  prol)able  proportion  of  rhe  corrupt  to  the  honest 
iee/0;/  Chapter  IV.  (Div.  4.) 

{1}  For  the  probable  number  of  this  clasi  who  may  be  coniidcrcd 
as  Delinqicriis  sec /w/ Chapter  IV.  (Div.  6.) 

F  VI.  Waterm£X, 


In  all  West-India  Ship$,  where  Plund^  was  likely 
to  be  obtained^  several  of  this  class  were  accusUMned 
to  assemble  with  their  boats  round  the  Bows  and 
Quarters,  ready  to  receive  bags  and  parcels  of  stolen, 
articles,  with  which,  in  consequence  of  a  precon* 
ccrted  plan,  they  immediately  rowed  on  shore  and 
secured  the  booty, — In  every  instance  where  they 
were  not  themselves  the  actual  thieves,  they  were 
able  and  alert  auxiliaries ;  and  in  a  course  of  years 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police, 
obtained  very  large  sums  by  the  assistance  they 
thus  afforded  to  every  class  of  Depredators  on  the 
River. 

A  Ship-Master  who  had  been  a  stranger  in  the 
River,  finding  himself  beset  by  a  gang  of  audacious 
Lumpers,  who  insisted  on  carrying  away  Plunder 
in  spite  of  all  his  exertions  to  prevent  it,  whil^ 
he  was  engaged  upon  deck  in  searching  these 
miscreants^  a  barrel  of  Sugar  (his  private  pro- 
perty) which  stood  in  the  cabin,  was  in  the  course 
of  a  few  minutes,  emptied  and  removed  in  bags 
through  the  cabin  windows, .  under  which  a  Waters- 
man  with  his  boat  lay  to  receive  it,  and  got  clear  off 
without  discovery,  to  the  surprize  of  the  Captain 
when  he  returned  to  his  cabin« 

In  the  various  ramifications  of  this  exten^ve  and 
nefarious  system,  the  next  in  order  of  the  criminal 
auxiliaries  were  a  class  of  low  and  miserable  beings^ 
who  are  accustomed  to  Grub  in  the  River  at  low 
water  for  old  Ropes,  Metals  and  Coals ;  and  from 

F  2  that 
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that  rirciimsiancc  generally  were  known  by  the  ap- 
pcllatiuii  ol' 

VH.     Ml^D-LARK9. 

In  all  casc^  n  Iicre  any  West  India  or  other  Vessel 
under  (li-<i'liarpc  was  known  to  alUirtl  a  resource  for 
I'i!lj|;f,  ;iiul  ivns  fn>in  that  rin-iimMancc  dcnomi- 
n:it<.<l  a  C.r-ii'  Ship,  tlirsi-  Gnil'bcrs  were  accustomed 
l<i  pruwl  about  in  the  Miul  under  hrr  Bow  and 
UuaritTS,  tor  tin;  puqwDsc  of  FLTi-Mng  from  the 
Luinpcrs,  and  ntlicrs  who  were  cm[»loycd  in  the 
delivery,  bajrs  and  Iinndkcrchicfs  of  Sugar,  Coflec, 
an<l  cither  articU-s,  wliiL-h  they  conveyed  to  the 
houses  and  shops  of  the  Ueccivrrs,  according  to  the 
plan  whicli  Iiad  been  precnneerted  by  the  confede- 
rates in  this  general  conspiracy,' — And  as  the  rcccp- 
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VIII.   Rat-Catchers. 

The  ingenuity  of  men^  devoid  of  the  principles  of 
moral  rectitude^  is  ever  fertile  in  devising  the  means 
of  acquiring  support  by  criminal  expedients. — Among 
the  various  classes  of  delinquents^  who  have  contrU 
buted  to  the  removal  of  Plunder  from  Ships  and 
Vessels  in  the  River  Thames,  are  to  be  included  a  set 
of  individuals  who  pretend  to  follow  .the  profession 
of  Rat'Catchtrs, — Many  ships  being  infested  with 
rats — recourse  is  had  to  persons  who  pretend 
to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  means  of  destroying 
them. — ^Thcy  are  permitted  with  this  view  to  go  on 
board  in  the  night  to  set  their  traps,  and  afterwards  ■: 
to  visit  them  at  such  hours  as  they  choose  to  prescribe 
to  themselves. — In  this  situation  they  become  useful 
auxiliaries  to  Lumpers  and  others,  who  have  concealed 
Plunder  in  the  hold,  until  a  convenient  opportunity  . 
occurs  for  removing  it,  which  they  generally  are 
enabled  to  accomplish  without  suspicion. — It  has 
been  said  that  in  some  instances,  they  not  only  cotn-p 
mit  depredations  themselves,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  access  to  different  ships,  and  to  increase  the 
demand  for  their  professional  hibours^  they  Rave  even 
been  accustomed  to  convey  the  Rais  alive  from  one 
ship  to  another,  as  a  means  of  receiving  pnymcntfor 
catching  the  same  animals  three  or  four  times  over. 

Such  were  the  various  devices  which  had  been 
resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  convey- 
ing 
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tng  away  the  I^ander  from  Ships  and  Veaels,  nnde* 
discbaige,  in  the  River  Thames. — ^This  system  bow- 
ever,  extensive  as  it  appear*  to  have  been,  did  not 
comprisetbewholeof  thcmischicfi  wnce  it  is  known 
that  the  Cargo  was  no  sooner  removed  into  the 
Ugbters,  than  it  became  a  prey  to  a  •new  dusof 
River  Plunderers,  geoerally  denominated 

JX.    GaUE  LiCHTEUffiK. 

This  class  of  aquatic  labourers  are  siilcd  yowwjr- 
tnen. — ^They  comprise  a  very  large  body  of  men, 
part  of  whom,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  are  not  of  the 
criminal  fratemity.(^) 

In  addition  to  the  Rllage  which  these  Joumeynieo 
Lightermen  were  accustomed  to  obtain  in  the  I^b- 
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^nd  calculated  to  hold  considerable  quantities  of 
goods,  not  only  enables  these  Lightermen  to  removo 
bulky  and  valuable  articles,  whether  stolen  or  smug- 
gled, but  also  to  conceal  them  instantly  from  public 
view ;  by  which  means  whole  bags  of  Coffee,  Ginger^ 
Pimento,  and  other  articles,  including  large  quan- 
tities of  Sugar,  have  been  frequently  conveyed  un- 
noticed from  West-India  Ships.  The  stolen  pro- 
perty which  was  thus  concealed  and  locked  up^ 
generally  remained  until  the  Lighter  was  discharged 
of  her  Cargo,  and  afterwards  until  removed  to  the 
usual  station  for  empty  Craft,  off  the  Custom-house 
Quay.  Suspicion  being  then  at  rest,  means  were 
found  by  the  assistance  of  Skiffs  to  land  the  Goods^ 
and  convey  them  to  the  houses  of  the  Receivers. 

A  respectable  Officer  of  the  Customs  confirmed 
what  is  thus  stated  to  have  been  the  practice.  In 
1795,  he  seized  lOQlb.  of  Sugar  and  a  bagof  Coflee, 
in  the  act  of  being  removed  from  a  Lighter  by  means 
of  a  SkifF. — ^In  the  same  year  he  seized  another  bag 
of  Coffee  in  a  similar  situation,  weighing  78  lb.  and 
a  bag  of  Sugar,  weighing  58  lb. 

In  addition  however,  to  these  Partnership  Con- 
cerns, the  Game  Lightermen  traded  to  a  consider- 
able extent  on  their  own  account,  and  seldom  failed 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  that  offered, 
whereby  they  could  abstract  a  part  of  the  Cargo 
under  their  charge;  for  which  purpose  they  resorted 
to  those  various  devices  in  which  the  minds  of  men, 

in 
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ill  a  course  of  Criminal  Turpitude,  ir  bni  too 
fertile. 

Among  other  contrivances  when  theCirgo  in  inut, 
and  otiier  circunutanccs  (such  as  a  good  undentand- 
ing  with  the  Kcvenue  Ufliccr)  offer  ■  resource  far 
Plunder,  measures  are  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
losing  the  tide,  that  time  may  be  given  to  cfiect  the 
object  ill  \'ic\v.  The  Lighter  is  remo\'cd  to  a  coo- 
venicnt  situaltun.  Casks  and  {raekages  are  opened, 
and  a  Skift'  attends  for  the  purpOK  of  eoni'cyiiig  on 
shore,  in  the  night,  the  Plunder  which  is  obtained, 

A  Lighter  having  taken  on  board  a  cargo  of  Oil 
from  a  Vcs-scl,  which  had  arrived  from  the  firhiah 
Colonies  in  America,  the  Lightcnncn  who  had  her 
in  charge,  wilfully  contrived  to  lose  tlic  tide  in  her 
way  up  the  River.     Having  thus  obtained  time  for 
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vrith  the  Oil  which  had  thus  been  purposely  ab-^ 
stractcd.  The  Lightermen  had  the  cflronteiy  to 
claim  it  as  their  perquisite^  and  seemed  highly 
ofTended  at  being  deprived  of  it.  This  discovery 
however^  clearly  explained  by  what  means  he  bad 
been  plundered  on  former  occasions.(f ) 

When  Sugars^  Coffee,  Pimento,  and  Ginger  are 
thus  circumstanced,  not  a  few  of  the  Casks  and 
Packages  are  reduced  considerably  in  thdr  contents 
before  they  reach  the  Quay,  where  they  are  to  be 
discharged. — Of  this  species  of  Pillage  many  in- 
stances have  occurred,  and  it  has  generally  been  felt 
as  a  very  serious  evil : — not  confined  to  the  West- 
India  Trade  alone,,  but  pervading  the  whole  Com^ 
merce  of  the  River: — even  Staves  and  Timber  of 
different  kinds  have  been  purloined  in  this  manner. 

A  case  occurred  about  four  years  ago,  where  a 
quantity  of  American  Staves  were  slolcn  from  the 
Cargo  of  the  Lighter,  concealed  in  one  of  those 
Lockers,  and  afterwards  disposed  of  clandestinely 
at  an  under  price.  Logwood  and  Fustic,  and  all 
Dje-woods,  have  been  generally  subject  to  exces- 
sive Plunder,  both  in  the  Lighters  and  on  the 
Wharfs,  from  the  case  with  which  they  can  be  re- 
moved. It  is  not  uncommon  to  throw  Logwood 
and  Fustic  over  board,  for  the  purpose  of  picking 
it  up  when  the  tide  ebbs. 

The  truth  in  fact,   is,   that  nothing  escapes  the 

(e)  See  Treatise  on  the  PoUce  of  the  Metropolis. 

rapacious 


ntJBcioin  graftp  «r  that  ftquuic  CtrrieM ;  utA  tlkdr- 
Ingenuity  has  ever  been  on  tbe  stretcfa  tA  deritt  tbe 
meant  of  ccmTerting  Piiiage  ittto  Ptrpatita, 

In  tptte  of  the  grtateft  tHentwfi  on  tbe  part  afflw 
Master  Lightermen,  who  an  genefatty  ytty  tia^tbU 
able,  it  has  been  fonnd  ifflpOMftte  tt  ttMHA*  Om 
JonmeymeQ,  w  to  Iteep  tlKn  nittiifl  tlife'titMtt^of 
booesty.  ^    ^  \  .j-ft.. 

While  tbdr  lighttrs  km  M  tbe  CtBiiyt^  fiHIMM# 
bare  occurred,  where  tbejaaraeyinen  bate  iAUfMf 
into  «  conspracy  with  tbe  WatcfatNm  (trtMt  'IM> 
many  oeo^a,  in  tht  fbmng  of  the  SeaaoM^  IV 
aaid  to  be  a  man  of  their  own  appointnient)  to 
plunder  their  own  Lighters  for  several  nights  succe*- 
sively,  which  is  the  more  easily  ei^cted,  as  pre- 
fences  can  never  be  wanting  to  go  on  bonrd  at  ill 
hours  of  the  night,  without  exciting  the  least  s&s- 
picion,  inasmuch  as  these  men  belong  to  tbe  IJghtcr, 
and  are  supposed  to  be  on  board  for  a  useful  prirpoae, 
to  watch  the  tides,  when,  in  point  of  ftct,  tfaeas 
visits  are  actually  to  commit  Depredations. 

Having  thus  traced  Commercial  Property  through 
all  its  stages  of  danger,  while  moving  in  transit  on  the 
River  Thames,  it  remains  now  to  follow  it  to  tbe 
Landing  Place :  Here  it  is  discovered  to  be  again 
assailed  by  an  assemblage  of  banditti  who  pass  by 
the  name  of 


X.   SCUPPLB- 
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X.  SCUPPLB-HUNTBRS. 

These  are  Gtendly  composed  of  that  lowest  class 
of  the  comiDuoity,  who  are  vulgarly  denominated  the 
Tag-Rag  aod  Bob$ail{f) 

When  Goods  are  shipping  or  landing  upon  the 
Quays^  they.are  ever  ready  to  offer  their  assistance  to 
work  as  porters  by  the  day  or  the  hour,  and  they 
generally  come  prepared  with  long  aprons,  not  so 
much  as  a  convenient  habiliment  to  enable  them  the 
better  to  perform  their  labour^  as  to  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  suddenly  concealing  what  they 
pilfer,  with  which,  when  obtained,  they  generally 
disappear.  The  number  of  these  Miscreants,  who 
are  annually  punished  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  for  piU 
lage  upon  the  Quays,  suiEciently  demonstrates  the 
extent  of  the  evil ;  especially  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  previous  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Quay 
Guards  by  the  Marine  Police,  and  during  th^  total 
want  of  a  competent  force  upon  the  Wharfs,  not 
one  in  fifty  who  committed  acts  of  Delinquency 
was  punidied.  The  fact  is,  that  the  pillage  they 
committed  on  the  Quays  was  excessive,  and  it  will 
cease  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  since  the  general 
answer  of  most  Vagabonds,  to  the  interrogatory  of 
Magistrates  as  to  their  means  of  subsistance  is,  that 
they  work  at  the  waterside. 

if)  Tkir  frainben  UK  estimated  in  Cbap.  IV.  (Dir.  1 1.) 

It 
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It  is  )o  Ic  lamented,  that  in  developing  this  wide 
extended  System  of  Pillapr,  the  IX'lintjucnpy  which 
attache?  to  Coiiiiiicrcial  property,  inu-»t  kc  still  fiir- 
tlicrtullowcd,  even  to 

TlIR  Wakeiiourbs. 

Is  liicsf  rccc]itaclcs  it  miglit  rcaoiiaWy  have  been 
expected,  that  the  danger  would  have  ceased.  But 
here  too  the  evil  nppcnrs  tu  be  e(|iudK'  jmimiTicnt, 
and  t!ic  cfil-ct  it  pnKliiccs,  even  more  severe,  jis  it  tp- 
plics  tu  Coniiiiercial  Properly;  Hticc  the  loss  nut  only 
comprises  the  original  value  of  the  Proiicriy  pur- 
luincd,  but  also  tlic  Rcvenne  of  tlie  Crown,  eillierpaiil 
or  secured,  upon  all  Men-haudise  thus  deposited. 

If  the  universal  aflmisvion  of  all  [vrnon^  engaged  in 
the  Tiadc.  of  (he  River  Thames,  as  to  the  deficiencies 
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eminent  degree  to  develope  the  cause  of  the  uniform  . 
deficiencies  which  are  discovered^  particularly  in  the 
article  of  Sugar. 

These  details  state,  that  the  Plunder  in  theWare^^ 
houses  18  canned  on  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  that 
the  chief  instruments  are  the  Journeymen  Coopers^ 
and,  in  some  instances,  the  Grangsmen  :  That  as  often 
as  these  G!oopers  attend  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
Samples,  they  are  followed  by  a  person  who  is  cal- 
led a  Sweeper,  whosd  duty  it  is  to  sweep  the  sugar 
from  the  top  of  each  hogshead,  from  which  samples 
have  been  drawn :  Each  sample  generally  consists 
of  four  or  five  pounds  of  Sugar,  which  is  carried 
off  by  the  Journeyman,  supposed  to  the  house  of  his 
Master,(«)  while  nearly  an  equal  quantity  generally 
remains  on  the  head  of  each  hogshead,  from  which 
samples  have  been  drawn:  this  is  swept  into  a  basket, 
and  when  full  conveyed  to  a  general  Receiving 
Hogshead,  called  a  Devil,  which  is  placed  for  that 
purpose  in  one  corner  of  the  Warehouse,  and  to 
which    every    hogshead  or  cask   deposited  in   the 

(»)  By  the  13th  Regulation  of  the  West  India  Merchants  ats 
General  Meeting,  held  on  the  27th  of  April  179^1  it  is  recom- 
mended, that  sugars  be  drawn  only  once,  and  then  for  Lott'iM^; 
and  that  the  quantity  tb€»  taken  be  only  one  pound  and  a  half, 
in  order  to  furnish  two  Lotting  Samples. — One  fof  the  Seller 
and  one  for  Buyer.  By  the  15th  article,  the  Wharfingers  are  de- 
iired  to  inspect  the  samples  occasionally,  and  10  stop  all  Coopers 
conveying  away  Samples,  exceeding  the  weight  which  is  thus 
allowed,  or  the  number  contained  in  the  order  for  that  purpose. 

Ware- 


so 
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toin,  or  a«!«iimrd  the  feature  of  a  perqaisite  from 
the  t.-IreiiTi.'-t.iTirc  itf  the  Commercial  Body  poring 
it  ovlt  ill  siK'iifc,  anil  suirerin^  such  things  to  exist : 
But  wlii'ii  to  this  is  op[Kiscd  ihc  Kegtilations  of  the 
27th  of  Ajiril  I7()<),  and  the  siibset)iicnt  exertions  of 
the  Cittiiiiiiiiiv  of  M(-7(-h:iiits,  ti  i<i  imposMble  to 
coii-i<Icr  it  ill  iiny  mhrr  li^ht  ilmn  that  of  a  ho! J  and 
afi.l.hr,!i\  Svsii":  <.f  I'l:r:Mr  {■,) — not  to  be  vindi- 
f;m''i  or  (h'lL-;iiU"l  iipnii  ;iiiv  prdiind  of  right,  and 
coiitmrv  to  every  rriin-iplo  of  morality  and  jiutiec.(/>) 
I[av'iicr  tlui-i  (Icvf  loped  the  multiplied  practices  of 
the  (lUKrciit  cb'-e'<  of'  Crinil'iiils,  whereby  Commer- 
ci:il  Projiern  in  the  I'urt  of  LuikIdii,  has  been  a  prey 
to  regular  imd  •ij'tfiiiatic  Di^prctlation  ;  it  naturally 
becojnes  a  siihjeft  of  ituercstiiig  inquiry,  in  whit 
manner  ami    lo  what  extent  e:ieh    disiiiict   branch 
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of  Trade  and  Navigation  carried  on^  to  and  from  the 
Fort  of  London^  has  been  afFected  by  these  noxious 
and  destructive  Confedeiracies.  The  details  how- 
ever,  which  relate  to  this  part  of  the  Work,  being 
nutperouatmd  extensive^  they  will  form  the  subject 
•f  the  succee4ing  Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    in. 

A  detaded  aeeouni  0/  iMe  different  Brandies  rfTraJii 
vihifh  n^tr  hy  Dffiredathm  on  the  River  TSmwr.^ 
Dtpredatiam  nmmitled  on  the  Profetijr  0/  Si^ 
Chmers,  and  the  Proprietors  of  Craft  and  BomU  m 
the  River  Thames .- — On  Merchandise  ia^or/ed  and 
exported  by  the  Rast-hidta  Company  }—On  tilt  im- 
fortaliotis  and  Exportattons  of  the  ffeit-In^  Mer- 
chants : — On  the  Trade  to  and  from  the  BriliA 
Colonies  in  North  America  : — On  the  Trade  It  ^td 
from  Africa,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hof€i—Om 
the  Nor/hem  and  Southern  Fisheries  : — On  the  Trade 
to  and  from  the  United  States  of  America: — Om  tig 
Trade  to  and  from  the  Mediterranean  and  Tnrieji : — 
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Although  it  has  already  appeared^  that  certlim 
paiiicolar  branches  of  trade  have  been  more  ob- 
jects of  Plunder  than  others^  yet  it  will  be  rendered 
evident  from  the  details  with  are  now  to  be  given^ 
that  the  monstrous  System  of  Depredation^  which 
has  already  been  opened  to  the  view  of  the  Reader^ 
pervaded  the  whok  Shipping  and  Commerce  of  the 
River  Thames. 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry^  according  to  the  plan  laid 
down  of  considering  each  subject  separately^  it  may  be 
proper  to  begin  with  a  General  View  of  the 

Depredations  committed  on  the  Property  of  Ship  Owners 

in  the  River  Thames. 

Iv  a  trading  Port,  already  shewn  to  be  the  first  in 
thfc  known  world,  fh)m  the  circumstance  of  between 
ibirteeA  aiid  fourteen,  thousand  Vessels  arriving  and 
departing  in  the  course  of  a  year,  besides  nearly  seven 
thousand  Stationary  Craft  and  Boats  of  various  de- 
scriptions, having  Tackle,  Apparel^  and  Stores  con- 
standy  e&posed  to  the  Depredations  of  the  hordes 
of  Delinquents  who  infest  the  River  Thames  ;  it  must 
cease  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  Sbip-Ownftrs 
have  snfiered  in  common  with  the  Proprietors  of 
Merchandise,  in  corisequence  of  the  general  Systesf 
of  Pillage  which  prevailed. 

G  2  To 
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Toinci)  thus  trained  in  the  linbits  ol'  ii)ii]uity,iiid 
(liMi|i!iii<:(l  in  ari<;  ufCriiiiiii.il  \\".irii.rc,  it  may  natu- 
nllv  111-  sui)|)'>>Lil  that  tliv  Siun-;  aiitl  Appiirc!  of 
Sliijjs,  whicli  arc  it|Ujtl)'  hs  aa-,-j;«i!)I(:  as  Commcr- 
tial  PiO|tcrl_v,  should  be  ulijnt-.  uf  attention  ;  and 
tlie  inith  i>,  that  the  Dc{)ri.*(I:i:iuri>;  in  thi-  line  have 
till-  ni.tiiv  \r;trs  been  j;rc;it  he\Oiitl  ealt  ii!;ition. 

TI.e  luiiiibrT  iif  Junk,  and  Store  Sliups  in  die 
viiii.iiy  til'ilji- Kivcr,  l.;nc  tended,  in  no  small  dc- 
j;rii',  ti>  ilie  eiiCi.iiirap;cinent  t>rihis  ^|]ccics  of  PIuo- 
(ler,  fronj  ihe  (iieiliiies  atiuided  to  Thieves  upon  tbe 
Klver,  I)v  iht'  ready  market  which  is  thus  established 
for  I'verv  thing  that  is  purlcincd  or  stolen. 

Ti.e  n-^isii-rs  of  the  convieiions  under  the  Bum- 
boai  \et  (tht-  -Jrl  nfhi^i  present  Majesty,)  sufficient- 
ly il.  nmii'-ir.itc  tin-  extent  ot  this  evil,  in  eonscnuence 
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carry  this  Act  into  execution,  it  is  believed  to  be  a 
fact  generally  admitted,  that,  previous  to  1798,  theevil 
had  been  progressively  increasing  every  year,  and  that 
if  a  true  estimate  could  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  the 
annual  loss  to  Ship-Owners,  it  would  be  found  to  ex- 
ceed air  credibility.(r)     On   a  supposition  that  the 
pillage  of  Taciky  Appattl,  Stores  and  Provisions ,  in 
the  course  of  one  voyage,  averages  only  3l.  a  Ship,  and 
that  the  jjillage  of  the  Owner's  property,  in  Craft  and 
Boats,  in  the  course  of  a  whole  year,  does  not  amount 
to  more  than  1 5s.  tlie  aggregate  will  be  found  to  ex- 
ceed Forty 'Jive  Thousand  Pomuh  a  year.  1 1  is  not  how- 
ever, meant  from  this  to  insinuate,  that  each  Vessel 
looses  to  this  amount,  since  it  is  known,  that  while 
some  Ships,  from  superior  vigilance,  and  from  peculiar 
circumstances,  escape  unhurt,  others  are  plundered 
to  an  enormous  extent.     It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things,  in  so  crowded  a  Port,  and  where,  at  all  times, 
from  1000  to  1400  Ships  and  Vessels,  besides  about 
7000  stationary  Craft  and  Boats  are  collected  to- 
gether, under  the  eyes  of  so  many  delinquents,  con- 
stantlymoving  in  difterentdirections,lhatdepredations 
should  notbecommitted,  while  no  River  Police  existed 
to  restrain  them.     But  besides  the  more  bulky  and 
ponderous  Materials,    consisting  of  Cordage  and 
large  Iron  Work,  purloined  by  River  Pirates  and 
others  in  the  night,  the  more  portable  articles  of 
Mctalic  Stores,  such  as  Copper^  Brass,  Leady  and 
Utensils  of  every  description,  have  been  an  object  of 

(r)  Vide  GenenI  View  of  the  Trade,  p*  23. 

attention 
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attention  to  Lumpers  anil  others  wbo  mnk  mdm- 
sarily  be  admitted  on  boaid  of  Shipt  for  bhorioM 
purposes. 

Vessels  lying  ungarded,  after  the  delivery  of  tfatir 
Cargoes,  bave  often  had  the  Running  Riggiqg  cut 
away,  and  the  whole  articles  upon  Deck*  ihft  wtK 
moveable,  !>«ept  off  in  the  course  ofa  night. 

I'hc  same  sysicin  of  pillage  not  only  ezuaodi  to 
Lighter^.  Barges,  Punts,  and  smaller  Ctafi,  but  evea 
to  the  Vt  herried  of  tlic  Wutcnucn,  from  wbeooe  k 
is  no  uueommon  thing  to  steal  'IVitt  Oars,  SaiBt, 
Betuhet  and  Buckhoards. 

Nor  are  Ships,  undergoing  repaiis  in  DocfcSt  ex- 
empted from  this  univcr^l  system  of  depredatiai^ 
particularly  in  casics  where  the  operation  of  al 
with  Copper  is  going  forward.    l'hi«  valuable  < 
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/bund  necessary,  and  <wliicb  had  hero  cAautted, 
when  the  same  l%ip  had  been  sheathed  on  a  focmer 
occauon,  namely  1600  Sheets  of  Copper^  god  ten 
Bags  of  Nails.  The  Police  Officer  acted  with  ^ficflt 
vigilance,  and  attended  minutely  to  Jus  instructiofN^ 
which  certainly  pi3evei||ed  the  ftfltage,  which  muat 
have  taken  place  upon  die  former  occasion,  since  a 
surplus  appeared  after  the  Ship  was  completely 
sheathed,  of 

1 13  Sheets  of  CoppcTt  weighing  896  lb.  at  f  4d.    52    5  4 
3  Bogs  of  Nsuls        •         •        336  lb.  at  I4d.    19  la  o 

Saved    71  17  4 

Andthus,  by  theprecaution  ofcalling^M-theassistance, 
and  protection  of  the  Police,  and  thereby  defeating 
the  designs  of  these  who  are  constantly  on  the 
watdi  to  obtain  Plunder,  a  considerable  Property 
was  saved. 

The  Owners  of  Ships  and  Vessels  fitting  out  for 
Voyages,  also  suffer  considerably  on  many  occasions 
in  the  transit  of  their  Stores  and  Af^arei ;  and  tiie  pil- 
lage isoften  not  discovered  until  the  articles  arc  wanted. 
The  same  system  of  Depredation  is  extended,  even 
in  a  greater  degree,  to  dismantled  Ships,  particularly 
Prize  Vesseky  which  are  always  marked  out  as  objects 
of  plunder,  under  the  idea  that  they  are  fair  game, 
that  there  exists  no  means  of  detection  ;  and,  indeed, 
experience  has  shewn,  that  nothing  but  a  well-regu* 
iated   River  Police,  composed  of  a  sufficient  Gvil 

force 
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force  to  overawe  delinquentii,  and  to  pervade  Ac 
whole  range  of  the  Port,  «hcre  Ships  and  Vcaeh 
■re  cupcisscd  to  danger,  can  ever  be  cfTccnuIt  in 
protecting  the  Owners  of  this  apccict  of  property 
irom  the  extensive  and  reiterated  losses,  to  whkh 
they  have  been  heretofore  subjected. 

DEPREDATIONS 


EAST-INDIA  TRADE, 

*IO  AND  PROM  THE  rOKT  OV  LONDON'. 

Kotwithstanding  the  grncrally  received  opinion, 
that  from  the  more  accurate  systent  of  the  East-Iodis 
Company,  their  Cargoes  arc  not  subject  to  plunder : 
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Like  the  property  of  the  State,  the  moral  tur« 
pitude  of  the  offence  docs  not  operate  as  a  re- 
straint upon  the  mind,  in  the  same  degree  as  ia 
cases  which  apply  to  individuals ;  and  hence,  the  de- 
linquency has  a  wider  scope,  and  embraces  ia  its 
operation  classes  of  men,  who  would  scarcely  be  dip- 
posed  to  yield  to  temptations  differently  circum- 
stanced. 

The  only  consideration  therefore,  with  such  men, 
is  to  he  secure  agahisi  the  risque  of  deUction.     This  • 
object  once  effected,  every  difficulty  is  removed. 

Illicit  Trade  is  a  great  object  with  the  inferior 
Officers.  To  accomplish  a  measure,  on  the  success 
of  which,  the  profit  of  the  voyage  is  supposed  chiefly 
to  depend,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Revenue.  The  connivance,  at  least, 
of  those  who  arc  in  inferior  situations,  is  the  more 
easily  purchased,  as  they  look  forward  to  a  certain 
emolument  as  often  aS  they  have  such  stations 
assigned  them,  and  would  feel  disappointed  if  it  was 
not  obtained.  . 

It  has  appeared  in  evidence,  upon  oath,  that  one  of 

the  Officers  of  an  East-India  ship,  discharged  at 

Blackwall,  in  November  1796,  on  the    Girgo  of 

which   considerable  depredations  were  committed, 

happened  to  be  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a  Port 

Surveyor,  who,  although  not  superintendant  of  the 

Ship,  interested  himself  very  much  in  getting  his 

friend's  private  adventure  on  shore.     To  effect  this, 

a  quantity  of  Shawls  were  packed  in  Casks,  filled  at 

each  end  with  spun-yarn  and  oakum,  and  coqveyod 

among 
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Bmong  the  Boolswain's  Return-StorH  with  the  koMr- 
ledge  of  the  OAiccni.  One  of  the  ciitcn  ia  4bt 
galley,  however,  who  was  not  in  the  secret,  f 
the  Oisk  and  seized  the  goods.  The  Fort  i 
Mcing  the  misfurtone -which  had  befiillen  bis  fiimi, 
found  means  to  saiidfy  the  Seizing  Officer,  and  die 
goodi  wore  mfc-ly  landed,  with  subsequent  pmah 
coii^i^tinj;  of  Cai^ks  and  Bales,  which,  on  being  ex- 
amined bv  the  VJtiiccrsin  the  galley,  were  atlowid  to 
>  \asi,  on  a  promise  of  «iti»faction  next  day  ;  and  ftr 
thifi  ocrvicc  each  of  the  sitters'  watenaea 


a  guinea. 

Nothing  cnn  point,  out  in  ctronger  teimi,  ^ 
utility  of  a  Police  to  controul  and  cheek  the  connpt 
prflctices  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  too  genenlly  fK- 
vail,  to  the  injury  of  the  Revenue,  and  to  rhr  jiinnaM 


w 

.1* 


Vader;allthMe  fuxewMl»mi»p  it^is  nqt  diffioiite^^ 
.account  ftr  the  Aliuie%  Kiwidi^  md  Pccnl^iwm 
which  h#ve  boen  diacoiveiied  to  pi»ral  in  ihe  Shiptof 
the  East-India  Company.  The  ^iwisitioQ  m  ma^  in 
the  human  mindi  once  miide  .up^  m  fmAv^g&om  « 
jM^Ziifp  to  a  Mwmf  tnmactioiu  7^  Imh  of 
.aituation^  where  the  emolumeot  k  to  vff^U,  Jiaa  oo 
reatmining  influence^  fmd  the  fl^tem  of  ihe  ft^voMie 
Boards  dooa  not^  perhaps  (caaool^  admit  of  the  «fM* 
ration  of  thoae  other  rpataaiuta  qpoa  iofidfi^ty^  wM^ 
pecoUarly  q^ly  to  Q^uxn  trained  and  co^ttpUcd'lv 
the  Marine  Police.  Jfmtnunta  Qperpte#A  aU^m 
the  mioda  of  certain  dasaea  pf  ABvePue  O&cem^ik 
18  those^  and  those  only^  which  the  Police  Institutioii 
have  created  by  the  dread  of  punishment^  under  oir* 
cumstances  of  ignominy  which  attach  to  ofieooe^  ia 
consequence  of  the  prompt  means  of  detection^  wtwll 
form  a  prominent  feature  of  jthe  systeoa.  This  drqaA 
it  is  which  has  acted  so  powerfully,  wksrti^tr  i$  hum 
diaiefy  attached,  in  overawing  delinquents,  and  jp 
preventing  the  commission  of  Crimes. 

It  is  certain  that  the  assistance  of  the  Marine 
Police  Officers,  in  the  vicinity  of  £ast-{adia  Ships^ 
aad  the  spccessful  Searches  and  Detection  of  Lma^ 
peas  and  others,  coming  from  thejr  Ships,  prodaciad 
in  auitumn  1798>  a  degree  of  cautioo  apd  vigHajMoe^ 
on  the  part  of  the  Revenue  Qiiicere,  wluch  was  not 
apparent  previous  to  the  seizure  o(  Teas  in  ifaeir 
presence,  which  had  been  pillaged  by  the  Lumpen. 

Inuumerable  instances,  nnght  h»  adduced  of  the 

1  extent 
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c\trnt  (o  which  the  pillage  and  pltinder  of  East-India 
Ships  have  been  carried  as  well  before  as  since  the 
establishment  of  the  River  Police.  The  following^ 
may  suffice  as  specimens. 

In  August  17p3, an  East-In(liaShtp,rroni Bengal, was 
plundered  (o  a  prcat  extent  diirinj  lierdischar^  :— 
It  apjK-ars  in  evidence,  upon  oath,  that  no  watch  was 
kept  by  cIiIkt  the  sti|icrintendant  or  his  anststant ; 
That  till-  Oirii-LTs  ri'ccivcd  daily  i;ratuitics  from  the 
lAimpiTs  tor  connivinjr  Jit  the  iiillajre  of  larj^c  quanti- 
ties of  Pcp[)cr  :  Tliiit  the  Tidcsincn  themselves  stole 
from  the  Gtm-nxtin,  a  larjp;  Case  of  Pepper,  and 
many  Yia^a  o(  llifc  :  That  the  same  Officers  also 
stole,  during  the  night,  two  whole  quarters  of  Beef 
sent  on  board  for  the  Ship's  iM- ;  :il  -o  about  6o  dozen 
of  Bottles  from  the  Hcn-coops  on  the  poop.    The 


Ship  to  the  Quays,  by  the  Officers  and  Lightormen. 
The  plunder,  independent  of  what  is  here  speeified^ 
is  stated  to  have  been  enormous. 

The  san)e  evidence  states,  that  in  July  1 796,  the 
Cargo  of  a  Ship  from  Bengal  was  plundered  to  a 
very  great  extent,  by  the  Superintendant  and  other 
Officers ;  respecting  whom  a  detailed  account  of 
Fraud  and  Intrigue,  relative  to  a  Pipe  of  Bengal 
Spirit,  is  stated,  which  clearly  developes  the  loose 
conduct,  and  shocking  want  of  principle,  which  too 
generally  pervades  that  class  of  men,  who  are  em^- 
ployed  as  Safeguards  to  the  PubUc  ReveauCj  and  the 
Property  of  the  Merchant. 

The  influence  of  the  new  system  of  River  Police, 
not  being  as  yet  directly  extended  to  East-India 
Ships,  opportunities  still  continue  to  be  aflbrded  for. 
the  same  species  of  pillage.  In  spite  of  the  injunc- 
tions laid  upon  the  supcrintendants  of  the  labourers 
employed  in  the  discharge,  to  select  discreet  and 
honest  men,  they  are  found  to  be  generally  of  the 
same  class,  and  possess  the  same  desire  to  obtain 
plunder,  as  those  who  are  known  to  have  carried 
their  depredations  to  a  greater  extent. — This  is 
proved  in  the  case  of  a  China  Ship,  which  discharged 
at  Blackwall  in  the  Autumn  of  1798- — A  posse  of 
Marine  Police  Officers  receiving  information,  which 
excited  a  suspicion  that  the  Cargo  was  plundered, 
watched  the  time  when  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers> 
came  ou  shore.  On  attempting  a  search^  which 
discovered  them  to  be  Officers^  a  violent  opposition 

ensued. 
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cnEiie<t  ind  at  thnt  mommt  tfts  vthttie  atnftctf  of 
the  Thiinie!!,  round  their  Bouts,  was  coW^  wftk 
Tea.  The  OiHccrs  «ith  {*reat  diflicultr  sef«d  two 
of  the  dchnqucrits,  before  thrj'  had  time  to  thrtnr 
away  their  plunder. 

But,  besides  wtiat  is  obtained  bj  the«e  Aquatic' 
Labourrni,  while  u-orking  in  the  hold,  it  is  stated,  oil 
the  authority  of  a  pcnon  who  had  the  best  Keen  ttf 
know  the  evil  practice  which  prevailed ;  "  that  tlie 
**  chief  drjiredaiions  (in  the  Cai^;oes  of  Eaat-India' 
"  Ships,  nre  rommittcd  bj  Coopers,  and  inferior 
"  Officers  stationed  in  the  hold."  When  once  efc- 
taincd,  the  sitter  in  the  Revenue  Galley  and  bir 
-  Watermen,  genemliv  receive  a  certain  proportion, 
as  a  passport  of  the  Booty  to  a  [dace  of  safety  oo 
shore. 
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China  ship,   were  afterwank  feloniou^y  conveyed 
away,  and  totally  lost  to  the  Proprietors. 

It  appears  indeed,  but  too  certain,  that  notwith- 
standing the  apparently  good  system  of  prevention, 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  Boards  of 
Revenue,  and  the  East-India  Company,  pillage  to« 
certain  extent  prevails  in  many  of  their  Stiips ;  an^ 
t4iat  this  species  of  Depredation  has  been-  also 
reduced  to  a  system,  since  catU  fknases^  are  ill  nsef 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  criminal  intercoms,  in 
disposing  of  articles  obtained  in  this  manner.-^Iti* 
this  cant  lasguage,  Tea  is  known  by  the  appellations 
ofMaU. — ^According  to^the  account  given  by  a  pefseft 
of  considerable  intelligence,  who  derived  hii^ informa- 
tion from  the  inferior  Revenue  Officers  themselvea,- 
the  general  pillage  of  Tea  through  that  mediiun, 
takes  place  in  small  quantities  cantinuaUy  repeated: 
and  in  cases,  where  any  of  the  Officers  of  either 
Revenue  are  not  of  the  class  denominated  Game 
Officers^  matters  are  so  managed  as  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  seorct.  Individual  Officers  of  this  clas9, 
(rjohoy  to  use  their  own  language^  "  have  been  at 
Ifidia^'^)  have  acknowledged  to  have  profited  to  the 
extent  of,  from  20  to  30  /.  by  pilfering  in  a  little 
way  from  a  single  Ship. 

Under  such  circumstances,  as  in  others,  where 
the  plunder  is  of  greater  magnitudo,  the  connivance^ 
of  the  Officers   in   the  GalHes   is  necessary;  aod^ 
OS  a  rccompenoe  for  the  fecilities   they   afford,  a 
certain  sbar»  of  the  booty  is  assigned  them. 

The 
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Tlic  Importation  of  Sugar  from  India  mffbidi  • 
great  resource  for pliinduT,  which  did  not  ftimiariy. 
cxi!<t;  and  in  the  deprciLitiuns  on  thii  species  of 
Fnijicrty,  ilic  lower  clnss  of  OAicm  and  Scamea 
arc  equally  implicated  with  the  Lumpens.  — An 
instance  recently  occurred,  where  a  Revenue  Officer 
found  a  hag  of  Siij;ar  in  th<:  Cir|H;nlcr's  loul-^est. 

Where  ^o  nuiiiy  appear  to  be  mure  or  Icaa  hnpll- 
eatcd  in  utVcnc.cs  of  tins  nature,  it  ceases  to  be  & 
matter  ui  surprise,  that  suoli  nefarious  tnasactiou 
arc  eonccalcd  and  so  seldom  attract  the  attentiiHir 
either  of  the  Coinmiiisioucrs  of  the  Kcvenuc,  or  the 
£u.st-Iii(li.i  Comp.my, 

In  an  Iin{K>rtatiun,  exceeding  Six  Millions  wid  « 
half  annually,  com{»)sed  uf  Mereliandiae  of  goat 
value,  and  cuntnincd  in  an  inconceivable  number  of 
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the  Goods  are  collected,  to  the  difierent  outward- 
bound  Sbips^  it  b  not  to  be  supposed  that  so  great 
a  number  of  Packages  can  escape  the  effects  of  a 
system  of  Depredation^  which  extends  its  influence 
in  so  many  directions  ;  and  is  so  completely  orga« 
nized  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  general  security  of 
Commercial  Property. 

DEPREDATIONS 

OM   THE 

WEST-INDIA  TRADE, 

TO  AND  FROM  THE  PORT  OF  LONDON. 

While  most  other  branches  of  Commerce  havf 
been  gradually  acquiring  conveniences  and  facilities 
applicable  to  their  progressive  increase,  the  Trade  from 
the  Sugar  Plantations  to  the  Port  of  London,  seems  to 
have  remained  in  this  particular  nearly  stationary  for 
above  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  without  the 
advantage  of  those  accommodations  and  securities 
which  its  rapid  progress  and  great  extent  seemed  to 
require.  It  has  of  course,  as  already  appears^ 
been  a  prey  to  the  most  enormous  Depredations, 
perhaps  not  less  than  to  the  extent  of  Seven  Millions 
Sterling  in  the  course  of  the  Century : — Since  even 
at  its  commencement,  it  would  seem  that  there 
existed  a  considerable  resource  for  that  species  of 
Plunder,  which  has  in  the  greatest  degree  excited 
the  attention,  and  sharpened  the  ingenuity  of  the 

II  hordes 
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bndMpf  Oriiifqffrn^  who  hffMjmg^ 

fiivK  HiwBf^  •mounted  to  alHMit  wHhG^b  it^^ 

Iie<^  equal .to:jftii/rA>^Ia);4%,k  VHKilil'^'ijPiwrt 
of  <i  half:  while  in  1775,  it.«i)firo9eb(4  ntpi^;,» 
Jts  average  extent  for  the  last  twenty-four  jputi 
during  which  pep'od,  it . b«s,  varied  fivm  I05|!pqpju» 
l^^jS  casks — tie  fuaatitj  Imported  fpr  tfmjf^ 
mdkg  lie  25ti  of  June,  l/£^.  (f) — For  fiftieen  J9if9 
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(i)  Sugar  and  Rom  Imported  into  London  for  a  period  of  fi&j 

yeark. 

1 

Cliff  •  of  Sugar. 

Gallons  of  Rum^ 

1 

I750 

— 

6301846 

607,074 

1760 

— 

1*047*79^ 

669,358 

1770 

— 

i»377>»o9 

997>»3« 

• 

I^9& 

— 

1>'7^>37J 

»f*36>579 

T                                    * 

1790 

-*- 

1,236,647 

1,521,051 

179a 

^ 

i>345*559 

1,631,020 

'793 

— 

1,467,469 

2,209,721 

«794- 

— . 

1,809,908 

1,911,646 

r 
* 

»79J 

— 

1,409,584 

1,087,685 

■ 
1 

*796 

— 

1*58  •*S^3 

«>935>347 

'797 

— 

i>393»95* 

925»45.7 

■ 

1*798 

— 

i,737>939 

»>59**o»S 

Sttgars  Imported  into  all  parts  of  England. 

Hogsheadu 
In  1 5  years  from  1700  to  171 5  average  34>83i 
15        —        1715  to  1730      —      60,450 

ip  _  1731    to    1742         62,{2ft 

H        —        »743  to  1757      —      7^*33^ 
26        —        1764  to  1790      —     i45>^^ 

g  —  1790  to   1799-       -^      192,419 

subsecjucDt 
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subsequent  to  the  middle  of  the  18th  Gintury, 
lh(i  productions  of  the  West-India  Colonics  do  not 
sccin  to  bav'e  materially  increased ;  and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  Peace  of  Paris  in  1763,  that  by  the 
acquisition  of  new  Islands  and  the  extreme  enter- 
prise of  Individuals,  a  rapid  augmentation  became 
manifest. 

From  this  period  the  evils  of  the  Port  became 
extremely  prominent.  The  resort  of  so  many 
additional  Ships,  and  the  great  and  sudden  increase 
of  West-India  produce  without  conveniences  ieule- 
qiiate  to  the  augmentation  of  this  branch  of  Trade^ 
created  much  confusion  and  the  most  vexatious 
delays,  by  which  this  valuable  Property  became 
exposed  to  that  excessive  pillage,  which  has  already 
been  in  part  developed  in  the  preceding  Chapter; 
and  which  is  certainly  unexampled  in  any  Commercial 
Port  in  the  World. 

Amidst  the  various  causes  of  this  extensive  plun- 
der, the  privilege  assumed  by  the  Mates  of  West- 
India  Ships,  of  appropriating  to  their  own  use  the 
Sweepings  of  the  hold  after  the  Ship's  discharge, 
was  productive  of  infinite  mischief,  by  furnishing  a 
pretence  to  the  Criminal  Dealers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
River,  to  cultivate  their  acquaintance  for  the  purpose  of 
bargaining  for  their  Sweepings,  and  then  not  only  to 
seduce  them  into  the  evil  practice  of  staving  Casks 
and  Packages  to  enlarge,  the  quantity  by  excessive 
spillings  of  Sugary  Cnffee,  and  other  articles ;  but 
also    to   enter  into   confederacies   along   with    t!^c 

H  2  Rcvcuuc 
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Kt;vcniir  Oflircrs  stationed  on  board,  lor  tlie  pur- 
pose of  pitiiulcring  the  Cargo  in  the  ntgbt,  which 
will  be  h(.Tcaricr  slicwii  not  only  to  l)a\'c  been  au  evil 
of  the  grcntcHt  magniiiulc,  but  also  to  have  been 
felt  ns  n  pri's<'Lirc  upon  ilif.  Trade,  Atr  a  period  of 
from  thirty  to  fnrty  yiars,  prcriouit  to  the  csubliah- 
inent  of  tlic  Marine  Pulicc  in  l/QS. 

Tliis  a))])Ciii:>  from  ait  Advertisement  (/)  publiabed 
bv  tlic  U'cbt-Iticlia  Mcrcliatits  so  far  bock  u  the 
vcar  \7Ct5,  aixl  also  by  a  I{i.-soliitioii  of  that  rcspect- 
ablt-.  Body,  ilaii-d  tlictitli  of  January,  17U7,  on  cbc 
bii)>j>:i.':  vt'  the  pfL-tciKk-d  |xrrquisite  of  Swcc}Mng8  ;  (a) 

both 

rr<  .JJ-it'l  -:■:■•  .--Till-  Minlunt^  of  [.ondnn,  (fading  fo  A* 
t..kiit^  inrn  i-onsiileratian  the  wirktd  and  fi  ~ 
g  of  iicaliiii:  Sugar?  jnd  otlwr  Gijodi,  the  i^rpduci  of  il 
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both  which  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  sense  they 
entertained  of  the  height  to  which  River  Plunder 
had  arrived  at  that  early  period. 

Yet  still  these  efforts,  although  repeated  at  various 
intervals,  had  no  efFect : — With  the  increase  of  the 
Importations,  the  plunder  of  this  species  of  Commer- 
cial Property  also  augmented. — ^Thc  Orders  and 
Resolutions  of  the  Merchants  were  disregarded, — 
Sweepings  became  an  article  of  extensive  Trade, 
attracting  the  notice  of  all    the  Criminal  Dealers 

West-India  Ships,  discharged  in  the  Pon  of  London,  are  entitled 
to  the  Sweepings  of  the  Hold;  and,  under  that  pretence*  gieac 
quantities  of  Sugar  and  other  Goods  have  been  clandestinely  sold, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Owners  and  Freighters  of  such  Ships, 
and  of  the  fair  Trader : 

<  The  West-India  Merchants,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  these  bad 
practices,  do  hereby  promise  a  reward  of  Twenty  Pounds,  to  be 
paid  on  the  conviction  of  every  Mate,  or  other  person,  who 
shall  sell  Sweepings,  or  any  part  of  the  Ship's  Cargo  as  such ; 
and  all  persons  who  purchase  Sweepings  will  be  prosecuted :  and, 
for  the  conviction  of  such,  the  like  reward  of  Twenty  Pounds 
will  be  paid,  as  Receivers  of  stolen  Goods.' 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  above  Advertisement  be  published  in  the  Newspapers, 
as  long  as  it  may  be  judged  necessary,  and  be  fixed  up  ut  Lluyd*s 
and  the  Jamaica  Coffee-Houses. 

That  a  sufficient  number  of  Copies  be  delivered  at  the  Houses  of 
the  West-India  Merchants,  to  be  by  them  sent  on  board  their 
Ships  as  they  shall  arrive,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  fixed  up  in 
some  conspicuous  part  of  the  Ship,  that  no  person  may  hereafter 
plead  ignorance  of  the  same. 

That  it  be  reconunended  to  the  Masters  of  Ships  to  discharge 
such  Mates  as  shall  claim  any  right  or  Title  to  the  Sweepings. 

JAMES  ALLEN,    Secretary. 

upon 
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Upon  tlic  River. — Mates  and  Revenue  OfKccfs  wen 
seduced  by  the  lures  they  held  out.— The  evil  ci- 
temlcd  to  :i  vast  proportion  of  the  Ships  in  the  Weit- 
Indid  Trade,  and  attrnriod  iintlee  in  w>  [larticuUr  a 
dej;ree  as  to  produce  an  inveftigiilion,  which  gave 
birth  to  a  system  ot*  Rfi;uldtions,  which  were 
framed  on  the  I'ith  of  June,  1/80,  ^"'1  arteiwarda 
rcvisL-d,  amended,  and  publislieil  on  the  Ibtlowiiig 
yoar,  viz.  tlic  27th  of  April,   1790.  U) 

But 

Ix)  .It  a  Central  Merling  a/  the  U'.J-fmJia  M<rth«Hli,  Lttdt^ 
Afril  17,  1790,  Tliir  RrgaLuUii  aj  the  Mtb  •/ Jmm, 
17'l9,  lufn  reiiirJ ovJ carfiiaeJ  villi  irrtaim  adjilimt  mmJ 
ailerati  a.-,  at  faUrmu 


1.  Thai  it  Ik  ncoinmrnijcil  tu  ibc  Captun^  10  be  on  board  tlMir 
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But  although  these  regulations  demonstrate  great 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  West-India  Merchants, 

as 

VI.  That  Gratuities  be  given  to  persons  detecting  and  infonning 
against  Plunderers  and  Thieves  ;  and  also  to  any  Custom-House 
Officer  or  other  person  giving  authentic  informal ioh  to  the  Sccrcfar>', 
of  any  Vessel  from  which  Sugars  or  other  articles  tball  have  been 
taken  and  seized  as  plundered  or  stolen ;  and  that  the  name  of  such 
Vessel  he  published  at  the  Jamaica  and  New  Lloyd's  Coffee-houses; 
the  whole  at  the  dibcretion  and  by  order  of  the  Meeting  of  Mer- 
chants. 

VII.  lliat  it  be  recommended,  that,  where  it  is  convenient, 
only  the  working  Hatchway  or  Hatchways  to  the  between-decks 
and  HoM  be  open,  and  also  that  the  passage  throogh  the  between* 
decks  and  Hold  be  closed  at  the  sides. 

VIII.  That  no  Boat^  unless  provided  or  permitted  by  the  Cap» 
t2un,  be  allowrd  to  be  fastened  to  the  Ship. 

IX.  That  the  Ship's  Husband  or  Captain  do  appoint  Coopen  (to 
be  victtiaUcdy  and  kept  on  board,  and  attended  to,  in  like  manner 
»  the  Labourers  above  mentioned,)  to  give  snbsancial  Cooperage  to 
the  Sugar-casks  on  board  the  Ship  ;  and  do  appoint  Coopers  also  to 
attend  the  casks  in  the  Lighters  at  the  Wharf  and  at  their  landing, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  delivered  in  good  condition  according 
to  the  fiill  of  Lading. 

X.  That  the  Ship's  Coopers,  wherever  necessary,  attend  belotif 
in  the  Ships  to  give  such  Cooperage  as  may  be  requibirc  for  bringing 
the  casks  upon  deck  with  safety  to  tiieir  contents ;  and  that  they  re. 
pair  all  damages  done  to  the  casks  in  the  Lighters,  before  the  Ligh. 
tcrs  quit  the  Ship. 

XI.  That  the  Captain  or  Mate  see  that  each  Lighter  has  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  good  Tarpaulins  for  the  purpose  of  covering  thfL 
Sugar.casks. 

XII.  That  the  Watchman  belonging  to  each  Lighter  be  well 
armed  ;  that  he  attend  the  Lighttr  from  the  time  of  its  loading  to 
that  of  its  unloading ;  that  he  give  Bond,  with  a  Security  joined, 
for  good  conduct ;  and  that  the  Society  of  Captains  be  requested  to 
nominate  such  Watchmen  when  wanted. 

XIII.  That 
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as  well  as  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  gources  of 
the  evil,  yet  they  too  seem  to  liavc  been  totally  dis- 
regarded, and  like  many  excellent  Acts  of  Pvlia- 
nient,  speedily  became  a  JeaJ  letter ;  chiefly  because 
they  provided  no  means  of  enforring  obedience,  and 
it  was  aaugned  to  no  person  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
see  them  carried  into  execution. — With  some  incri- 
torious  exceptions,  Shipmasters,  notwithsunding 
these  regulations,  left  tin*,  charge  of  their  Vcssell 
chiefly  to  the  Mates. — ^The  mode  uf  working  out 

XIII.  Tlut  ii  be  monnncnded,  that  thr  Sugari  be  dnwa  only 
oncC)  and  thm  for  lottbg  ;  and  thit  the  quantity  then  taken  beonlf 
One  Pound  and  a  half,  in  otdci  to  furnish  two  icllinj  tamplot  M* 
for  tha  Seller  and  one  (or  the  Buyer, 

XIV.  That,  ai  soon  u  the  Sugar*  are  drawn*  the  Drawing, 
Ilole  be  closed,  as  in  caiei  of  Kxpon4lion. 

XV.  That  the  Wharfingcts  be  dciircd  occasionally  lo  inapeet  the 
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Ships  by  contract  with  Lumpers  was  not  discontinue 
ed,  nor  were  those  Lumpers  victualled  on  board  by 
Ship  Owners ;  and  in  many  instances  not  searched 
but  allowed  to  go  on  shore^  three  times  a  day,  gene* 
rally  laden  with  Plunder. 

The  regulations  respecting  Sweepings,  although 
again  confirmed,  were  not  carried  into  effects- 
Gratuities  offered  for  detecting  Plunderers  did  not 
diminish  the  evil,  since  those  whose  evidence  alone 
eould  convict  offenders  were  themselves,  for  the  most 
part,  equally  guilty. 

The  recommendations  respecting  /ib  Skips  Hatck* 
ways,  IVatermerfs  Boats  fastened  to  Ships — Coopers 
and  Lighters  appear  to  have  been  equally  disre* 
garded. 

Instead  of  armed  Watchmen  attached  to  each 
Lighter,  as  recommended  by  the  1 2th  Article — it 
seldom  happened  that  any  Watchmen  at  all  were 
appointed ; — and  at  most  not  more  than  one 
for  every  four  or  five  Lighters,  without  arms^ 
and  without  requiring  a  Bond  of  lOOl.  for  fidelity, 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Merchants ;  these 
Watchmen  too  (if  such  they  could  be  called,)  were 
seldom  relieved,  perhaps,  for  three  or  four  weeks  to*^ 
gether,  of  course  if  they  were  disposed  to  execute 
their  trust  with  fidelity,  the  rest  which  nature  re-* 
quired  rendered  it  impossible ;  and  hence  while  an 
expcnce  was  incurred,  it  became  a  mere  mockery, 
and  a  nullity,  as  it  related  to  tho  protection  of  the 
Car^t    In  many  instances  it  operated  as  a  facility, 

Q  and 
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and  an  inroail  tn  Pliindtr,  by  the  Mduelion  of  tbCM 
inefficient  Watchmen,  wIiom;  neceniiies  renderail 
them  an  easy  prev  to  thow  who  had  dcsi^iw  upon 
the  Property  unrler  their  charge. 

N'>r  were  ilic  W'cM-lnilia  Merehantf  more  mc- 
cewful  in  their  repulations  re*|jeetfng  the  fintwing 
of  Snmi'li's.  althoii:;h  a  l>r;iiirh  of  the  Systrai  tnon 
iiniTin  lint  fly  within  t!ifir  ijcrwmal  Contronl. 

Instead  of  diawinj;  Siipare  only  nnre,  and  limit- 
ing the  tjiiamiry  in  one  /<'.i'th/  ami  half  and  no  nrar^ 
in  order  tu  Curni-li  iho  sf-ilitif;  Samples,  one  ft»r  tlie 
Seller,  niid  aiifdher  f<ir  the  Buyer,  (according  to  the 
13th  Rule  of  the  Trade). — ^Thc  Coopers  continved 
the  ol<l  practice  ofdrawing  Siiniplcs  t'rcfjuently  ivntey 
and  some  time;  thrice  from  the  same  Hogshead 
seldom  taking  le!.s  thnn   from   four   to  six    [)OuucU 
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Such  hai '  been  the  unsuccessful  result  of  all  the 
efforts  used  by  the  West-India  Merchants  to  esta- 
blish good  regulations  for  the  protection  of  West- 
India  Property. — To  these  already  detailed,  were 
added  an  offer  of  very' high  Rewards  in  1796  and 
1797,  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  6fFefr- 
ders :  but  it  only  served  to  develope  4he  vast  and 
increasing  tnagnitude  of  the  Depredations  by  the 
evidence  brought  forward  in  Criminal  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice— ^whcrc  a  most  enormous  expencc  was  incurred 
without,  iaany  respect,  diminishing  the  evil. 

The  reason  was  obvious. — ^The  Crimmal  Con- 
federates engaged  in  these  nefarious  designs  had  be- 
come numerous,  and  powerful  in  pecuniary  resource. 
Unrestrained  by  those  principles  of  rectitude,  which 
govern  the  actions  of  men  in  the  innocent  walks  of 
life,  they  resorted  to  every  criminal  device  which 
was  hkely  to  impede  or  embarrass  the  course  of  Jus- 
tice, by  intimidating  or  suborning  evidence,  and  by 
other  proceedings,  having  for  their  object  the  acquital 
of  their  associates  in  iniquity. — ^They  succeeded  in 
part ;  and  feeling  encouraged  by  the  triumph  of  a 
victory  over  the  insulted  Laws  of  their  Country,  they 
renewed  their  depredations  as  Stealers  and  Receivers 
of  the  property  of  the  Planters  and  Merchants, 
rendered  exceedingly  valuable  from  the  then  great 
advance  in  the  price,  and  the  considerable  augmen- 
tation of  the  Duties. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances — ^beset  on  all 
hands  by  hordes  of  Miscreants^  eager  to  seize  upon 

their 
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their  property,  aad  defeated  in  every  attempt  to  re* 
strain  ur  to  keep  thrm  within  bounds,  the  ei|Kdieitt 
of  Wet  Docks  had  been  resorted  to,  astbeouly 
apparent  means  of  relief. 

As  a  prelude  to  this  important  uieasun:,  inquiriei 
were  instituted  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Cuinmous,  before  wliom  it  appeared  in  evidence  that 
the  Phmder  on  West-India  Prodticealoiie,  occaskmed 
an  annual  lo!»  to  the  Proprietors  of  1 30/XXll.  {y)  a 
year,  and  50,oool.  a  yenr  to  the  Revenue :  but  at 
chat  period,  (viz.  I7g(3,)  opportunities  bad  nut  been 
dftbrdcd  ol  obtaining  that  full  and  eatenHve  infor- 
mation, which  has  since  arisen  from  the  minute  iO" 
vestigations  which  have  taken  place,  and  which  teen 
to  warrant  a  much  higher  ettimatc ;  and  periiaps, 
the  following  view  of  the  general  stale  of  those  ra- 
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;/.  77;^/  2-5/A5,  or  154  i9£//f,  had  hen  siibjecf  to  ex^ 
cessive  riumler^  and  that  the  whole  LumperSy  Coop- 

erSj 

Ship  discharged  in  January  17949  Tninnty  Tmrx  of  Sugar 
were  stolen,  in  comeqnefioeof  an  agreement  between  the  chief 
Mate,  four  Custom-house^  and  two  Excise  Officers  then  on 
board  on  the  one  part,  and  a  notorious  fteceiTer  on  the  other, 
who,  with  the  assistance  of  two  Ligbt-borsemeMf  carried  od 
shore  about  a  Ton  each  night. 
It  also  appears  on  similar  evidence,  that  from  a  Jamiiea  Ship 
disdurged  in  March  1794,  no  less  than  Ftftj  7V*i  §/^Sttgar 
were  plundered  in  consequence  of  a  previous  agreement  with 
the  Mate  and  five  Revenue  Officers. — Ten  Hogsheads  were 
comjde^ely  emptied,  and  afterwards  stowed  in  a  port  of  the 
Ship  where  there  had  been  much  leakage,  that  it  might  ap> 
pear  the  Sugar  had  been  washed  out  during  the  voyage*-^ 
The  result  was,  that  the  loss  was  borne  by  the  Ujtiierwnfertm 
From  the  same  Ship  three  whole  Puncheons  of  Rum  were 
plundered,  besides  300  Gallons  pumped  from  difFerent  Casks^ 
all  which  were  sent  on  shore  in  Skins  and  Bladders. — From 
this  Ship  a  large  quantity  of  Coffee  was  also  pillaged. — ^The 
five  Revenue  Officers  arc  stated  to  have  each  shared  i  ^oK  in- 
dependent of  the  money  received  by  the  Mate  and  Agents  in 
this  iniquitous  business. 

The  same  evidence  states,  that  in  August  1794,  a  small  Vessel 
arrived  in  the  River  from  Antigua,  with  70  Hogsheads  of 
Sugar;  Fivi'  Hogihcads  of  ivh'tch  were  actually  plundered 
by  three  Tidesmen  in  conjiinccion  with  the  Mate,  and  a 
well-known  Receiver.  —  The  Captain  haj^pened  to  be  a 
stranger,  who  had  expressed  much  apprehension  of  T jumpers, 
ujMDn  which  the  Revenue  OfHcers  proposed,  in  order  to  allay 
hU  fears,  and  prevent  his  cin|)Ioying  l.umpci'^,  that  they 
would  themselves  discharge  the  Cargo. — The  result  was, 
tliat  while  he  remained  on  bhore,  considering  himself  as 
secure,  he  lost  i-i+th  part  of  the  uholc, 
,  Upon  the  same  testimony  it  appears  that  in  September  179 J,  the 
Cargo  of  a  Jamaica  Ship  then  discharging  at  the  Quays  near 
London  Bridge  was  plundered  of  Ten  lom  of  Sugar  by  the 
Mate  and  five  Revenue  Officer^,  assisted  by  two  Watermen 
ii:  I  he  Service  ultlie  Customs. 
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rrs,  OfficerSi  Malest  mtt  Skifis"  Crete,  ohtamed  tM 

au  tizvij^f  '2jO/.  (•■  Shif.  (j) 

f.  It  apfcan  (iirilurr  bv  c\  tJcoce  upon  oath,  tfcu  tbi  Cufi  of  a 

JaiDiiiLa  Miip  wi^uh  dliciurgcU  on  tU  River  in  Narcnlia 
171.5,  v.  t  |>lur.il--:i:tl  iit'Su^.-irinU  other  uiidn  of  the  ralue 
of  5.  ol.  l>i  tl.n..-  Uustom-huuic  uij  i a o  Excite  C&rn,  u 
conj'jiicciun  uiili  tlicCaiKiiin,  M^icc,  and  Ship' 1  Watenncn, 
with  ut]ict».— I U-  uhulc  woi  Lrtlcil  by  a  oatoniu  Re- 
ceiver. 
t.  In  Stptcmbcr  itcC,  £vc  P.cvrT.jt  CJSccn,  the  \lat^  ad  a  no. 
lorious   Rfi.ci\i;r  ttulc  'I'cn  Ton  d*  Sugar,  and  1  whole 
Puncheon  of  Ru;u,  from  4  Vcud  fan  St.  Kiu^ii  which 
lt)cn  Ui(.hiirgcJ  in  \Yj:  River. 
The  infuniuiinii,  u|^i  i-i:\.,  fium  which  these  Cuo  are  telecu^ 
gOM  a  coi:>it!cTabie  length  furth^i  an.l  lutci  nuny  tpccific  Cku, 
atrongly  dcmonstniiiig  ihc  sluKikinj;  coduptioii  of  Monli  UDOOg 
VirioLu  daue*  rin)>1o}rd  iii  ditTiceiit  lituatioiu  upon  the  Rivui  and 
yet  iheie  initancet  arc  oiJy  n  t,li^t\i  iludu,  when  conparcd  with 
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3d.  That  l-6/A|  or  77  Shlpi^  from  having  umu  aUm^ 

w 

tion  paid  on  the  part  of  the  Ships*  Officers,  have 
suffered  a  loss  from  Lumpers^  Coopers  and  others^ 
only  to  the  esteiit  in  Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  yr- 
tiel^,  of  100/.  a  Ship. 

4th.  That  ISth,  or  77  Ships,  from  a  stiU greater  de^ 
gree  of  vigilance,  increased  ^  the  constant  or  occa^ 
sional  presence  of  the  Ship  Minsters,  may  have  only 
suffered  on  an  average  to  the  extent  of  50/.  each 
Slnp. 

5/h.That  in  about  2,500  Lighters,  employed  in  discharg'^ 
ifjg  JVest-India  Ships,  (including  their  repeafed 
trips,)  the  average  Plunder  of  Sugar,  Rt(m,  Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Ginger,  Pimento,  Log'ivood,  Fustic,  &Cm 
wight  amount  to  6L  on  each  Cargo. 

6/h.  That  on  1 20,000  Cash  of  Sugar,  1 5,000  P/m- 
cheons  of  Rum,  and  1 00,000  other  Packages,  con^ 
sisting  of  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Tur^ 
nieric,  Cotton,  Hides,  Elefhants"  Teeth,  Castor  Oil, 
besides  Mahogany,  Logwood,  Fustic,  and  other  Dye 
Woods,  and  Lance^iS:ood  Spars,  landed  on  the  dif- 
ferent Quays  and  Wharfs — the  average  Pillage  by 
Scuffle-^Hunters,  and  others  upon  the  Quays,  fnay 
have  amounted  to  2s.  a  Package,  on  235,000  Pack* 
ages ;  and  20i,  per  Ton  on  the  different  Woods,  (^) 

estimating 

(«)  In  cases  where  Lumpers  wefe  either  remunerated  in  ptrt  or 
In  whole  from  the  Plunder  obtained,  this  average  would  appear  to 
be  moderate. 

{h)  It  is  well  ascertained  that  the  pillage  of  Dye  Woods,  par- 
ticuLirl/  Logwood  and  Fwtict  has  been  very  excecsive,  both  in  the 

Lighters 
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estimating  the  average  qaaniity  In  a  year  at  3oM 
Tons. 
1th.  That  on  1  CX),O0O  Piiclaget,  romfriztng  Coffee^  (*) 
'  Ciicfid,  Pimaifo,  G'mger,  Tiirmerief  Coltattf  and 
other  art'hirs  Iwlgal  In  the  H'arehouses^  the  Phokkr 
hy  I^hurers  ami  others  in  ifej-osi/ing,  Samfliiig,  mud 
mur/ivg  the  jiime,  may  average  about  2s.  a  Pack' 
age ;  v>:hite  on  1  iO.OOO  IJogsheatU  of  Sugar^  de- 
fosited  and  reinoved  in  the  same  maimer^  the  Loss 
ty  SiimpiiKg,  Su-eej>ings  ami  Pi/lage,  must,  at  the 
f  resent  price  of  Sugars,  average  at  hast  12*.  per 

Upciii  these  ilata,  the  estimate  of  the  aggregate 
Dcprcttutions  on  West-India  I'ltxluce,  exhibiting  tilt 
Loss  sustained  hy  the  Revenue  and  the  Individuals, 
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ist.   77  Ships  denominated  Game^   average  7oot« 

2d.  154  Ships  subject  to  excessive  Plunder,  250!.  each  389500 
3d.  77  Ships  subject  to  an  inferiotf  ditto»  lool.  each'  7*700 
4th.  77  Ships  subject  to  slight  Plunder  ditto,  50I.  each  31850 
5th.  2,500  Lighters,  average  Plunder,  61.  each  Carga  151OOO 
6tb^  West  India  Goods  on  die  Q^ay,  ;t35»ooo  Fawfc*: 
ages,  average  Fillage,  estimated  at  as.  per 

Package 23.500 

Dye  Woods :     .    .  2,550 

^tfaf  West- India  Goods  in  theWaithouses 

1009O00  emaller  Picki^,  at  31.      15,000 
1 20,000  Hogsheads  of  Sugar,  at  I2s.  72,000 


MMM 


87,000 


Estimated  Loss  to  the  Proprietors,  Ship-Owners, 
Ship*Masters,  Consignees,  and  the  Revenue,  on 
an  sretage  of  years  previous  to  1798      .     .     ^^.232,000 


^amtm 


Although  no  estimate,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
atances  of  the  case,  can  be  expected  to  ascertain  the 
precise  fact ;  yet  to  those  who  have  beeain  the  habit 
of  considering  this  particular  subject  with  a  know* 
ledge  of  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  Depreda* 
tions  upon  West-India  property,  the  arrangement 
of  the  different  branches  of  this  System  of  Pillage, 

(i)  SoppQMng  seven  Fleets  to  arriTe  la  a  year,  the  average  num* 
ber  of  Garni  Shift  to  each  does  not  exceed  Eleven. 

I  will 
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will  not  only  aaaat  the  judgment,  but  may  | 
produce  s  conviction  in  the  mind  that  the  c 
tions  arc  not  over-strainaL 

In  an  imporutton  extending  to  upwardi  of  Senn 
Millions  sterling  a  year,  and  comprising  at  lent 
939,000  Ca-^ks  and  Packages  of  different  kiad^  de- 
livered from  the  Ships  and  conveyed  to  tbe  Waitt* 
houses,  through  (he  medium,  agency,  and  inia^ 
vcntion  of  such  a  multiudc  of  individual^  tbem^or 
part  bent  upon  Pittage ;  aiKl  when  to  this  conwlen- 
tian  is  nddcd  the  ready  access  which  is  obtained  to 
this  npccica  of  I'roperty,  and  the  ease  and  frctUty 
with  which  it  can  be  concealed  and  diapoaed  o^ 
large  as  the  loiscs  appear  to  be ;  ^'Ct  when  meaiuiiid 
by  the  scitlc-of  (jiiantity  and  v'alnc,  and  tbe  riaqnc 
attached  to  the  transit  of  this  immense  floating  Fio- 
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mcnts  which  extend  to  neariy  Four  Millions  sterling 
a  year,  .  where  numerous  Bickages  are  ixmvey.edy 
through  such  a  variety  of  points  of  danger^  to  ahofVQ 
370  different  Vessels ;  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  fnxn 
the  instances  which  havi^ready  been  stated  of  the 
Pillage  of  Dry  Goods,  and  other  Merchandise  io 
the  course  of  exportation,  that  a  CominerQe  so  cxp 
tended  can  escape  its  share  of  the  general  loss.  Ta 
what  extent  it  has  already  gone,  it  is  impossible  eveo 
to  hazard  a  conjecture* — ^It  is  sufficiently  obvious,, 
that  Systems  have  been  formed  by  Delinquents  hos- 
tile to  this  species  of  Property,  and  that .  antidotes 
are  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  eradicating,  or  at 
least  checking  the  evil,  before  it  operates  as  a  serious 
burden  upon  the  Trade. 


DEPREDATIONS 

ON 

ALL  THE  OTHER  BRANCHES  OF  TRADE 

TO  AND  FROM  THE  PORT  Of  LONDON. 

I.  British  Co^inental  Colonies  iir  North 

America. 

This  Commerce  employed  68  Ships  in  the  year 
Auding  the  5th  of  January  17989  and  its  Exports 
aud  Imports  amounted  to  1^638,1441  sterling,  vis. 

Imports  .    •    •    .     2909894 
Fzpons i>347f25o 

Total  .   .  >C*i»638|i44 

I  a  It 
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It  comprisM  the  IWla  curied  on  to  Hadioir*! 
Bay  Novo- Scotia,  Naw  Bnimwick,  St.  Jc^ni'i 
Idand,  Cape  Briton,  Neirfbundlandf  and  Upper  aad 
Lower  Canada. — ^I'bc  aiticica  imported  are  chieQjr 
conlincd  lo  fine  Furt>  Mias»  'RUtiy,  Fiifa,  Oil  aii4 
Umber,  and  occasionally  aome  Cora. 

The  Fun,  particularly  in  tbe  Quebeek  Slupa,  §n 
known  to  have  been  an  object  of  Plunder  lo  ■  caa* 
wderable  extent,— Their  great  value  haa  euitad  tha 
attention  of  those  claMCi  of  Delioqucnta  who  an 
generally  the  Furchaaera. — It  is  a  curiooa  taitam' 
stance  that  among  the  Jews,  almost  the  only  Mbh»* 
facturc  which  is  carried  on  is  that  of  Fim  Htts.^^ 
The  materials  they  generally  purchase  at  a  cheqi 
rate,  and  some  of  them  arc  snJd  to  be  upon  tbe  mtcli 
when   the  Unebcrk  and  Hudson's  Bay  Ships  arriTC, 
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it  is  t6  be  considered,  thatSkins,  Com,  FiA^  «n4  Qil« 
are  also  known  to  be  pinndcred  to  a  great  extent ;  anil 
that  Tiknber,  unlikely  as  it  noay  appear,  i9  an  article 
upon  which  great  Depredations  are  Gaipniitt^.^-v- 
Tfae  Exports  to  the  British  Gilonies,  (al^  an  dpy^ct 
of  Plunder,)  amount  to  l,347,a50l»  a  ycar-*HX)niiain- 
cd  in  many  Packages,  and  exceedingly  exposed  An 
their  transit  to  the  Ships,  and  afterwards.  (/)  Sp 
that  upon  the  whole  it  may  not  be  utireasonalde  10 
suppose,  that  the  annual  aggregate  Loss  to  the  Ra^ 
venue,  and  the  Individuals^  by  Plunder  in  this  branch 
of  Trade  may  extend  to  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a 
Year. 

II.  African  Taade  :  including  th^  Cape  op 

Good  Hope. 

■ 

The  Commerce  of  Africa  is  limited  to  a  few 
Ships — 11  entered,  and  24  cleared  out  from  the 
Port  of  London,  in  the  year  ending  5th  January, 
I  ygg. — ^The  value,  however,  of  Goods  exported  is 

(/)  When  it  is  considered  how  practicable  it  has  been  to  commit 
Robberies  on  Commercial  Property,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to 
detect  the  Culprits,  it  is  even  a  matter  of  wonder  that  so  many 
specific  (acts  have  come  to  light ;  among  others  it  has  been  stated 
on  credible  authority,  and  upon  oath,  that  in  Maxcfa  179^4  the 
Mate  of  a  vessel,  outward-bound  to  Newfoundland,  with  the  two 
Tidesmen  then  on  board,  stole  a  large  Bale  of  Woollen  Stockings, 
whidi  was  bought  and  landed  by  a  notorious  Receiver,  and  tlie 
parchase.money  divided  among  the  three  Delinquents. 

considerable. 
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considerable.  With  ntftct  to  tbe  TndBof  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,(f)it  is  yet  iDitshiftiMy.  ]|«m 
only  be  said  to  emficj  about  six  Ships.  The  i^ 
gregate  Exports  and  Imports,  however^  to  and  tnm 
all  parts  of  Africa^  appearing  to  amonnt  to  moR 
-than  Half  a  Million  a  year,  viz.  33 1 ,44fil.— it  m^, 
perhaps,  not  be  too  much  to  suppose  the  aimttil 
loss  by  Fillage  and  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue  wd  In* 
dividnnls  in  this  branch  of  Trade,  suitoiiikU  as  it 
is  in  common  with  others  by  criminal  Delin^Mnl^ 
may  amount  to  2^001.  a  year. 

III.  Southern  amd  Nobtherk  Whalb  FiSKUf.  * 

This  Trade  employs  45  Ships  out  pf  the  Von  pf 
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LK^uorSj  with  respect  to  the  ease  with* which  quan- 
.titles  can  be  drawn  off^  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
€an  be  sold^  it  may  possibly  not  be  too  n)uch  to  sup^ 
pose,  that  2CXX)1.  a  year  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
loss  to  the  Revenue  and  Individual,  by  Pillage,  where 
the  scale  of  the  Trade  is  so  extensive,  and  where 
Exportation  forms  no  part  of  the  value* 

IV.  Trade  with  the  United  States  of 

America. 

The  Trade  of  the  United  States  of  America  em- 
ploys about  140  Ships,  all  of  which  are  Foreign, 
The  Imports  consist  of  Tobacco,  Rice,  Cotton,  In- 
digo, Corn,  Oil,  Skins,  Naval  Stores,  and  various 
West-India  productions  to  the  amount  of  1 ,5 1 7,386/. 
The  Exports  in  British  and  Foreign  Merchandise  are 
estimated  at  3,898,864/.  for  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  January  1798. 

Tobacco  {h)  is  an  article  exceedingly  coveted  by 
the  Lower  Orders  of  the  People,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  excellent  Regulations  of  Government,  with 
respect  to  this  article,  the  detection  an4  conviction 

(b)  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  a  penpn  well  infonned  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Pillage  of  Tobacco,  that  considerable  quantities 
are  sent  on  shore  in  the  Officers'  Boxes.  The  pretence  made  use  of 
b,  that  the  Key  is  lost,  and  that  the  Box  is  sent  on  shore  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  getting  a  new  one  to  fit  it.  Considerable  Robberies  have 
i^en  recently  detected  by  the  Ofiicers  of  tde  Marine  Police. 

of 
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of  Offenden  prove,  thit  the  Rllage  Is  «till  very  «i^ 
siderable,  and  indeed,  when  the  corrupt  cooductof 
not  a  few  of  the  Revenue  Officei^  is  ukcn  iniooo#- 
lideratioD,  it  is  not  unnatural  to  Hippoae,  that  the 
practices  which  had  been  found  to  prevail,  id  is 
great  a  degree,  on  board  of  WcM-India  Ships  (befim 
an  antidote  watt  applied)  extend  also  to  thoae  fram  tht 
American  States,  since  their  Cargoes  arc  not  icldom 
composed  at  least  partly  of  Sugar,  Coftcc,  Cocoa,  and 
other  valuable  West-India  Produce,  as  well  aa  the 
natural  Pi-oductions  of  these  States;  all  of  which 
being  of  a  nature,  calculated  to  excite  the  attentioa 
of  River  Thieves,  must  consequently  suffer  in  com- 
mon with  other  branches  of  Trade;  nor  can  h  be 
fairly  argued,  that  the  srcuriiy  is  increased  by  the 
means  which  the  American  Traders,  have  of  dischi 


are  mtfodiieed  tbroagh  the  medium  of  G^ne  Re^ 
venue  OJ^eers^  M  often  as  they  are  jHaced  on  bearl 
of  Ameriean  Ships,  who  have  even  found  means  to 
aeduce  some  of  the  Captains  themselves  to  oonsent 
to  permit,  and  to  share  in  the  general  Pillage  whieh 
takes  place  by  means  of  such  Criminal  Con^ 
deracies« 

When  it  is  recollected,  that  to  the  same  Indivi* 
duals  who  have  associated  with  Receivers  and  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  pillaging  the  homeward-bound 
Cargoes,  the  Merchandise  exported  is  equally  open 
to  Depredation,  and  when  it  is  clearly  aacertainod, 
that  Packages  have  been  opened  by  the  connivance 
of  Revenue  Officers,  and  either  wholly  emptied  of 
their  contents,  or  pieces  of  valuable  Muslins,  Bilk, 
and  other  Goods  abstracted  ;  and  when  in  addition 
io  this,  complaints  are  constantly  made  of  the  defi* 
ciency  of  Groods  exported,  where  the  Furnishers  or 
the  Exporters  are  subject  to  considerable  losses,  the 
extent  of  which  from  the  diffused  state  of  the  Cooler 
merce,  and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  car-* 
ried  on,  cannot  be  ascertained ;  it  is  not  unfair  to 
presume  (combining  the  losses  by  Pillage,  Embez* 
dement  an<l  Frauds,(/)  on  the  whole  Imports  and 
Exports  from  the  Port  of  London  to  the  American 
States,  amounting  in  all  to  5,41 6,250/.    ster^ng,) 

(/)  Considerable  Frauds  on  the  Revome  hive  been  comnittcd, 
by  landing  Tobacco  in  secluded  paru  of  (he  Rurer,  after  it  has 
been  flipped  for  Exportation, 

that 


that  the  whole  lots  to  the  RcYCDue  tad  tfai  Jtodiw- 
duab,  maysmouDt.  on  soezteauvBaaodBofCaiq-- 
mcrcc,  under  the  peculiar  circumitanoai  wUch  hmm 
been  cxplaiiiul,  to  Tkirty  TkoMMd  PaiKidt  ajmti 

V.  Tbadl  to  asd  prom  the  ^fsolTEUAlrBAr 

AND   Tl'BKBY. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiKo  the  iinpcdioientswhichitood 
in  the  way  of  the  Trade  to  the  Mcditemoen  md 
Turkey,  it  employed  7'2  Ships  and  Vcsseb  fifllB  the 
Fort  ot' London,  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  J«. 
ntiary  1798.  The  Imports  amounted  to  3ga^794JL 
and  the  Exports  to  1 18,914/. — Both  together  eKceed- 
ing  Hair  a  Million  sterling. 

The  [Tcnci'al   Wariaix 
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credited.  A  specific  instance  has  been  stated  to  the 
Author,  upon  which  he  can  fully  rely,  of  a  Ship  out- 
xvard  bound  to  Leghorn,  uhere  excessive  Plunder 
took  place,  both  by  day  and  by  night. 

Upon  this  branch  of  Commerce,  therefore,  the 
evidence  of  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  lievenue  and 
the  Individuals,  seem  to  warrant  an  opinion,  that 
they  may  fairly  be  estimated  at  Sivm  Thousand 
Pounds  a  year  J {k) 

VI.  Tkade  with  Spain^ 

To  the  enlightened  Policy  of  Government  are  we 
indebted  for  the  very  considerable  Trade  which  is 
carried  on  between  the  Port  of  London  and  Spain, 
•as  well  as  other  Powers  with  whom  this  Country  is 
rat  present  at  War.  It  is  by  such  wise  arrangements, 
that  raw  Materials  are  procured  for  our  Manufac- 
tories, and  the  Produce  of  the  National  Industry  ex- 
ported even  to  the  Enemy. 

The  Exports  and  Imports  to  and  from  Spain  and 
the  Port  of  London,  approached  nearly  to  a  Million 

II)  In  June  1795,  according*to  the  evidence  of  a  person,  who  dis- 
closed many  Felonies  and  Frauds,  which  came  under  his  own  inspec- 
tion, the  Mate  and  Tidesman,  on  board  a  Vessel  Ix/und  to  Naples, 
in  conjunction  with  a  Waterman,  a  notorious  Pcccivcr,  unshipped  at 
moch  Pepper  from  the  Cargo  as  produced  joo/.  besides  a  quantity  of 
printed  Gootls  stolen  from  a  Package  on  Ik.  rd.  An  average  Loss 
Was  made  of  the  whole  at  Naples,  including:  s'^mc  damage  sustained 
by  the  Ship  on  the  Voyage ;  and  the  Uoders^'riter}  were  saddled 
with  the  Loss* 

Sterling, 
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BteHing,(/)  for  tlie  year  ending  tba  6ih  "f  JnitiHQ- 
1798,  and  from  ihe  ntture  of  the  CeoMnrciri  Arti- 
cles,  which  con)|xi9c  this  Trade,  joined  to  Bp^cifit. 
evidence  <it  Pii!:igc,  there  ire  strong  gnoundt  to  be- 
lje^'c,  that  it  hm  been  equal  at  least  to  otber  brwicfaes. 
Spanish  \\'cx}l  hns  been  stated  to  be  gn  artide  much 
subject  tn  Uc|)rc((ation,  nut  only  from  its  great  value 
rendering  it  dcbinblf ,  but  froni  the  ease  wiA  whicb 
it  can  be  carriod  on  sliorc  without  suspicion. 

It  hns  apficarrd  in  evidence,  that  it  is  not  tn  un- 
usual practice  with  Ucvenue  OAicers  to  fill  their 
Mattresses  with  tine  Spanish  \Vool>  and  to  send  them 
on  shore  with  all  the  appearance  of  a  regular  rautine 
of  Duty  in  moving  from  one  Ship  to  another.  Ab 
Otiicer,  since  disiniieed  for  getting  drunk*  r 


RtTER   POUCB.  129 

predfttion^  on  the  Cargoes  of  1 21  Ships  in  thislYsde^ 
including  Imports  and  Exports^  at  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  awmaify. 

VII.  (Trade  with  France  and  Austrian 

Flak'DeAs. 

Th£  Trfide  td  and  fi^om  the^e  Countries,  liotwith* 
standing  the-War,  extended  in  Exports  to  $78,038/. 
dnd  Imports  A6y07Ql.  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
January  1798.(w)  The  whole  is  somewhat  better 
than  a  Miirion  sterling.  The  articles  exported 
chiefly  consisted  of  Tobacco,  and  East  and  West- 
India  Goods.  There  arc  strong  grounds  to  believe, 
that  the  Pfu  rider,  especially  where  Game  Officers 
were  on  board,  must  have  been  considerable.  iRc- 
fleeting  on  the  nature  of  the  Articles,  and  the  value, 
it  may  not  be  too  much  upon  the  whole  to  esti- 
mate the  annual  Frauds  and  Plunder,  on  the  home- 
ward and  outward-bound  Cargoes  of  122  Ships  in 
this  Trade,  at  Teti  Thousand  Pounds. 

VIII.  Trade  with  Portugal. 

The  Imports  and  Exports  to  Portugal,  for  the  year 
ciuling  the  5th  of  January  1798^  amounted  to 
8  J 3,237/.  and  employed  180  Ships.     For  the  reasons 

\m)  Set  General  View,  page  12,  and  aUopage  37. 

already 
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nircady  as^ig^cd,  the  Plunder  upon  tbo  ootmid 
ond  honicvvard-buiind  Cargoes  which,  in  point  of 
value  arc  nearly  c(|iial,  may  be  estimated  at  SOOO/. 


rX.  Trade  with  IIollaitp. 

Altiiocgu  the  War  has  abridged  the  Trade  to 
the  United  PrriMiiccs  %'cry  considerably,  yet  from 
tlic  wise  niciaiirc!-  ol  Slate  which  have  been  punued, 
jtempluyul  32p  Ships,  and  amounts  to  2,311,360/. 
in  the  course  or  the  year,  ending  the  dth  of  Ja- 
nuary 17Q8. 

The  Iiiijxirts,  which  amounted  to  673fl4lL  cod- 
sisting  of  Grain,  Seeds,  Dj-c-StufTs,  Cheese  and 
other  PruviMons,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
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X.  Tradb  vith  Gbrmant. 

The  situation  of  Holland  has  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  extend  the  Trade  chiefly  bctwecai 
Hamburgh  and  London,  which  had  risen  in  the  year 
ending  the  5  th  of  January  17Q8,  to  the  unexampled 
height  of  10,672,27]/.  Imports  and  Exports^  in 
which  Commerce,  63  British  and  172  Foreign  Ves- 
sels were  employed. 

The  Goock  ifnported  amounted  to  «  •  •  /".a  1658,01 1 
And  the  £xporrs  of  British  Manufacture  •  •  19621,142 
^ihe  Rcmaioder  was  composed  of  East  and 

West-India  Goodsi  &c 6,393,118 

Total    .    .    •    /'.1 0,672,271 

Both  Imports  and  Exports,  but  particularly  the 
East  and  West  India  Produce,  have  been  proved  to 
have  been  subject  to  excessive  Pillage.  Instances 
have  been  stated^  of  the  Plunder  of  raw,  and  even 
refined  Sugars,  to  a  very  great  extent,  together  with 
Coffee,  Cocoa,  Pimento,  and  other  articles, — aa 
abuse  and  defalcation  to  be  expected,  not  only  from 
the  vast  Exportation  that  took  place,  but  from  the 
rrouded  state  of  the  Wharfs,  and  the  hurry  and  con- 
fusipn  which  attended  the  Exportations  in  the  whole 
of  their  progress,  from  the  Warehouses  to  the  Quays 
and  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the  holds  of  the 
Ships,  in.  all  which  stages,  froni  the  numerous  class 
of  Delinquents,  which  surrounded  this  Property,  (and 

6  which 
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vhtch  indvcfl,  surrounds  all  Commerdal  Prapertyin 
its  variuLi:i  trsnsitb,)  it  is  Miuml  lo  nippase,  that  the 
Fillnge  must  linvc  been  considerable,  and  it  appears 
from  a  viiricly  of  facts,  that  in  tome  instances  it  was 
carried  to  a  verygrcnt  extent,  both  with,  and  without 
the  coitiiivancc  of,  tbc  Mates  aiut  Revenue Oificen.  It 
would  sci-in  iiUci,  ihat  tlicir  mischievous  aoiitiaries 
the  Receivers,  arc  eqiinlly  alert  in  seducing  persons 
havin;;  trusts  in  this  Tmdc,  as  in  that  of  the  East 
and  \Vet.t'IiKlles.  Its  H-ale  is  now  become  SO  im- 
mcnse,  and  the  articles  which  compose  both  the 
lioincward  and  mu\r!ml  Cargoes  are  bo  caiiljr  dis- 
po^cd  utj  th:ii  it  \s  scan-<.-ly  to  be  wondered,  that  in  this 
extensive  branch  of  TraiK*  conspiracies  should  be 
formed  for  the  purpusc  ot'  c.irr^iug  on  systematic  Dfr< 
prcdations,  both  upon  tliu  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 


has  had  the  tffhct  to  increase  the  Depredations  in 
•the  Hamburgh,  and  ofher  Outward-bound  Vessels, 
%vith  West-India  Produce,  where  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, when  opportunfitrcs  do  not  offer  for  landing  the 
Pillage,  previous  to  the  Ship's  leaving  the  Pool,  or  on 
the  way  down,  that  means  arc  found  of  carrying  it 
to  a  place  of  safety,  on  reaching  Gravesend. 

From  an  important  recent  investigation  it  appears, 
thai  .1200  pieces  of  Bandana  Handkerchiefs  and  six 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  Captain,  and  Revenue  Officers,  landed,  from  a 
Vessel  bound  to  Embdcn,  in  April  1795. — ^In  May 
following,  1500  pieces  of  Bandanas  and  seven 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were  landed  from  another 
Vessel  bound  to  the  same  Port ;  and  in  the  month 
of  June  in  the  same  year,  1 200  pieces  of  Bandanas 
xmd  six  cases  of  Cards  were  unshipped,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  from  a  Vessel 
bound  to  Hamburgh.  The  same  persons  broke 
open  a  case  of  Hardware,  a  part  of  the  Cargo,  and 
stole  150  silver-mounted  Snuff  Boxes. 

Considering  therefore,  the  magnitude  of  this  Trade, 
and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  carried 
on,  with  all  the  other  circumstances  tending  to 
increase  the  risque  of  Phindcr,  which  has  been  al- 
ready detailed^  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that 
the  Depredations,  and  loss  of  Revenue,  upon  so 
extensive  a  Property,  circulating  under  such  dis- 
advantag-cous     circumstances  .without    Protection, 

K  and 


and    in%-e1opeil    in    dinger,  cannot  be   kii   Uuut 
Tivenlj-^ve  Thousand  Pouadi  aytar, 

XI.  Tradb  witr  Pbusiia. 

Tins  Trade  employed  608  Ships  ^  the  yeac 
ending  the  5ih  of  January  1798,  wbareof  AS?  vere 
Fortrigii,  and  81  British.  The  Imports  cGosit 
chiefly  of  Timber  from  Mcmel,  and  some  Corn, 
amounting  to  2-20,827.'.  The  Exporu  coBnit  of 
British  Merchandise  or  Manufactures  jf.5B,S80 
and  Colonial  and  East-India  Gooila  153,830 


Total    .   £.an,afi9 
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Articles,  which  form  the  chief  value  of  the  ship* 
ments  from  the  Port  of  London^  are  much  exposed 
to  Depredation,  the  total  Loss  sustained  by  Frauds 
on  the  Revenue,  and  by  acts  of  Delinquency,  is 
estimated  only  at  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a  year. 

m 

X.  Trade  v^tith  Poland, 

The  extent  of  this  Trade  depends  much  on  the 
demand  for  the  article  of  Grain*  In  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January,  1798,  it  employed  only  69 
Ships.  The  innports  consisting  chiefly  of  Com  and 
Linens,  were  valued  at  ;f  .207,477 ;  while  the  exports 
only  amounted  to  ^.35,468- — ^Total  ^.242,943. 

In  the  general  system  of  Pillage,  which  has  per- 
vaded the  River  Thames,  Grain,  of  all  kinds  has 
suffered  by  Depredations,  in  common  with  other 
articles ;  not  only  by  the  numerous  Labourers  in  this 
branch,  who  are  known  to  have  carried  the  Fillnge 
to  a  great  extent,  but  also  by  River  Plunderers,  in 
general,  who  steal  Bags  of  this  article  from  Lighters^ 
as  often  as  opportunities  occur. 

In  the  detail  of  Depredations,  recently  given 
by  a  person,  who  disclosed  a  variety  of  specific 
Acts  of  Pillage,  it  appears,  that  in  August,  1797*  a 
Vessel  arrived  in  the  River,  from  the  East  Country 
with  Wheat.  The  Tide  Ojfficers  arc  charged  with 
having  seduced  the  Master  and  Mate,  who  were 
foreigners,  in  consequence  of  which,  30  quarters  of 
Wheat  were  unshipped,  and  sold  at  20s.  to  a  Re* 

K  2  ceivcr 
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ceivcrat  Rothcrbithe,  while  the  remunder  uU  Ibr 
Sl.  The  produce  of  the  Corn  wu  cquollj  dnided 
between  the  Officere,  Master  and  \Ute. 

The  aggregate  average  loss,  therefore,  by  FniiKb 
and  Plunder,  oii  Goods  imported  from,  and  exported 
to  Poland,  inny  he  estimated  at  Five  TTwutamd 
Poutuls  a  Yejr. 

XI.  Trade  with  Sweden. 

The  importations  from  Sweden,  for  the  3rear«adii:^ 
the  5th  of  January  1798,  amounted  to  ^^153,707 
And  the  e\uorts  of  British  Muoufactores  73*760 

And  Culuniul  and  other  Foreign  Articles         09|93B. 

Total     .     .    £.Z11fKi\ 
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tioM  are  verjr  extensive ;  for  the  year  ending  the 
5lh  of  January  1798,  they  stood  thus  :— 


Importations  in  8  British  aotid  194  Foieigii  Ships    •-  jC*94i8^4 

Exportations  in  British  Manuiactufes      .    •    •    •    218^1 

•    •     .     In  Foreign  or  Colonial  Articles  ^  •     •    492»i9X, 


TatiaT    .    /.8os,9o:J 


The  importations,  condsting  chiefly'  <^  infbior 
Timber,  Deals  and  Naval  Stores,  tfre  in'  the  same^ 
situation  with  similar  articles  with  respeditb'FItindeit' 1 
and  the  Goodsexportcd,  areequally  exposed  to  JSraiid^ 
though,  perhaps,  not  so  much  to'  Depredations. — 
Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  Trade,  the  losses  to  the  Revenue^4nd  Indivi- 
duals, may  be  estimated  at  about  FifUe  Thousand 
Pounds  a  year.  y* 

XIII.  Tbade  with  Russia. 

•  » 

The  Trade  to  and  from  Russia,  has  been  rapidly 
increasing,  and  is  now  very  extensive.  Iti  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  179*,  5t  employed  225> 
British  and  five  *Foreign  Vessels ; 

The  Imports,  consisting  of  Linens,  Hemp^l 

Tallow,  kon,  Deals,&c.  &c.  amountcdtdj:  4*^pS^S^^^ 
The  Exports  in  British  Manuracttjres  •  ••  •  1781303 
.     .     in   Foreign    Articles,    cl)ieilyl 

Colonial  produce     .    .    •    t    •    •    •    J  .      :     '^*    * 

Total      .   '  1      £.%oi7,22i 

xiic 
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The  importAtions  from  Russia,  have  been  cerubilj 
subject  to  much  Plunder  ;  panit-ularly  Hemp,  Tal- 
low, and  Iron,  of  which,  abundance  of  proois  biTC 
been  adduced,  not  only  in  this  Work  ;  but  also  in 
various  judicial  proceedings  against  Oflvndrr*.  lo 
the  exports  too,  there  ts  considerable  Pillage  in  coo» 
•eqaence  of  the  rieceasity  n(  resorting  to  Ltunpei^ 
to  aasist  in  taking  in  the  Cargoes,  and  lo  the  crhnl* 
rial  agency  of  Revenue  and  Ships"  Ofiiccfa.  The 
extern  of  the  whole  lo«  to  the  Revenue  and  tbo  In- 
dividual, may  be  equal  to  10,000l.  a  year. 

XIV.  Trade  with  Gi'Shmsey,  jKauv,  Alderkbt, 
AND  IfiLB  or  Man. 
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there  are  strong  grounds  to  suspect^  that  tbere  must 
be  considerable  Pillage  of  Liquors  previous  to  the 
discbarge. 

In  July  17979  (according  to  the  information  of  a 
person  upon  oath,  taken  in  consequence  of  a  judidal 
inquiry,)  a  Vessel  arrived  in  the  Kver  fixxn  Guernsey^ 
laden  vnth  Brandy.  Five  Revenue  Officers  were 
I^aced  on  board  of  her,  who^  in  conjunction  •  with 
the  Mate,  concerted  a  plan  for  the  purpose  of  plna^ 
dering  the  Caigo.  In  one  night  they  drew  off  80 
atins  full ;  but  they  were  detected  in  the  &ct  by 
the  acting  Surveyor,  who  seized  the  whole. 

The  circumstance,  however,  of  their  discharging 
at  the  Wharfs,  may  possibly  prevent  much  of  the 
Plunder  which  might  otherwise  take  place ;  and 
therefore,  the  extent  of  the  loss  to  the  Revenue  and 
the  Individual,  is  estimated  at  2000L  a  year. 

XV.  Taadb  with  Ibeland. 


This  Trade  employed  273  Brhish  and  three 
Vessels,  including  their  repeated  Voyages^  for  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1798. 

The  Imports  in  that  year  amounted  to  •    .     •    £.lSj9,^'ji 
And    the  Exports    in  British   |    ^.313,958 


.    .    .     .  ,•««■• 


ManufiKtiaa 

in  East  India>       4a«.o6«        .... 

;u)d  Colonial  Goods,&c.&c.  3       '**'»^ 
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7'hc  Importations  from  Ireland,  consist  djieAyof 
Bales  and  Bo\(.-s  ui  Linen.s;  albo  ProvisioRS,  com* 
prisinp;  Bert'  and  I'nrk,  cuntaincd  in  a  grrat  number 
of  Tierces  niid  Ixirrels,  and  a  vuH  puuibcr  t^Catist 
Tubs  aiit)  Firiitis  vi  Butler ^  to  wliich.  may  be  added 
ilu'^-  Ifii/is,  and  n  (cw  other  Arliclat. 

Above  two-ttiirds  of  tlio  Kx|Kiru  arc  compoiicd  of 
Sugar,  Uuii),  TuLiacco,  and  oihcr  West-India  and 
Anicrk-an  Artlck's;  aiid  Teas  Spices,  and  Ea&u 
India  Goods  : — tlic  rcniaining  one-third  is  com- 
posed of  Briii>ti  Manul'aclurcs. 

Both  the  Imports  and  Expurui  of  Ireland,  irao-th* 
very  great  number  of  Packages ; — their  f^ta^e 
natuTL-,  and  ilie  ready  means  of  obtaining  pHfcbwera 
for  whatever  is  stolen,  mutl  share  the  fate  o(,  other 
Commcrci.d  Articles,  while  surrounded  by  so  loupli 


m 

XVI.  Tbade   with  thb  Out-Ports   op   Gbeax. 

BbITAIN  ;  DENOMINATED  THE  CoASTING  TrABB. 

The  Commerce  carried  on  between  the  River 
Thames  and  the  Out-Ports^  is  extremely  6xtensi?e^ 
it  employs  the  following  Vessels^  vi%^ 

a  Year. 

To  60  Ports  in  England  496^  who  mak»  •  5691- 
To  7  Ports  in  Wales  3^  ^  ditto  t  -^  124 
To  15   Ports  in  Scotland      97  ditto    .     .      684^ 

Total     8a  625  (^jftSdo^ 

The  aggregate  of  these  repeated  Voyages,  at  the 
average  of  86  Tons  to  each  Vessel,  amounts  to 
560,000  Tons,  and  the  Merchandise,  &t.  which  is 
Imported  and  Exported,(;/)  is  estimated  as  follows. 

Imports  6500  Voyages ^(^.4, 100,000 

Expons  ditto 2,500,000- 

Total     .    jf.  6,600,000 

As  however  no  aid  is  derived  in  this  instance  from 
the  Rp^^nue  calculations,  th^  amount  which  is  now 
stated,  is.  estimated  upon  a  general  view  of  the  Ton^ 
nagc,  and  an  examination  of  the  nature  and  Vialue  of 
the  Articles  imported  and  exported. — ^In  both  io- 

(«)  See  pages  10  and  1 1,  detailing  the  Coasting  Trade  bftwcea 
Xondon  and  all  the  Ports  in  Great  Britain. 

(0]  Vide  General  View  of  the  Trade,  pages  aa^.aj*. 

Stances, 
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■UDces^  much  valiuble  Merchandiaa  ii  ooavajml 
Coastwise,  and  a  considerable  proponion  of  the  Gnio 
and  Molt  conMimed  in  the  Metropolis,  is  convsfed 
ia  these  Vebi>el!i.(/>)  Under  such  circumstaDces  the 
calculitiun  of  the  aggregate  value  will  pnibably  bo 
considered  as  not  over-strained  ;  for,  although  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  pussiblc,  without  official  docunwots,  to 
ascertain  tbeaniounteven  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
it  is  clear  to  demonstration,  that  it  must  be  immense  ; 
and  C(]anily  obvious  that  from  the  nature  of  maajof 
the  Articles,  the  Pillage  must  alf^o  be  very  cxtenrive, 
even  without  asccruining  prcciiicly  whether  Bi>y  loai 
has  been  sustained  or  not. 

CoBN. — ^The  article  of  Grain,  in  particular,  has 
been  proved  in  numerous  instances  to  be  lubjcct  to 
excessive  Plunder.    The  system  of  SfimtJm:r,  and  the 
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themseltes  become  considerable  Dealers,  by  con- 
fining their  purchases  principally  to  the  Pillage  df 
their  associates ;  and  men  who  have  long  supported 
the  best  character  in  the  opinion  of  their  masters, 
have  been  detected  in  these  practices. 

The  barrier  of  nuxal  rectitude  once  broken  down, 
the  mind  becomes  reconciled  by  degrees  to  look 
even  with  satis&ction  on  actions  that  gratify  thor 
avarice,  which  at  firft  they  could  not  have  endured. 
The  want  of  an  adequate  Police  upon  the  River^ 
calculated  to  compass  all  objects,  has  tended  greatly 
to  the  increase  of  the  depredations  upon  Com,  and 
the  security  which  offenders  of  all  descriptions 
have  experienced,  has  produced  in  this,  as  well  as 
,  every  other  article,  a  rapid  increase  of  crimes. 

The  transition-  from  innocence  to  acts  of  turpi- 
tude, where  great  temptations  are  in  the  way  of 
men  in  needy  circumstances,  is  easy  and  obvious.—- 
An  iadulgent  Master,  at  first,  grants  the  privilege  of 
a  few  samples  or  a  triflii\g  quantity  of  foul  Com,  on  the 
solicitation  of  an  industrious  servant,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  feeding  a  pig,  or  a  few  poultry.  The  request  is 
again  repeated  with  equal  success.    The  stock  of 
poultry  or  pigs  is  increased,  and  additional  quantities 
of  grain  become  necessary.    The  indulgence  of  the 
Master  in  a  few  instances,  is,  at  length,  constraed 
into  a  sanction  to  appropriate  Sweepings  of  foul 
Grain.    These  Sweepings  are  presently  increased  by 
previous    concert   among    the   Labourers.      Com 
becomes  fbul^  which  might  have  been  proicrved  In 

adcan 
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a  cleon  and  Merchantable  state,  because  the  covet-- 
OUA  disposition  ol  the  Laboarers  has  incrcaaed. 
At  length,  they  become  Dealers  in  a  little  way,  and 
their  C«siomers  must  be  supplied.  The  habit  of 
abstracting'  a  little,  recoociles  the  mind  by  degrees 
to  larger  quantities;  till. at  Jength,  superior  Grain  is 
P^Uged  to  a  considerable  extent  under  circumstances 
a-hcrc  discoverite  become  extremely  dif^uU,  and 
where  the  Trade  is  conducted  on  a  lar^e  scale, 
not  ibc  least  suspicion  is  cntcrtainrd,  that  any 
tiling  is  going  forward,  until,  perhaps,  a  La- 
bourenj  who  liad  hcretoJore  been  considered  as  a 
faithful-  servant,  is^  to  the  astonishmsnt  of  bis- 
Master,  discovered  to  be  a  great  Receiver,  and  a' 
consider^:^  PfsJer..  Tiw6s.o|KervatibnB' ane  foHndfed 
OA  OGf:i)iTcnoeS'wtnoh'.,liaBa  ccsnciundtpthe  cogni- 
aM^ce,^  JS4agf$tnMes»ivfaK<bsrotfelt  it>  their  duty  toi 
{iei)9tnu«<  into  tb«i  nitiaEi  and'  oauBcSi.  of  an-  enri), 
iYl)i«b«;if-.no«  Bf>cadtty.«kccJDcd^  wili  rise  to'  M^ 
aJ^finUigiaiKf  ipeKniciaiiaibsigfat.  "*''  *' 

.  ^l^l^i&  jfi  not  U^,QBly  mode  ptBctiMd<iii  commits< 
t|^g^fM9fla^i<m,3.oOitheGtign.Trade.GnaniBftet}uent-' 
ly,,ogpa,.whil6;  in  Cni&ta  the  ravages  of  RwerPiratgg 
ajifL  Night  Fluddeeerft  :  The  portable  nstv>re  of  the 
%N^V4i^ ^  ewe.^tb  which  tbeycan. frequently 
hprjjcinftyad  firen^fliGt  Conri-Bavge  toBous  employed 
fcy^ij^i^^  Xliwyiei^ Joinedb  to,  the-  facilunes  a^brd^' 
Tttf  BSrgjBMB-  Hecwflcrsw^  xjpntributs  ia  no  smaA* 
dfgg^  to.^.tDQtic^e^  thisevit.  , 

ri%9MtifiH>i  IgJ'WB  U^thc  astiolc  9(>  Com,  nan 
rt«i« «  4oubt 
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doubt  can  be  entertained,  since  the  mciKl 'principle 
has  become  so  exceedingly  relaxed  among  all  classes 
of  Aquatic  Labourers,  that  the  pillage  in  other 
articles  conveyed  Coastwise,  must  be  very  consider-- 
able  during  the  operation  of  Landing,  Removing, 
and  Depositing  the  immense  number  of  articles 
which  are  imported,  and  the  Cartage  and  Shipping 
of  a  great  variety,  often  of  valuable  Goods,  whioh 
are  exported. 

Whatever  check  honest  Revenue  Oiliocrs  may 
have  on  Depredations,  this  cannot  apply  to  the 
Coasting  Trade :  which,  thersforc,  affords  a  freer 
scope  to  those  who  have  the  opportunity  to  pillage 
and  embezzle  Cargoes. 

Considering  then  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case— the  incredible  number  of  Aquatic  Carriers— 
the  evil  examples  before  them — the  immense  value 
of  property  in  transit ;  and  the  various  opportuni* 
tics  which  occur,  to  commit  depredations  without 
the  risque  of  detection — the  aggregate  value  of  the 
plunder  on  the  Coosting  Trade,  may  be  estimated  at 
Twcniy  Thoitsa^  Powids  a  year. 

XVIL  Coal  Trade  to  the  Port  of  Londun. 

It  has  been  already  stated  ^'  that  the  Coal  Trade 
employs  on  an  average  about  418  Ships  and  Vesselsy 
which  make  3,67  6  voyages  in  the  course  of  a  year.** 
'^Tbat  about 2, 196  Coal  Barges,  averaging  38  Tons, 
are  employed  in  the  discharge  of  tliese  Vessels, 
making  an  aggtegate^qf  71>g03  Tons.'* .  '^  That  each 
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Collier,  on  an  average,  require!  about  13  Baifjcs. 
That  1,170  of  these  Craft  are  fieciuenlly  laden  mth 
Coals  at  one  time,  while  nearly  as  many  are  used  in 
Floating  Warehouses,  above  and  below  Bridge^ 
waiting  the  calls  of  the  Consumers,  who  require  ■ 
uionthly  supply  or  300  Cargoes  of  220  Cbaldroni 
each."  That  the  monthly  supply,  being,  tberefbre, 
66,000  Chaldrons,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  about 
50,ooo  Chaldrons,  (with  the  exccptioo  of  ttmes  <if 
acarciiy  as  at  present,)  remain  exposed  to  depreda- 
tions on  the  River  all  the  year  rouod.  {p)  Indeed, 
it  has  clearly  been  ascertuned,  that  the  plunder  of 
Coals  is  excessive,  and  committed  in  ^'arious  wayar— 
First,  in  the  Ships  during  the  discbarge,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Coal-heavers,  where  the  property 
of    the  Owners,   and    the   Public  Revenue,    sufier 
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Public  Market  was  held  at  Execution  Dock^  for  the 
Sale  of  Coals  obtained  in  this  way. 

The  mischievous  privilege  granted  to  the  Meter, 
and  the  Meter^s  man^  of  a  certain  quantity  of  Coab 
for  their  private  usc^  while  it  robs  the  Proprietor  and 
the  Revenue  (^)  of  a  considerable  sum  of  monej 
annually^  (r)  establishes  a  precedent^  which  is  ytrcg' 
nant  with  evils  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  as  it  &Um 
nishes  an  excuse  for  ,the  like  illegal  indulgence  to 
the  Coal-heavers,  and  generates  that  disposition  to 
pilfer^  which  has  been  found  to  be  so  predominant 

(f }  The  average  cost  of  Coals  free  on  Board  i    ^ 

at  Newcastle^  is  averaged  at    •    •    •    .   )   ^*  ' 

The  Freight  to  London,  Light  Money  and  Charges  7 
taken  on  an  average ) 

The  Daty»  9s,  ^r  Chaldron ;  Charges  tf  Entry,  ) 

3d. //r  Chaldron.* )         o    9    S 

The  ezpence  of  the  Delivery  into  Lighten,  indu.^ 

ding  Metage,   3d.    Coal-heavers,  is.  6d.  I         021 
Factors'  Commission,  4d«  per  Chaldron    •    J 

The  Lighterage 014 

The  ezpence  from  the  Lighters  to  the  House    .    •    •     049 

Total    •    /.  2    o    6 

(r)  Stqjposix^  the  Meters  and  Meters'  men,  (aboat  90  in  nua* 
ber,)  to  receive  only  5  Bushels  each,  as  their  privilege  in  eveif 
Cargo,  on  an  average,  the  whole  would  amount  to  1,020  CbaUrmm 
Lott  to   the  Proprietors,   at  least   20s.    0  ^ 

ftr  Chaldron,  including  freight        3  ^*  '. 
Lots  to  the  Revenue,  9s.  fer  Chaldron    .    •    •    459    o    o 

Total    •    •    £.  1,479   ftr^o 

•  The  Total  Revenue  paid  for  Coals  by  the  consumers  in  tbe 

Metropolis  is  above  )C-3^»^^  *  7^^* 

among 


among  iliis  very  depraved,  but  nseful,  and  ffequendy 
ill'Uscd  class  of  men;  wht>»c  earnings,  if  they  were 
prm'idcnl,  and  a  strict  line  of  rectitude  werepumed 
by  all  tlidr  Kmptoyeni,  might  speedily  place  than  in 
very  iudcpcnncnt  situations)  since  it  appears,  that 
their  labour,  which  in  tolerably  constant,  produces 
from  78.  to  1  S3,  a  day,  and  some  tew  instaoces  have 
occurrul,  of  its  extending  even  to  278.  for  thi 
laliour  ot'  (burEi'cii  hours. 

Notwithstanding  thci^c  apfiarcnt  lai^  esmings  of 
Coal-hcavcrii,  it  is  a  curious  and  interesting  fiKt, 
th;it  a  very  considerable  proiwrtion  of  these  bard- 
working  men,  CTcii  since  the  late  advance  of  the 
price  of  ilietr  labour,  do  not  on  the  average  of  the 
year,  carry  home  more  than  1 5s.  a  week  for  the 
su[>port  ot'  their  families.     The   Coal  UndcroAe«i 


fer  each  Ship,  they  lose  tbe  &vour  of  their  Esifdoyer^ 
and  the  preference  which  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
give  them  ;  and  also,  the  subsistence-money  of  5s* 
a  week,  advanced  them  as  a  temporary  loan,  for 
maintenance  when  out  of  employment.  Under  such 
cireumstances,  they  are  completely  in  the  power  of 
the  Cool  Undertakers,  who  also,  besides  the  12s.  a 
Shtp  foil  Gin,  Porter,  &c.  demand  and  receive, 
(accor^^ng  to  the  information  which  they  themselvqa 
have  stated  to  the  Author,)  One  Shitting  and  Finite 
Pence  from  estch  man  in  every  Ship  discharged,  in 
name  of  Commission.  Assuming  this  &ct  to  be 
true,  it  will  appear  from  rtie  following  calculation, 
that  these  poor  people  are  very  hardly  dealt  with:— 

I.  Supposing  3>676  Cargoes  to  require  on  an 
average  lo  men  each,  paying  is.  4d. 
Commission  to  the  Coal  Undertakers  who 
employ  thenii  or  13s.  4d.  each  Ship;  the 
aggregate  sum  thus  paid  in  a  year  by  the  £.  s.  d. 
body  of  the  Coal-heavers,  is     ...     •        2,450  13    4 

a.  Supposing  31676  Cargoes  discharged  by 
10  men  each,  who  shall  have  12s.  in 
liquor,  coQsisting  of  Gin  and  Porter,  &c. 
sent  them  whether  required  or  not,  being 
equal  to  61.  each  Cargo;  the  aggregate 
uken  out  of  the  labour  for  subsistence 
while  at  work,  is 22,056    p    o 

Total    .     .    £.  24 1506  13    4 

Being  more  than  £.Z0  a  year,  on  an  average,  froow 
each  Coal-heaver. 

L  And, 
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And.  uippoung  ihe  iwentr^lnir  Publicam  to 
gain  2$  per  Ctni,  an  their  Liquors.  &c.         £,     i.   A 
their  profit  will  amount  to 6,126  13    4 

To  which,  add  the  Commiuion  bcrore  men- 
tiii^l 2.450  13    4 

Total  esiinuted  profit  .    .  /■  8,577    6    8 


It  would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  inquiry,  under 
wlut  authority  a  Commission  ol'  139.  4d.  each  Ship, 
on  an  avera^,  is  wrestctl  from  ttiese  poOT ignorant 
people  :  and  how  f;ir  Publicans  ut)f;ht  to  prcacnbe 
rules  hy  which  men  shall  be  cuinpelled  to  besot 
tliem^elvcis  with  an  immoderate  and  unnccesary 
portion  of  strong  Liquor^  while  their  wives  and 
rhildrcn  at  home  arc  ot'icn  in  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  lite. 
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according  to  the  plan  settled  by  the  Receiver^ 
who  had  Carts  ready  at  a  convenient  landing-place^ 
where  the  whole  have  been  carried  away»  while  the 
empty  Craft  was  not  heard  of  for  some  days,  until 
picked  up  drifting  with  the  tide  in  the  River. 

It  has  not  been  customary  for  those  who  require 
Fires  in  Winter,  while  navigating  Craft  in  the  River^ 
to  purchase  Coals  for  the  purpose  of  fiiel.  When  in 
^-ant,  they  have  generally  supplied  themselves  out  of 
the  first  convenient  Barge  that  happened  to  be  ao> 
cessible. 

In  this  course  of  Systematic  Depredation,  the  loss 
has  been  sustained  by  the  purchasers,  wherever  Coals 
are  bought  by  what  is  called  the  Room.  In  all  other 
cases  the  injury  falls  on  the  Coal  Merchants,  who 
have  suffered  severe  and  heavy  losses  annually, 
which  nothing  but  an  energetic  Police  pervading  the 
whole  River  can  prevent ;  and  it  is  presumed,  that 
the  same  expence  which  they  incur  by  the  employ* 
nient  of  very  inefficient  Watchmen,  amounts  at  pre- 
sent to  more  than  their  proportion  of  a  competent 
Police  Fund. 

On  a  suppositional  that  out  of  each  of  the  Cargoes 
of  the  47,788  Coal  Barges  exposed  to  Depredation, 
in  the  course  of  a  year,  only  six  bushels  on  an  aver- 
age are  purloined,  the  aggregate  would  amount  to 
7,965  Chaldrons,  which,  when  added  to  the  Plunder 
and  unlawful  allowances  in  the  Coal  Ships,  seema  to 
warrant  an  opinion,  that  the  annual  defalcation  can* 
Bot  amount  to  less  than  Twenty  Thousand  Poundt  a 

L  3  year. 
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vtjr.  Ill  the  opinion  however  of  101116  intdligeiit 
persons  in  the  Trade,  the  •ggrcgaic  Pillige  unoanfa 
to  tloubic  this  estimate. 

XVni.  Depri:dations  n:«  the  CaAooSs  op  Puce- 
Ve^>kls  in  Titu  Port  of  LoNDrw. 

In  ndiliiiun  to  these  dctailctlcstimatesofRobbGriri 
andPilLgc,  coniinitlcil  on  specific  btaiicheiof  Ohd- 
mcrce,  is  tn  tic  adtlcil  ilic  cxccssire  Plunder  which 
hu5  I>ccii  tmiiiil  to  prevail  in  almost  all  Cases  where 
Pri7:c  VcsscU  are  broiii^ht  into  Fort.  No  estimate  i9 
inude  of  the  cxiciit  of  this  Plunder,  from  the  ciicuni* 
:>lani.-c  of  no  vi's.>cls  u^ipcaring  upon  the  Rereoue  Re- 
turns of  ihi-iurtiiuliir  year,  which  has  been  Bcloctedas 
the  grouiid  V.  iirk  ot'tliii  inquiry.  Il  is,  however^  certain 
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ver,  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  Plunder  the  Cargo, 
of  the  first  mentioned  Vessclt  which  was  effected  to. 
a  great  extent,  although  several  English  East-India- 
men,  and  the  Revenue  Gallics  were  along  side. 

From  the  other  Ship^  specific  mention  is  madeof^ 
6ix  whole  Bales  of  Cinamon^  four  Bales  of  Callico, 
and  two  large  Bales  of  Handkerchiefs^  which  are 
stated  to  have  been  plundered  in  the  night  bj'  metfns 
of  false  Keys.  The  same  information  states,  that* 
the  Lumpers  gave  douceurs  to  the  Officers  for 
pcrmi^ion  to  plunder  the  Pepper  on  board,  which 
was  carried  off  in  larg^  quantities ;  insomuch  that 
two  Tons  of  this  Article,  were  seen  at  one  timC;  in 
a  house  at  Blackwall,  which  had  been  landed  by 
the  Lumpers  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days.  It 
was  afterwards  conveyed  safe  to  Town,io  a  Buicher'tj 
Market-Cart.  The  Officers  arc  stated  to  havQ 
shared  lOOl.  each. 

In  cases  where  adventitious  weblib  is  thus  obtained^ 
it  is  astonishing  with  what  facility  the  moral  princi- 
ple becomes  relaxed,  and  with  what  ease  the  human 
fnind  is  suddenly  reconciled  to  acts  of  spoliation  and 
waste.  While  those  in  immediate  trust  exiiibit  evil 
examples,  and  expose  themselves  to  observation  and 
discovery,  a  continuation  of  cIk:  same  System  of  Pil« 
lage  is  dibfrered  in  others  as  the  price  of  conceal- 
ment. 

Instances  have  occurred  where  one-fifth  part  or 
more  of  a  Prize.Cargo,  has  been  embezzled,  wasted, 
and    rifled  by  men  acting  under  these  impulses  % 

while 
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while  others  aviiiling  ilicmsflves  of  the  security  crea- 
ted liy  havinj:  their  employers  in  their  power,  have 
gone  lengths  which  exceed  all  crcdibiiity. 

XIX.    DErKEDATIONS    ON    TIIK     PfT.LIC    StORRS   IX 

TiiK  KivEit  Thames  and  Medway. 

Nnn  have  the  Stores  belonfring  to  His  Majesty 
csciipwi  I'criiliition,  Kiiibe/zU'iiiciit  and  Plunder,  in 
many  itiiitaiircs,  under  similur  impulses  arising  from 
impressions  "  ihut  the  Chimlcit-.ne  p'.nesshn  of  Fuhlic 
Properly  hijuns  nobody." 

Avarice  pwds  the  mind  fretjucntlv  to  acts  in  a 
moral  point  of  view  tlic  most  atrocious,  while  habit 
and    example  sanction     Fruid  and   l>ishone»ly  in 
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evil ;  for  the  various  Detections  of  the  newly  esta* 
blished  Marine  Police  on  the  River  Thanws,  joined 
to  the  numerous  Criminal  Trials  in  the  difierent 
Courts  of  Justice^  prove  incontestibly  that  the  mischief 
extends  very  far ;  and  so  completely  are  the  Chief  Of- 
ficers, who  so  worthily  preside  over  theseDepartments, 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  applying  an  antidote, 
that  their  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  framing 
of  such  apposite  Legislative  Regulations  as  shall 
operate  as  a  remedy. (j) 

It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  actual  extent  in 
pointof  valueof  the  Peculations,  EmbezzlementSyand 
Pillage  of  Naval,  Victualing,  Ordnance,  and  other 
Stores,  which  arc  deposited  in  the  Arsenals,  or  move 
in  transit  on  the  River  Thames  and  Mcdway.  But 
certain  it  is,  from  the  laborious  investigations  which 
^-arious  detections  have  invited  on  the  part  of  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police,  that  the  influence  of 
the  relaxed  morals  and  the  systematic  thieving  which 
pervade  the  Mass  of  the  Labourers  of  every  des- 
cription upon  the  River  Thames,  extend  to  the 
Public  Property,  perhaps  in  a  greater  degree,  for  the 
reasons  which  have  been  already  assigned,  than  CO 
the  Merchandise  and  Naval  Stores  of  Individuali* 


(/)  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  deqply  impresied  with  ihe 
necessity  of  improved  Lawst  and  a  System  of  Police,  calcnlated.io 
prevent  the  Depredations  committed  on  His  Majesty's  Stores,  hrrt 
applied,  through  their  Solicited,  to  the  Author  of  this  Wofk  for  hit 
assistance,  in  suggesting  acana  for  conecliny  the  crib  wbicfa  have 
been  found  to  exist* 

sorted 
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The  discovery  of  the  deirices  vhkb  birve  beeB>e^ 
Borted  to  by  the  penoos  who  niv^te  the  VictMrfin^ 
Hoys,  in  abstracting  Spirits  and  FiDvisbm  ia  their 
passage  to  His  Majesty's  Shipsand  the  Roaaisn  Mm 
of  War  in  the  River,  and  the  facilities  afianded  ihem, 
by  the  numerous  Receivers  who  are  also  diacovered 
to  reside  in  the  Towns  and  Villages  adjoinii^  the 
River  Thames  and  Medway,  sufficiently  indioMe  the 
cxi»tcncc  of  a  regular  System  long  catablishfe^  and 
apparently  fully  matured. 

And  when  the  extent  of  the  resource  Ar  this 
species  of  I'cciilation  and  Plunder  ia  cauaAtntif^ 
the  number  of  Delintjuents  eager  to  derise  nuw 
of  obtaining  Public  Property, — the  deficiency  of  ite 
existing  I^aws,  and  of  the  intuins  of  putting  tboni 


Having  thus  endeavoured  to  develope  the  extent 
of  the  Depredations,  to  which  each  speci6c  branch 
of  Commerce  has  "been  exposed,  in  its  transit  from 
the  Repositories  of  the  Merchants  to  Ships  and  Va» 
sets  in  the  River  Thftmes^^nd  vice  versM :  Having 
also  explained  the  various  nitsm  which  are  employed 
in  the  e:mbe22lemeDt  and  spoliation  of  Commercial 
Property,  in  outward  and  homeward-bound  Ships, 
Vessels,  and  Craft,  in  the  River  Thames  : — ^Having 
likewise  unfolded  the  various  devices,  which  contri* 
bute  in  so  eminent  a  d^ree,  to  the  injury  of  the 
Public  Revenue,  and  the  diminution  of  the  National 
Fhiperty  by  the  Peculation  and  Pillage  of  his  Ma* 
Jesty's  Stores  :  It  remains  now  to  bring  under  the 
eye  of  the  Reader,  a  collected  View  of  the  whole 
estimated  Depredations  on  Commercial  Property,  in 
the  order  in  which  each  branch  has  been  consi- 
dered ;  to  which  is  added,  a  Statement  of  the  num^* 
ber  of  Packages^  and  the  aggregate  value  in  the 
following 


RECAPITULATION: 


nuTifs  ev 


RECAPITULATION! 

ExluUting  in  one  View  the  Fcirign  and  Contiif  Tnde  cf  lk«  Mr 

ThuBO ; — The  Tonnage  :-.~NofBbu  of  Padu^rs ;— ValMofOB 
irapoRcd  and  nponed  i — And  ihc  cttinatcd  PliUMkr  on  « 
Bniwh  of  1'radc  :  anounting  in  ihe  H-hole,  w  the  CBDnBOoa  Mm 
/>'if  IUnJr.J mJ ,ix  TiiMMmtPtt^i: 
Cakulatedon'thc  Imporls  and  Ekporo,  d' the  Year  ffndln£ 
Janury  j,  171J8. 
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By  contemplating  this  general  State;  of  the  im- 
mense Commerce  of  the  River  Thames^  in  the  par« 
ticular  light  in  which  it  is  placed,  the  mind  is 
assisted  in  forming  a  conception  (which  might 
otherwise  be  extremely  difficult)  of  the  existence  and 
extent  of  the  Depredations  which  have  beea  comr 
mitted. 

It  certainly  exhibits  a  very  unpleasant  picture  of 
the  state  of  morals  among  the  Labouring  Classe^ 
whose  assistance  is  indispensably  necessary  in  mov- 
ing this  immense  Machine. 

But  while  their  profligacy  is  sincerely  deploredi  it 
is  an  act  of  justice  to  state^  that  the  major  part  con- 
fine themselves  entirely  to  this  species  of  Pillage  ; 
and  that  many  of  this  class  of  men,  who,  from  early 
habits  and  the  force  of  evil  example,  have  become 
deeply  implicated  in  offences  of  this  nature,  would 
shudder  at  the  idea  of  committing  a  Burglary,  or 
robbing  on  the  Highway. 

Hence  a  hope  is  entertained,  which  has  indeed 
already  been  proved,  and  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel 
of  this  Work,  not  to  be  fallacious,  that  practicable 
means  exist,  whereby  this  excessive  evil  may  be  kept 
down  if  not  nearly  eradicated. 

The  leading  cause  of  the  evil  is  to  be  traced,  to 
the  total  deficiency  of  any  measures  of  Preventive 
Police,  calculated^  gradually  to  check  the  progressive 
increase  of  Crimes :  the  constant  and  never*fiuling 
attendant  on  the  accumulation  of  Wealth.  In  the 
course  of  the  advance  of  the  latter,  which  haa  beea 
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already  shewn  to  ha\-e  been  rapid  beyond  all  exam- 
ple, nothing  material  has  been  attcmptL-d  towards 
the  8upfirct«ion  of  the:  former ;  and  hence  it  has  fol- 
lowed, thjt  Omirnircial  Rirka  and  Criminal  Ofmees 
\\d\t  grown  lip  together.  Prcvi'iitivc  Police  may  be 
considrred  as  a  jYtw  Science,  vtt  in  its  infancy,  and 
only  beginning  to  be  undiT>tood.  Its  nniure  aod  the 
eflccts  which  it  has  produced,  with  respect  to  one 
great  branch  ofdnitnercc,  will  be  explained  io  the 
following  Chaptcn. 
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CHA?.    IV. 

7%^  causes  which  produced  the  ItisfituiiM  $f  the  Md^ 
rifie  Police.  -—  The  proceedings  Vfhkh  preced^  its 
estaUishment. — A  general  view  of  the  State  of 
Delifiqueticy y  atid  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  Of'- 
ftfiJerSy  in  a  course  of  Criminal  Turpitude^  prevhuM 
to  its  adoption ;— 1 .  Mates  of  the  numerous  Ships 
trading  to  the  River — 2.  Petty  Officers^  and  Crewf 
employed  in  the  Trade — 3.  Inferior  Officers  of  the 
Revenue  of  Customs  and  Excise,  and  Custom^h&use 
iratermefi^—^k.  Lumpers  employed  to  load  and  dk^ 
charge  Ships  in  the  Thames — 5.  Coal-heavers  em^ 
ployed  in  the  River-^,  Journeymen  Capers  em^ 
ployed  in  Jischargivg  Ships  in  the  River — J.  IVater- 
men  plying  between  Loruhn  Bridge  and  Creenwici 
—8.  jfourneymen  Lightermen  employed  in  the  River 
—9.  Mud 'larks  and  Rut  Catchers — 10.  ffater^^ 
men  in  Ships  ami  Ughtcrs,  and  on  the  Quays^^ 
1 1 .  Labourers  on  the  Quays,  denominated  Sct^e^ 
hunters — 12.  Labourers  in  the  Commercial  ffare^ 
houses — 13.  River  Pirates — 14.  Night  Plunderers — 
J  5.  Light -Horsemen — 16.  Receivers  of  Public  and 
Commercial  Property^  in  tivdve  Classes. — Recapitu-- 
lation  of  the  12  Classes  of  Receivers  estimated  at 
550. — Rec^ipitulalion  of  the  mimbers  of  the  diffkraU 
Classes  of  Delinquents  ivho  contribute  to  the  Deprer 
dations    on    Comnurcuil   Property  f-^Bs^phsH^oe^ 

Observations 
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Ohservatims  afpUeahh  to  tie  tuhjfet.—7%e  iwxp 
System  of  Marine  Police  exf>laituJ.~'The  judiaal 
Departmmt. — The  Marine  Poliee  freventivt  De- 
partment.— The  Department  for  en^lvfing  Lumfen. 
•~-The  general  Dtpartmenl  f-f  uiccoimts. — Seeapi- 
Ittlaliw  '/  ike  u-i'Ji;  'j:ith  a  general  View  of  the 
jSmrnal  Exfence. — The  mtmhrr  anj  funetiotu  nf  the 
fermanent  and  occasional  Oncers. — General  ohwva- 
tions  resf£eli>:g  the  .nh\iiif.!gcs  of  the  Jcsipi. 


Oucii  were  the  evils  wiili  wliicli  the  Commerce  of 
the  Fort  of  London  was  alllictcd,  anil  such  were  tbc 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  Depredations  commit- 


After  trying  every  expedient^  and  incarriog  an 
enormous  expense  in  Rewards  and  PixMecotions^ 
without  appearing  to  diminish  the  evil,  the  expedient 
was  at  length  suggested  by  the  Author  of  this  Worfc, 
of  forming  a  System  of  Police^  appUcahk  to  tht  peculiar 
eircunistances  of  the  Trade  of  the  Ri  veb  Th  ambs. 

On  the  30th  of  January  1798,  the  G)mmitteeof 
West-India  Merchants,  after  fiilly  considering  tho 
plan  submitted  to  its  consideration,  for  this  purpose 
entered  into  a  resolution  to  carry  the  same  Into 
effect,  with  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty*s  Execu- 
tive Government. 

On  the  27  th  of  February  following,  a  Gemral 
Meeting  of  the  fVefl^hidia  Merchants  confirmed  the 
resolution  of  their  Committee^  and  which  soon  after 
received  the  approbation  of  a  yo/V//  meeting  of  hoik 
the  Planters  and  Consigtiees. 

On  the  27  th  of  March,  His  Majesty^s  principal 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  had  been  previously  explained,  gave  his  full 
approbation  of  the  measure,  on  behalf  of  Govern- 
ment;  and  this  sanction  was  afterwards  explicitly 
confirmed  on  the  l6th  of  May,  by  a  Letter  from 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Penrhyn,  Chairman  of  the  West-India  Plant- 
ers. (/)  In  consequence  of  the  sanction  and  appro- 
bation 

(/)  My  Lokd,  HTfiteha//,  May  16,  1791* 

I  have  this  moment  ieceive4  the  answer  of  the  ChanceUar  of 

the  Exchequer  to  the  proposal  I  made  to  him,  relative  to  that  part 

of 
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fcation  of  Gowrmnmt  tboi  obnihej,  tbe  Wiat- 
Ifrfia  Merchants,  at  a  Meeting  heU  oo  th*  aA  af 
June  folttwing:,  mnlved  to  cany  the  plan  afiibe 
Marine  I^lrce  Institution  into  imowdiite  dfeal^  ai 
tfte  same  time  soticttiog  the  aiaiunc*  of  il»  Aailnr, 
in  superintending  the  execution  of  the  doaiga,  This 
request  was  Ibllowcd  by  another  from  hia  MyHy*i 
Arncipal     Secrcury  of  State,  («)  eam6imkig    tba 


«r  tke  opence  of  the  Marine  Fobcc  E«aUi*hsHnl,  -\Uk  rBWw4 
lo  me  ought  robe  boriie  by  Govcrnmem;  ind  I  km  the  baoqnr 
to  acquaint  ycur  l.ucdthip,  that  he  intirclj  agivn  with  nc'fa 
opinion  t  an<l  your  l^iAhip  will  thcreftirr  have  the  fpoiamm  m 
iafbriB  ikc  Gcntlrnciv  fou  arc  lo  iKCl  thii  mtniag,  tk/^  ^ 
Aitidci  munbeicil  t,  41  i,  gind  iO|  in  the  plwij  vhichwain 
into  my  handi  will  be  defrayed  by  GoTcrnmeitf ;  and  tlyt  I  Ml 
be  reaJy  w  givr  etrry  aiuimice  and  fBctliijr  in  o>jr  power,  id  iIw 


approbation  of  Governtnent,  and  seconding  in  very 
h&ndsome  terms,  the. wishes  which  had  been  expressed 
by  the  West-India  Body. 

On  the  15  th  of  Jiine^  the  Committee  acting  for 
.tlie  Planters  and  Merchants,  in  the  af&irs  of  the 
Marine  Police,  recommended  John  Harriott^  Esq. 
to  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  as  a 
gendeman  well  qualified  to  execute  the  functions  of 
resident  Magistrate ;  and  soon  after  the  King's  plea- 
sure was  signified,  that  his  name  should  be  inserted  IQ 
the  Commissions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Counties  of 
Middlesex,  Surry,  and  Kent,(4r)  and  be  was  appointed 

to 

this  ofitr,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  in  case  of  your 
assenting  to  the  above  proposals,  I  have  secured  you  a  proper  sub- 
stitute, who  will  take  upon  him  your  duty  at  Queen's  Square,  at  the 
time  at  which  you  must  be  necessarily  absent  from  it,  and  that  I 
have  taken  care  that  a  proper  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  remu« 
neration  of  the  Gentleman  during  that  period. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 
Ttf  Patrick  Coiquhonny  Esq,  Sir, 

Public-Office^  ^een^fquare^  Your  most  obedient, 

Wittmimttr.  Humble  Servant, 

PORTLAND. 

(x)  Mr.  Harriott  had  for  several  yrars,  aacd  as  a  Magistrate 
for  the  County  of  Essex,  where  his  talents,  integrity,  and  public 
spirit  had  justly  procured  him  one  of  the  most  handsome  public  tes« 
cimonies  of  intrinsic  worth,  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  individual 
to  receive.  His  indefatigable  attention  to  the  public  interest,  since 
be  has  presided  at  the  Marine  Police  Office— His  zeal  for  the  public 
good — Hia  prudencte,  discretion,  and  humanity,  in  the  execution  of 
file  Laws,  and  the  important  trust  committed  to  his  charge,  joined 
to  the  extensive  local  and  naatical  knowledge  which  he  posseiiei^ 
and  which  he  employs,  with  the  assistance  of  an  acute  and  dis- 
cnminating  mind,  in  qurrying  systematically  inio  efiect  the  plan  of 

M  ^dice 
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to  second  thr  exfrlims  of  the  i 
gistrutc,  in  rnrrymg  into  eflvct  this  importuit  de- 
fign  ;  which  w»s  preceded-  by  the  publicalioii  of  a 
Report  of  the  West-India  Merchants  (jr)  ciphna- 
tory  of  the  System, -which  ultimatdy  comiDenctd 
on  the  2d  of  July  1 7gB,  at  a  commodiow  Offica^ 
conveniently  situated  close  to  thit  part  of  the  River 
which  fbrinft  the  centre  of  the  discharging  Urtlis,  or 
placc<(,  where  the  Ships  deliver  ibeir  Cirgoe^  at— 
No.  'J  50,  Wapping  New  Stairs. 

Prcpantory  however,  to  the  adoption  of  "p-i^^^ 
arran^mauR  for  carrying  into  eftcct  thii 
iiTidertakin;^,  it  became  a  nitzaiiure  of  nee 
dence,  to  accjuirc  as  accurate  a  knowledge;  n 
latiirc  of  the  case  Ti'otild  admit,  of  the  acttial  i 
of  the  dclitiQueiicy,  which  was  to  be  coDifaaled  in  a 
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tcrs,  the  numbers  which  compose  this  horde  of  of- 
fenders^ fall  now  to.4}e  considered  in  a  collected 
point  of  view,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
mind,  by  an  apposite  elucidation,  for  the  arrange- 
ments of  Police  which  wera  found  necessary  to  be 
adopted. 

In  forming  estimates  however,  of  this  nature,  it 
would  be  vain  and  presumptuous  to  aim  at  accuracy, 
where,  in  the  nature  of  things,  so  much  must 
depend  upon  conjecture:— ^It  is  only  necessary  to 
state,  that  in  the  following  subdivisions,  which  form 
the  scale  of  aquatic  delinquency,  infinite  pains  have 
been  bestowed  in  procuring  information  and  data  to 
assist  the  calculations,  so  as  to  bring  them  as  near 
the  truth,  as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the 
case  would  admit. 

£sTiMATE  of  ihe  number  of  DelinquejitSj  who  hax€ 

hem  discovered   to   belong  to  the  general  mass  of 

.  offenders^  in    embezzling  and  stealing   Commercial 

Property^  and  the  Tackle^  Apfarel^  and  Stores,  of 

Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames. 

I.  Mates  of  Ships  and  Vessels  Lading  and 
Discharging  in  the  River,  {z) 
It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  among  this  class  there 
should  have  been  so  many  implicated  in  offences  of 
this  nature,  especially  the  principal  OfRcer  on  board 
in  the  absence  of  the  Ship-master,  in  whom  an 
important  trust  is  reposed :   but  it  is  a  melancholy 

{z)  In  tlii»  descripdoo.  Mates  of  £ast*India  Ships  are  clcepted. 

M  2  fact, 
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I'uct,  tlt:it  the  numbcTS  who  have  thus  been  ncdncrd 
and  bfti-Hved  into  these  practices,  conltl  not  eutly 
nhtiiiii  crrdit,  except  with  those  whose  peculiar  stu- 
ativ)n<t  rilKml  opportunities   of  investigations  of  this 
nature.     Holdinji;  a  certain  rank   in   Society,  with 
emoluments '</)  very  uneqiwl  to  thcwantsofa&nily, 
tiu'v  resort  pienerally  tu  illicit  Trade,  as  a  means  of 
Witciiiij:  their  condition.    The  fecilittes  which  be- 
roim*  nciT>s-.;ny  li>  i-arry  on  these  clandestine  prac>  ■ 
liccs,  gnicraie  connections  and  Iniimaeics  with  th^ 
lowrr  (■!:i"C''  of  tlic  Revenue  OfHcers,  which  toc= 
olicii   tentiini'.ti;   in   conspiracies  to  rob  the  Cargo 
Tlic  tntii-iiiioii  fnjni  one  olfcncc  to  another  is  eas)'    : 
and   small    beginnings  (/')    generally    terminate   t'vi 

greater 
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greater  offences.  Considering  that  there  are  at  least 
1,100  Mates  of  British  Ships  in  the  Foreign  Trade, 
and  about  1,300  in  Foreign  Ships,  (r)  besides  l,aiO 
in  the  different  Coasters,  making  an  aggregate  of 
3,444,  who  trade  to  the  River  Thames,  under  cir- 
cumstances  where  they  have  many  opportunities  to 
form  criminal  connections  with  corrupt  Officers  and 
Receivers  of  Stolen  Property ;  (^/) — Taking  also  into 

the 

Bound  Vessel,  in  conjunction  with  a  Retcnue  Officer,  was  dis- 
coTered  to  have  been  con9emed  in  breaking  open  a  hat-box« 
Two  of  the  identical  hats  which  had  been  stolen,  were  worn  bjr 
these  two  ofienders  when  apprehended,  and  they  both  confes- 
sed that  they  were  a  part  of  the  Cargo.  The  same  Mate  har. 
ing  afterwards  stolen  a  trunk  of  dry  goods  from  the  Ship» 
detection  followed,  and  he  was  committed  to  take  his  trial.  In 
Autumn  1 79^,  a  West-India  Ship  was  plundered  of  a  large  quantity 
of  Coffee  The  vigilance  of  the  Marine  Police  detected  one  of 
ilic  Boats  conveying  it  on  shore.  The  Mate  afterwards  acknow. 
le'dged  that  he  was  connected  with  the  Officers  of  the  Excise  and 
Customs,  by  whose  assistance  and  collusion  this  robber}'  was  com* 
mitted.  The  Mate  and  Steward  became  evidence  for  the  Crown, 
and  two  of  the  Officers  suffered  death.  Various  other  instances  could 
be  adduced,  (and  indeed  have  already  been  adduced  in  other  parts 
of  this  work)  of  the  criminality  of  Mates,  although  it  is  but  too 
evident  to  those  who  turn  their  attention  minutely  to  investigations 
of  this  sort,  that  previous  to  the  preventive  system,  not  one  ofience 
in  a  hundred  came  in  any  shape  to  light. 

(c)  The  Mates  of  Foreign  Ships,  and  others  who  compose  the 
crews,  while  lying  along  side,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  West-India 
Ships  and  outward-bound  Vessels,  lading  Sugar,  Cofiee  and  To- 
bicco,  5cc  are  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  West-India  artkloy 
Tobacco,  &c,  which  is  obtained  by  pillage.  These  Vessels  afibxd 
considerable  facilities  to  plunder,  while  from  their  peculiar  situatioii 
detection  is  difficult* 

1 

{d)  The  devices  practised  formerly  by  Mates  having  criminal  oon« 
n^ctioM  with  Revenue  Officen,  shew  how  perfectly  ^hose  iniquitoua 

practices 
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the  calculation  the  numbers  who  Iiave  been  detected,' 
ami  the  scenes  of  iiii()uity  which  ha\-e  been  developed 
in  the  profrrcFs  of  jiidicial  investigation,  it  may  not 
be  unfair  to  roncliiilc,  that  in  k*  great  a  number. 
Jive  hundred  may  have  been  impliciitai,  more  or  less, 
ill  the  numerous  otf'cncc:^  which  distressed  the  Coat- 
incrcc  of  tlie  Fori  of  London. 


praciiic^  were  «yi>rrTnarized.  It  it  the  duty  of  llie  KxciK  Surrfjrflr 
■a  rail  on  Itosnl  of  Kum  Ship  >  every  iby,  to  take  (he  Jr^  mtht^t^ 
with  the  r.umbcr  of  each  ca»k,  and  then  to  enter  the  uirrey  not 
only  in  hit  nwi-.,  but  in  the  mihordinaic  Officer'^  Ixvk,  to  prevent 
frauds  ;  hut  in  uiiisc(]ucncc  cf  a  previout  iniicert  LetwKn  the  Mile 
»nJ  the  Keveiiue  OfRecr  tutioned  in  the  Ship,  it  i»  uid  to  bars 
not  Seldom  happened  With  a  vie»'  to  prevent  iXie  SuiTcyor  from 
taking  ttock,  uhcn  pillage  van  in  cortimplaiiun,  llut  the  Rnm 
raiki  have  heen  ptnpoKly  cuverod  wlili  Hmcuri,  Saftt,  Wm/t 
and  othiT  Lutnlirr,  to  u  to  render  them  inacceuihle.     Thi<  object 
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IL  The  Petty  Officers  and  Crews  of  Shx^^ 
AND  Vessels,  Lading  and  Discharging  ui 
THE  River  Thames. 

The  evil  example  of  tbe  Mates,  (if  such  were  ne* 
cessary,)  produces  in  not  a  few  of  the  individuals, 
whether  Second  Mates,  Stewards,  Carpenters,  Ma- 
riners, or  Boys,  who  compose  the  crews  of  3,440 
Ships,  which  visit  the  Port  of  London  from  mce  to 
forty-eight  times  in  the  course  of  a  year,  a  desire  to 
share  in  the  general  pillage  which  has  so  universally 
prevailed.  Admitting  the  crews  of  2,400  Ships; 
(which  is  about  the  average  number  employed  in 
ForeignTrade,)  to  amount  to  30,000  inferior  Officers, 
Mariners  and  Boys ;  and  the  Coasting  Trade  which 
employs  1,040  Vessels,  to  require  4,000;  and 
deducting  from  this  aggregate  10,000  British  Bea-t 
men,  who  leave  their  respective  Ships  on  their 
approaching  the  Port,  or  are  impressed  into  his 
Majesty's  service,  the  result  will  be,  that  out  of 
24,000  Seamen  and  Boys,  a  considerable  proportion 
are  on  the  River  Thames  several  times  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  Hence  they  become  open  to  seduction, 
and  to  the  influence  of  the  evil  emunples  to  wbidi 
they  arc  exposed,  not  only  from  the  iniquitous  prac^ 
ticcs  which  they  witness  in  their  own  and  other  Ships 
often  under  their  immediate  view;  butiroin  tbeae  Ma»4 
rinei  s  being  too  generally,  whether  Bntish  ot  Foreigm^ 
ers,  under  the  influence  of  the  lowest  and  most  profli** 
gate  class  of  females,  who  4)fteft  pldAckr  them  *  ef 

their 
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iheir  lair  earnings,  and  then  seduce  them  into  acts 
of  pillage  and  thieving,  for  the  ptirpose  of  ridding 
them  of  the  embarrassments  which  their  indiscretions 
produce. 

British  Seamen  in  general,  nre  s  brave,  bul  a 
thoiightlcs?  and  dissipated  race  of  men.  Their  habits 
of  life  are  hostile  to  (hose  principles  of  morality 
which  would  otherwise  operate  as  3  barrier  against 
that  species  of  dishonesty,  which  has  been  rendered 
familiar  by  evil  example.  They  would  be  shocked  at 
the  idea  of  committing  a  robbery  on  shore,  while 
they  too  easily  reconcile  their  minds  to  oirenccs  on 
Ship-board,  which  arc  equal  criminal  in  a  mora!  point 
of  vttw,  and  on  which  the  Laws  have  inflicted,  in 
riuny  instances,  a  punishment  not  less  severe. 
That  system  therefore  of  Police  Regulations,  which 
shaB  operate  in  restraiiung  this  otAnerous  and  useful 
dan  of  mea  from  acts  of  delinquency,  while  it  at 
tire  -subc  time  protects  them  against  the  gross  and 
nriqnitous  fi^ttds  and  pillage  fo  which  they  arc 
exposed,  mtut  be  acknowledged  a  very  great,  and  at 
theaametinte,  8  most  benefioial  and  ■  faumane  im- 
proremont  in  the  Ptriitical  (Economy  of  the  Nation. 
Until-  fluch  a  systeni  can  be  perfected,  (and  happy 
jt'^t-fo^  Society  that  the  object  is  attainable,)  they 
will  continue  to  be  the  deluded  objects  of  imposi- 
tic^,  and-a  prey  to'  misery  and  distress  at  that  period 
of  life,  wheti  tut  and  comfiirt  is  necessary  and  ded-* 
isUetoman: 

'1o|tcanTisg.ag^  to  tbe  aggre^teof  24,000  iod)« 
irth  viduals. 
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vidtials^  which  is  supposed  to  compose  the  whole- 
number  of  Petty  Officers,  Seamen  and  Boys,  Whb^ 
visit  the  Port  of  London,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  it 
is  painful  to  state,  that,  at  least,  4000  may  have  been 
implicated  in  acts  of  aquatic  delinquency. 

Ilf .  Inferior  Officers  of  the  Revenur  op  thb 
Customs  and  Excise,  employed  and  stationed 
IN  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames;    • 

Nothing  but  an  ardent  desire  to  see  a  remedy, 
applied  to  the  evils  that  exist,  through  the  medium; 
of  a  certain  proportion  of  this  class  of  men,  both  as 
they  respect  His  Majesty's  Revenue,  and  the  general 
corruption  of  Morals  which  prevail,  could  have  incited 
a  devciopemcnt,  over  which  impulses  strongly  opera- 
ting on  the  feeling  mind^  would  have  otherwise 
draw^  a  veil. 

Unwilling  suddenly  to  credit  what  might  appear  ip 
the  common  observer  as  improbable,  and  impressed 
with  sentiments  favourable  to  aclafs  of  Individoalsap-. 
parently  controulcd  by  a  system,  at  the  head  of  which 
are  men  of  the  purest  morals,  acting  zealously  for  the 
public  good  ;  it  was  not  until  much  unsolicited 
evidence,  confirmed  by  specific,  and  in  some  instances 
atrocious  ads  of  criminality,  pressed  itself  upon  the 
attention,  that  an  investigation  was  attempted  of  the; 
practices  of  Revenue  Officers,  employed  in  guardU 
ing  the  public  interest  in  Ships  and  Vcssek,  lading; 
and  discharging  in  the  River  Thames.  ..  ^ 

But 
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But  rcflcLting,  that  the  major  part  is  i 
of  a  class  of  men,  whose  originaJ  education 
habits  did  not,  iu  many  in:>tanccs,  aAbrd  the  r 
ot*  acquiring  correct  notions  of  moral  rectitude  :*^ 
tliat  ibcy  arc  in  general  indigent  and  needy,  uitl^ 
calls  ii[>ui.  them  which  reijiiirL'  a  inure  ample  incooi^ 
than  tlicy  )m}&>c^-<  ;  and  with  wants  which  go  Im^'oikB 
the  hiiUits  of  a  common  labourer,  though  with  re — 
t^ourced  Icsd  (irojuciive : — rctlectinp;  also,   that   th^ 
pcculiiir  iiiitiirc  of  ttic  sy>tcni  removed  them  to  ai~x 
almotit  inaccesstibic  distance  from  the  source  of  gene- 
nil  :iu[)erinteiidence,  which  could  iic^xr  be  ajiproocbctl 
but  ibruu^b  tlie  medium  of  a  groiialion  of  subordi- 
nate OlHccrs,  rendering  the  peculiar  merit  or  de- 
merit of  this  doss  of  men  not  easy  to  be  known, 
and,  tijcrcfore.  hoiding  out   no  hopes  of  bcociit  i 
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them/  and  upon  whose  leport  their  fate  depended^ 
night  be  disposed  to  wink  at,  from  a  dread  of  the 
exposure  of  some  irregularities  in  their  own  con- 
luct,  in  the  acceptance  of  prohibited  Fees. 

Standing  in  this  situation^  where  the  power  of  Pu* 
nisbment  extended  no  farther  than  dismission ; — 
IVbere  no  means  of  detecting  -  Offences  existed,  and 
nrbere,  even  in  cases  of  Detection,  no  Proseciilor  was 
»lled  upon  to  promote  the  ends  of  Justice ;-— where 
no  Police  attached  as  an  appendage  to  the  System, 
For  the  pusposQ  of  over-awing  persons  in  the  progress 
jf  committing  Offences,  they  naturally  increased* 
The  causes  therefore,  are  thus  easily  explained, 
kvhich  have  produced  the  enormous  abuses,  whereby 
the  interest  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  rights  of  Indi- 
viduals, have  been  in  so  extensive  a  degree  invaded. 

It  would  appear  from  information,  which  has  been 
derived  from  various  sources,  agreeing  in  all  the  leadi- 
ng features,  that  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  Revenue 
may  be  divided  into  the  following  classes  :— 

I.  Those  who  have  bcen«  for  a  considerable  length  of  tlaie, 
hackneyed  in  all  the  abuses  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
River,  who  carry  on  their  Depredations.to  a  great  extent, 
in  connection  with  Criminal  Receivers,  and  who  also  cpn- 
tribute,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  scduaion  of  Mates^  and 
the  petty  Officers,  who  arc  strangers,  by  bringing  them  over 
to  their  nefarious  designs. — ^These  are  generally  denomi* 
natcd  Game  Officers. — Many  of  this  description  are  app»- 
cently  correct  in  their  attendance  upon  duty,  and  never  sub- 
ject themselves  to  the  imputation  of  being  negligent  Officers. 
They  are  moreover  in  ger.eial  ucute  and  fmetraiingi  capable 
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ofritwsrr  vAiitr 

*cnnc  Ji;-I    th.    h:.'.v 

..  i.ul  ...locxicuiion.  whik.at  tlicsunc 

noiiK-tit,  iti-y  fa'  :■ 

i':.i:  a.iJicK  lo  make  iticir  (Luptiior  OfB- 
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continued  usually  till  five  in  the  morning,  making  repeated 
trips  on  shore  during  this  period*  and  changing  the  Signals 
e\'ery  time  to  prevent  Detection.  An  insunce,  however^ 
has  been  stated  to  the  Author,  where  this  species  of  extreme 
caution  did  not  avail.  A  Prevention  Boat  belonging  to  the 
Revenue  rowed  up  to  the  bow  of  a  Gofm  Ship^  when  one  of 
the  Officers  asking,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice.  Are  y^u  rtadyf 
l^he  answer  was  in  the  affirmative ;  and  instantly  three  bags 
of  Sugar  were  lowered  down  of  nearly  two  cwt>  each.  On  go- 
ing on  board,  two  more  bags  were  found ;  but  the  noatter  is 
aaid  to  have  been  hushed  up. 

It  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel,  that  the  Police  Surveyors 
upon  the  River,  have  completely  defeated  these  abominable 
Conspiracies.  They  are  not  confined  to  hours,  but.  are  out 
the  whole  night  in  different  directions,  watching  in  particu- 
lar the  Ships  that  arc  suspected. 

IL  Officers  who  merely  connive  at  Pillage  and  Plunder,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  certain  gratuity,  and  who  do  not  paitake  them- 
selves ill  the  general  spoil. 

III.  Extra  Officers^  who  are  only  paid  y,  per  day  for  about 
six  months  in  the  year,  while  they  arc  employed. — Their 
fair  emolument  producing  only  about  27/.  a  year  on  an 
average,  they  are,  with  some  exceptions,  always  disposed  to 
sacrifice  their  integrity  and  the  public  interest,  to  what  may 
appear  to  be  fcv  their  own  advantage;  and  by  considering  thfe 
^ort  duration  of  the  period  of  their  power,  seldom  lose  an 
opportunity  in  making  the  most  of  it,  by  resisting  any  pro- 
position, whereby  this  object  caii  be  promoted. 

IV.  Glut  Officers^  who  are  only  sought  for  when  great  Fleets 
arrive,  and  the  Port  is  exceedingly  crowded.  In  this  situsH 
tion  such,  in  general,  are  accepted  of  as  can  write  decently  ; 
they  are  of  course  generally  composed  of  illegal  Lottery  In* 
surancc  Clcrks»  occasional  Waiters  at  Taverns,  and  other 
outcasts, who  have  no  settled  employment,  and  who  are 
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T   ""    ■■ 
have  considucd  such  Umpontry  appaiatmeciis  ai  %  Iciod  af 

lurveti,  which  iticyjrc  to  render  m  pioduciivc  lo  them' 

»tlve*(whjie  the  Power  renuioij  u  circunutanccE  will  ad- 

iiiii,:uul  dcoiir^dic  gixiJ  oTcvcfy  opjiuttimity  of  bcncfiiiiig 

thcoueKcs  at  the  cxpciiec  of  t!K  McrCkintE  and  ihc  fair 

Tradcrs^r} 

V.  Pure  Outers,  part  of  vrhom  belong  to  all  ihc  diftcreni 
classes ;  but  who  are  geoenally  ueuud  by  their  associaics, 
while  it  (90  frequently  happens.  Itom  the  drcuntstances  a1- 
fcady  Slatedi  aivil  the  inrerest  which  criminal  Ui&cers  take 
cate  to  prcsene  with  their  i  immediate  Superiors,  that  no  chan- 
neJ  exists  wherry  they  can  convey  useful  infbioution. 

VI.  Custom-house  Wntermen. — Among  this  Class  arc  Cer- 
lainly  many  impure  Characters,  who  have  been  known  to 
be  in  connection  with  the  GajTic  Oncers  on  board  the 
Ships,  for  whom  they  have  been  generally  considered  as 

-  Mfe  carriers,  because  if  met  by  a  Soperior  Officer  the 

-Gm^  were  convened  unnKdiately  into  a  Seiztire,  and 

'  i^iconveyed  to  the  Custom-house :  but  if  they  escaped  no- 

4ica»':Hlte^b«oty  was  C(Hxv«^ed  to  the  CopemaH,  <n  Re> 

.::.Ctti(«r, 

(*}  IftefdkMMgaeaMmtof  tfcese  OSeen  is  givrti  Mthe  fery 
ymtii  of  a  ^>erMn  cztrcDKly  wcll-in fumed  «n  the  tdbject. — 
-*^  2^  Gbtnakc  intoKst  with  the  s^riar  Cfficen  of  the  Customs, 
SO  lie  cn^doyed  when  la^  Fkeu  arrive  fmta  the  W«st-Indics. 
^"Thdrpay  is  y,  a  day  while  on  duty.  They  have  seldom  a  farthing 
Bi^  world  when  they  go  on  shipboard,  having  spent  all  in  making 
interett  to  pioffire  What  is  Called  a  good  Shif,xrA  sometimes  h^eW 
****•  '■■■■•  ■"  that  is,  a  sinaiten  where,  ftom  the  sbsenoe  of  the 
Ctf  i^:aoi  tht  wcdhy  eftbe  Mater  a  consfwaby  is  imsaeA  to 
jfl^iiiw  ^  Aip.  Thar  ^sten  [to  mc  tbcit  own  languago)  is  it 
Mic  Sty  wbiU  ibt  Sam  ihimei ;  an4  they  have  been  luiown  to  make 
VWnAS'.  to xo/.  byaiiiigleShipiocitcunisunced." 

!!"  '■  '"'       '  An 


An  instance  is  stated  to  the  Author,  oki  ih  ^Kjfhority  which 
admits  of  no  doubt,  that  in  a  System  of  Pillage  canitd  ofk  fay 
the  Mate»  mod  Ganu  Revtnm  Officers ^  on  board  of  a  Ship  Out- 
waid-bound  for  Hamburgh*  some  ef  the  Gang  who  were 
engaged  night  and  day  in  this  business^  consisted  of  Searchers* 
Watermen,  whose  particular  situation,  as  Officers,  tended  ia 
somt  degree  to  shield  them  from  su^icion,  though  in  diis 
respect  they  havis  not  always  been  successful,  as  Convictioos 
have  taken  place  where  Revenue  Watennen  have  been  de- 
tected with  Goods  without  the  broad  Arrow,  to  denote  that  « 
they  were  seized,  and  rowing  in  a  different  directlqf^  ^rom  dio 
Custom-house* 

) 

The  number  of  inferior  OfEcers  employed  by  t^ 
Customs  may  be  arranged  as  follows ; 

T 

t  .  .1  .  .  - 

J  '.  '-MX 

!•  200  Established  Tide  Officers^  having  a  Salary  one  half 

of  them  40/.  and  the  other  35/.  a  year,  and 
xs.  2^  day  while  on  Duty.  A  .considerable 
.  .proportion,  however,  i«  appointed  to  su- 
perior duty,  as  Acting  Suriveyors,  ii>  the 
Sunyner  when  the  Fleets  arriye,  and  have 
.  9  certain  in&uence  ia  appoifitiog  Extra  and 

Glut  Ofiicerf  to  Ships.    .Their  avenjge 
fair  eoiolument  g^  .a  year. 

IL  290  Preferable  Officers  whcf  receive  3^.  6d>,M  daywitli* 

out  any  Salary.     They  may  be  employiedl 

<W6-thirdsbf  ^  yekf,"aild  fti/i-ettS^c  at 

■  thei^ateof  4ifc/.Wyeaf.         '  •  ..-T  • 


fC 


400 


.1  i 


'.     * 


400  Ofr 
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i}oo  OflicAi  brought  over. 

in.  300  Exira  Offcers  (ur  tlierubonu,]  wba  RCtivc  yi.* 
day  while  employed,  or  Aont  %jl.  ■  ycv; 
liaving  only  duty  to  perfonn  for  aboiR  Wf 
the  year. 

IV.  130  Ckt  OJirers.—ThcK  receive  alio  jr.  a  dt^  whHc 
eTnp1o>'ed,  which  feldoni  exeeedi  two 
months,  and  therefore  their  fair  1 
cannot  Avenge  above  1  e/.  a  yar  CKh. 


850 

Be«dcs  these  850  inrerior  Officers,  ortfaenalKHit^ 
(for  as  their  numbers  vary  they  can  never  be  enctljr 
aaoertaincd)  there  aie  92  Custom-houie  Watonen 
who  are  attached  to  the  Superior  Officenj  who  ior> 
vey  the  different  Ships  in  the  River,  yit. 
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The  aggregate,  therefore,  of  inferior  Officers  of 
the  Customs  who  do  duty  on  the  River,  may  be 
estimated  at  932;  and  perhaps  there  are  about 
one-third  of  that  number  in'  the  Service  of  the 
Excise,  making  in  all  about  1200  inferior  Ol^cers^ 
whose  Salaries,  or  allowance,  run  from  lOl.  to  55l.  a 
year. 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  is  thus  placed,  humanity  pleads  in  behalf 
of  this  miserable  Class  of  men.  Few  of  them,  ex- 
cept the  Watermen,  have  opportunities  of  making 
Seizures,  and  these  too  have  experienced  a  prodigi- 
ous reduction  in  their  emoluments,  since  the  vigi« 
lance  of  the  Marine  Police  has,  in  so  great  a  degree, 
banished  Delinquency  and  Smuggling  from  the 
River. 

A  Custom-house  Waterman,  who  appeared  to  be 
a  man  of  veracity,  while  he  candidly  acknowledged 
to  the  Author  the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  Marine 
Police,  stated  at  the  same  time  his  loss  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  Seizures,  to  be  equal  to  from  35l.  to 
40l.  a  year. 

Where  no  fees  are  authorized,  none  ivill  he  given 

but  for  connivaTice  at  clattdcstine  transactions.     The 

inferior  Officers  arc  in  this  precise  situation  :  their 

emoluments  arc  inadequate  to  the  support  of  their 

families,  and  hence  they  have  too  easily  yielded  to 

temptations ;  stimulated  by  ivant,  and  reconciled  to  . 

bad  actions  by  the  force  of  example,  and  the  sanction 

which  forbearance  and  a  deficient  System  of  oeco- 

N  nomy 
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nomv  an'l  Police  had  given  to  oQencei  of  gmt 
Uiqji:uclc. 

W'vTv  ihcrc  iioi  iilmndancc  of  proofs  in  the  de- 
ttrclion  and  i-oiuii'tiuii  nf  m  many  of  this  claa  of 
men,  i!k-  o<-i';i«iiiiuil  iliMni><iioii  of  such  nomben 
shews  lli;it  t'.irir  [nirity  :ii)il  ititegrity  is  not  of  that 
cjst  whiili  tail  W"^ci  LOiiiiilcncc. 

Tiikliii;  thcrL-t'orr.  all  circumstances  together,  it 
may  not  lie  i<h)  niiu  li  lo  slate,  that  out  of  1300  in- 
r't-rior  Kcvcniic  Oiikcrs  who  have  been  employed  on 
the  lii\cr(Uity,  Srvtn  J /anjreti  may  hive  beenjUKire 
or  I<-<>,  iin<(iuTs  by  the  excessive  Plunder,  which 
tfceiii'i  tti  h:i\c  )>i-o!)  iiioru  or  less  general  in  eiciy 
line  at'  Cuuimcri-e. 

It  ap[icar»  truin  varioiifi  acrui^tc  channels  of  in- 
furniation,  tliat  tlic  c\iis  whit:h  have  arisen  frotri  ilte 


RIVER   POLICK.  179 

time  the  character  of  the  fair  Trader,  and  generating 
disputes  between  Shippers  and  their  correspondents, 
of  a  nature  the  mod  disagreeable.  Important  as  it 
certainly  is,  to  guard  by  every  possible  means  the 
security  of  the  Revenue,  with  respect  to  Debenture 
Goods,  the  System  does  not  seem  to  admit  of  the 
same  minute  accuracy  as  prevails  with  respect  tp 
goods  irhported  ;  and  hence  enormous  frauds  have 
been  discovered.  When  a  Ship  proceeds  outward- 
bound  down  the  River,  if  the  Plunder  cannot  con- 
veniently be  removed  till' she  reaches  Gravescnd, 
every  facility  is  found  there  with  respect  to  the  con- 
cealment; and  where  a  sale  cannot  dc  effected  at 
the  price  which  is  expected,  the  goods  purloined  are 
returned  to  London  in  the  Gravescnd  Boats,  without 
any  suspicion  whatever  being  excited. 


IV.  Lumpers  employed  to  load  and  discharge 
Ships  in  the  River  Thames. 

The  illegal  proceedings  of  this  description  of 
Labourers  have  already  been  developed  in  the  Second 
Chapter.  (Div.  IV.  p.  62.)  They  may  be  divided  into 
three  Classes  : 

I  St.  Regular  Lumpers  wlio  are  employed  all  the  )car 
round  in  labouring  in  the  Rigging  and  outfit  of 
Ships;  and  also  as  holders^  or  persons  who  unstow 
the  Cargo  during  the  discharge,  set  up  the  DerLk, 
Arc.  and  who  src  gcneially  complete  Seamen     -      -       400 

N  2  2-1.  Inferior 
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Bnw^fbfwaid     ^on 

ad.  Inferior  Lumpen  who  are  not  ilmiyt  Soiaen  bj 
profcjsiui).  but  wlio  are  in  the  habit  of  wurking 
Ml  buani  oi  vc&hJi  in  the  chancttr  of  Dtthrrtt  or 
[ursons  who  hoist  up  the  Caigo  iqion  deck,  ud  from 
(hence  i:uo  the  Lighten,  and  acek  their  living  cUefly 
among  ihv  Shipping    -.----.-_        (qo 

3d.  Occasioiial   Lumpen  wrtw  resort  to  the   River    . 
when  gmt  i  Iccts  arrive,  for  tempoiaiy  cmpl^ 
n;cnt     --------.----        400. 

Total  ..."  1400, 

WIicu  the  general  profligacy  of  mannoifi^  which'  , 
\\a&  l)ci>i]  fuuiKl  to  jicnadc  this  great  bodjr  of  Jm.~  '• 
buurcr^,  is  considered,  by  a  reference  to  the'd^fdtl''^ 
filre:i(ly  given  of  ihc  mischievous  habits  they  hive  A 
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To  discbarge  these  vessels,  making  allowance  for 
sickness,  and  occasional  absence,  it  has  been  already 
stated^  that  at  l^st.  .800  men  must  follow  this  labo* 
rious  employment,  'qf  whom  600.  may  be  classed 
among  ihose  who  havciiscai  following  pilfering  prac- 
tices, exclusive  of  those  wjboidisc^arge  the  Lighters. 
A  geheral  opinion  pr^MHs,*  that  the  Coal-heavers 
are  extremely  numerous,  from,  the  immense  labour 

^  which  they  perfopn  in  the  coufse  of  a  year.  It  if 
however/ by  no  nieans.  the  case ;    and  even  a  con- 

',  6idc|[able  ^portion  of  those  who  are  employed,  arc 
Soldiers  in  the  JGuacds.         < 

:j  •■-"■' 

'  VL  Journeymen  Coopers  employed  ix  the  dis- 
charge OF  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames. 

Supposing  200  Ships  of  all  description^;,  under 
discharge  at  one  time  in  the  Port  of  London,  and 
each,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the  Cargo,  to 
require  two  Journeymen  Coopers,  it  would  follow 
that  400  of  this  Class  are  employed,  with  certain 
interruptions,  in  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames.  Enough  has  been  stated  (in  Chapter  11. 
Div.  V.  p.  6o,)  to  shew  the  disposition  they  have  ma- 
nifested, not  only  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  them- 
selves, but  to  be  instrumental  in  affording  facilities 
to  others.  Many  circumstances  warrant  a  conclu- 
sion, that  at  least  300  of  this  Clas»  may  be  con- 
sidered as  Delinquents. 

Whci\ 
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When  the  Journevmen  Coopers  wtte  KOt'o* 
board  of  the  West-India  Ships  in  1798i  wbidnfere^ 
under  the  control  'of  the  Manq«K  I^if^  ^^K'P  DO 
Plunder  could  be  obtained,  SnfKcfdtktaf  ^m.fw^nk 
Constables  placed  on  bokntv'^c  gfentftjahmomr 
ensued,  and  they  ihsist^l  on  an  advance. o^Wiges.^ 

.-  ,-<^    '    ■■■'■  <..• 

\  II.  WaTERMEK  PLniTG  riETWUsLoinia  BjllJlIBB 

ASD  Gbelswicm,  who  j^e  /  *"    ' 

VARO    AND    homewaud-'boi'h 
KivEU  Thames. 

It  h:\>  been  generally  supposed,  lKtit,a1 
Watermen   are   cither  attached   to   partkoli 
Ijding  or  disrharging  in  the  River  ThamtlK 
occasionally  employed  in  conveying  pnnBUOlM 
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VIIL  Journeymen  Lighteamen  employed  in 
CONVEYING  Goods  and  Merchandise  to 
AND  from  Ships  lading  and  discharging 
IN  THE  River.  Thames. 

This  Class  has  been  already  pmtty  fully  treated 
on  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  IX,  p.  70,)  They  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Watermen.  Their  hostility  to  the  seen- 
lity  of  Commercial  Property  has  been  already  ex- 
plained;— their  numbers  are  to  be  ascertained  by 
having  recourse  to  the  Lighters,  which  they  navi- 
gate in  various  branches  of  Trade.  It  has  been 
shewn  that  the  following  Craft  are  employed  in 
the  Trade  of  the  River,  exclusive  of  Coal  Barges, 
namely — 


402  Lighters 
388  Punts 


790 


Employed  in  lading  and  discharging 
Ships  and  Vessels  outward- 
bound  and  homeward- bound, 
including  the  West-India 
Trade. 


400  Barges  in  the  Deal  and  Timber  Trade. 


1 1 90     •     .     Total; 

which  may  be  supposed,  making  allowance  for 
absence  and  sickness,  to  give  permanent  and  occa- 
sional employment  to  about  One  Thousand  Five 
Hundred  Journeymen  Lightermen  and  their  Ap- 
prentices. Their  Employers,  the  Master  Lighter- 
men, arc  generally  persons  of  much  respectability, 
who  sensibly  feel  the  injuries  and  inconveniences  to 
the  Public  and  to  themselves^  which  result  from  the 

loose 
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loose  conduct  and  profligacy  of  not  m  few  of  that 
Journeymen  ;  five  Hun<]red  of  vhom  arc  rappond 
lo  cuniposc  a  [lart  of  the  Criminal  Confederacy  upon 
llie  Kivor,  and  to  require  the  watchful  eye  of  the 
rolicc.  Before  tilts  new  System  existed,  it  was  not 
iiiiusualtor  (liisClsiiS  to  remain  in  their Ugfatersalcmg- 
sidc  of  West-India  Ships  so  long  as  Pilfering  went 
on:  whcrcvcriiothingis  to  be  procured,  fipm  the  cir- 
ciimntancc  uf  the  protection  of  the  Police  being 
extended  to  iiarticutar  Ships,  they  are  now  ia  the 
habit  of  Icivin^  their  Craft  to  be  laden  by  the 
Lum|}cr<:,  and  seldom  return  till  called  upon  to  coOt 
vey  them  to  the  Quays. 

IX.   MrD-LARKS. 


BIVER    POLICE.  IBS' 

To  these  may  be  added  another  Class  of  men, 
who  follow  the  profession  of  Catching  Rats  on  board 
of  Ships ;  whose  conduct  also  requires  a  narrow 
inspection  ;  and  as  to  whom  see  Chap.  II.  Div.  VIIL 
p.  69. 

X.  Watchmen  in  Ships  and  Lighters,  and 
UPON  THE  Quays  and  Wharfs  in  the  Port 
OF  London. 

Among  this  Class  there  is  a  mixture  of  honest 
and  criminal  Characters ;  and  also  not  a  few  wbo^ 
without  being  impure  themselves,  from  carelessness 
and  timidity,  or  from  considering  themselves  as  un- 
der the  direction  and  control  of  Mates,  and  per- 
sons having  the  immediate  charge  of  Craft,  suffer 
Depredations  to  be  committed^  and  even  assist  in 
removing  the  spoil  when  required  so  to  do,  by  those 
whom  they  look  up  to  as  their  Superiors.  Nothing 
can  be  upon  a  worse  footing  than  the  System  of 
watching  Commercial  Property  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don, In  most  instances  it  resolves  itself  into  a  mere 
mockery  of  Security,  while  the  expence  incurred  by 
the  Trade  at  large  is  enormous.  The  System  is 
radically  wrong,  and  from  this  source  have  originated 
many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  detailed  and  ex- 
plained in  this  Work.  It  frequently  happens  from  an 
ill-judged  parsimony,  that  only  a  single  Watchman  \i 
employed  to  guard  a  valuable  Cargo  in  the  5"/'.^,  and 
in  the  L'ighiers  ;  and  this  feeble  and  ineffectual  guard 
is  trusted,  without  any  relief,  sometimes,  for  three  or 

four 
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four  n'cck>  to^Tthcr;  niid  thus  the  Ship  it  allowed 
to  he  wiihiiitt  protection,  while  this  incffectal 
fruanl  \^  i-Uiiiibci'in^,  for  want  of  rest,  in  the 
Lighters.  'I'kt-  men  anmutl  inlertsi  of  the  Rrapeity 
XoiX.  bv  this  inisuikcn  trconoiny,  would  be  moretbaa 
liiiHicii-ni  lu  sii|)port  a  regular  and  systematic  Guard, 
controlcd  and  iii'^tructcd  by  the  Police,  under  wMk 
puanlian^liip,  vlj.'ilancc  would  be  ensured,  and  col- 
lusive and  fraudulent  practices  prevented. 

On  a  sii]i|Kn>ition  that  the  Watchmen  employed  in 
the  Ships  »nd  in  the  muncrotis  Lighters  and  CnTt 
on  tl-.o  Kivcr,  tadcn  with  valuable  Property,  toge- 
ther with  iliooc  thut  arc  employed  as  Guards  upon  the 
Quays  and  Wharf-,  on  both  sides  of  the  River,  from 
Wcsmiiiistcr  Bridge  to  Dcptford,  miy  amount    to 
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Brought  ovcr^  ....     50,253 

To  which  add 
2,196  Coal  Crafty  having  Cargoes  in  a  year»  esti- 
mated at     •        47f788 

Total  number  of  Cargoes,  requiring  to  be  watched, 
exclusive  of  the  Coasting  and  River  Trade,  and 
Ihe  Property  exposed  on  the  Q^iays,  &c.     •     •  98,041 

♦4*  Total  estimated  value  of  the  whole  Property, 
more  or  less  exposed  in  the  course  of  a  year  in 
Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  upon  the  Q^iays, 
Wharfs,  and  Landing  Places  (/)    .     .    .    ;^«6o,597,989 

Sterling. 

XI-  Labourers  ox  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  &c.  ^ 
IN  THE  Port  op    London,    generally  deno- 
minated Scuffle-Hunters. 

The  general  pursuits,  and  the  universal  Profligacy 
of  this  Class  of  Labourers,  who  may  be  considered 
as  the  Scum  of  Society,  have  already  been  explain- 
ed (in  Chap.  IL  Div.  X.  p.  75.) — ^Their  number 
'  varies  according  to  the  opportunities  which  am  pre- 
sented, for  affording  the  most  productive  \v\\  vest  in 
the  scramble  for  Plunder.  This,  houc\  r,  ■•^.  use 
their  own  languaije,  is  generally  found  at  \\\  IVater 
SUej  to  which  they  resort,  in  crowd'?,  '  i  ilic  throng 
Seasons,  and  obtain  occasional  empic  .nent  through 
a  want  of  a  better  Class  of  Labourers. — Perhaps  ihey 
:/iay  amtAuit  to  about  50O  /;/  ulh 

{/)  Sec  Table,  page  2:. 
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XII.    LABO'JREn;   IX  THE  DIFFBSEXT  WAlKBOVUt 

IN  WHICH  Commercial  FaopsuTT  »  Dxponnv 

IN  THE  PoilT  OP  LOXDOX. (ScC  Chip.  II.  p.  76.) 

Ait  it  1135  been  shewn  that  the  value  of  A* 
foreign  Mcr.-handhe  ahttf,  imported  into  the  lUver 
Thames,  amounrs  to  £.'2.5,\b'i,A'll  Sterlbig  in  the 
course  oi's  vo.ir;  and  a.*'  it  appears  probable,  thitt  this  . 
immense  PropL-ny  cannot  be  contained  in  Icai  tliui 
Otu  Miii'tan  fjf  Cishs  and  olher  Packages;  theWare- 
houic:^  necessary  to  contain  these  Goods  must  not 
only  bi.'  very  cMcnsive,  but  the  Labourers  who  are 
required  tu  iK'iHisit,  and  afterwards  to  remove  such  a 
ma^s  uf  valiuiblc  Gcods,  cither  for  Exportation  or 
home  consiiinpiion,  niubt  be  pretty  numerous  in  all 
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Having  thus  taken  a  general  View  of  the  difier- 
ent  Classes^  who,  in  the  course  of  their  various 
employments  in  Ships^  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  on 
the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  and  in  the  VtTarehouses  in 
the  Port  of  London,  arc,  more  or  less,  the  objects 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Police,  from  the  dis- 
coveries which  have  been  made  of  the  turpitude  of 
their  conduct ;  it  now  remains  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  those  more  atrocious  Offen- 
ders, who  seek  not  for  the  cover  of  employment  in 
committing  their  Depredations  on  Commercial  Pro- 
perty : — at  the  head  of  this  Class  stand — 

XIII.  River  Pirates* 

The  detail  of  the  evil  practices  of  this  abandoned 
race  of  men,  which  is  given  in  the  Second  Chapter, 
(Division  11.  p.  50.)  supersedes  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther observation  as  to  the  nature  or  extent  of  their 
Iniquities.  Whatever  a  return  of  Peace  may  pro- 
^  ducc,  their  numbers  have  certainly  diminished,  as 
has  been  already  noticed,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War  ;  and,  probably,  could  not  be  estimated 
at  more  than  One  Ilundred\  vJien  the  Marine  Police 
IV  as  es/ a  bits  lie  J. 

XIV.  Night  Plunderers. 

Tiiii  Class  comprising  not  a  few  of  the  Water- 
men, Coopers  and  Lumpers,  who  have  been  already 
enumerated,  it  may  probably  be  nearest  the  truth 

to 


to  estimate  ihcin  at  not  more  than  Two  ihrn^'mi, 

previous  to  (I)c  csLiblishmcnt  of  the  Miiine  Police. 
Their  illegnl  prat-liccs  arc  clucidnird  uwl  expUned 
it)  Chapter  [I.  (Division  III.  p.  32,  &c) 

XV.  Light  Horsbmbv. 

Thesr  have  been  explained  in  the  Second  Cbafw 
tcr,  (Dlvisiun  III.  p.  fiS.)  to  be  men  acting  in  conceit 
with  the  lUith-iti,  Muict  iinj  Hfvetau  Ofiten,  on 
board  Ships  iti  the  Nij^ht,  and  in  contequence  of 
prcviuii-:  pr<'|la^atiull^,  removing  Commercial  artidea 
(panit:iilarly  Wcbl-linlia  Commodities,]  to  a  great 
amount.  Tlir  mischief  tlie}- did  was  of  coune  ex- 
tensive ;  but  their  inuiiiaciitiiis  having  been  the 
result  of  a  prccnuccricd  plan,  and  rrg 
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Commercial  Property,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  examples  which  are  here  exhibited 
of  the  power  of  avarice  over  the  human  mind,  in 
drawing,  in  several  instances,  men  of  Property  from 
the  line  of  rectitude,  which  their  situation  in  Society 
renders  it  their  interest  to  pursue ; — in  plunging 
them  into  an  abyss  of  Turpitude  and  Crimes,  and 
subjecting  them  to  those  penal  hazards,  from  which 
a  purer  conduct  might  exempt  them,  with  perhaps 
an  equal  chance  of  accumulating  wealth  through 
the  medium  of  honest  industry.  Yet  such  is  the 
passion  for  becoming  suddenly  rich,  and  for  acquir- 
ing the  means  of  indulging  in  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, that  it  is  to  be  lamented  among  the  various 
Criminal  Devices  to  which  men  resort  to  gratify 
avaricious  desires  ;  the  purchase  of  Stolen  I^ropcrty 
is  one,  which  not  only  spreads  broad  and  wide  in  this 
great  Metropolis,  but  also  attaches  to  Individuals, 
who,  modcmting  their  vicv^s,  might  pass  through 
life  with  credit  and  rcpntation,  without  resorting  to 
such  Criminal  Subterfuges, 

The  discoveries  which  have  been  made,  not  only 
of  the  systematic  Trade  of  receiving  and  purchasing, 
at  very  reduced  prices,  Commercial  Articles  of  great 
value  ;  but  also  of  planning  and  assisting  in  the  exe- 
cution of  designs,  which  have  Robbery  and  Flundtr 
for  their  object,  convey  to  the  mind  a  very  melan- 
choly picture  of  human  nature.  But  when  to  this 
are  added  deliberate  attempts  to  seduce  men,  hav- 
ing the  trust  of  a  valuable  property,  from  the  paths 

of 
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of  lior.esiy,  by  peritiuding  them  to  frdnmit  4. 
Atid  by  holding  out,  not  only  those  6dlitiM.whicb 
ii);iv  asi-i-^t  ilivin  in  eluding  detection  ;  but  abo  (he 
v.i^;-si>t'  inij'ilty  in  a  large,  though  an  inadcqnus 
prrLiii!.iry  reu.<r.-i,  when  0[>ix»c(l  10  thcbootjr  whiehf 
i.'.  t  l;.i!;:Ci.l,  i:  is  ini|X>»sib1e  to  coiitcmpUtc  ■  ipecies 
Oi'iiir(ji:i!iic  tliu?  .iLrgravatcd  and  increased,  witbout 
fccliiig  :t  stropg  anxiety  to  bce  remedies  ipjdied  to  an 
evil  ot'ilic  gK-atC'i  magnitude. 

Tills  M:iM-f.icvuiis  horde  of  delinquents,  who  thus 
pnipu^'uic  and  iu)iiri>h  criminal  oftcnccs,  may  be 
divided  iii:o  twcln*  liitlcrcnt  classes. 

I.  I:,:,i\t's  ■;' il:et!:te  (/[■uUntcldst;  towbomtbe 
fijrcgi-iiii:  irr),-iTV;i:ioiis  iwriicularly  apply.  Thescsvail- 
ji!g  tin.iii?clvcs  of  the  pctiMiiary  rcsourws  thcy  pos- 
sess, give  e^ii)tcncc  and  vigour  to  depredation,  upon 
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conragsd.  They  have  accumulated  wealdi  1)y  pur* 
chasing  Tea^  0>free,  Hemp^  Ashes^  l>eals^  Tioiber, 
and  many  great  articles  of  Commerce,  at  Vety  re* 
dooed  prices,  which  their  credit  in  the  Commerci4 
Worid  has  enabled  them  to  dispose  of^  without 
suspicion,  at  the  full  value. 

H.  'Receivers  of  an  inferior  Class,  who  are  in  con- 
nection wifh  small  Grocers,  and  venders  of  Smuggled 
Croods,  through  whose  medium  the  Lumpers  have 
i)een  accustomed  to  dispose  of  the  Plunder  they  ob- 
tained, and  which  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  falst 
Bills  of  Parcels  to  Che  Houses  and  l%ops  of  fhc 
iVirchasers,  whose  dealings  amounted  to  a  large  sum 
in  the  course  of  a  year. 

III.  Receivers^  in  cowiection  with  Revenue  C^F- 
cersy  who  are  denominated  Copemen,  and  who  con- 
tribute, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  Pillage 
^bich  has  taken  place  in  outward  and  homeward- 
l)ound  Ships,  by  the  assistance  they  afllbrd  in  finding 
means  to  convey  the  articles  on  shore,  and  afterwards 
in  disposing  of  them. 

IV.  Receivers  ivho  keep  Shops  for  the  Purcha^ 
and  sale  of  Old  Iron  and  Old  Stores,  Hand  Stuff; 
Junk  and  Rags,  who  deal  with  the  Stealers  of 
Cordage,  Metals,  and  other  articles,  which  they 
arc  ever  ready  to  purchase,  at  an  under  price,  with- 
out asking  questions,  and  not  seldom  to  cover  the 
unlawful  possession  of  King's  Cordage,  by  certifi- 
cates of  similar  Stores,  purchased  at  the  Sale  of  un- 
^rviceable  articles  at  the  Docl^-yards. . 

"'^  V,  Receivers 


liJ-1  TREATISR   ON 

\'.  /J>.-«T.-t( -://9  kerp  sw..:!!  <it  ^^rt'  Shops,  jhi^ 
Ch.i'iJl-rs'  S'rfs  forConi.  and  i.tla  r  ii:i:clf3. — ^'I'hcSG 
finn.j'-.,^r  I.ahiiiirtT-',  ai:(i..>i!iii.-.  mI.o  v  .k  on  Ship— 
Imi;ii.I  .ti^ri  iti  Wari'Iiiiti-L-",  Ut  \ ..  loin  Sugar 
Hii:.!.  ('■■liiT,  I'inifiitn,  (Jiiiircr,  DuuU  Chccscae 
("■•r:i,  ;ir''I  v.iri<'!i<  r>;!;t-i- .".nii'Ic- \v|.:.li  are  ilislaiitl^ 
j':. .!..!-.  i,  iir.'i'T  <irnmi-;.m<i-N  »liirli  driiutc  9, 
kTMv\i<-<ii:i'  ot"  t!ip  ::r:ic!»--  ln-ni;:  Stolen, 


men  on  board  the  Ships  and  Vends. in  t^Riter  - 
Thames. — These^  after  plundering  the  thougbtless 
men  of  their  wages,  by  the  most  infamous  means^  en«  * 
dburagc  them  to  pilfer  •  and  steal  whatever  can  be 
obtained ;  in  the  sale  of  which  they  are  genially 
cheated  of  three-fourths  of  the  value.  This  ill-got 
wealth  is  speedily  dissipated  in  riot  and  debauchery^ 
and  the  Depredations  renewed,  subject  to  a  re- 
petition of  the  same  frauds  and  impositions. 

IX.  Covetous  Receivers,  whose  attention  is  direct- 
ed to  good  Bargains,  and  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  Smuggled  Goods  and  cheap  articles  with- 
out asking  questions. 

X.  Careless  Receivers^  who  without  meditating 
any  evil  design,  purchase,  indiscriminately,  \i'hat- 
ever  they  can  obtain  cheap,  under  the  idea  that  it  is' 
the  private  adventure  of  Sea-faring  men,  or  their 
connections.  For  this  species  of  traffic,  there  are 
multitudes  of  open  doors  in  every  Street  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  River  on  both  sides,  from  London 
Bridge  to  Blackwall  and  Greenwich. 

XI.  Receivers  of  his  Majesty  s  Naval  and  FictuaU 
ing  Stores y  residing  at  the  Towns  and  Villages  from 
Depiford  to  Leigh  and  Sheemess,  on  both  sides  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  on  the  River  MctUvay,  and  from 
thence  to  Chatham.  These  afibrd  infinite  facilities 
to  persons  who  navigate  Hoys,  and  other  Vessels  in 
the  service  of  Government,  in  the  purchase  of  what- 
ever can  be  abstracted  from  their  Cargoes,  Stores  or 
Materials ;    and  who  are  also  in  mhe  habit  of  pm-- 

o  2  chasing 
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chasing  from  thb  Mates  and  Oem  af  TWliogy^ 
5«li  whatever  they  bring  for  Sale  without  Mkiay, 
questions.  Thejr  arc  diicorered  ts  be  a  vojr  dhi- 
chieraus  clou  of  mCn,  ofid  require  to  be  nanoiriy 
watched. 

XII.  Je-j;  Receroertt  and  otben  who  keep  i*i|f2p- 
horse  Carts,  and  collect  old  Iitm,  Copper  fialt%  IkSik, 
and  dift'ercnt  Metals-  alao  iavk,  Gord^^  aajfihiii' 
Storcs,&c.  attheDock-^rnrtlaorDcptfoid,  Wnahtirli, 
Sheerncss,  and  ChatbaoA,  by  holding  out  caoada||e- 
meiit  tu  those  \iho  have  optxH-tunitles  to  ^iUer  add 
Bteal^byilie  purchase  of  suehartieica  atanundfarprioe. 
Tlioc  $ing1c-horsc  Carts  have  greatly  inercaled  ef 
laic  years,  and  the  faciTitics  they  afford  hi  the  hkl- 
inediuic  conveyance  of  King's  Stores  Id  placet  af 
conceahncnt,  together  with  the  Tunia  they  bold  aat 
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With  the  assistance  therefore,  of  such  informa- 
tion, as  experience  and  investigation  have  furnished, 
the  following  general  view  of  the  probable  numbers 
of  those  noxious  Members  of  Society,  in  their  dif- 
ferent Classes,  is  offered  to  the  cansideiyttiop  of  (he 
Reader : — 

Kst  Opuknt  Receivers  >vho  trade  on  a  l^sgf}  Sc^je  .  .^o 

ad.  Inferior  Receivers  who  {leal  with  lAmpcjf^  &c»  ^5 

3d.  Copemen  in  connection  wit|i  Revenue  Q^eis  Ao 

4th.  Dealers  in  Old  Iron,  and  Old  Ships'  S^4ff^«.&c.  ^5 

5th.  Small  Grocers  and  Chandlers 55 

6th.  Publicans ^5 

7th.  Twine  and  Rope  Spinners     ••••••  fo 

8th.  Female  Receivers 50 

9th.  Covetous  Receivers 60 

loth.  Careless  Receivers 150 

nth.  Receivers  on  the  Banks  of  the  Thafnes,  and 

Medway  below  Deptford 40 

1 2th.  Jew  Receivers  and  others  who  travel  with  .Carts  •  90 


« 


Total    .    •    •     •      56^ 

It  now  becomes  necessary,  after  the  foregoing  de- 
lineation of  a  very  melancholy  picture  of  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  this  great  maotiine  of  Turpitude, 
which  has  60  long  been  moved  with  iinpunity^  and  ^ 
which  has. proved^  hostile  to  {t}e  >riglits<)f  ioqo* 
cence,.  and  to  the  beat  inteipits  of  Coipmeroe  and 
Navigation,  to-exMInt  the  whole  in  f  <:oUeat6d  point 
of  view  by  the  followihg 

I     ■  '■    ' 
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RECAPITULATION. 

T«t«l  Nunite. 
1st.  MlKs  of  Shipi  3nd  Vcach      3444 
'    zA.  Inferior  Officers  and  Ctewi    XMxx*        ■■ 
3d.  Revenue  Officers,  ice,    .    .     l>400 

4lh.  Liimpcix t>40o 

5th.  Coal-heavers 800 

6th.  Coopers 400 

7th,  Watermen 900 

8th.  Lightcrtnen  ....  I1500 
gih.  Night  Watchmen  .  .  .  1,000 
loth.  Bcuffle- Hunters  ....  500 
iith.  Laboufus  in  Warehnuset        1,000 
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against  the  property  of  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Community^  before  measures  of  opposition  are  at- 
tempted. 

In  organizing  therefore,  the  System  of  the  Ma- 
rine Police^  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  all  the  various  detachments  and  subdivisions 
which  formed  the  general  army  of  Delinquents,  have 
been  fully  appreciated,  and  the  establishment  was 
by  degrees  adapted,  as  far  as  limited  funds  and  dejici^ 
enl  laws  would  admit,  to  the  object  of  eradicating 
the  mischief  by  an  uUimate  conquest,  on  the  principles 
of  prevention,  rather  than  severity ;  and  with  this 
particular  view,  it  at  length  assumed  the  form  whi^h 
is  now  to  be  explained. 

I.  A  Judicial  Department ,  where  Magistrates  pre- 
side for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of 
ofFences  committed  in  Ships,  Vessels  or  Craft,  in 
the  River  Thames,  6r  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  by  the 
stealing  of  any  part  of  the  Tackle^  Apparel^  Stores^ 
or  Cargoes  \ — of  making  Adjudications  and  Con- 
victions, in  cases  of  Misdemeanors; — ^and  of  com- 
mitting for  trial  for  higher  offences. 

To  this  Department  is  attached  a  superintending 
resident  Magistrate,  two  Judicial  Qerks,  a  thief 
Constable,  and  seven  Petty  Constables.  AnyPplice 
Magistrate,  or  any  other  Justice  of  the  Ciduntjp'of 
Middlesex,  may  assist  the  Magistrates  in  their  jiidjr 
cial  Functions. 


II, 
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n.  A  Makixi;  Polick,  or  Prevauive  Dtpart- 
m:nlf  utulcr  the  ^articubr  direction  of  the  Super- 
iittcndiug  ;in(l  Kc^iilcm  Mjgiatnitc,  to  which  ihd 
ll'ilowing  OnutTo  arc  aiuclicil: — 

t^i.  1  ChiL'f  Cicik  j:'.J  Ca.-hi(.T,  fur  gr&cral  piirpoics. 

:.i.  1  1  f- '■:;(.  Suivtvorjnti  *^in- 1 JnTi  mhnt  nf  Ship  rpniTiMiii 

■jil-  4  Pia;  >i!ivc\fMS  tor  \)^iiiiig  ^litps,  &c. 

4'h.  ;;  Pirjxhiibtir^  Siir\cy(»r<,  K>r  Rivet  dury- 

^tli.  iX  WatciiTUTi  atta^hni  tn  ihrw  SunTyors. 

Olh.  t  Sutvtvit  of  the  Ciiijys. 

7ih.  2  Ajsistart  buncyors. 

Sch.  yi  Qiiay  Giurdi  undci  their  &i|Ktin(cucLui£C. 
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III.  Jl  Deparimeai  for  emflgju^  Lumpiri  j^ 
fkg  furpose  vf  discharging  SMps,  as  a  fwthsr  tmau  rf 
preventing  Plunder. — Also  under  the  particular  con- 
trol of  the  superintending  nnA  resident  Magistrate, 
to  which  the  following  Offioem  ait  Attached: 

1st.      I  Superintendant  of  Liwpos. 
2d.       t  Collecting  Ckrk* 
3d.       I  Assistant  Clerk  in  the  Ofllce  for  Lumpeii. 
4th.    80  Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  instructed. 
5th.  820  Working   Lumpersp   eonlipled    by  the 
Poliopa  and  more  or  Ifss  employed  as 

occatton  requires :  (average  niunber.) 

Total  aboht  900 

The  plan  upon  which  the  liumping  System  is 
conducted,  is  detailed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  West- 
India  Committee  in  the  Appendix  V.  and  the 
Kules  explanatory  of  the  expcnce,  in  Appendix  IV. 

IV.  A  General  Department  for  the  Accounts  and 
other  purposes — ^Under  the  direction  of  the  Magis- 
tratea. 

1st.  A  Casliier,  collecting  Clerk  and  other  Cktla.  already 

mentioned. 
2d.  A  Solicitor  under  the  diiectiot'-of -the  Commercial  body» 

so  fiir  as  relates  to  the  presBQiiMii  -afOiFenders. 
3d.  A  House-beeper  and  OIB8e4Keperk 
4th.  A  Houtt-watchman. 

The  total  number  of  person  composing  the  whola 
Establishment,  who  are  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices 
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vices  from  Funds  issued  by  Go\xmincnt,  and 
fn)m  Contributions  bv  the  Wct-lndia  Planters  and 
Mcrrhants,  m:iy  be  arranged  acroHing  to  the  fol- 
lowing: 

RECAPnULATION. 
!•■.  Thf  JiididjI    Pipinmcnt. 

.':\.|'«:i  intciiiliiig  Mjgistwtc — No  Rem  i  mem  Ion. 

R'M>fc:ii  Mjgisiratc     .     i  Sii!.ii:i,. 

J..i;KulCI.;iks      .      .     2 

C.r,.!j!:.-^    .... 


The  Mjrir-f  rdicc  ncpttniciit. 
Ci.iilCldfcaiul  Cashier   i 
SirvijiHs  on  ihc  Riicr    q 

Ujit-rmcii     .      .      .     iS 


jf  .9S0  o  n 
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Broi^t  over    .  '4,100  o  o 
House,  Taxes,  Law  ChargoSfStatiomiytCoAlsy  ^ 

Candles,  Boat  expences»  premiums  for  Ser-  y   .    000  o  o 
vices,  and  contingent  Charges^  &c.  &c.     •     j 

Total  expence  on  the  present  Scale    .  /*-5>ooo  o  o 

The  number  of  persons  who  are  remunerated  for 
their  labour  and  services  by  Ship-Owners^  have  been 
already  stated^  to  include  the  Ship-G)n8tables  and 
the  Lumpers,  viz. 

1st.  [220  Ship  Constables  paid  as  Watchmen  only, 

when  employed. 
2d.    900  Lumpers  who  receive  the  usual  Wi^es, 

en  called  to  perform  the  bbourof 

■  ■-  the  discharge. 

Total    .     1 1 20 

As  this,  however,  is  no  new  expence,  it  is  unne- 
cessary, and  even  impossible  to  state  the  annual 
amount,  as  it  varies  according  to  the  Calls  which  are 
made  upon  the  Institution  for  this  additional  means 
of  security  ;  to  promote  which,  it  certainly  operates 
very  powerfully  ;  aiid  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  avail  themselves  of  this  sin- 
gular advantage,  in  favour  of  the  Freighters  and  Pro- 
prietors of  Cargoes,  are  so  backward  in  their  applica- 
tions, since  no  eipence  is  thereby-  incurred  which  they 
did  not,  or  ought  not,  to  have  disbursed  for  Watch- 
men and  Lumpers  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  (g) 

(f }  Sec  Appndii^  III.  IV.  V. 

RECAPITULATION 


TREATISE  OJT 


RECAPFTULATION 

Of  iht  vihele  Chil  Force  of  ihe  Marint  Police,  permanent  and 

lUAsiilu'l  at  nsvi  sysUmatized. 

Jiidiciiil  Drparti 


Ptrmanent 
Establhlinicni. 


Occasional 
Establishment, 
foT  Pioicclion 

■ptdLabcur. 


2d.  Marine  Police  Dcpartmcnl  ' .  62 
3d.  Dtparimcnt  for  Lumpers  .  3 
4ih.  General  Depanmcm     ...     4 

Ship  Constables,  sworn  and  in- 

atrucied 220 

Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  ii>- 

struotcd So 

Working  Lumpen  under  Ihe 

control  of  the  Police     .        .     8;o 


Total    .    .    laoo 

Sijcli  is  tb?  Civil  force  f^formanent  and  occasional) 
miich  lias  (leen  opposed  to  the  phalanx  of  Deftn- 
qucnts,  vl}o  have  assumed  so  formidable  an  aspect, 
ps'iippcars  frogri  the  detail  of  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
cecHrojp  which  has  been  brought  onder  the  review 
oTuic  Header  in  this  Chapter. 

"Previous  to  tlie  adoption  of  this  plan,  tbe  River 
Th;itHC5  was  without  a  single  Pdioe  Gaard-hoat, 
apd  OQ^ntidpte  existed  agairist  the  daflgcrs  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  Rh-er  Pirates,  Night  Fhmderers^  or 
general  conflagnitioii  arising  from  the  diabdiarf 
Acsigxxso^  mrrndiarks.  ' 

The  various  cb^^fv  rf'WfttWiiilit'y-imd  reigned  long 
'jL-i  , .'  ^  ,-, .  :■  ji  .  undisturbed 
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undisturbed ;  th^ir  plans  c^  Depredation  had  bten 
completely  systematized,  as  has  been  already  shown  ^ 
and  they  had  become  exceeditigly  bold  and  audm« 
cious. 

In  attempting  therefore,  to  resist  such  a  nuitier* 
ous  and  powerful  confederacy,  it  became  induqpes* 
sably  necessary  to  under^nd  their  varioias  nloflte  ^ 
proceeding,  and  to  adapt  tlie  system  of  pitvcntkm  te 
the  peculiar  drcumstances  t>f  the  case* 

The  object  in  view  was  Id  eradicate  the  iiMohicf 
so  far  as  related  to  West-^ndia  Property^  mom  hf 
measures  of  prudence,  and  precautions  4^  a  preteibft 
tive  tiatnre  tb^n  by  feroe,  yioleticb  and  tfefetity. — 
The  task  was  arduous-^nt  as  re^ohttiefn  nnd  itMbfaft 
tioM  were  to  be  opposed  to  long  habks  of  l«rpitiidi;i 
the  difHculties  \vere  to  be  overcome  by  eMMicM^ 
an  accurate  sy^etn,  avrd  by  folkm  ifig  -it  up  with 
v^onr  and  perseverance. 

The  first  step  thcrefo^c^  was  to  tKseipline  ^uid  tn^* 
struct  the  subordfbarte  Officers  in  all  tbdr  mfiectiM 
dt^tknoits,  mrd  to  impress  npon  thek  UrindB  iht 
nature  and  importance  of  the  duty  aasigved  tfacin. 

With  this  immediate  view,  instructions  were  dr^wn 
up  for  the  House  Cumiables — Slilp  SurV0'orf  a^ 
Peramhulaiory  Surveyors  and  their  fFaiennen,  oiv 
the  Almfry-^for  the  Sii^er'mHndarU  of  Lrnnfer^  ^he 
Ma^er  Lumpers^  and  Shrp  VomifAles  \  tfftd  IJfcdWBfe 
fbt  the  Surveyors  upon  the  Qtiays,  «hd  \ht  Guar^ 
under  their  direction ;  tc^cthcr  with  a  solemn  batli  of 
Office,  applicable  to  the  situation  and  functions  ,c^ 

each 


rai-'i  . .,!"  ^ 
lH->';i::..!  .:■  ■> 


O  •  -  ^7'.  •'.)  Ill  ;i  rlinr^c  which  wa. 
;;  in;,  i:  i,i_'r  M  i.;:i>initr,  the 
;  ■■'..I  »  v.i..  i.\;>!.i!iii'.i,  w.ih  l)»c 


'11 


jHiMtv,  ..:[.  .-.  ■.,  ]  m:  :  :  •  <•  :iiiil  il'j.'uuoi;. — warn- 
in;;  llniil  .il  ;'.■  ■.  .,■..:.  ■(■  V.;;!'.  wl.ii  Ii  Uuii  i  .--ii  lurt 
Wi'ulil  i'  ■  «■■  :  I,  .::i'i  li'i-  iiLiniy  liiiii  tii'^r;«'c 
\\\\A  h  wni'i  u'  .n'.i'iii.ililv  r.  ll.^w  ;5iiv  tU'iaitiirc 
iKmi'!.-  !;..■  i'.  ;.  .■t■^nI^■  s'uy  ha.I  pi'lcimilv  -^iviTa 
to  I'lir-i.-,  i.i  <.;■.•  u:  iklfiii  i).  «hiih  trcin  iLo 
sv>icni  ill  t'I;trr.^  v,:ii,Ii  \v;i-.  (.-t-jliii-lK-ii,  \vj>  riiu'.'.r- 

lli.-.k';.ay  .,:  •!.-■  li.-!.  :i:;.|  ;iil  M.l.^r  ;Mf:iI  Shi|.i 
wliich  have  \x:  a  \>\  i'  ■■il  i.!iii-,T  ihc  I  ..ii"  i»:  ll;c  In>iim- 
tiitii,  Ciininum\i!  Iv  p;i-r::.;  .r  :..i.i:ii;;  upon  the 
Maiil-liia-:,  ;i  i  r::it'.|  i::i|-.c,-  ;-.i   I.:'::l-  i  :;:ir.ii':iT-:=.  en- 
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instructing,  and  bringing  into  a  state  of  discipline 
such  a  number  of  Officers,  was  excessive.  For  a!- 
though  the  appointments  were  chiefly  made  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  West-India  Merchants  and 
Ship-Owners,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  expected  where. 
the  applications  were  so  numerous,  that  all  who  were 
employed  could  be  correct  characters.  This  import- 
ant deficiency  was  therefore  to  be  made  up  by  dis* 
cipline,  instruction,  and  superintendance.  It  was 
necessary,  not  only  to  teach  every  man  his  duty ; 
but  to  establish  those  checks  which  would  secure  the 
performance  of  it.  It  was  a  new  experiment  to 
overawe  delinquents,  by  convincing  them  that  in  the 
system  which  was  established,  there  existed  a  suffi- 
cient portion  both  of  vigilance  to  detect,  and  of 
strength  and  resolution  to  seize  every  person  detected 
in,  or  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  to 
convey  them  instantly  before  the  Magistrate,  whose 
powers  are  well-known  to  every  culprit. 

From  the  constant  perambulation  of  the  Police 
Boats,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  with  power  to  seize 
and  apprehend  dclinquentsconvcying  stolen  Property; 
they  speedily  began  to  see  their  danger.  The  strength 
opposed  to  them  was  systematic  and  regular.  Firm- 
ness and  perseverance  were  the  leading  characteria'r 
tics  of  the  design.  No  relaxation  of  discipline  could 
be  dispensed  with.  The  duty  assigned  each  indivi- 
dual, must  be  carefully  and  punctually  performed. 
Means  existed  of  immediately  discovering  every 
act  of  inattention  or  neglect.    The  fiist  was  noticed 

Vy 
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bj  a  wtvtrc  rrprimand  and  Bdmonition.  1*he  Inter 
by  an  instanlaneousdismisssion.  It  wu  hid  down  U 
a  fixed  principk',  that  immediate  access  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates might  Itc  had  wherever  an  occasion  requbn^ 
hv  the  lowest  OfHccr  on  the  establishment.  When  a 
complaint  was  to  be  heard,  a  grievance  redicsaed,  or 
infonnutio:!  to  he  srivin,  tTic  party,  without  the  meffis- 
tion  ut'ntiT  uiicjiait  lull  U):crty  nt'appl^ing  to  tfaeSib- 
giftruti'S  A  hu  herd  the  wlicilu  circumstance^  mod  such 
orders  were  made  ns  the  n::turc  of  the  case  niqinred. 

Hcnrc  has  this  new  K^tablishmcni  affbrdod  in 
imde  I  liable  in<itaiicc,  to  excin[)lify  the  voodoful 
cfiert  of  VoVicv  Iiisiitution  pritjicrly  systematiccd. 

The  [xiwers  wlii^h  t!ic  Officers  Btrc  known  It 
posscsii;  the  contrul  under  which  they  acted,  and 
their  immediate  connection  witli   MagJBrratta, 
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CHAP.    V. 

Tlu  immediate  effects  of  the  Rher  Police  Institution/ 
in  the  protection  afforded  to  West-India  Property--^ 
Exemplified  by  a  comparison  of  the  Old  and  New 
System^  in  delivering  the  Cargoes  of  Ships  and  Ves^ 
sets  with  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  Colonial  Articles. 
'^—The  unaccountable  conduct  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  Ship  Owners  noticed: — Animadversions  theretm^ 
— The  injuries  which  Property  sustained,  by  the  dis^ 
position  shewn  to  deny  every  countenance  to  the  New 
Police  System  : — The  success  of  the  design  evinced^ 
by  its  surmounting  all  difficulties : — Its  utility  prov- 
ed  by  the  honourable  testimony  of  51  reputable  Ship^ 
Masters  in  the  JVest-Iiuiia  Trade :  By  the  public 
approbation  of  the  IVharfingers :  By  the  Resolution 
of  the  fFest' India  Committee ;  and  the  public  testi- 
mony  of  the  Body  of  Planters :  —  ji  Statement  of 
additional  proofs  of  the  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  Institution,  by  the  general  effect  it  has  pro^ 
duced  in  over-awing  and  restraining  the  commission 
of  acts  of  Delinquency,  by  those  Classes  of  jlquatic 
Labourers  who  were  formerly  the  chief  Agetits  in 
facilitating  the  conveyance  of  Plmider ;  and  by  the 
Criminal  Purchasers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  .•— 
The  utility  of  the  Institution  also  proved,  by  the 
dinmutkn  of  the  Custom-house  Sales:  —  By  the 
Punishment  of  about  200  Offenders,   and  by  the 

P  general 
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general  viphnee  of  the  Syslfmt  fy  nikk  m*  /it 
nurse  of  the  firtt  Season,  the  Saving  l»  tke  ImS- 
'j'uiuiiJs  iii:J  the  RivcMMi  is  tttimatid  at  1SO>QOO/. 


j^s  ill  Military  Warfnrc  an  enemy  is  iotimidsted 
^y  the  power,  strength,  and  superior  potidon  oT  tbe 
oppasing  army,  so  in  the  arrangements  wfakh  we 
tnrmrcl  for  the  conqnc-t  of  Delinquency,  ue  im- 
prcft&ionf  excitcil  in  proportion  to  the  apparem 
rocrgy  of  the  de^gn,  and  the  features  of  vigilance, 
v'liic)]  it  exhibits  wherever  (Ungcc  is  to  be  appR- 
hcfidorl. 

The  various  and  extruded  ranifications  of  a  Sys- 
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tli^  poorer  of  the  Law,  when  exercised  undci*  the  in- 
fluence of  a  well-regulated  Police,  and  appeared 
resigned  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning  their  evil 
pursuits.  The  result  was,  that  the  River  Thames,, 
from  being  crowded  with  Boats  of  all  descriptions, 
during  the  discharge  of  the  West-India  Fleets,  be- 
came unusually  still  and  quiet. 

The  great  engine  of  the  Preventive  System  was 
put  immediately  in  a  state,  of  activity  by  the  de- 
livery of  West-India  Ships,-  (whenever  appliGation9 
were  made,)  through  the  medium  of  sworn  Foremen 
properly  instructed,  and  Registered  Lumpers^  with 
the  addition  of  Ship  G)nstables  for  the  protection 
of  the  Cargo,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the  Lighters.. 
The  effect  of  this  cannot  be  better  explained  than* 
by  exhibiting  the  following  comparative  View,  be- 
tween the  System  that  prevailed  under  the  old 
regimen,  and  that  which  was  adopted  by  the  Riyer 
Police. 


The  Practice  explained  under     The  Practice  explaind  under- 
the  €ld  System^  the  Marine  Pokce  System, 


I.      LUMPEMk 

Notwithstanding  inany  ex- 
cellent regulations  which  have 
been  made  by  the  West-India 
Merchants,  and  various  expedi- 
ents which  have  been  tried  with- 
in the  last  forty  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  Sys. 
Mm  of  working  out  West-Indic' 

Cargoes, 


I*     LuilTBRi* 

'  Although  it  was  no  part  ot 
the  original  Plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  Establbhment  to  under-* 
take  to  6nd  labourers  to  unload 
the  cargoes  of  West-India  Sbi{% ' 
yet  with  a  view  to  a'  radical  * 
care  of  a  very  enormous  evil* 
it  was  afterwards  dcierasHied.to 
p  z  attach 
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OU  Sjtitm.  (Li«^m.)  Nim  ijmm 

Cu|oei)  10  u  to  prcrcBt  the     atisch  to  ibc  In 

tvetmaa    pilhgc  ani   plunder 

which  took  fitce,  thnc  carbon,     pm,  im  only  with  s  vim  ■ 

with  laae  trw  exrrpiiuiis  have      obtain,  hf  iggfta,  ■  dm  rf 

contimwd  to  be  diwhjrgnl  under      neti  thit  were  meat  idec^  wi 

cotMnct,b]r>cUu  of  men  called      to  be  able  n  aidaia  amfUam 

Matter  Lumpeni  coniiuing  of     charutcnfbMaln  Amhwi^ 

publicani  and  pcttniii  of  rery      ing  out  the  ihip%  Amt  |jfcnr> 

doubtful  chatactcn,  who,  with      en  might  be  nm  )^mtiktdf 

Ate  exception  of  Ct  e  oi  lixi  are 

known  to  hare  brirayed  their 

tnut  in  the  moH  kkiinefal  man. 

ncTi  and  to  have  connii  cd  at  the 

mmt  excretive  pluitdcr,  leaving 

lliciT  gangs,  hIio  vtte  grnenlly 

minposed  of  the  mmt  dt*pcrate 

andtwsiMcionscharact.rst  in  many 


bic  of  aetuif  aa  Tm^h^m^ 

■bant  eight  hmdiad  rf-AK^Ito' 

of  0 

onload    Wett-1 

were  put  opon  ikc  I 
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Old  Sjitem*  {Lumbers )  Netv  Sysfem.    • 

Cargo  to  a  vtry  great  extent*     which   they    visited    regidadf 


in  proof  of  which  the  most  in- 
contestable  evidence  has  been  ad- 
duccdy  confirmed  by  a  multitude 
of  witnesses  who  have  been  exa- 
mined  at  dififerent  times  upon 
oatht  ^<1  w^  developed  a  scene 
of  systematic  robbery  and  depre- 
dation to  an  extent  almost  beyood 
ciedibility ;  each  Lumper  carry- 
ing on  shore  two  or  three  times 
a  day*  large  cjiiantities  of  Sugart 
CoBast  Pimento,  Ginger,  and 
every  other  portable  article,  and 
this,  independent  of  excessive 
plunder  which  took  place  in  fc* 
venl  ships  during  the  night,  in 
consequence  of  contracts  made 
by  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Of- 
ficers^ with  certain  Receivers, 
who  sent  a  class  of  men,  called 
Light-horsemen,  who  were  per- 
mittedf  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  to  plunder  the  hold,  and 
who  have  been  known,  by  means 
of  Uack  bags,  called  hiack  straps 
and  made  for  the  purpose,  (hold. 
ing  each  about  loolb.  of  Sugar) 
to  hare  carried  off  to  the  extent 
of  two  or  three  tons  of  Sugar 
eadi  night,  for  a  length  of  time, 
during  the  discharge,  besides 
large  quantities  of  Hum  in  Mad- 
ders, as  well  as  Coffee  and  other . 
articles.    While^  on  such  occa. 

sions, 


while  under  discharge,  twice  in 
the  day,  and  once  during  the 
night.  They  inspected  the" 
work  going  forward  in  the  hold 
and  upon  deck,  and  gave  such 
orders  and  directions  for  the  par- 
pose  of  promoting  occonomy  and 
dispatch,  and  of  preventing  pluo. 
der,  as  their  professional  and 
nautical  knowledge  suggested, 
and  they  reported  their  proceeds 
ings  every  day  to  the  Magis^ 
trates,at  theMarine  Police  Office. 

The  effect  of  this  system  has 
been  wonderful,  and  the  saving 
to  the  Planters,  Merchants, 
Ship-Owners,  and  the  Revenue, 
must  have  been  immense. 

No  plunder  whatsoever  could 
possibly  be  obtained  under  the 
system  of  vigilance  which  took 
place.  The  men  were  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  shore  during  the 
day,  by  which  a  great  inroad 
to  pillage  was  prevented.  The 
Watermen's  Boats  which  weit;' 
accustomed  to  hang  upon  the 
bows  and  quarters  of  West. India 
Ships  under  discharge  on  all  form, 
er  occasions,  for  the  purpose  of.' 
conveying  plunder  under  the  Old 
System,  and  the  grapplers^  and 
draggers  for  old  ropes,  caQed 
MndUrlSi  who  usuaUv  attended 

in 
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I  ^T.f ■:  -I- ;  i  '■  ;'e  nijjht  to  a>iiit  in  come)-- 
■..V,,!  ■.[  ihe  ii,^;  [Iu::.iir,  vctc  no  longtT  lo 
,-.  ji.  ...i:;tl      1>-  n...— I:,  fhori,  an  <?:.ntjl 

..    .- ■;.      i:-.L.I;   h...  Iccii  gn<B  hy  ihe 

ve.-  it  attj<.:ic^,  to 
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predatiohs^  in  numy  instances^  enormooi  {dander  which  took 
imiist  have  gone  to  a  great  ex-  place  throaghdieinediiiittofthii 
tenr.  dass  of  men* 


III.  Watchmbn. 

*  Since  the  vast  extent  of  the 
Pilbge  and  Plunder  in  West-In- 
dia ships  has  been  admitted  to 
exist,  and  that  many  of  the  Mates 
and  Revenue-Officers,*  instead 
of  being  checks  on  this  Plunder, 
have,  in  abundance  of  instances, 
been  proved  to  promote  it.  It 
has  been  customary  for  Ship. 
Owners  to  employ  Watchmen 
(composed,  no  doubt,  of  the  best 
men  they  could  select]  to  guard 
the  cargoes  against  the  enormous 
depredations  to  which  they  were 
subject ;  and  as  they  were  under- 
stood to  be  upon  duty  alternate- 
ly  day  and  night,  they  were  ge- 
nerally allowed  4s.  and  5s.  per 
day :  but  it  appears,  although 
these  men  were  employed,  and 
although  they  were  supposed  to 
watch  day  and  night,  the  plun- 
der  went  on  as  before. 

*  This  is  by  no  means  meant  to 
convey  a  reflection  upon  all  Mates 
Umd  Revenue  Officers,  some  of  whom 
lu^  certainly  conducted  themselves 
with  gnat  integrity  «od  propriety, 
:aad  iuve  proved  themselves  worthy, 
in  all  re|pe<ct$,  of  the  trust,repc»cd  in 
tkem. 

If 


Hi.  WATCnMIH^ 

The  Ship  ConstaUes,  under 
the  Police  System,  are  compcicci 
of  men  who  have  not  only  had 
the  best  recommendations,  l)ttt 
who  were  preferred,  upon  a  full 
investigation  as  to  charact^o 
ability,  and  fitness  fo  execoti 
the  trust  reposed  in  them* 

Each  of  these  Pblice  Watck 
men  are  solenmly  sworn  to  ttt- 
cute  a  certain  duty,  and  to1bi« 
low  s|iecific  and  clear  initruc* 
tions  which  are  given  them. 
They  are  moreover  armed  wlA 
the  authority  of  the  law ;  and 
duly  qualified  to  ieiate  aiul  ap* 
prehend  iXi  ddinqoents,  whiidi 
is  already  proved  to  lart  faidii 
wonderful  efiect  in  prevefitfaiif 
depredations.  They  are  regu- 
larly surveyed  by  siitKrior  rf- 
ficers,  both  by  day  and  nigiL 
who  inspect  into  their  condttdt^ 
and  report  daily  to  the  Mk^ft- 
trates  how  far  they  have  colL 
ducted  themselves  properly^  AiJd 
in  conformity  to  fbeir  iittine« 
tions.  And  a«  they  derive  thek 
authority  from  the  Magifttattt» 

* 

and  aro  accoontaUe  tb  tMsi 
*  '  only 
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If  I  U'uchDu  hafiKMd  to     on^  far  tbcir  coglMti-  4p4ty 


be  an  hoDcu  nun,  who  wobM 
DM  connive  at  any  d^fedation, 
bang  under  the  onttal  of  the 
Mate,  be  wai  lent  to  the  Qtayi 
in  the  Lighuria  thai  oothing 
might  be  communicated  thai  wu 
{Mng  fbrwirJ.  Bui  crrn  while 
on  boaidi  these  watchmen  being 
armed  with  no  authority ;  having 
noperton  la  control  them,  or  to 
inquire  whether  they  were  bith- 
hi\  or  corrupt ;  and  being  equal. 
\y  well  paid,  withoui  any  riique 
of  diamiitioni  whether  they 
acted  pcopcrly  or  impnipcriy  ; 
they  nitunlly  yielded  to  the 
force  of  bad  example  :  (and  more 


they  kamr  tVr  «iU  hHMH,^ 

ho»  brthey  hare  |l  fimi||||i 

duy  aa^gaed  thei^  AtfmK^ 
in  a  pcedicamM  Ht^fmi  fi^ 
aU  other VaRkan.  T^«m 
be  (tmer,  vigilmmtf  m^JU^^ 
in  the  diichaigc  of  the  wmt  thv 
have  iwom  to  fnU^  or  th^  Ml 
only  loie  their  bic^  iMmt 


■M  of  aajr  criHU 
coimirance.  Noc]Mcl(A«m 
be  deviled,  a 
CTied  by  pminiity  i 
even  by  bond  and  nmj.  <■ 
equal  that  which  i 


OU  Sjifem. 

Ae  ship's  inferior  Oficent  who 
must  not  be  offended,  lest  the 
Mate  should  withhold  a  certi- 
ficate  of  j;ood  behaviour,  and 
thereby  occasion  a  difficulty  in 
fcceiving  payment  for  attend- 
ance; and  therefore  it  is  evi. 
dent,  that  only  those  Watch. 
men  who  act  independently  of 
inferior  Officen,  can  secure 
the  Cargoes  of  West-India 
ships  fronr  plunder.  This  is 
prored  in  a  multitude  of  in-r 
atances  by  the  affidavits  of  old 
Watchmenj  who  have  heretofore 
been  employ ed|  and  who  have  as- 
signed the  most  unanswerable  rea- 
sons why  they  were  unable  to 
protect  the  property  under  their 
charge,  or  to  prevent  the  exces- 
sive plunder  which  in  many  in- 
stances took  pbcct 


KTB&  FOUCB. 

{Wauhmn.)'      NtmSjam. 


«> 


or  to  guard  the  Property  in  ntnf 
instances  fiom  the  cxoeBsi¥e  dcs 
predations  which  were  commit- 
ted upon  iti  for  want  of  tiwt 
authority  whidi  they  now  pot. 
sess;  and  the  assistance  received 
from  the  piecautions  taken  by-d» 
Marine  Police^  in  causing  .m 
printed  paper,  entitled,  ^' J 
Camikm  ugumst  P/m^rr,"  to 
be  nailed  to  the  mast,  wanuag  aQ 
persons  of  thrir  danger  m  case  of 
detection*  Thtt  being  now  armed 
with  the  authority  of  the  law, 
and  assisted  by  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  the  Magia* 
trates  and  Surveyors  ;  and  feel- 
ing morever,  that  they  act^under 
the  influence  of  a  solemn  oath 
to  execute  their  duty  with  fide- 
lity,  they  have  found  no  difficoL 
ty  in  preventing  depredations  on 
the  cargo. 


IV.  WATCHMtN    IN    LlOHTBM 
AND  ON  THE  QuAYS. 

Under  the  Old  System,  it  was 
usual  to  send  a  Watchman  to  the 
Quay,  with  the  first  Lighter, 
to  which  he  was  constantly  at- 
tached,  for  such  length  of  time 
as  the  Craft  remained  under  her 
cargo,  (in  some  instances,  per. 
haps,  three  or  four  weeks)  to  do 
'Hi'iat  *was  i$Hf9ssiiU/9r  any  mmt 


IV.  Ma&inb  Policb  Watch. 

MEN   IN   THI  LlGHTB&S^   AMD 

ON  THE  Quays. 

Under  the  New  Police  system 
a  very  different  arrangement 
takes  place.  Each  Lighter  is 
loaded  under  the  immediate  eye 
of  the  Pdice  Officers^  and  the 
number  of  Casks  and  Fickages 
is  inserted  in  a  printed  Way. 
Bill,  which  is  carried  by*  the 

Officer 
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O.V. 

^V^-V-T. 

m-^hmn,.)          SfwSrIm. 

n  ff.r-  ..;n 

.   M.r.h 

,h*  r .. 

Offiwr  «^  stwiKli  the  Ligkier, 

pcrrv  d..v  .-... 

i  .>.j.h 

ULlil   ttw 

nnd  drlivMcd    hy   hira   to  ibe 

Lipliirt  »«  . 

-.;.   AT>.i 

Marirr  Police  Gaardi,  «ho  aw 

b.::    »r.T    :■: 

I-  1^.-- 

■'■  ^  >•■■'•- 

ill  ciHftant  attmJanK  upon  ihe 

«;.f.vh!.  :;!■.. 

-r-t  ;' 

<iiH'.[(-nl    Qi:ii'*.     1'hc    MinK 

Pl..r  '  -:h   i. 

shf  i  :.■ 

■.!.T^  .:r,.i 

I'.il : .  r  ^^^1U  hmm,  after  taking  ■ 

«r^-n  .:■.    u.. 

■  ■.■-.   ..i 

Ihi-    lim'- 

n-iii't    for    the   cjtjjft   of  the 

»lv;:    !h  -■     V 

v' ,:  ■  :>■■ 

-.    t!    !l.->t 

p.r!io     rv  ■■ 

...  -    ril'-'ft 

;,!•  .■);;■.    »'<l   tW  Otuy    Cwrd 

!•;.    j-  -i-  .1  ■  ■ 

.    ■  !  i.'K 

t..!  I  •  i!..  l.r.itl  uRtrr  hi*  rkti-r. 

Wjj;r.  In     ;■: 

A...   . 

i-:.l-  ..I'M 

Th;.t;;>.ir.li,.iHlvinrtE>M. 

d«t\.ii.n;.'. 

,u;-..iii 

!>'i-hn-..vi  undCT  thf  Mariiw  Po. 

»!-.v  li'    .  .■: 

1,  ■  i  :■ 

l:ir.      It    ciii.iin     (*   Thinj. 
"■Mnrn  (tfRitrt   art)   thm    Sw. 

w'l  :  .      ;; 

v.-(ir.,  .n  (hrtk^iipm  thnrfidc- 

uLthr.  ..■.    .   , 

.■  .1.   ..:  I 

hf  .     'f  !-,p-f  (Iiiaitl*  are  station. 
I'i  ■i;'i.i;  all  thi-  (iiffcTcnt   Qaaya 
.1-  ,1  1  J/lit.".  ;im)  their  diftribo. 
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Itge  which  orast  rwtttnllf  becx- 
pcctedi  from  an  expoinre  for  tnch 
a  length  of  time  to  men  of  the 
most  dquared  characters,  both  by 
night  and  by  day>  and  wiio  are 
•ODStantly  hunting  about  for  thii 
species  of  accessible  plander,  as  a 
means  of  subsistence :  and  hence 
arose  the  losses  which  Lighter, 
men  and  Wharfingers  have  been 
occasionally  compelled  to  make 
good  to  oonsigneet,  and  wjuch 
oould  not  fiiil  to  increase,  if  the 
Marine  Pdioe  Institution  had 
not  coUateraly  extended  its  pro- 
tection to  this  class  of  men^  as 
well  as  to  Planters,  MercfaantSj 
and  Ship-Owners. 


rior  benefiti  of  4e  plfli  mm 
adoptcdy  at  the  frUowiag  wdboK^ 
taty  testimony  of  a  "**!'*'' fihte 
Wharfinger: — Hu  words  aie 
thes^  ^  I  am  proud  to  say,  I 
^aevcr  aaw  dKbasnen-oFtbe 
"  QaafvoondoceU  witbsD  ondb 
<<  ease  andcomCbrt  as  it  hiibniin 
<<  thu  Fleet ;  I  proposed  doing 
<'  myself  the  honour  to  wait  on 
^  you,  to  acknowledge  the  ntilL 
«  ty  of  sutienod  Consubleson 
«<  each  Wharf,  who  act  with  sedi 
"good  authority,  in  Jkeepiag 
''off idlers  and long^pron  men 
'<  who  seldom  or  ever  work"* 


This  comparative  view  exhibits^  in  a  small  com- 
pass, the  effect  of  the  System,  wherever  its  protection 
was  permitted  to  extend  to  specific  Ships^  discharged 
under  the  control  of  the  Institution. 

Notwithstanding  the  benefits,  derived  by  the  Pro- 
prietors of  West-India  Cargoes,  have  been  rendered 
so  indisputably  clear  and  self- evident ;  and  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Merchants,  authorised  to  conduct  the 
whole  of  the  gcnerafl  affairs  of  the  Trade,  have  so 
anxiously  recommended  it  to  Ship-owners  and  Ships* 
Husbands,  to  place  thdr  Vessels  in  this  Trade  under 
the  protection  of  the  Police,  without  any  new  ex- 
pence  beii^  incurred ;  it  is  no  less  true  than  sin* 

2  gular. 


piitnr,  th.it 
Ships    ..>n 

l-l'ir'-tt'i*  Irl 

m  ;iv,r;l  i'-- 
n-it.     H-.. 

tii.ri  iii'ihc- 

fur    >iJ    h: 

ycn\ .    I'lir 

aHy  .{.pi* 
in    ill-    I.i; 

l„-c,>   pr,«i. 
arc  |,l:..i-,l  , 

th- O-.viKTi  of,  ;it  ItM^t,  onr-tliird  of  ilip 
ii]>«-i;ip;  t!if  I'lfct*  which  huve  arrived 
i-l'",]!'t»;i  iv,ifi(M;tMi-IicH,  havf  not  clujs.cn 
■:u-'!m-  'it'  ih-:  ai|v.i!it;i^>  vvlikh  it  held 
'(•  i(  !.a>  ruli'j«td,  (Ii.!i  a  fiTtiiiii  ])ni|xjr- 
rni^-liriT^  aii'i  Con»i^:ir.cs  have,  ill  sucli 
•ii!i  (V-privci!  <)t'  ih.n  iiiirin-diato  protcc- 
ihi  V  h.nl  "-Ini^rili'ri,  h\-  ilvir  Ciininiittd', 
:  J  a  piriofl  lo  o';ai;i  ;  ami  ihtir  Pr- 
v.iiiit  I'!'  1 VI ire  C'lJii-'tabli-;.  \ias  iioi 
.(!  t'l  p'>l!;i;jc  ill  tlic  Sljip,  Inn  uiiavoid- 
val  (il"  lliu  rhaiii  nf"  Inin^il  protfClion 
Jit'T-*.  ami  ii[<ii;i  ilii- CJnuv-.  which  hai 
i!i.'i!  I'.T  thi-  -f!  iiiliy  nt'  -iirh  t.\!r_:;i>o  as 
uiidiT  ihi-  C'l^iii.Miii'c  nl  lilt'  [;i»iitutian. 
u-ni    i:-tlf(:.-   llir  .1^   !nj::i..:i   Iii-tiimioiis 


eager  in  pursuits  of  wealth  that  ai^  evident  benefit^ 
>vith  respect  to  the  security  of  property,  (often  of 
great  magnitude,)  is  saprificed  to.  save  a  ceitaia 
trifling  expence ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented^  that 
the  proprietors  of  cargoes  do  not  in  general  experip 
cnce  that  attention  and  liberality  from  many  Ship* 
Owners  and  Ship-Masters  which  ,tbey  deserve. ,  ^.  j 
Had  the  Marine  Police  Institution  subjected  Sl^p^ 
Owners  to  any  pecuniary  expence  for  its.  support;^ 
there  might  have  been  some  reason,  (and  even  that 
too  would  have  been  of  a  slight  nature,)  for  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  regulationsi  of  the  Wesb-Indiii 
Merchants.  But  when  it  i$  sbewO  that  no  new  «k-. 
pence  whatsoever  attaches  to  this  claps  of  nneb— ^ 
That  nothing^i»  asked  of  them  by  their  Freightecs^ 
the  West-India  Merchants,  but  to  substitute  Police 
Constables  in  lieu,  of  the  .old  Watchmen,  which  th« 
usage  of  the  .Port  had  flxed  as  an  expence  on  the 
Ship-Owners. — ^That  the  request  thus  made  was 
not  only  with  a  view  to  the  compliance  with  a  moral 
obligation  on  the  part  of  Ship-Owners  to  do  their 

"  It  is  with  pecaliar  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  find  them-  , 
*'  sfilvn  enabled  to  ttatt  that  the  expence  of  Lumping  out  a  Ship 
i*  under  the  New  System  will  probably  not  txctcd  the  averagr 
«<  amount  paid  for  Lumpers  and  Watchmen. — The  whole  of  tlie 
<'  freight  on  the  quantity  of  produce  usually  plundeKd^  will  there* 
**  fore  be  a  dear  profit  to  the  Ship ;  and  estimating  this  Depreda- 
**  tion  at  the  very  low  rate  of  one-quarter  of  a  cwt.  Sugar  per  hpgt- 
^  heaMlf'it  is  obvious  that  the  saving  to  Ship-Owners  in  the  Port  of  i 
"  London  only,  will  in  one  year,  amount  tOj^.iOjOCOi  on  the 
'^  tingle  aniclc  of  Sugar  imported,  exclusive  of  other  Merchan- 
«  disc."  -     . 

Utmost 
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intrigues  of  not  a  few  of  those  whose  improper  coa9i 
dun  bad  rendered  these  Rcsolui  ions  necc; 
Shtp-Mflstcrs  were  assailed  immediaiely  ou  tlu: 
arrival,  and  ibe  strongest  prejudices  were  attempts 
to  be  excited  against  that  Department  (r)  of  the  la- 
stilulion,  which  had  been  planned  andrecommend« 
by  the  Merchants  themselves. 

The  object  of  these  intrigues  was  to  induce  Ship 
Owners  and  Ship-Masters  to  adhere  to  the  OM  Svs^^ 
icm,  partly  from  parsimonious  views  in  being  eased 
of  the  expenoe  of  Police  Watchmen,  and  pcrhapsj 
in  soDie  iofttsoces,  from  motivesafioflucocearisii^ia 
from  certain  facilities  which  the  PoKce  System  did 
not  hold  out. 


tfcq'Coinmtttc  ft  die  Wesulpdiji  Merchant^  the  following  Reio- 
Immq  of  a  General  Meeung,  bearing  date  the  i6th  of  June  fj^S^ 
wu'vtry  gataaHf  dicnUtcd  among  all  Stup.Owneri  and  Ships' 


Ac 


**  R»OLVID> 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Ownen  and  Husbands  oT 
Sldpii  and  to  their  Agents,  to  have  their  Cargoes  dischaigol  at  this 
Poit,  by  means  of  Lumpen,  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine 
VoUce  Oflice,  No.  1^9,  WappLng  New  Stairs :  and  thai  the  Cap- 
fiuoi  of  all  West. India  Ships  be  instructed  by  the  Owners,  Sec,  10 
gmu  aa  order  on  the  Ship's  Husband  ca  Agen»,  ibr  the  amount  of 
tbcDueftforditchaiging  their  re^xcure  Cargoes;  luchorderto  be 
given  to  the  Clerk,  authorised  by  the  Marine  Police,  to  receive  the 
aaid  Dan,  according  to  the  Rate^i  which  have  been  tettled  by  diii 
Meeting,  and  which  will  be  pioduced  by  the  CleHc  of  the  laid 
Marine  Pdice  Office." 

(r)  The  Department  for  woildng  oat  Ships  by  swom  Foremen 
aitd  registcicd  Lumpen< 

6  The 
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The  result  was,  that  in  many  cases  where  the  re- 
commendation of  the  West-India  Merchants  was 
disregarded,  the  Cargo  became  exposed  to  Pillage,  to 
a  certain  extent,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the 
Lighters,  and  also  upon  the  Quays,  inasmuch  as  the 
West-India  Produce,  in  this  situation,  was  unavoid«» 
ably  deprived,  not  only  of  the  benefit  of  the  nautical 
Surveyors,  in  superintending  the  discharge,  and 
controling  the  Ship  Constables,  but  the  Chain  of  * 
Security,  which  had  been  devised  by  watching  the 
Property  in,  and  from  the  Ship  to  the  Quays^  and 
until  it  was  deposited  in  the  Warehouses,  could 
only  apply  to  Cargoes  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Institution. 

Under  these  mortifying  circumstances,  which,  in  ■ 
spite  of  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  Merchants, 
operated  so  powerfully  in  defeating  in  part  the  great 
preventive  System  which  had  been  devised,  there  was 
no  alternative,  but  to  double  the  exertions  of  the 
Police  in  detecting  the  Offences,  which  were  thus 
generated;  since  no  power  existed  to  enforce  the 
means  of  Prevention,  which  had  operated  so  favour- 
ably in  all  instances  where  it  applied. 

Accordingly  by  the  vigiiatice  of  the  Police  Sur- 
veyors upon  the  River,  instances  frequently  occurred 
where  Lumpers  and  others  were  detected  with 
Sugars,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  stolen  from  un-- 
protected  Ships,  who,  but  for  this  circumstance^ 
might  have  been  kept  honest;  and  it  must  be 
lamented    by  those  of  humane   feelings,  that  the 

Q  want 
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mmt  of  the  wflimiui  af  .ihift'M 
giffen  OM  to  goine  hvor  'caHi 
mar  might  aot  tiHMtalmi|ifac»i'i  i  ci  |.  »  Af  *tu»r 

The  object  of  tbc  loaitutiM  iMat 
ment   unnecoMry,  by  ■ 
fMupoficot'obtflinini;  Httoder  imp 

However  renuin  it  ii,  that  Orinna 
human  contriTance,  be-  cntinljr  p 
to  dctnonstrationf  from   tbe  ""TTfrfJ  < 
which  has  been  maile,  that  it  it  p 


nitcRegnlalions, correctly  execaMl,  tod 
iA  auch  a  dcj^rcc  aa  ta  SBcnre  the  I 
grc»t  Pleasure,  from  their  comeqdeoceik 
Under  all  the  embarrassments  which  t 
tailed}  and  in  spite  of  the  hidden  oppcndaa-MiA^ 
irigiies,  which  opcnucd  tbrough  the  medium  of  th 
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out  in  terrtfrem  to  all  PoKce  CoDStable^  ivho  shouldi 
presume  to  interfere  vntYi  tbem,  or  offer  them  any* 
insult  in  the  fair  execufeioti  of  their  duty.  On  th& 
contrary,  they  were  strictly  injoincd  to  afford  every 
assistance,  and  on  all  occasions  to  conduct  them- 
selves towards  them  with  the  utmost  attention  and 
civility,  vinder  pain  of  immediate  dismission. 

But  above  all,  the  Cbmmercial  Body  trading  tcl 
the  Uiver  Thames,  is  eminently  indebted  to  the 
uniform  coimtenance  and  protection  afforded  to  thii^ 
Institution,  by  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  oi 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  (»)  whose  character- 
istic patriotism,  stimulated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  do 
good,  pnxluced  the  most  beneficial  effects  ia  the 
steady  and  uniform  support,  which  he  afforded  as 
chief  Magistrate  of  the  Police ;  and  the  great  atten- 
tion he  bestowed,  (and  still  bestows,)  in  promoting 
whatever  contributes  to  the  efBeacy,  and  genera) 
utility  of  this  design. 

Aided  by  the  condescending  influence  of  such 
high  authority,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
engaged  in  a  pursuit  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Community,  those  in  the  immediate  direction 
felt  encouraged  to  persevere  under  many  accumu- 
lated difficulties,  and  the  consequences  were  favour- 
able in  the  highest  degree  to  the  cause  of  Public 
Morals,  ajad  the  security  of  Commercial  Property. 

The  eyes  of  many  of  the  niost  respectable  of  the 
Ship-masters,  were  at  length  opened  to  the  utility 

»»)  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

a  2  ^"^ 
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iTC  fully  uiiiUt- 

■  1   ■ 

Jill  i[. 

L-  icstiinoii^    u! 

'  i-:S,' 
>-t.ip  in  the  Will. 

:iiT  [h?  ir..p<ciir. 

BlVfiR  POLICE.  229 

The  Body  of  the  Wharfingers,  equally  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  advantages  which  they  found  to 
arise  fh)m  the  link,  in  the  general  chain  of  protec- 
tion, which  extended  to  the  Quays,  testified  their 
highest  approbation  of  the  Establishment,  (r) 

Nor  were  the  sentiments-of  the  West-India  Com- 
mittee, who  were  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  benefits  which  arose  from  this  Institution,  le^ 
decided  than  those  who  preceded  them.  At  a 
meeting  held  at  the  close  of  the  season,  when  the 
Fleets  had  mostly  arrived,  and  a  clear  estimate  could 
be  formed  of  the  effect  of  the  System,  that  respectable 
Body  added   their  testimony,  not  only  with  respect 

already  proved  to  be  useful,  and  from  which  greater  advantages 
still  may  be  expected,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names,  and 
also  the  names  of  the  Ships  we  respectively  command,  and  likewise 
the  date  of  our  respective  signatures. 

(r)  Extr/ict  of  a  Letter  from  Ed-ward  Oghy  E%q.    Cba'trman  9f 
the   Body    of  Wharfingers^  at  a   General  Meeting :   to  tht 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police  Office^ — City  CbamierSf 
December  18,   1798. 

'*  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
"  laying  your  Letter  of  the  21st  Ult,  containing  certain  queries 
'*  as  to  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  before  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  Wharfingers  of  the  Legal  Quays,  held 
at  Batson's  CofFec-houbC,  for  that  purpose  :  and  I  have  the  satis* 
**  faction  to  inform  you,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinien  of  the 
**  meeting,  that  the  establishment  merited  every  encomium  that 
**  could  be  bestowed  upon  it,  for  the  various  and  extended  tdVan. 
*«  tagcs  derived  from  it  to  the  trade  of  the  Pbrt ;  and  they 
'*  requested  me  funlier  to  inform  you,  that  they  feel  themsdves 
<*  bound  in  honour,  whenever  called  upon,  to  bcar^tcstuiKWly 
«  thereto.'* 

to 
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to  the  advantages  doMed  hf  Hiig"'M|«i|illthi 
vhicb  they  were  inteicsuid,  buita^-^4M(|liik'«r 
London  in  general «  iiul  likewiif  by  die  JR^Us  at 
large,  in  the  bencfia  which  remhad  lo  ^1  tfcjiijft 
Rcwnnc.  (j)  -   • 

These  documents,  evincing  the  frw«liiaMs  « 
of  the  Public  Bodies,  who,  ftoin  their  p 


tions,  were  best  qualified  to  make  compyiwrfiWibUi 
the  state  of  morals  among  the  labourii^OiiiK  md 
aim  the  extent  of  the  flelioqiiency,  as  k 
West-India  Property,  before  and  aficr  the 
of  the  Mjrine  Police,  have  been  unce  coofiniiltfcf 
the  U;dy  of  West-India  Planters «  who,  lAsr  itMl 
invcstigatioi)  of  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  rcmedfes 
which  bad  been  applied,  for  the  purpose  of 
ifit.  wtiich  had  very  lonr  been   fcU 


-ij«  dp^  ^)...; ....  ■ .;,  V ;..,..  .„. ;,  -.-, ,. .  ,il 

those  iawtf|^|V(teIy  ratu^te4  IB  ;^i'e  prcyan^i^jo  ^^S^ 
Fluadcr  of  ^Veat-Iodia  Property,  of  t!}fl.m^ity  jiflSp 
Marine,  JPolj^,  fi)pt<»i.  flfW.  ^(#W  ijVj.  ^S** 
TcstifODDiT  ^  tboip  who  jfzye^  had  w:fni,/g.  ^tpow 
firectfeljr  the  iiatiuv  of  t^^^wtecsioiiaffivdi^tif 

mcnt of  tl^is ][iudtutiqa.. ,^.  ^  ..~     .- 

In  the  Ships,,  duniu;  j^  j^^^  of  ibuir  Cargoes, 
uoder  t\kcctypuzx^c^^j^^f^i^  iionepf  tho&eln- 
^inoiu  t»asactioiW;^n|Jti'  fiec^nrt  have  been  suf- 
icred,  wh^eby  exqnsive  Blkge  tuuk.  place  io  cite 
night,  by  means  of  a  pj;evious  uadcfsun^JOf .  '"'uh 

(l)  Ettrmet  fnm  lit  Mhiuu  tf  ^  GtftrmI  Mtttpmiff  At  ff^ftf. 

India  Plmlert,  heUiy  pMiHr  Aiwrt!iaiiiMi,'^mi'Wi^i'i 

Ctfit-bcnit,  SitaSfmare,  ItaAm,    Twte  ij)    i^— Jit 

Mighi  Mm.  Urd  Ftmrbjm  h  lit  Cbtir.  • 

Uaotriiv  .        ^ 

Hut  Locd  FenibyB  Ik  icqnated  to  cgmnnnicate  tbc  th^i  ef 

tbis  Meeting  to  Mr.  Ctdquhooi^  far  the  zeal,  atiiltW,  Ind  yetA- 

veniMxirirliiriiichhebi'ehiMvoaie^tofilttB'x)!  ifiatod  «kBdc 

■o  the  ajiieia  of  l}qtc4*tini   whkb  pn^aiM  oa  the  River 

Tluaici.  ^.     , 

C9fjtfMlfiltfhmtifni^nm.U^Pi^iitfm^marM 

Lord  ptoriqr»  fwwott  Jy  ixwyljnifpy  w  yf^r9nlff^M«|,  wyl 
Am  itfae  bonour  of  tnoBattjog  hiia  the  cndnedRetolDtiaf^' ', 
Lord-  IVivbyn  tMt  a  'VC^  paiUfi&'MlttifiKtiM;-  ti  <BMir% 
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the  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers  ;  white  the  Lum- 
pers, Coopers,  aiid  all  othei^  on  board,  were  effec- 
tually prevented  by  the  terror  which  ihe  System  ex- 
cited, and  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Officers,  acting 
under  control  of  the  Surveyors,  and  the  risque  of  de- 
tection by  the  House- Constables  on  shore. 

The  Watermen  were  no  longer  observed  hnnging 
about  Ships  during  their  discharge,  nor  were  the 
MuJLrks  to  be  seen,  as  formerly,  surrounding  them 
at  low  water.  It  now  ceased  to  be  an  object  with 
both,  since  nothing  was  to  be  procured. 

Not  a  few  of  the  Journeymen  Lightermen,  finding 
no  advantage  could  be  obtained  by  forming  connec- 
tions with  persons  on  board  of  West -India  Ships,  for 
the  porpose  of  receiving  and  concealing  Plunder  in 
the  Fore^scuttle,  seldom  attended  until  called  upon 
tareuiove  their  Graft  to  the  Quays  ;  and  they  were 
.equally  defeated  in  every  attempt  to  renew  their 
former  practices  by  pillaging  the  goods  in  their  pas- 
sage to  the  Quays,  as  a  Police  Constable  uniformly 
attended  and  remained  in,  until  the  goods  were 
placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Quay  Guard. 

/The  Scuffle-Hunters  and  Long-apron-Men  upon 
the  Wharfs,  were  equally  unsuccessful  in  their  at- 
tempts to  obtain  Pillage  after  the  goods  were  landed, 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  Guards  upon  the  ditferent 
'  Quays;  while  the  Labourers  in  the  Warehouses  re- 
ceived a  severe  check  from  the  vigilant  eye,  which 
w49"kept  lipon  tht  well-known  Receivers,  by  the 
land  Constables,  and  the  detection  of  Offenders,  in 
1  the 
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the  transit  of  the  booty,  and  also  by  th6 
and  Punishments  which  afterwards  followed. 

As  a  further  proof  of  the  effbct.  of  the  System^ 
many  of  these  Receivers  have  moved  off:  and 
the  River  is  no  longer  infested  by  lighulhrsemm 
or  Plunderers  of  West-India  Ships  during  the 
night. 

The  Sales  at  the  Customhouse^  when  compared 
with  former  years,  demonstrated  that  the  quantity  cif 
Sugar,  Cofice,  and  other  West-India  Commo(fitie% 
seized  from  Plunderers  of  every  description  upon  Ae 
River,  from  being  extensive,  in  former  years^waa 
greatly  reduced  during  the  ]>eriod  of  the  openitiont 
of  the  Preventive  System  :  (w)  and  had  it  fbrtu^ 
nately  extended  to  all  the  Ships  that  arrived,  litde 
doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  Depredations  on 
West-India  Property  being  almfost  completely  eradi^ 
cated.        • 

Sugar.  Coffiim 
[u)  Customhouse  Sales  for  the  year,  previous 

to  the  Establishment  of  the  Marine        Ibk  lb.* 

Police    -.-••.--.     2Sy446  ••ijf577 

Sales  for  the  year,  after  the  Elstablish- 

ment  of  the  Marine  Police    -    -    -       9f37o  3i7i6 


JlfdQction  of  Seizures    «    ^      199076  V     9^S6i 


It  is  believed,  thut  upon  minote  \t\^\ij\  it  will  mm  dbt'll 
point  of  fact,  that  little  or  no  Sugar  or  Co&e  was ^Misedy  in.tbff 
possession  of  Thieves,  during  the  yearendbg  ip  March  1799^  aiid 
that  the  Sales  were  chiefly  composed  of  private  adventures  lidxcd  & 
thcShip%  apd  not  of  Plunder  as  on  Joimeroecaiionif    '   '-       '^ 

The 
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'I'hr  C->r(]-.irt'>rc  of  i!iif  dcHifrn  £tt:lin^  stcoiif^r, 
}•■•  ;■•-,  r'w  .IntijCtTa  wUi.h  mighl  vi;it> iVoni  the 
want  fit  !:...•  K,iTtct  .'Mill  iiiurk'tliiKc  IVxeciion  ot' 
v.-iii-  '•.  t!M  l'r'>|-r!f.irs  fiJ  i!i«".  (.^rirtH.-*,  wlio  were  u> 
I  r  lt:r  S',:i'Ti'!-..  wcrt-  iii  iiKW  Misiances  ^iiemn, 
cmi^loud  c.  TV  nn.iii>  ilj!.;  roiiM  Iw  (k^ucd  ibr  ibe 
;  .r|  1  -■:  fi  «.ii-  ;i;;i::  i:,;-r  ii:i|.ii^:ci-u-tl  Ships,  whii  a 
^i(■^v  In  tin-  (i.-UTiioii  t>l  HuikK-rtrs  duriii)!  tlic 
rig-Ill,  aii'l  ft  scarihiitfT  die  vliii-l'  |«»ri  of  tlic  Lum- 
pers, on  U.iMitj:  tin- iiiiimjitvti-*!  Slii(w  H'hcre  ihcj 
wrrc  <-tn;<l>>>L-il  us-  U-ilKturiT^  :  atul  it  id  bdievcU  ilw 
rhicf  pan  v.  as  <li'it-<'tr<l,  .since  riourly  two  hundred 
were  (.-iih.T  Kii;>riftuni-rl  or  lined  I'ur  miuII  Otlcnces, 
while  k'.irta'n  iia\c  Ijv^-ii  [hil  ujud  ilivir  Triul  kx 
l.ijchiT  Criinrs.  of  uliicli  numlier.  it  is  to  be  la- 
menwd,  that   it   became  ntcciwarv  to  make   umx 
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March  1799}  (*)  <lo^  ^^  aipount  to  One-JlftUth 
part  of  the  loss  that  was  sustained  informer  yearSy  and 
that  the  Saving  to  the  Proprietors  must  of  course 
have  considerably  exceeded  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Founds  a  year  m  Sugar ^  Coffee^  Cottony  CocoOf  ff- 
wento.  Ginger,  and  other  articles^  m>hik  4he  Avpmc 
must  have  gamed  also  a  "oery  large  SunL  , 

■  I 
(x)  Im^ertalion  of  Sugar  and  Riftai,  f  jooin  the  'Wcsulpiii,  Iilin^ 
&C.IO  the  Port  of  Loodon,  fromthejAqf  July  1798  totbe;|^of 
March  1799:  '  '^ 

72,108  17,9^9 

7,961  6S 

6,806  4^3 

2,742  568 

i,^^7  418 

4,1  J2  400 

10,147  90S 

7?9  109 

171  o 

33»35«  a**7' 

151,576  24>^" 


SUfu 

Januica 

164 

Ant^iU 

»4 

St.  Kitts 

H 

Barbadoes 

>7 

Granada 

18 

Montscrrat 

6 

Nevis 

* 

Dominica 

'4 

Su  Vincents 

26 

Tortola 

3 

Bermuda 

I 

Sundry  Ptaces 

108 

Total 

3«9 

CHAP. 
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collateraly  to  all  Branches  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 
in  the  River  Thames :  and  it  was  only  because  the. 
Civil  Force  was  insufficient ^  and  that .  the-  System 
did  not  admit  of  arrangements,  calculated  to  com- 
pass the  general  Protection  of  the  Port,  that  some 
Depredations  continued  to  be  committed. 

Limited  however,  as  it  has  been,  both  with  re- 
spect to  pecuniary  Resources,  and  a  competent  num- 
ber of  Boats  and  Assistants,  to  overawe  and  detect 
Offenders  in  every  part  of  a  wide-extended  River, 
and  still  more  so  on  the  numerous  Whar&  and 
Quays,  from  whence  the  Police  Guards  were  with- 
drawn as  soon  as  the  West-India  Cargoes,  under 
their  charge,  were  in  a  state  of  Security;  certain  it  is, 
that  the  regular  Perambulation  of  the  Police  Boats, 
in  their  daily  and  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River  (few 
as  their  numbers  comparatively  were)  produced  a 
very  important  etiect  in  preventing  those  Depreda- 
tions of  River  Pirates,  upon  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  and 
Stores,  of  unprotected  Ships,  to  which  they  had  on* 
former  occasions,  been  exposed  ;  and  by  which  out-' 
rages  considerable  losses  were  sustained. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  advantages  which 
Ship  and  Craft  Owners  have  received  from  the  Esta- 
blishment, and  the  operation  of  this  Design,  since  it 
appears  u{X)n  the  Records  of  the  Institution,  that  in 
Snow-Storms,  and  severe  Weather,  \Yhen  Vcssela 
drifted  from  their  Moorings,  and  when  only  the  Po-' 
lire  Boats  attempted  lo  go  upon  the  River,  thp  qau-. 

cical 
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tlcsl  sUn  and  Manrof  the  t 
cen  have  been  txtien^y  exeitci)  in  WTiayM 
ping  and  Craft,  wbicfc  wonM  pHibrf>fy  dOnk  ntfi  timi 
been  Ia8t,(r)  if  Mch  umdy  uMtaMe  haf  MTleW' 
afforaea*  .^"mk 

To  tbe  Shipping  and  Craft  in  genenl,  rtiiiUlMI' 
hition  has  aflfbrded  a  serurity  wbicb  uiiuM  MM^' 
entty  be  appreciated  by  those  who  hiTe  gfcif  Mir 
perty  at  baard  in  the  Rtvct  Thames,  itt  tfoilVlilBk' 
the  present,  when  the  Orews  cannot  tie  'lH|lfc^W' 
board,  and  when,  bendea  the  dnMagea  arMflg 'Mn 
tempestuous  weather,  a  still  greater  ciUliI^  i 
one  period  to  be  apprehended  fiom  i 
contemplated  by  incendiaries,  whose  i 
aigns,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  been  fhistnled  hf  4 


a  lnowlec^  lliat  the  Fblice  Boats  were  Gomlaiitt| 
iipoQ  the  River. 

To  the  Easi'Ltdia  Con^nVf  akhough  the  system 
(lid  not  immediately  extend  its  protecuon  to  theur 
ShipSi  yet  considerable  benefit  has  been  dexjiv^  hj 
the  apprehension  of  Lumpen^  vitb  Tea,  Pepp^x  and 
other  ArticleSi  and  in  excitiBg  a  greater  d^ree  of 
cautbn  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Revenue 
Officers,  whose  duty  it  was  ta  pretiient  every  species 
ef  Pillage  and  Depredation. 

Nor  have  the  Chairman  and  IXrectors  of  thi^ 
great  Company  been  backward  in  inanifcstiog  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  utility  of  this  new  £sta*» 
blislimcnt,  since  they  have  committed  to  its  charge 
matters  of  considerable  importance^  on  which  both 
secrei^y  and  confidence,  in  the  proper  execution  of 
the  trust,  became  indispensably  necessary. 

Among  the  various  branches  of  trade  carried  on, 
to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  those  of  America 
and  Gemia?iVy{z)  (where  the  aggregate  Imports  and 
Exports  amount  to  above  Sixteen  Millions  a  year) 
have  not  only  felt,  but  acknowledged  the  advantages 
which  have  been  derived  from  the  Marine  Police, 
even  u[)on  its  present  very  limited  scale, — as  appears 
by  tlie  following   testimonies  : — 

We  the  undersigned.  Masters  of  American  ShipSt  trading 
to  the  Port  of  London,  do  publicly  declare,  that  until  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police,  the  Cargoes  and  Stores  of  our 
Ships,  while  deriviring  and  taking  in,  were  constantly  subject 

(x)  See  Table,  p.  %i. 

to 
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■  ,'-.  :i- ..(  Pl.nJcTCBon  the  Ri*-cr 
.1.  '.  i!:i:-M  o;  A  River  I'.i  i:c,  we 
;  .  ■  :  il.:i-,i':.  i-  js  tu  ti...  ^hvt.niy  u!' 
.  ,.  J  .■■•.•.:[, .  <H  I  (|-iiiion,  bv  i!i--  ligi- 
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Nor  has  the  extensive  G^mmerce  in  Timtir  and 
Grain  been  leas  benefited^  by  the  collateral  cheeks  to . 
the  pillage  to  which  these  branches  have  been  ex-* 
po!5cd.  The  detections  and  the  punishments  which 
]iave  taken  place,  operated  powerfully  in  diminishing 
the  great  losses  which  were  annually  sustained* 

In  the  importation  of  Fruits,  VTmes^  Dye  Shuffi^ 
BrnfidieSy  Gin,  and  other  Liquors,  considerable  bene- 
£ts  have  been  derived  from  the  security  which  the 
Police  established,  in  overawing  Delinquents,  who 
turned  their  attention  to  this  species  of  plunder ; 
and  particularly  those,  who,  by  means  of  Jiggers, 
Tin  Tubes,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  nnzles,  were 
accustomed  to  draw  off  and  purloin  large  quantities 
of  Liquors. 

The  Coasting  Trade  has  also  shared  in  the  general 
advantages  which  have  arisen  by  the  dissolution  of 
these  numerous  Criminal  Confederacies,  whose  de« 
predations  extended  to  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
Commercial  Property. 

But  the  Coal  Trade,  in  particular,  has  obtained 
advantages  which  only  require  to  be  understood,  in 
<MxIcr  to  demonstrate  that  the  benefits  extend  not 
only  to  origtnal  Owners  and  Coal  Merchants,  but 
also  to  every  consumer  of  this  species  of  Fuel,  whose 
supplies  depend  on  the  importation  into  the  River 
Thames.  The  im{)ortant  reform  of  the  excessive 
abuses  which  prevailed  in  this  Trade,  is  rendered 
manifest  by  a  candid  and  fair  comparison  of  the  state 
it  was  in,  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  Po- 
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committed  on  outward-bound  Cargoes^  have  arisen  in 
part^  or  at  least  have  considerably  increasedj  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  being. 
cut  off  from  the  other  resources  of  pillagt^  which 
they  formerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a  degree^  and 
almost  without  check  or  cx>ntrol  ;  but  it  is  known 
from  recent  evidence^  that  offences  of  this  nature 
have  long  existed,  and  been  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  of 
River  Police. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents^  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  «is  a  means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
QOt  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  acts  of 
depredation,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  had 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
$hew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  during  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  :  and  if  that  vigilance  which 
^as  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
R'hich  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 

R  2  Delinquents, 
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CHAR      VII. 

Consideratiofts  on  fh$  National  advantages  of  the 
Marine  Police  Institution: — Tke  benefits  which 
%vould  arise  from  an  extension  of  the  same  design^ 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  Trade  is 
carried  on  : — Exemplified  in  the  instance  of  Lover'- 
pool,  and  the  River  Severn. — The  benefits  to  the 
State  demonstrated,  in  the  preservation  of  the  duties 
on  Slolen  Property  \  in  the  check  given  to  iUieii 
Trade ;  and  in  the  protection  afforded  to  Naval^ 
Flciualing,  and  Military  Stores. — Tke  se^ise  enter- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  Laws,  and  of  the  want  of  a  proper 
Police,  with  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. — 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  ami  ettibezzlejnent 
of  Public  Property. — Reasons  for  cstifnating  the 
saving  to  the  Revenue  wider  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  than  jr.\b0,0OO  a 
year : — The  sesurity  it  also  affords  against  conflagra- 
tion by  Incendiaries. — Concluding  Observatifjns. 


Xn  all  instances  where  internal  regulations  operate, 
beneficially   to   bodies  of  men   or   individuals,   an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Police  Institution 
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Thuno,  bui  hiks  hkIi  an  cHxbluhniciii  of  a  RjTn  Policx,  w% 
btvc  cKpeticnced  Uxi  giLzicat  difimiKX  w  to  tiic  KCiiriiy  oi 
Prapcny  im  tin:  River,  oa.'UMnnl,  in  mt  c^intun.  by  ibe  vi^ 
Uocc  i>r  the  Guaid  Bcuti,  and  OITtccn  of  the  Mvine  Police 
Inititution,  cansumly.  day  tnd  night,  patroUing  oo  the  aid 
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Wi,  ibe  unknignol  AUtttn  if  Himhmrgk  S^t  md 
ktiieh,  irsding  to  ihc  I'on  of  Londoiit  bctiig  tnily  icadbk  of 
ihe  nuniJcst  dificnDce  »  to  tbc  Kcuriix  ol'  Propeny,  on  the 
Riva  Thama,  uiiii^  {rocn  ilie  » igdancc  of  the  Cuud  Botv 
uidOfBcen  of  tlic  Matine  Police  liisttiuiton,  puoUing  the 
Kivcii  by  Jjy  ami  tiy  ni^il.  do  cntnidn  it  atir  dutj'  vnlonurily 
and  ptdilidy  lo  dcctuc,  thai  whcrcu,  formerly  our  CaUot 
Hatners,  and  every  anidc  of  Slit |m'  Stofo,  a>  weH  U  d 
tford  and  autwaidCaisocsof  our  Sliip*,  whiledclnoingi 


Nor  has  the  extensive  Commcree  in  Timtir  and 
Grain  been  leas  benefited^  by  the  collateral  cheeks  to 
the  pillage  to  which  these  branches  have  been  ex-* 
posed.  The  detections  and  the  punishments  which 
]iave  taken  placc^  operated  powerfully  in  diminishing 
the  great  losses  which  were  annually  sustained. 

In  the  importation  of  Fruits,  VTmeSy  Dye  Shiffs^ 
hrandiesy  Gin,  and  other  Liquors,  considerable  bene- 
£ts  have  been  derived  from  the  security  which  the 
Police  established^  in  overawing  Delinquents,  who 
turned  their  attention  to  this  species  of  plunder ; 
and  particularly  those,  who,  by  means  of  Jiggers^ 
Tin  Tubes,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  nnzles,  were 
accustomed  to  draw  off  and  purloin  large  quantities 
of  Liquors. 

The  Coasting  Trade  has  also  shared  in  the  general 
advantages  which  have  arisen  by  the  dissolution  of 
these  numerous  Criminal  Confederacies,  whose  de- 
predations extended  to  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
Commercial  Property. 

But  the  Coal  Trade,  in  particular,  has  obtained 
advantages  which  only  require  to  be  understood,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  that  the  benefits  extend  not 
only  to  origmal  Owners  and  Coal  Merchants,  but 
also  to  every  consumer  of  this  species  of  Fuel,  whose 
supplies  depend  on  the  importation  into  the  River 
Thames.  The  imj)ortant  reform  of  the  excessive 
abuses  which  prevailed  in  this  Trade,  is  rendered 
manifest  by  a  candid  and  fair  comparison  of  the  state 
it  was  in,  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  Po- 
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lir?  System.  The  pre\Tntion  oTibe  e 
in  the  CoHicn,  and  the  consequent  ataGAMp'tf' 
pabltc  MarkcK,  lor  the  sale  of  plundered' 'CMfe^ 
and  the  chcrk  given  to  the  daily  and  nightly  AtfKb^ 
dations  which  were  rommitted  in  the  Ctaal  ByWl^ 
will  be  (>c«t  explained  by  the  Mhmng  pnbGdPMK 
liiiionv  : —  '■  '    **i*  * 

-Hi* 

A/  a  gmmt  A/nting  »f  tht  Bvyrn  mU  fmOan  ^  GmJki^ 

Iht  Ptrl  tf  Lnidtn,  htU  ihit    Day,  «  tit  &m  S 

£t.'lingigtttf—Duledtb*  9/i  Jtmumty^  1799. 

It  wis  resolved,  thai  it  is  the  opinica  of  llw  Ik 

the  PilL^  of  CoaU,  in  the  Rivei  Thnties.  Yarn  b 

aUy  pTc\-ented  by  the  exertions  oT  the  Mirine  PaUn  Q||g% 

which  cxertinns,  it  is  hopcil,  will  beconlinued  in  fiiniic.    Ita 
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committed  on  outward-bwnd  Cargoes^  have  arisen  ia 
part^  or  at  least  have  considerably  increasedj  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  ti^ng. 
cut  off  from  the  other  resources  of  pillagt^  which 
they  formerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a  degree^  and 
almost  without  check  or  cx>ntrol  ;  but  it  is  known 
from  recent  evidence^  that  of!ences  of  this  nature 
have  long  existed^  and  been  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is^  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  of 
River  Police. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents^  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  <is  a  means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
not  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  acts  of 
depredation,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  had 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
shew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  during  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  :  and  if  that  vigilance  which 
has  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
which  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 

R  2  Delinquents, 
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DtlinquenK,  ond  in  ptrvmtmg  a  rcpetitkm  ati 
jamc  mwchicf,  ihe  Eirporl  *J>»dc  in  comfnon  wtrti 
tbc  Impcrru,  hiu  derived  bcoelil  froin  the  sccinitjr 
which  hat  been  thus  afforded. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  tbeae  bcoefiu  and  thn 
aecurity  can  only  at  pmcnt  be  conndcred  u  |xitii], 
aiacc  die  cfTcciivc  port  of  the  Systcrm  as  yet  tpftia 
only  Id  one  branch  of  Trade,  lo  the  protectioa  of 
which  llie  Civil  Force  is  chiefly  directed.  This 
bown-cr,  sdmils  of  an  easy  rtrmcdy ;  lunndy,  an 
cxtCfM^  of  the  Design  to  the  whole  Cooimerce  of 
the  Port.  The  propriety  of  a  measure  so  aaluury, 
even  without  the  various  lights  which  this  Treaiiie 
throwfl  upon  the  subject,  has  olrcady  engaged  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  exertions  of  many  of  i 
most  respectable  characterB,  in  whom  tbc  ( 
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CHAP.      VII. 

Considerations  on  fha  Nalional  advantages  of  the 
Marine  Police  Institution: — Tke  benefits  witch 
would  arise  from  an  extension  of  tie  same  design, 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  TVade  is 
carried  on  : — Exemplified  in  the  instance  of  liver'- 
poolj  and  tie  River  Severn. — Tie  benefits  to  tie 
State  demonstrated^  in  tie  preservation  of  the  ikities 
on  Slolen  Property  \  in  tie  deck  given  to  iUicii 
Trade ;  and  in  tie  protection  afforded  to  Naval, 
Fictualifigy  and  Military  Stores. — Tie  sense  enter- 
tained by  tie  Commissioners  of  tie  Navy,  of  tie  de- 
ficiency of  tie  Laws,  ami  of  the  want  of  a  proper 
Police,  wili  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. — 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  ami  embezzlerNent 
of  Public  Property. — Reasons  for  estimating  the 
scroing  to  tie  Revenue  under  tie  establisiment  of 
tie  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  tian  £.  1 50,000  a 
year: — Tie  security  it  also  affords  against  conflagra- 
tion by  Incendiaries. — Concluding  Observations. 


In  all  instances  where  internal  regulations  operate 
beneficially  to   bodies  of  men   or   individuals,   an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Police  Institution 
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lirf-  Sy^tPm.  The  prevention  oTtlw  ettCMMH^jB' 
in  the  Cnllien;,  and  the  conBeqaent  atoKfittip'tf 
public  Market*,  for  the  sale  of  plundeitd  'CMI( 
and  the  check  given  to  the  duly  and  niglitlj  ^epri^ 
dations  which  were  committed  in  tbe  Ood  Biijiliib 
will  be  lK-!tt  explained  by  the  following  piAWFlM^ 
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the  Pilbge  of  Coali,  in  the  River  Thamei;  hv  bcoi  cibM** 

ably  prevented  by  the  exrriions  of  the  Marine  I^4ios  0|e% 

Which  exminnt,  it  '\s  hoped,  will  be  eonlinued  in  fiitufe.    Xiii 
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committed  on  outward-botmd  Cargoes^  have  arisen  in 
part^  or  at  least  have  considerably  increasedj  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  l^ing 
cut  off  from  the  other  resources  of  pillagt^  which 
they  formerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a  degree^  and 
almost  without  check  or  cx>ntrol  ;  but  it  is  known 
from  recent  evidence^  that  of!ences  of  this  nature 
have  long  existed^  and  been  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  of 
River  Police. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents^  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  as  a  means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
not  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  acts  of 
depredation,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  had 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
shew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  during  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  :  and  if  that  vigilance  which 
has  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
which  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 

R  2  Delinquents, 
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Dclinquenls,  and  in  prevtnting  •repotitian  aTtlift 
same  mitchicf,  llie  Eif|torl  Tnde  in  connnon  with 
the  Inipons,  has  derived  bcocAt  froni  the  secuan 
which  liatt  been  ihua  aftbrdcd. 

Tt  muM  be  admitted,  ibat  theac  bcoefiu  ind  iMi 
security  can  only  at  present  be  ootundctcd  as  putia), 
■iic«  the  efTcrtivx  part  of  the  System  u  yet  appliei 
only  to  one  branch  uf  Trade,  to  the  pratecskici  of 
which  tlic  Gvil  Force  h  chiefly  directed.  This 
bowrvcr,  sdmite  of  an  easy  rrmcdy ;  tumidy,  so 
Clttcnsioo  of  the  Dcngn  (o  the  whole  Oxnmerceof 
the  Vorl.  The  propriety  of  a  measure  so  lalutirT, 
even  without  the  various  lights  which  this  TrcsttK 
throws  upon  the  subject,  baa  nlrcudy  engaged  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  excnunx  of  niany  of  i 
most  respectable  characters,  in  whom  the  ( 
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CHAP.      VII. 

Comideratims  en  ih$  Nalional  advantages  of  the 
Marine  Police  Institution: — The  benefits  whieh 
would  arise  from  an  extension  of  the  same  design^ 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  Trade  is 
carried  on: — Exemplified  in  the  instance  of  Uver^ 
fool,  and  the  River  Severn. — The  benefits  to  the 
State  demonstrated,  in  the  preservation  of  the  duties 
on  Stolen  Property,  in  the  check  given  to  UUcii 
Trade ;  and  in  the  protection  afforded  to  Naval^ 
Fictualingy  and  Military  Stores. — The  setise  enter- 
tained  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  Laws,  ami  of  the  want  of  a  proper 
Police,  with  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. — 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  ami  e??ibezzlefNefit 
of  Public  Property. — Reasons  for  estimating  the 
saving  to  the  Revenue  under  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  than  £.  1 50,000  a 
year: — The  security  it  also  affords  against  conflagra- 
tion by  Incendiaries. — Concluding  Observations. 


Xn  all  instances  where  internal  regulations  operate 
beneficially  to   bodies  of  men   or    individuals,   an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Polioe  Institution 
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evincing  that  the  science  of  Police  as  it  has  beep 
applied  to  the  River  Thames,  has  become  a  great 

Naiionai 

*'  called  Trows,  are  all  open.  The  Goods  are  protected  from 
"  damage  by  tarpaulins  only.  They  will  carry  1 20  Tons  or  more, 
**  and  arc  navigated  by  seven  or  eight  men,  but  never  proceed 
"  higher  up  the  River  than  from  Bristol  to  Gloucester.  After- 
"  wards,, the  Cargo  is  put  into  Barges,  and  the  Crew  distributed 
**  amongst  them ;  and  these  with  occasional  assistance  bring  their 
**  Cargo  home.  On  the  downward  voyage,  the  Goods  arc  put  on 
*«  board  of  from  three  to  ten  or  more  Barges,  which  conx'cy  them  to 
"  Glouccbtcr  ;  a  part  of  the  men  proceed  from  thence  in  the  TroW 
'*  to  Bristol  with  the  Goods,  while  the  others  return  home  to  be 
*'  ready  for  the  ensuing  springs.  It  is  during  the  transit  of  these 
*'  upward  and  downward  Cargoes  of  the  most  valuable  Merchnn. 
**  dise,  that  the  most  daring,  systematic,  and  en-Tmous  Plunder  is 
"  carried  on,  which  would  stagger  credibility,  and  which  arfects 
«<  us  as  common  Carriers  so  scriouslv,  that  not  knowino:  how  or  in 
*'  what  manner  to  proceed,  we  have  made  free  to  solicit  the  favour 
•*  of  your  assistance.  At  an  extravagant  expcnce  and  infinite 
*•  trouble,  we  employ  pcoj^le  to  weigh  the  various  |>ackages  of 
•*  Manufactures  of  Sheihold,  Birmingham,  and  Manchester,  on 
"  receipt  and  deliver}',  when  it  not  unfrequcntly  turns  our,  that  a 
**  jwckage  weighing  alike  at  each  place,  sliall  contain  a  qucintiiy  of 
**  Bricks  and  Stones  as  a  substitute  for  other  valuables.  The 
**  common  men  receive  ijs.  or  14s  a-wcek  l)esides  provisions, 
*'  notwithstanding  not  a  Cargo  anivcs  without  dcpredatons  Ijcing 
•*  committed.  There  are  four  other  concerns  of  this  sort,  ot 
**  which  ours  is  one,  whose  losses  arc  grievous.  It  ii  sup|x)*cd 
^'  there  are  Receiving-houses  for  the  reception  of  the  articles  which 
*'  are  stolen,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newnliam  ;  and  a  respectable 
Inhabitant  of  that  place  states,  chat  it  will  be  attended  with  no 
small  degree  of  danger,  to  attempt  to  detect  and  punish  them. 
«  Wc  are  persuaded  there  cannot  come  a  cask  of  Liquors  without 
*'  adulteration,  and  no  Gentleman  will  trust  a  pipe  of  Wite  (n 
**  their  hands.  The  Masters  of  Vessels  arc  equally  ii^norsnt  fts 
^<  their  Crews,  and  are  supposed  to  league  with  them.  1  his,  adJeil 
^  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing  home  the  charge,  and  the 
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But  these  tre  not  the  only  benefits  which  the  Stata 
has  derived  from  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police* 
His  Majesty's  Naval^  Victnaling,  and  Militaiy 
Stores,  have  experienced  a  security  heretofore  un-* 
knowfft  Many  extensive  depredations  have  bcea 
prevented  merely  from  the  terror  which  the  sjrstem 
excited,  and  from  the  detections  which  held  forth  to 
Delinquents,  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed 
from  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  design. 

The  records  of  the  Institution  and  the  frequent 
communications  with  the  Navy  and  Victualing 
Boards,  in  consequence  of  the  pillage  and  embexsle- 
ments  of  Public  Stores  which  were  discovered  and 
detected,  sufficiently  prove  that  the  influence  of 
this  branch  of  Police,  crippled  as  it  has  been  for 
want  of  apposite  Laws,  {c)  was  not  confined  in  the 

benefits 

(c)  The  deficiency  of  the  Laws  as  they  partiailarly  apply  to 
minor  offences  in  purloining  and  embezzling  His  Majesty's  Storesj 
have  been  so  prominent  in  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty's  Navy,  by  the  recent  acquittal  of  several  Offenders,  thai 
they  have  formed  the  laudable  resolution  of  applying  to  Parliament 
for  more  apposite  Legislative  Regulations,  calculated  to  reach  the 
various  cases  of  pillage  which  now  frequently  occur,  where  the 
Culprits  escape  without  any  punishment  at  all,  to  the  great  injur7 
of  the  Public,  inasmuch  as  crimes  of  a  peculiar  description  are 
generated  and  increased  from  the  security  experienced  by  Delin- 
quents.  As  a  proof  of  the  favourable  sentiments  entertained  of 
the  Police  System  by  the  Commissioners,  and  of  their  patriotic 
intention  to  use  every  means  for  the  purpose  of  checking  this  exten- 
sive and  growing  evil,  the  following  Letter  has  been  addressed  by 
their  Solicitor  to  the  Author  of  thi^  Worlc,  who  is  now  anxioosty 
employed  in  devising  a  plan  of  tWcc  adapted  to  the  preTehtion  of 

Fraodn 
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in  the  River  Thames  in  fbe  yor  1798^  ^ti'^mmi 
conflagration.  The  evil  happily  hainot  tdm  fhun 
and  it  m:iy  not  be  unremnable  to  mpfom^ iStat  Oe 
dread  of  detection  which  the  Sjrttem  *»*«itit^  a 
mnKqMfncr  of  the  nnreinittin|f  vigfloiee  tf^BH 
Surrcvnrs.  in  perambulating  the  lUTerwMt  a 
fnrre  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  hu  < 
these  diaboliral  designs. 

The  utility  ot'  «  watchful  Police  fer  the  f 
contrulin,^,  hy  its  infhience,  the  turfaalentai 
passions  of  stich  a  multitude  of  diaolate  t 
who  are  at  ail  times  emplojcd  in  9)ipB  nd  CMk  im 
thiK  extensive  Commercial  Port,  is  too  LViiuik  M 
require  any  comment ;  since  ocrasioosl  i 
among  Seamen  and  Labourers,  as  well  M  k 
and  disorders,  may  always  be  dreaded,  ' 
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The  means  used  to  render  the  experiment  of  tie  Marine 
Pi^ice  permanetit  and  complete. — The  existing  Laws 
found  t4>  -be  extremely  deftcient.^-^Greai  Attention  and 
Circumspection  necessary  on  that  Account. — A  new 
Syst&H  4ff  Legislation  digested,  and  groumled  on 
•actual  Experience. --^ A  fi^h  suggested  to  extend  the 
.  Ben^te  of  ihe  Police  to  the  tvhole  Trade  of  the 
Miver.^^A  Proposition  for  raising  a  Fund  adequate 
4o  tUs  Object^  submitted  to  the  Trade  at  large. — A 
Bill  modelled  with  thjs  particular  fTew  : — I/s  lead^ 
ing  Objects  explained: — To  raise  a  Fund  of  lO^OOOl. 
by  a  small  Tonnage  Duty: — To  afford  Complete 
Protection,  by  means  of  Civil  Guards  disciplined  as  a 
regular  Body : — To  give   extension    to    the  Legal 
Powers  and  Penalties  of  the  Act  of  the  2  Geo.  lU. 
rap.  Q,8.^^77re  want  of  a  centre  of  Union  among 
the  Merchants^  assigned  as  a  reason  far  the  delays 
'which  have  prevented  the  Establishment  of  a  pro^ 
per  Police. ^"^The  utility  of  the  Bill  in  removing  the 
Barrier  to  future  Improvements. '^Reasons  assigned 
why  Docks  will  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  Po^ 
lice ;  and  why  Pillage  "to  a  great  extent  nmst  prevail 
if  no  Establishment  exist  to  frevetit  it  ."^-^-Exempli- 
fed  in  the  Case  of  the  Dock-yards^  the  East-India 
JVd rehouses^   and  the  Docks  and  Warehouses   at 
Liverpool  :''^Security  only  to  be  obtamed  by  an  oi^er^ 
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«u-Mf  Police.-— Tiu  Syttem  iii^tpemiat^  i 
with  or  XL-ilhout  Docks: — The  tame  Sermem  mat  la 
it  ptrfonned  in  aiy  other  way  at  en  equal  Exfeme. 
•^The  Commercial  Fund  limted  tQ  the  Bkter  and 
hand  Guards. — The  hfagistratat  &e.  to  be  fmi 
hyGovenmmt. — The  Principle  explained  t^eeiwhdt 
the  Table  of  Twmage  Dues  is  formed. — 71f  ad- 
vuntages  resulting  from  the  Protection  wUei  tin 
fund  ^-dl  iiffurd : — Arguments  offered  in  favee^  ef 
the  Sys/erti : — Doubts  suggested  •urhether  it  mUtfa- 
rate  at  all  as  a  Bnrthen  ou  tie  Trader — ^£ 
tim  of  the  Table  of  the  proposed  Taaaaf^  t 
A  permanent  and  energetic  Execution  if  the  % 
Police  Syslem  secured  by  th*  Biil^ — C 
Observatietu. 
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and  that  various  new  Legislative  Regulations  were 
indispensably  necessary,  to  enable  it  effectually  to 
restrain  the  multiplied  evils  which  were  discovered 
to  exist. 

This  deficiency  was,  in  some  degree,  counterba^- 
lanced  by  the  excessive  labour  bestowed  in  giving 
vigour  and  effect,  to  whatever  appeared  to  be  incom- 
plete in  respect  to  Legislative  Regulations,  and  the 
caution  and  circumspection  which  was  manifested 
wherever  difficulties  occurred,  counteracted,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  imperfections  and  the  deficient 
powers  which  might  otherways  have  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  object  which  was  to  be  attained,  in 
promoting  the  ends  of  Public  Justice. 

The  River  Police,  like  a  machine  imperfect  in  the 
construction,  required,  and  still  continues  to  require, 
that  unremitting  attention  and  dexterity  in  putting 
it  in  motion,  which  will  cease  to  be  necessary,  when 
reguhitcd  by  Legislative  Provisions,  adapted  to  the 
precise  purposes  of  meeting  the  various  evils  with 
effect; — checking  their  progress,  and  ultimately  pre- 
venting their  noxious  operation. 

It  was  evident,  that  the  Projectors  of  this  Plan 
were  to  be  chiefly  indebted  to  practical  experience, 
not  only  for  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  defi- 
ciencies ;  but  for  those  .lights  which  were  indispens- 
ably necessary,  to  improve  and  mature  the  System, 
so  as  to  render  it  permanently  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
mercial Body,  and  to  the  State. 

Impressed 


I 


33d 


TitsATi»  om 


lm]Vfi-6td  with  these  lentiinenti,  it  wunotm^ 
■li';r  iltL-  Iii|nc  uf  aix  months,  from  tbe  Qiintnencc- 
iiKiti  ut  itie  IiiMitiiuun,  thai  attempL^  were  niaJe  lo 
di^l  a  syatcin  ol'  LcguLitioit  applicable  lo  iu  im- 
pioTcment,  and  (or  ihe  purpose  ot'  tupptying  tfaoae 
deficicndcs  nhJcti  were  ibuod  to  opciWc  to  tbe  fn- 
judioc  o(  tlie  duigii. 

Duhui;;  this  interval  tbe  inoft  OHoute  atlentjoo  wn 
tieatowcd  oa  ihc  ciTcct  pioduced  by  the  nriouM  or- 
•angcmcnts,  for  tlic  porpose  of  prrventing  Criine^ 
and  also  in  developing  the  coufics  by  ithich  Justice 
appeared  lo  be  dcfea(ed«  or  Oticnce*  gencnued,  id 
oun^qtietice  of  the  impGrfccttons  of  the  Iaw. 

At  length,  by  means  of  every  aid  which  could  be 
derived    from  an  extensive    judicial   procedtl 
which  all  the  obstnicttont  to  tlic  full  attoiaiaeDt^ 
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tended  to  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port,  and  that 
a  permanent  Fund  should  be  raised  under  the  Au- 
thority of  Parliament  for  its  support. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  attend  to  the  gene- 
ral  interest  of'  this  Trade,  reiadily  acceded  to  the 
measure,  and  soon  after  a '  Proposal  was  drawn  up 
'^  for  raising  a  Fund  from  the  whole  Trade  of  the 
^'  Port  of  London,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Amount^ 
"  proportioned  upon  the  Tonnage,  according  to  the 
"  value  of  the  Goods  imported  and  exported,  and 
"  the  advantages  each  Branch  is  supposed  to  derive 
*^  from  the  Protection  afforded  by  the  Marine  Po- 
"  lice  Institution." 

This  Proposal,  with  various  explanatory  Observa- 
tions, was  transmitted  by  the  Chainnan  of  the  West- 
India  Committee,  to  the  Governors  and  Directors  of 
the  different  Chartered  Companies ;  and  .ilso  to  the 
Chairman  or  principal  Merchants  concerned  in  the 
other  Branches  of  Trade  to  the  Port  of  London,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Design  into  effect. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became  ncccL^sarv 
to  new-model  the  Bill, — to  introduce  the  financial 
j>art  of  the  System,  which  had  not  been  before  in  con- 
templation, and  to  adapt  the  various  provisions  to  the^ 
general  interest  of  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port. 

While  the  arrangements  of  this  System  of  Police 
extends  equal  security  to  every  species  of  Com- 
mercial Property,  the  management  of  the  Fund  re- 
mains exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  by   the  whole  Body  of  the   Merchants 
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thcuist-lvr*,  nrver  to  exceed  Tku  Tttmamd 
jtar,  and  with  fower  to  diminish  it  to  any  sum,  oa  a 
supposition,  that  hy  degreci  the  hriiiti  tad  monboT 
the  Libourers  and  Mariners  in  the  Ships,  Ve«el%  and 
Crsft  u[x)n  the  ^nxx,  inay  be  so  improved  n  id 
render  a  less  expensive  Guard  necessary. 

The  nicasiire  in  view  is  to  employ  this  Fund  in- 
rstcu^ivc  Guards  upon  the  Kivcr>  so  as  to  lupencde 
theneccsbitvul'tlie  nuincraus  inefficient  Watchmen 
at  prcwnt  employed,  at  a  very  eiionnous  and  certain 
expellee,  wliilc  the  IXprcdstions  which  bave  been 
eoinmiitcd  pruve  how  uncertain  and  donbdnl  tbe- 
advjiittipT^  are,  which  arise  from  this  very  dcBcicnt- 
byr-teni. 

The  olijcci  of  the  Bill  is  to  substitute  to  tlui 
scanty    and   incompetent    Guard,   a  welt-Kffaltted 


ther  stationary  on  the  Quays^  or  in  transit  upon  the 

River. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
extension  to  the  legal  Powers  and  Penalties  con-* 
tained  in  the  Aet  of  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  26.  (already  ex-^ 
plained)  on  the  one  hand  ;  while  on  the  other  it  pro- 
viiles  a  competent  Force,  adequate  in  point  of  Num- 
ben,  as  well  as  Funds,  to  accom[di8h  the  Preventive 
System  which  is  in  contemplation. 

In  the  framing  of  this  important  Bill,(/)  upon 
which  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  whether 
in  Docks  or  in  the  Rhery  will,  in  so  great  a  decree 
depend,  nothing  can  exceed  the  anxiety  and  care 
which  have  been  manifested  in  guarding  Innocence  from 
Oppressiofty  and  of  divesting  Power  of  the  Faculty  of 
Abitse. 

It  extends  to  every  object  calculated  to  form  a 
complete  System  of  Prevention  at  the  least  possible 
cxpence,  andftdly  provides  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London. 

The  utmost  attention  has  been  bestowed  in  anti« 
cipating  and  obviating  every  possible  objection  which 
could  be  urged  in  opposition  to  tvcry  single  Clause  : 
and  it  is  presumed  the  Bill  may  be  said,  with  justice, 
to  have  originated  in  the  purest  spirit  of  Patriotism, 
^nd  ihe  most  disinterested  desire  to  do  good,  since 
the  Promoter  of  the  whcrfc  of  the  Design,  docs  not 
contemplate  any  personal  advantage,  from  its  pass^ 
ing  into  a   law,    and  has  received   no  reward  but 

(/i  For  an  Abstract  ot'thc  Bill,  see  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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that  which  arisis  rroiii  the  consciouanesi  at  wiiJir 
iiip;  to  icii'li-Tiiii  essential  service  to  his  Countiy.^ 
However  nuicli  hi.^  may  regret,  that  the  avocitiQpi 
oftho>e  \\li'i.ii'c  more  tniinediutoty  interested  in  the 
benefits  \\!iii-!j  iv.ivc  iiri;>en,  ami  intut  unquestiODlIil? 
aii^e  tknn  llil<  urduutis  undertaking,  prevent  an  ao- 
c'liniu-  and  miiuite  investigation  of  the  real  advu- 
tii;;c-  wliirli  liuvc  been  obUiined,  he  consoles  himself 
with  the  linpi-.  tliat  tbe  period  ia  not  far  distant  when 
ill  tln't  iH-ci  (;t'  ilie  Svhtcm  il  will  be  manifest,  " tliat 
;l.-  C-,n:-\-riY  ,.■■../  AV;'<««f,  as  'JicU  ai  the  Puklic  M- 
:.r.j:.  ..,.,.■  iii.i/a  t,  h';s  Mujtsiys  S/oreSf  iavt  iaie- 
r.'rJ  /->  </'.' .  ;.v.'.7  i\r\fur  exeei-Jiiij^ aiiy  Estimate wikk 
i:.:i  /'iV  1 J  ,nntJ." 

Tiic  Lotultisiuiit  wliioh  have  been  made, standing 
as  they  do  on   xv.v  i;ii!iiiit;ilile  basis  of  Truth,  wiD 
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almost  all  the  evils  which  have  been  broueh  t  under 
the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Work. 

To  this  cause  perhaps,  is  also  to  be  ascribed,  the 
delays  which  have  occurred  in  obtaining  Dock?*,  and 
innumerable  obstructions  to  the  improvements  of  the 
Port,  and  the  general  benefit  of  its  Commerce  and 
Ke  venue. 

The  Bill  in  question  among  many  other  great  and 
incalculableadvantages  will,without  exciting  a  particle 
of  jealousy  by  conferring  power,  remove  this  Barrier 
to  useful  improvements.  The  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London,  from  being  heretofore  attended  to  by  no- 
body, will  have  efficient  Guardians,  with  power  only 
to  do  good,  and  without  the  faculty  of  doing  evil. 
Such  an  Institution  cannot  therefore,  be  too  highly 
appreciated  ;  but  perhaps  it  will  remain  for  Pos- 
terity to  discover  the  true  extent  and  value  of  the 
benefits  which   it  will  confer. 

It  has  been  argued  speciously,  that  Docks  will  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  a  Police;  but  reasons  equally 
conclusive  may  be  offered  v/hy  those  Establishments 
will  incsease  that  necessity.. 

Men  inured  to  a  course  of  Crimes,  are  not  to  be 
made  honest  by  increasing  the  conveniences  for 
shipping  and  discharging  Cargoes,  whatever  these 
accommodations  may  be. 

The  more  closely  they  are  connected,  and  the 
smaller  the  Jjounds  in  which  a  multitude  of  labour- 
ing People  are  collected,  the  greater  is  the  danger. 
It  is  impossible  to  lade  or  deliver  Cargoes,  or  to 

stow 


903  nuTif*  qir 

stow  or  ieptmt  MerobaniiiH  in  WinlidHt%iiii^ 
out  the  interveniioo  at  Uihouica ;  mad  eywHy  im- 
pncticable,  to  control  tbdr  unnily  pUHOH  tad'r*- 
psciouft desires,  while  ihui  eml^tqrad  by  thsitni- 
mon  measurea  of  Precautkm,  wbicb  can  I 
in  the  usual  course  of  busineak  The  i 
Watchmen,  on  such  occasions,  possess  no  a 
influence.  Their  power,  when  compued  with  ibat 
of  disciplined  Pdice  Officers,  opeiste*  iqiM  the 
minds  of  Delinquents,  in  the  same  manner  m  VM 
without  Weapons  of  Offence,  compared  wiA  m 
Army  of  Soldiers  properly  accoutred  lor  Wv.  Tb 
prevent  Crimes,  means  must  be  employed  Is  Wig 
constantly  under  the  view  of  the  Dolinqueais  tbtfav 
of  Detection  and  the  certainty  of  beingcoovByadlo 
I  Maf^istraie.     Tbiscfltct  belongs cxcluw-cly  to  the 


'  '  .  '-■'■. 

hctt^hisoaf^l  from  a  to SOOO;  tiwtff  ^ffawi In 
tile  hflA^it  ofcmiminin^GriiAefl^  iiiusi  iveceaMriljih'te 
admitted  ooMcancly  jnto^tbeio.  la  what  nAiiAM^.IVIlif 
tnultitfide  of  depmved  obamctiepB^  to-  bd  pdiiMilttid 
from  committing  Bxcesnes  ?  The  ¥unetioiiii'''ilf  ' Ae 
Dockmhster  have  no  relation  to  this  objeoty  nor^ofltd 
any  arrangement  be  could  make  for  prevontin^  4b^ 
orders  aiTail.     Unskilled  in  the  mode  of  Dctoe&Ni, 
and  incapable,  from  ocher  business-^from  ignorance 
of  the  Law,  or  from  timidity  %t  the  view-of  audacjoua 
Rapacity  and  OppoaiUon,  it  would  bo  imposmUe  ibr 
him  to  act  80  as  to  overawe  OfiaBders,  or  tp :  ^Sep 
them  within  bounds.    Whenever  multitudes  o^tie* 
praved  characters  are  collected  in  one  spotyDat^er  is 
ifnmediaiely  and  at  all  times  to  be  apprehended.  ,  The 
class  of  aquatic  Labourers  on  the  Thames  differ  firom 
all  others,  inasmuch  as  their  attention  is  coostantly 
directed  towards  Plunder,  and  the  means  of  proeiir* 
iog  and  concealing  it.   They  are  in  this  view  placHPg 
tbemsslves   constantly  in    direct  oppositionr  tp  the 
intentions  of  their  Employers,  wha  are.  perhaps^  at 
the  moment  unconscious  of  what  is  going  forward. 
Being  all  equally  desirous  of  obtaining  Plunder,  jtl^y 
zxt  of  course  disposed,  if  reastanoe  is.  o^ccssaryf  to 
support  one  another.    Wherever  masses  of  PiopOrty 
are  cdlected  together.  Crimes  will  ivcrcasa,  iMf)4i(A- 
bourers  will  commit  acts  of  Pillage.    It  ia  ii9ui4  to 
be  the  case  in  his  Majesty^s  Dock-^aird^ ^  v(icre  the 
Labourers  are  much  mcHOMlcctibai^tbey  fA9:pQssi« 
bly  be  in  Commercial  Docks.     It  is  even  known  to 

exist 
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these  guards  must  be  trained  to  this  partiaular  duty, 
and  kept  pure  by  checks^  to  be  established  under  the 
control  of  a  vigilant  magistracy.  If  not — they  will 
be  of  little  use. 

It  is  the  dread  of  the  existing  power  of  immediate 
detection,  and  the  certainty  of  punishment  as  the 
consequence  of  this  detection,  that  restrains  men  of 
loose  morals  from  the  commission  of  offences.  Ex- 
jx^rience  has  shown  how  inadequate  common  Watch- 
men arc  to  excite  such  impressions,  and  how  power- 
fully they  have  operated  in  cases  where  Officers  of 
Police  stood  in  the  same  situation.(^'^)  This  truth 
cannot  be  too'forcibly,'or  too  frequently  impressed 
upon  the  mind,  wherever  arrangements  are  to  be 

(g)  The  Marine  Police,  as  recently  exemplified,  may  be  consider. 
ed  as  quite  a  new  Science,  not  yet  perfectly  understood.  It  ope- 
rates as  a  restraint  of  the  most  powerful  kind  upon  classes  of  de- 
linquents, who  would  be  restrained  by  no  other  means.  To  the  System 
of  vigilance  which  has  overawed  the  Criminal  actions  of  Labourers 
upon  the  River,  joined  to  the  imminent  danger  of  detection,  is  to 
be  attributed  the  general  success  of  the  design.  Wherever  this 
fpecics  of  Police  attaches,  good  order  and  security  will  prevail  even 
among  the  most  depraved  and  ferocious  in  cItU  society.  Where  it 
docs  not,  confussion,  irregularity  and  crimes  must  be  expected. 
Wherever  great  bodies  of  aquatic  labourers  are  collected  together^ 
the  risque  of  danger  from  turbulent  behaviour,  will  be  greater,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  depraved  characters  who  are  collected 
together  in  one  spot ;  and  hence  it  follows,  that  mischief  may  be 
more  easily  hatched  in  Docks  than  on  the  River.  A  Police  only 
can  counteract  this ;  and  to  the  same  preventive  system  will  the 
Commerce  of  the  Port  be  indebted  for  securing  both  the  Docks  and 
the  Pool  from  conflagration.  In  fme,  uikler  every  circumstance 
where  property  is  exposed,  a  preventive  Police  must  be  resorted  to  in 
order  to  be  secure. 

formed. 
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formed  far  destroying  the  CiiliX  I 

which  the  trnnltuil  increoM  of  ( 

while  no  Polirc  exiited  Co  cot  (fewn  Ibe  madfeps 

exubcrdnri\s  which  grew  up  as  property  mCRHBij 

Hpptn^  (he  roiindBtirm  of  alt  mofali^  and  anmyii^ 

the  mdufitriom  and  immcent  port  ef  the  Gm- 

munity. 

These  evil  propensities  and  noxions  qiMTnira  m 
the  homan  mind  in  a  state  of  deprantj,  aFCMt  fo 
be  reraoTcd  hy  ica/h,  within  which  evil  ioin  mast 
be  admitted  ;  neither  will  leeb  nor  Imrs  avaU,  wfaen 
iiidiscriniinatc  multitudes  are  to  be  eoogregjiMl  -ia 
one  spot.  Restraints  are  only  to  be  eflccied  hf  fte 
strong  ami  o\-erawing  hand  of  power,  constantly  ix- 
hibited  in  the  view  of  those  who  contempbuu  die 
commission   of  crimen,  more  especially  wften:  Ae 


A  general  Folicc  tberefore^  aided  by  air  improved 
Xcgislaiive  Sjrstenrij  such  as  has  been  elready  ex- 
plained, will  be  found  indispensably  necessary  under 
all  circumstances^  even  if  all  the  Docks  which  have 
been  in  contemplation  were  carried  into  execution^ 
It  is  by  such  means  only  that  disorders  are  to  be  re- 
pressed, good  order  maintained,  and  conflagratiom 
prevented. 

Detachments  of  Police  Guards,  can  be  furnished 
at  a  less  expence  to  protect  Merchandise  locally 
situated,  than  the  same  service  can  be  performed  in 
any  other  way  ;  with  this  great  additional  advantage, 
that  while  these  Guards  secure  the  Property  of  In- 
dividuals, and  the  Revenue  of  the  State  from  waste 
and  spoliation,  they  repress  and  prevent  tumults  and 
maintain  good  order. 

A  general  System  of  Police  therefore,  applicable 
to  every  part  of  the  River,  and  to  every  Dock  and 
Landing-place,  would  seem  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary; while,  on  the  score  of  expence,  it  would  be 
found  infinitely  more  ceconomical  than  any  other 
niode  that  could  be  adopted  ;  and  when  the  proposed 
actual  burden  upon  the  Trade  and  Shipping  is 
known  to  be  limited  to  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a 
yiary  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  extended,  althotigh 
It  may  be  reduced  to  zny  turn ;  and  when  it  19 
also  considered  that  the  whole  is  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Conmercial  C^mmisskners  cJnsm  by  the  Trade 
of  iarge,  to  the  expence  of  the  River  Guards, 
without  any  appropriation  for  remunerating  Magis- 
trates 
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at  large  shall  deem  fit^  before  the  Bill  passes  into  a 
law,)  the  judgment  exercised  has  been  without  bias, 
and  with  an  imn.ediate  view  to  the  relative  interests 
of  all  who  are  to  contribute  to  this  fund,  which  is 
explained  in  the  following 

PROPOSAL, 

For  raiun^j  a  fund  appH cable  to   Police  purpofes^  calculated  on  tht  Im» 

portatioti  and  Exportation  of  the  Port  of  London^  for  ike  year  ending 

January  5,  1798,   according  to  the  value  of  the  Goodi  imported  and 

exported^  audio  thf  advantages  each  branch  of  Trade  is  supposed  to 

iltiive  from  the  protection  afforded. 


i<fiCcifiC»tion  of  different!   Vahic  of 
l'radc&.  ,  Iiii{)orts. 


Fast  In'.li^\s I   r),^.-^.'_,oo: 

\Vc5t  Iiulici I   7, 118,00c 


Brit.  Aiiicriv:aii  C('lenic^| 
Africa  and  the  Cape  .  .' 
Southern  Fi>hLTy  .  .  J 
Grcfnland  Fishery  .  .i 
L'nitcd  States  of  America, 
Mediterranean  &  Turkey 

Spain 

Portugal 

France 

Austrian  Flanders  .  .   . 

HoUand 

Germany 

Pru:isia 

Poland 

Sweden 

Denmark  and  Norway   . 

Rusbia 

Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c.  . 

Ireland 

Coasting  Trade   .... 
Coal  Trade 


.^9 1,00c 

82,00c 

250,90: 

64,00c 

1,517,000 

390,000 

7''6,D00 

414,00c 

i6,ooc 

2 1,00c 

67.^,000 

2,65S,ooc 

2  2  1,000 

207,00c 

1  >.>,ooo 

9S.OOC 

i,5<i5,coc 

2ly,00C 

i,8-9,occ 
4,1  CO, 000 

J,-wO,OCD 


30,9;  3, 00c 


Value  of 
Exports. 


•5,958,000 
3, 89  s, 00 
1,347,000 
449,000 

[54] 


3,899,000 
1 19,000 

171,000 
439,00c 

860,CDC 
I  I  o ,  C/CC 

i,5j8,ooc 

8,014,00c 

2 1 1 ,00c 

35»ooc 

169,000 

7 1 1 ,00c 

452,00c 

83,000 

660,000 


10,00.' 


TotalvalucI 

of  iniportslNo.  of 

andex|K)ircs  Ships. 


10,502,00c 

11,013,000 

1,6*38,000 

531,000 

250,000 

64,000 

5,416,000 

509,000 

94:',ooo 

853,000 

876,000 

139,000 

2,21 1,000 

I0,6''2,000 

432,000 
243. oco 

8c6,cco! 

2,017,000 

302,000" 

2,539,000' 
0/00,  oco 

1, -10,000 


346 

OS 
I 

29 

l6 

140 

7^ 
121 

iPo 
66 

60  >i 

6y 

1:^9 

202 

230 

46 

2';  6 
6,5001 
.,,6:6! 


Tons. 


41,466 

101,484 

13,986 

7,401 

4>769 
32,213 

i4»"57 
16,509 

27,670 

5.573 
5,104 

19,166 
37.647 

56.955 
17,210 

14,2524 

48,469 

56,131 

S'344 
3i.^M 

5r»").OO0 
656,000 


7 


I 


9,.''v•,"^,o:^:■'0o.;»n,O'JO  !.■?,  t  i4'i,--9,;2jj 


• 
10 

Total 

a 

Tomi^ge 

Duet. 

d. 

C 

6 

1036 

6 

*537 

5 

293 

4 

7* 

2 

62 

1 

20 

670 

4 

245 

4 

•  vs 

^ 

* 

345 

4 

97 

1 

4i 

1 

159 

S 

7»4 

's 

355 

2 

143 

3 

178 

2 

404 

3 

700 

2 

44 

2 

^ 

5«3 

\ 

6S3 

i 

i: ,:  :::• 

J 



Of  this  aggregate  I  or  thrcc-slxthi  '.s  j^ropofM  to  be  railed  <■.•;  I -.r. ports 

^  or  two-sixths «  ::  F.\Sv'r:s 

one-sixth c:;  Shippii;)} 
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Ji) 

\ 
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WlMn  the  iinmcnse  proper^  which  ia  loJie  pn^ 
tected  is  taken  into  coraideiatioD.  MtiiBMBd  i> 
cording  to  the  fur^cnng  Table,  to  mnaaai  to 
upwards  of  Sixty  Millions   a  year,  contained  ia 

above  three  Million  of  Packages,  all  ntlgected,  man 
or  less,  to  the  risque  of  Pillage,  the  sum  pnyosed  u» 
be  raised  to  attain  so  great  a  purpose,  aa  the  prcacr- 
vatioii  of  half  a  Million  sterling,  which  is  Tft'"f*M 
to  lia\'e  hern  plundered  annually,  can  certainly  be  no 
object. — Upon  suchan  extensive  scaIeDfCominena,tt 
is  scaa'cly  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  To  use  a  comniefQal 
metaphor.  It  is  employing  money  where  the  yearij 
return  (exclusive  of  the  West-India  Trade)  wiO 
amount  tu  25001.  per  cent.  But  it  is  even  doublfiil 
when  the  present  expcnce  of  watching  is  taken  iota 
the  acaiuni,  whether  it  will  cost  the  Treda  a  sii^ 
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shipper  or  impaher  according  to  the  Tons  of  Goods, 
which  may  cither  be  exported  or  landed  according  to 
the  rate  specified  in  the  Table,  deducting  thcrefnnn 
one-siKth  part  which  falls  upon  the  Ship.-^While 
iiuich  consideration  has  been  bestowed  in  framing  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  relate  to  this  object,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  trouble  ;  nothing  can  exceed  in  point 
of  anxiety,  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  guard 
both  the  shippers  and  importers  against  fiwids  in 
proix>riioning  the  charge,  so  that  no  greater  expence 
than  the  hona  fide  Tonnage  shall  fail  upon  the  Mcr« 
chants,  which  will  be  found  in  its  innumerable  wb* 
divisions,  to  be  a  very  trifling  burden  to  the  varioas 
classes  of  Importers  and  Exporters,  who  are  to  benefit 
so  essentially  by  the  very  useful  application  of  this 
inconsiderable  sum  of  money. 

Were  its  benefits  to  extend  no  farther  than  to 
restrain  and  keep  within  bounds,  the  evil  habits  and 
unprincipled  dispositions  of  nautical  labourers,  atxl 
to  guard  the  Shipping  and  the  Port  against  accidents 
by  fire  or  by  tempestuous  weather  in  the  night,  it 
would,  to  attain  such  objects,  become  a  cheap  pur- 
chase ;  but  when  it  has  been  seen  in  this,  and  the 
preceding  Chapters,  that  it  is  intended  and  ex- 
j)c<'ted,  to  compass  the  great  object  of  renovstttng  the 
relaxed  morals  of  the  lower  classes  who  laLoui:  on  tlie 
Itiver,  and  to  secure  the  vast  floating  Property  from 
pillage  and  depredation  ;  candour  must  admit,  that 
even  ten  times  the  proposed  sum  would  uol  be  too 

high 
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high  a  price  for  the  benefits  which  are  contemplated, 
and  which  will,  most  assuredly,  result  from  the  ««- 
teiHf  if  the  Bill,  which  han  alrcsHv  been  brought 
under  ihe  review  of  the  Rca-Jer,  shall  pass  into  a 
law. 

Under  this  mild  t\nd  appropriate  system  of  Ir^sla- 
tion,  in  framing  which  every  aid  that  coiiM  be  de- 
rived from  labour  ami  experience,  has  been  oxhaitstcd 
to  render  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  there  will  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  relaxation  of  the  energy  of 
the  system.  In  whatever  hand(>  the  superintending 
execution  may  be  placed,  if  must  retain  ils  vigour 
and  preserve  its  utilitj'.  To  secure  this  essential 
point,  without  which,  many  of  the  best  institutions 
moulder  into  sinecures,  the  powers  of  the  mind  have 
been  anxiously  employed  in  establishing  checks, 
which  cannot  fail  to  secure  a  permanent  energetic 
executioD.fi')  To  the  Commercial  body,  therefore, 
who  trade  to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  this  Bill 
will  prove  a  treasure  which  can  never  be  sufficiently 

(i)  The  uninlerrepted  energy  of  the  system  is  secured  by  the 
power  vested  in  the  Commissioners,  who  manage  the  Police  fand, 
to  with-hold  supplies,  in  case  ihey  are  not  satisfied  with  the  proj'cr 
condnct  of  those  in  the  immediate  management,  or  u'ith  respect  to 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  Police  in  general,  in  secunng 
Commercial  Property  against  depredations. 

Ilie  checks  thus  established,  eannC  fail  to  secure  a  permanent 
aodoDCeasing  attention  to  the  means  of  sujiporling  the  system  in 
itt  full  rigour.  Since  the  subsbtence  of  those  engaged  in  the  cxt- 
aition,  will  d^nd  on  the  energy  ibcy  ilispUy,  and  the  good 
cfiecti  which  it  produces, 

2  esunlatcd 
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estimated.  The  good  cfiects  which  it  will  produce, 
will  develope  themselves  every  year  in  the  removal 
of  evils  and  pressures,  in  a  manner  hitherto  conceived 
impracticable,  because  the  labour  of  previous  inves- 
tigation was  Herculean,  and  such  as  was  not  likely 
to  be  undertaken. 

The  ground,  however,  has  been  at  length  cleared. 
The  evils  have  been  brought  within  a  focus  capable 
of  being  contemplated,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
detail.  Their  extent  and  magnitude  have  been  finally 
understood,  and  such  remedies  have  been  suggested, 
as,  when  fairly  applied,  will  unquestionably  be  suc- 
cessful, if  the  System  of  Legislation  which  has  been 
proposed  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
An  explanation  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  salutary  measure,  together  with  a  summary 
view  of  the  proposed  Bill,  will  form  the  subject  of 
the  succeeding  Chapter. 


T  CHAP. 
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:;\'.  •i;-.;;'.;./.  ;'':  i'.v;-.".ir.'.'.;'  the  Jfjigr.s  cf 
..'),;-.':.;  ^'■(f/y'.-i,  linJ  pti-tiiihig  DfpreJatKns 
■  /:..^t.  '/■(..:•-'.  JI\i'^H: :«!-!,  z^t.—The sentrHj 
;  : ..-a  :.■;/:  f;,.v.;  /: ."i  ihi  Ihj':gn  hjvmg  iti 
!L;:::-!  ,-.  .;•;  .■■.,'•::■;,/  L.^ahtrce  System  ij 
\-  '}:.■■:■  •■.\,  »..-.:.:.•  M.r-!sf'£tjs   armeJ  '.in'ii 
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Although  it  must  be  evident  from  what  has  been 
already  stated,  that  the  completion  of  the  System  of 
Police  hf  the  River  Thames,  by  placing  it  on 
the  Jlrm  basis  of  Legislative  Auth&rltyj  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port,  yet  it  may  be  of  importance,  with  a  view  to 
the  further  elucidation  of  this  branch  of  the  Subject, 
to  give  the  following  summary  detail  and  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  these  advantages,  as  resulting 
from  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  with  respect  to 
the  River  Police ;  and  from  '  the  measures  and 
arrangments  which  will  be  grounded  on  the  Legisla- 
tive and  pecuniary  energy,  which  will  thus  be  created 
and  rendered  effective. 

The  leading  objects  of  the  Thames  Police  Bill, 
which  have  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Government  by  the  General  G)mmittee  of  Mer- 
chants, are  these  following  : — 

I.  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo.  IIL 
Cap.  53 .  (commonly  called  the  Police  Act,)  90  fiir  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  Special  Justices,  to  sit  at  2  Public 
Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  Ncvr-Stairs,  and  to  conduct 
and  superintend  the  System  of  the  Thames  Police ;  with 
power  to  the  Judicial  Clerks  to  receive  tiie  established  legal 
Fees,  and  to  pay  the  same,  together  with  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, into  the  hands  of  a  General  Receiver,  towards  a 
Fund  for  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  general  Sjstemy 
calltd  the  Office  Fund. 

m 
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II.  Tu  vnhoiLX  ilie  SpccUI  Jinuco,  nomuuted  by  Ifit 
Majestj,  u  ipiKiini  tnd  diunUA  O^r-CkMitaibs,  Jiit*r- 
SufWjH-i  an4  iktir  Watimun,  Ship-CniftaHn  amj  !^U^ 
G»arit\  and  aim  \o  empower  the  Lord  Ma^or  of  Lot 
Mid  the  Matter,  Winlcm,  and  A&iiunti  of  tht  Tmili 
Coqwntkoo.  to  dtunm  any  of  ihrae  Officers  on  my 
grounded  chatg:  Mi  Miibehaviout.  Thctr  MXbority  ^ 
ta  as  CmuuMcj,  il>  be  limiiol  uj  tlic  jurHdktwa  of  llw 
Spccul  Juitka.  anJ  m  no  cue  to  extend  to  die  City  of 


HI.  To  ^K  ptmcr  tn  CommiBlontn,  choKn  by  ani  Rfit>- 
acDCing  iweniy-ctgbt  diScrcnt  Trading  Bodies  in  the  Pun  vi, 
l^odui),  to  U]r  ;i  liroiud  AsKSuncnt  on  Trade,  to  h| 
dciM>ini[iaicd  Tb*  Thamu  PtUte  CuarJ t'lutii,  to  be  iaaDlh| 
Tonii3gc  duuc5((ij  ihc  am<xiiu  of  which.Uat  do  toiK'^^ 
exceed  Ten  Thousand  Poimdt  4  yiaut  atui  whtcfa  my 
nduccil  ai  Ihc  duCretion  uf  tbc  Cammisnnnen, 
10  ihe  cxigcncic*  irf  die  cac — The  Oimmts^imen  ta 
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but  with  power  to  the  King  in  Council  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  Treasury  Board,  or  the 
Board  of  Customs,  to  annul  such  regulations. 

IV.  To  give  power,  to  the  Thames-Police  Commission* 
ers,  and  the  Special  Justices,  to  grant  an  annual  Licence  at 
their  discretion,  as  in  the  case  of  Ale*hou5cs,  to  Master 
Lumpers,  without  which  they  cannot  exercise  their  profes- 
sion as  ContractorSi  for  Lading  or  Discharging  Vessels  in 
the  River  Thames :  (^  Licence  duty  to  be  jT.  lo  a  year,  and 
to  make  a  part  of  the  Office  Fund. 

V.To 

(/)  The  proposed  measure  of  allowing  no  penon  to  lade  or  dis- 
charge  Vessels,  who  has  not  been  previonsly  licensed  and  approved 
by  the  Commissioners  and  Magistrates,  is  a  most  useful  regulation, 
which  cannot  fail  to  operate  powerfully  in  reforming  the  criminal 
habits,  both  of  the  Master  Lumpers  and  the  men  they  employ. 
This  important  trust  will  be  commi:ted  only  to  men  of  approved 
characters,  who  will  feel  a  certain  responsibility  ;  and  die  fear  of 
losing  their  Licence  in  consequence  of  complaints,  on  account  of 
inattention  or  neglect,  wiil  render  them  infinitely  more  alert, 
cautious,  and  attentive,  than  they  have  heretofore  been.  Under 
this  regulation  the  best  men  will  be  selected,  who  will  subject 
themselves  to  certain  rules  beneficial  to  the  Trade,  and  to  thi 
security  of  Ships*  Stores  and  Cargoes  against  Plunder. — When  th* 
War  18  over,  it  will  be  a  suitable  provision  for  Masters,  Mates, 
and  other  Officers,  who  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of  their 
Country. — At  present  there  are  about 

120  Master  Lumpers  in  the  West-India  and  other  Trades^ 
lO  do.  in  the  East- India  Trade. 

7  do.  in  the  East-Country  Trade 

25  called  Undertakers,  in  the  Coal  Trade,       *  , 


Total    •    162 


Of  these,  some  are  very  exceptionable  characters,  and  not  a  few 
of  them  are  Publicans,  who  have  little  or  no  knowlcugc  thi-*m» 

sehts 


:t  ■!.:  :l;  !■:  r)ir  ^fJ$tCT  I.HinpcT5.  -.a 
.:..:M;.c-kn,r-Ih.n..*.  1>  Kce 
.:  M  '-!  £ac!i,  ^ti.(  rionvtt:  ami  a 
:,.;-J  -in  ti: '^ •  who  \vf>iL  Mi:f,i:iJi 


'    -"IT' 


,  i-j.-.-.t  '11  >:.ijT.  uja;-!  liii.-harg'^. 
■.'!■■■  'ir;  ■iMiii  'JVi:n:,  at  ihi  in- 
■  i    •  ■  _-,■..■•. I.T the  rr.:r.-f.oaoft:.c 

:.  t  r-i,  ■ .;...!  it  vw:!,  MjMtt  I.i.ni- 
1  ,  I-,  li-r  1..1  i'lirpos'-  ct  a5\-cil,ii;.i:i^ 
1..  ,'.j;;i!iit:i:T,  ^nd  thcii.l>y  pmcmiiig 

n:  aiiv  ni  pt  non  TcCDiniiicndeil  by  i 
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porsi  Coopers*  &c.— To  search  Lighters  navigating  at  un- 
seasonable hours,  and  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

MI.  A  Power  to  Thames-Police  Constables  (similar  to  what 
is  given  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  &c.)  of  Seizure  and  priest  on 
view,  in  respect  of  Goods  clandestinely  taken  from  Shifs, 
Boats,  Landing-places,  and  Wareliouaes. 

VI  n.  Ship-masters  to  keep  fastened  up  all  the  avenues  to  the 
Hold  of  the  Ship  but  one,  and  that  too  when  Goods  are .  not 
discharging : — Power  to  search  Working  Lun^iers* 

I X.  Master  Lumpers  bound  under  a  Penalty  to  search  Work* 
ing  Lumpers,  besides  being  responsible  fixr  specific  losses* 

X.  Powers  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  Lord  Mayor  andl 
Aldermen  of  London  ;  the  Special  Justices  of  the  Thattnes 
Police ;  and  all  other  Justices  having  jurisdiction  whetcj  the 
Offences  may  be  committed,  being  within  the  limits  oT  the 
River  Thames,  and  the  Cities  and  Counties  adjacent  thereto. 

-^Namely : — 

To  inflict  slight  Penalties  by  summary  Procedure  on  circnin- 
stantial  Evidence,  aided  by  the  Examination  of  the  Delinquent, 
(as  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  and  sl|||en.metal  act  where,  on 
regular  Proof,  it  would  be  Felony ;)— and  to  attach  upon  the 
Practice  of  Depredation,  in  such  suges  of  itt  progress  as  arc  pie- 
vious,  or  subsequent  to  the  Felonious  Act :— To  grant  Warrants 
to  search,  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  supposed  Receiven^  and 'in 
Default  of  regular  Proof,  the  Offence  punishable  as  a  Milde« 
mcanor: — To  trace  suspected  Goods  through  any  number  of 
Hands : — The  Penal  Ofiences  cognizable  in  a  summary  u'ay  are 
these  following —  , .  t 

I  St.  Lumpers  convicted  of  quitting  Work  unlawfully  ma/  l)c 
punished  as  other  Labourers  under  the  Act  6  Geo.  III.  cap/a^* 

2d,  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  register  their  Names » ivs 

3d.  Matter  Lumpers  convicted  of  ncglcctJng  to  sHtrch  Wofkjog 

l^umpcrs. 

4th.  Labourers 
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41I!.  Ijlmartn  ai:J  oihisn  convjcte,!  of  wilfully  injuring  Paekigc;, 
aii-l  K-ftirg  oi;(  ih-,-ir  CoiiiciiK,  for  the  piirjxwe  of  profiting  bv 

llltWa::.-- 

j!!i.  i'lT'o-t  iii'/ktrj  of  bavins;  Jigi^cTS  BladJers  wiih  notki, 

&.-.  t(  :.ii-,.!t.!  i-it  tile  jiurpow  of.irswing  off  Liquon. 
(.'.h.   IV:  ,:,   1  .:.vi( !  >]  nf  thmu'iiigGiM'ijiwcrhturd  when  pun-jeJ, 


71I1.  l'i.r-ii-.'v-u,u-J  oifjbricj 


3r..l^cBillJof?a^«Il  toeow 


j::h.   IVrv-.;i 
()Jicr.J,;', 


^iii-.l  of  nit  stripping   su'}<tled   Goodlind  the 
o*-rta  for  SiU. 


9tl),  liijoiv  i4.i,vii.icil  of  liaviiig  GnoJs  in  tlivir  posMwion,  sn. 
I  ivii-.i  t.i  I'Ti  pi'c  part  of  ihe  Cjrg<)  or  ^?:itc:ri;■lt  of  nay  Slip 
<'t  \  i'~:ii  ill  i-i'  Ki^L'r  'J'iiimM,  anii  not  giving  an  account  to  tht 
:;.;i;..riiL.!i  <'i  i\;r  J'.i'ticc,  how  liny  wcrt  obiuired. 

icih.  I'Ltini:.  .0!\i  u-.l  of  t.' frying,  or  viSting  to  be  curifJ, 
L'l  .iS  t.-oai  .^.'.ips  A-.' t!:L-nviic   ihii    ia    tl'.t-  rrgjlar  course  ol' 
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«*ii-Misdeiiieanor9  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  ivhich  are  trafisr 
portable  Offences  for  Fourteen  Years,  to  be  deemed  Felonies^ 
that  the  Procedure  may  be  prompt  as  in  Felonies,  instead  qf 
dilatory  as  in  Misdemeanors. 

XII.  The  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London,  seciu^l  by  spe* 
cific  Clauses. 

The  advantage,  restilting  from  a  System  of  Legls^ 
lation,  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  great  object  of  re-» 
novating  the  morals  of  the  Labouring  Classes  on 
the  River  Thames,  aided  by  pecuniary  energy,  and 
by  powers  calculated,  more  to  counteract  tbeDesigns 
of  evil-disposed  persons  by  embarrassing  them  at  all 
points,  than  to  punish,  may  be  anticipated  ;  and  its 
effect  will  be  the  prevention  of  Depredations,  not 
only  on  the  River,  Quays,  and  Warehouses,  but  in 
all  situations  where  they  were  formerly  committed. 

Upon  this  basis  will  of  course  be  erected  an  im- 
proved System  of  Police  (Economy,  in  which  will  be 
combined  every  thing  that  can  tend  to  give  utility 
and  effect  to  the  Design. 

In  the  Judicial  Department,  the  best  possible  ar- 
rangements will  of  course  be  made,  that  Public  Jus- 
tice may  be  administered  without  interruption,  and 
as  heretofore,  with  purity,  caution  and  regularity. 

The  Magistrates  thus  assisted  by  apposite  Powers, 
will  not  only  feci  confident  in  the  execution  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them,  but  will  experience  an  addi- 
tional degree  of  satisfaction,  in  prosecuting  the  la- 
bours which  their  duty  imposes. 

Placed 
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ifhority  on  certain  and 

■:•— y  tn  arc-omplish  ths 
. iiw,  will  o[)cr3tc  upon 
.ij  :i  strnnp  f-iiinulus  to 
:-.  1  V-  'rrvrii.'.ss  to  cvcrv 


•  I..:  '.  i.  :  i:..!  ■  n  iil  !il'  £ " ':r;t' Ix  incrfaWif, 
;.,  T  ■:.'.  :■  il.-  ii  i  (>ni[rruit  (o  guarii  vvsiy 
;^  :  ■  ;;■,  i  !i>;n  ll.-.-  ]\\v  i,  ti  embarrass  criiiiiiial 
^  ,  '.ii-  ;;..:!■;:  i..  >:uitii  I-:'.|KTty;  and  to  rtn- 
.■-  ir,:-.lL-  .  f  i:.;.;L;t:  lOfi  liaz.irui)u:»  ami  uiijirolit- 

.^  K  Mr  i'.i".  :(.->v,[I,  iii  like  manner,  be  soaiig- 
(.il  ;•■  Hi  ri-..\r  ll.tir  .Siirvi-\>  (.■fti-ctiial  in  every 
«..t    :;i..-    K;,ir,    iVo:;!   V.  ^.i-tiniiistcr    Bridge    to 


an  cRiinieiit  degree;  td  the  fendral  benefiti^iMidb-- 
not  6U  to  result  from  the  ooflVkmeA  dfomr^f iMMnof 
enlightened  minds^  hsewmg  m  eibjeet  fai  "tkmtMtSf^ 
Public  good.  Under  this  Rn^Otic  fAHiMIMiify  fki 
Powers  granted  them  to  niilce  Oidlifeunfcen  afHt'%f^ 
laws  must  be  employed  for  the  most  usefiiit  |M& 
poses. 

In  the  compkie  Formation  therefore^  of  this  impor- 
tant Design^  may  be  reasonably  expected  every  be- 
nefit to  the  Individual  and  the  Public,  which  can  vo^ 
suit  from  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property^  this 
preservation  of  his  Majesty's  Stores^  the  Incnane 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  the  general  im<» 
provement  in  the  morals  of  a  vast  Body  of  People: 
returning  at  least  fifty  fold,  on  the  pecuniary  sacrifice, 
which  is  proposed : — while  an  important  example  is 
thus  held  out  to  every  other  great  Commercial  Port 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  to  his  Majesty's  Dock* 
yards  and  other  Repositories^  exhibiting  and  demon- 
strating, by  what  means  the  same  benefits  may  be 
extended  generally,  wherever  Depredations,  Embez- 
zlements, or  Frauds,  have  been  found  to  prevail* 

These  elucidations  of  a  most  important  subject, 
St  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  will  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

The  Fabric  being  thus  raised,  and  all  difficulties 
femoved,  which  depended  on  Labour,  Investigatioo^ 
and  Legislative  Arrangements,  it  remains  now  finr 
Jiis  Majesty's  Ministers  and  ihe  Comoieicial  Body  to 
laj  the  Kp'rtom  fffthi  Dtmgiu 

In 
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In  nccompli'ihin^  this  object,  they  will  have  the 
triumph  and  satislaction  of  having  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  dtjrrcc,  to  tlic  Improvement  of  Morals,  ami 
the  Prevention  of  Crimes,  and  ihey  will  desen*e 
the  'J'haiiks  uf  the  Nation,  and  the  Gratitude  of 
Postcritv. 
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CHAP.    X. 

Cmeral  Staieynent  of  the  'Uarious  jiutigriiuSy  entitled 
io  exercise  Jurisdiction  on  or  near  the  River  Thames. 
— 1st.  The  Kifjg.-^^d.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  Cor^ 
f  oration  of  London^  as  Conservators  of  the  River, 
&c. — 3d.  The  Corporation  of  the  Trinitj-hoMse^ — 
4th.  The  IVest'lndia  Dock  Company. — 5th.  The 
Boards  of  Custom  and  Excise. — Qth.  The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  as  Magistrates,  and  the  other 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  several  Counties  and^ 
Cities  on^  and  near  the  River ;  in  taking  cognizance 
of  Offences  punishable  hy  the  Statute  Law  of  this 
Kingdom. — The  power  of  the  Crown  considered  se^ 
purutely, — Most  of  lis  Rights  in  the  River  Thames, 
grant td  to  the  Corporation  of  London  hy  various 
Charters,  a?id  confirmed  hy  Acts  of  Parliament.'^ 
The  inconvenieru:e  attending  such  grants. — TTie 
privilege  of  Mooring-  Chains  reserved  hy  the  Crown. 
— The  Grantee  thereof  co77ipelled  to  sell  his  interest 
hy  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  ll\.{n)—The  pro- 
visions  of  the  Act  on  that  subject  explained. — The 
Toimage  Duties  granted  to  the  Crown  hy  that  Act, 
and  their  application  also  detailed  and  explahied. 

[ft)  Cap.  \xi\  o£  the  Series  o£  fuhlic  local-an  J  fersofiai  jicts;  whick 
arc  distinguished,  in  the  quarto  edition  of  the  Statutes^  by  being 
placed  after  i\it public  general  Acts  ;  and,  in  citationj  by  the  Chap- 
ters being  thus  marked  by  Ronui  numerals. 

Having 
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XlAvixc  r.iT.v  C''i;;'l 'ifl  t!iO  varioui?  details  rc- 
f![>L'»tiiij-  t:K'!:,-i.:  :.■.;]  i  r..,;if-i-i  fif  ihc  Coinincrcc  of 
tlic  Kiv.  r  T:..,KU'-i  ■,--:l;-.-  .1  -[ircljiiijiis  to  which  that 
Omii;:  Ti  ■  !■  Ivi'i'f;  ;iiiil  thr  IVvfiitivi*  System  of 
Poliii- jlj^'i;'!}  L\i-l:;i_i,%  ;iiiil  [Tcposcil,  in  future,  to 
be  ciil.ir^j'.'il,  f'lr  till.'  I'Uiu-i'ii  m  a;ul  security  of  the 
immeii'.c  iii:i-<  (if  tli^ati:-.^:,^  |>r'ipiT:y  ;  the  Author 
cuiHcivv'.-,  il.:tt  it  nui*l  I)t'coiii.-'  a  nritter  of  great 
curio-i;y  ;ui!  iiitrrcst,  witli  every  Reader,  to  (earn 
under  ^^  li.it  pnwcrs  and  authnritlcs  the  whoU*  of  so 
extensive:  :i  S)-tciii  liai  been,  and  Ls  to  be,  ronductcd 
and  r(.'gul.'it(.''i. 

All  iiiVL-iigation  uf  iliii  naiiirr  i\ir;:iot  fail  also  to 
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and  the  Fort^  by  means  of  a  clear  and  comprebensii/^ 
view  of  its  existing  Regulations. 

Six  distinct  authorities  may  now  be  said  to  exist, 
all  of  them  exercising,  or  about  to  exercise^  certain 
Powers  and  Jurisdictions  with  respect  to  the  River 
Thames ;  and  forming  together  the  general  Police  of 
this  great  Com mercial  Port. 

L  His  Majesty,  as  Lord  of  the  soil  of  the  River, 
has  exercised  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  mooring- 
chains;  by  grants  to  individuab,  and  also  by  the 
Tight  exercised  €£  fixing  Mooring  Chains  in  the 
River,  for  Ships  of  War.  His  Majesty  in  ponncil^ 
appears  also  to  have  exercised  a  certain  jtirisActiaa 
respecting  the  birthing  or  pbdng  of  Vessels;  as  in 
the  case  of  foreign  Ships  in  1797,  which  were  order- 
ed not  to  approach  the  Metropolis  nearer  than  Lim(»* 
house. 

II.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  Ii05i>oN^  as  Conserva* 
tor  of  the  River,  and  the  Corporation,  and  tbdr 
Officers,  by  Virtue  (rf*  certain  Charters  and  Fiaa- 
chises,  exercise  various  privileges  and  jurisdictions 
respecting  the  Fishery,  Encroachments  and  Nui* 
sances  on  the  River ;  andras  to  the  lading,  unlading, 
and  measuring,  selling  and  transportmg  of  Merchan* 
disc;  to  these  are  now  added  other  powers  and 

fpr ivileges  under  the  fVeuDock  Act. 

III.  The  Corporation  of  the  TRXNiTY-HousBf 
of  Deptford  Strond,  exercise  certam  functions  and 
duti^  under  the  authority  of  Ro}'al  Charters,  and 
Acts  di  Pariiament,  relative  to  Seamen,  Pilots,  fur- 

2  nishing 


•2::■■^  ir.rATtSK   OS 

i,'.-!;.:i>j  I'...:!,.:.  rri-.:i:)r  l-ii'la-iiousi-s,  ami  carrying 
.;.-M  t\i-.i:--  ■!  ■.'•  ■  ;  ■  .ivin:^-.  •»'  llic  Wft.I>ock  Act» 
.;:;-i  (.;!.(!■  \-.  :|.T  il.^- isni.ruMTiKiUuf  tlic  Naxiga- 
liyri  nt  I'x  UiviT. 

I\".  I':..-.  \\  i..i-lvi'i.\  J).n.'K.  Company,  h3\c 
(.iim:i  ji  'f.!.!-  .11. 1  ii>r!Mli-iioii  t(nilcrrt-d  upon  lijcm, 
ir.  :'.^-  W-:  l)'-<  \t !,  I'T  ilic  rrcctiun  and  nruscrva- 
i:.'::  i'*!  Uii.l).  t;.-i:i  lUc  h't:  til  lio-^:^,  tor  iJicarcuiii- 
,:,..l..-„.u  ::i.  i  }:..:.■  li.'i:  vi  ihtr  n\^l-I>..u.i  TruJf. 

\.  1;.-  (■  A:-.:;-.H:N,r..s  of  ilis  Mnj,-su\  Cus- 
Ti'.v<  .i:..i  i.Ai:-!;,  I>y  iii;-!n.-clvcs  and  tlicir  Otnt-crs, 
liii'li  r  lii.-  ;L;,;:,iir::\  o\  Pr-siuiMU'iit,  make  and  ciilbrce 
Iv'^-..!..; '  ;.•  i:  -:  .'liLi^::  \\.v.  si'Ciiriiy,  uiid  the  collcc- 

\\.  'in.  L.i.i  Mr  -t  ..>;..' ././<7w<v:.ap\lAGI5TRATES, 
ill  llii.-  (':i-.-    !riL:oi!.ir  \\v\\    Hi-.  Mnic>ty'>  other  Jus- 
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the  powers  exercised  by  every  department.  In  so 
doing,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  trace  out,  as  pre- 
cisely as  possible,  the  nature  and  extent  of  each  se- 
parate jurisdiction  :  to  detail  the  manifold  Regula- 
tions and  Provisions  of  the  Stat.  39  Geo.  III.  c.  Ixix. 
"  for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  regulating 
the  Port  of  London,"  generally  called  The  Wet-Dock 
Act ;  so  as  to  shew,  in  the  most  clear  and  distinct 
manner  the  several  purposes  to  which  that  Act  is 
applied:  And  lastly,  to  give  a  view  or  abstract  of 
the  punishments  inflicted  by  a  great  number  of  Sta- 
tutes, on  Maritime  Offences  of  every  description ;— K>f 
the  duties  prescribed  to  Captains  of  Merchant  Ships, 
and  their  OflSicers, — and  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Forty  which  it  becomes  requisite  for  them 
punctually  to  observe  and  obey* 


Respecting  the  Crown. 

It  appears,  that  the  successive  Sovereigns  of 
England,  by  a  variety  of  Charters  (48  in  number) 
from  Richard  I.  to  Charles  II.  granted  the  Con- 
servation of  the  River  Thames,  and  certain  other 
privileges  to,  and  imposed  corresponding  duties  on, 
the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London  ;  all  these 
(except  nine  Charters  of  Henry  the  IV.  made  void) 
were  ultimately  established,  after  the  Revolution,  by 
the  Statute  2d  William  and  Mary,  Stat.  I.e.  8; 
vacating  the   judgment  on    Qiio    fJarrafito,  given 

U  against 
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iij.:;:.-':  t!ic  C;iv.  in  the  P,5th  of  Charles  11.  and  coiT 
■,irmiii_:r  :i!!  tin-  [irivik-ircs  c»f  tlit-  Corjwration. 

I'lu;'-  tl!;i  rl,;'  Crown  rdiiiqiiish  tlic  powers  which, 
111  biniiL;-  .■..•.  -.  arc  cxcrriscd  by  Government,  and 
viitfl!.  iluTir.irc  ailmit,  from  time  to  time,  of  bene- 
\\\:]:i\  .irr.i!iL"iu 'Mts.  ami  Lopialativc  ameliorations, 
h  \\i.r,i'A  ;i|'jr;ir,  that  the  liivcr  Thames,  under  the 
jjcr'.iiiar  i.'ii'i  iiiii^LniLCs  in  wtiicli  it  was  placed,  suf^ 
ItTcd  i-(iii>!ilcr.t'!i'.y  in  its  iuipntvcmcnts,  from  the  re- 
liiUjui^'::]!'!!!  Ill'  that  paraiiiuunt  authority  which, 
\v!,:it-  it  r(-:ri.:i:o  niiitnpaircd,  has  been  found  best 
calru;.'.- .1  .i;i.lcr  the  thrcciion  of  Parliament,  when 
niiri>tr.iii:''(l  .in.i  iiiishacklc.l  liy  corporate  pri«- 
l.-jicif,  to  ::'ii'i!niioci.'Uc  the  puhlic  at  large,  by  Regu- 
litiiiii^i  .'!tl;ijj{'-rl  M  tlic  prngressivc  improvements  in 


••■ 


over  the  River  Thames,  excepting  with  vespect  to 
the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  or  SurAce^  under  low-water 
inark.(a) 

This  right  was  exercised  in  the  instance  of  the 
liease  or  Patent^  granted  of  the  privilege  of  plac* 
ing  Mooring  Chains  in  tiers,  in  the  bed  of  the  Riverj 
for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping ;  which  was  re- 
cently enjoyed  by  Lord  Gwydir,  and  from  which 
a  considerable  annual  emc^ment  was  derived. 

By  the  Wet-Dock  Acty  ($  35, 36)  Lord  Gwydir 
is  required  within  six  months,  on  receiving  an  ade- 
quate compensation,  to  surrender  to  His  Majesty  the 
rights  and  interests  possessed  by  him,  respecting  the 
whole  of  the  Mooring  Chains ;  for  the  purpose  of 
transferring  such  rights  and  interests  for  the  use^ 
benefit,  and  convenience  of  the  Public,  fi-ee  from  all 
rents  and  dues  thereon  ;  for  which  a  compensation 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Crown. 

By  §  1 1 9  of  the  Act,  the  compensation  to  Lord 
Gwydir  is  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  certain 
Commissioners  of  compensation ;   and  by  §  152,  the 

{n)  The  following  transcript^  found  among  thcMSS*  of  LoidTrea- 
surer  Burleigh^  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  has  been  quoted^  to  shew 
bow  far  the  soil  and  grounds  under  dK  Rrrer^  belongs  to  the  Citjr. 
"  Also,  for  proof  of  the  Prioce'^imenett^  in  RiYcn  flowing  from  the 
Sea,  the  Thames  and  Ccnscrvation  thereof  was  not  only  given  to 
the  City  of  London^  but,  by  their  especial  soit^  the  King  gate 
therewith  all  the  ground  and  soil  under  die  state :  WhereopoHf  if 
any  that  hath  a  house,  or  land  adjoinfaig,  do  zaake  •  Stcand,  Scaiis» 
or  such  like,  they  pay  fonhwith  a  rem  tp  the  City  of  l/mdo^ 
how  high  soerci  they  be  above  the  low. water  mark." 

See  Stow's  Survej  of  LmtJm  i  vol.  i.  p.  ZS* 

V  2  amount 
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1  roinpcii'-iiiuii,  is  to  be,  in  the  first 
1  lil  nut  of  tlu-  Coiiwilidaied  Fund  : 
no  rjiii  otiin-  riiv-  r.t\>cd  by  viriiioM 
..jtiH^niiiiPiii  nt' these  Commissioners, 
rcpiilatcd    by  §  130, 


ainfiint   nf  t\r* 

U'Mmv  '\  inlv.ni 

a'l.l  [■!•;., ..-1  i!..r 

tl'-:-  -\-L      'M  ■■ 

t;..  ir  (»..;!i  nj   ()lV;cr,   8:r. 

I.il  .i:iii  1  iJ  ■i["[;i,-  A.'t 

liv  V  1  J", 'iif  '■.,injn.-[iFati<':i  to  In-  made  to  hi.-.  ,M.»- 
'v-i".',  ii'i'  ifIiTK(iii>liiii;;  iIk-  reiil.s  and  |)ro(iti  uC  [lie 
Miiri;-^-  (■|!;iiii-.i(s>citli-d!.\  !;,i.->;iiiifCoinmis-.ioncrs 
:ind  ••!'  TriM-iirv,  ;iikI  in  !•.■  ,i!-o  ailvaiiced  out  of, 
aii'l  :<■;  Jiii  ■■•i  ihv  i'omn\:<U:-^:l  V'.iml.  is  to  be  paid 
iiiif)  til,-  [i:i'ik.  on  :ii'i  iiiiiu  <  i'  i].r  TieaMiry,  and  ap- 
p)!''d  111  ill'-  '■;it;h-  umikut  .i-  m  ■:!! )  [liild  tor  the  rc- 
dcinp-inii  uf  il-  l..:i  I-!  i\. 

Hv  <■  .;.  \iu-r  tl.c  ^'.irr-ii-l-r  i>  tin:-;  made,  the 
Ij>n\   M:!Mjr  ;i::;I   C't;  oniii"!!   d'  Lun-loii.   i.r    ?uch 
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By  §  134,  ^^  In  consideration  of  the  great  ac- 
commodation and  Advantage,  which  the  several 
Works  and  Reguldtiotis,  which  the  Act  authorises 
to  be  made,  will  afford  the  Shipping  and  Trade  of 
the  Port,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
and  cxpcnces,  which  will  be  occasioned  by,  mak- 
ing, building,  erecting,  and  providing  the  Canal, 
Cuts,  Sluices,  Bridges,  Roads,  and  other  Works 
authorised  by  the  Act  to  be  made  by  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London,"  the  following  Tonnage  Duties 
arc  granted  to  the  Crown,  for  the  term  of  Fourteen 
Years,  from  August  1,  1799;  pa)rableby  every  Mas- 
ter, Owner,  or  Person  having  the  charge  of  Ships  and 
Vessels,  trading  to,  frequenting,  and  using  the  Port 
of  London,  of  which  the  intended  Canal,  Docks,  and 
Works  are  to  be  part. 

per  Ton. 
ist.  Class.— G<7j////^  Vessels,  to  or  from  any  part  of 

Great  Britain,  for  every  Voyage,  both        d, 
in  and  out  inclusive % 

2d.  Class. — (Vessels  entering  inwards  from  Denmari^ 

Norway t  or  Lapland^  (on  this  side  of 
tlie  North  Cape)  or  from  Holstein, 
Hamburgh,  Bremen^  or  any  other  port 
in  Germany,  bordering  on  or  near  the 
Germanic  Ocean,  or  from  Holland^  or 
any  other  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
the  Netherlands,  France^  (within 
Ushant)  Guernsey^  Jersey,  Sark,  Ire^' 
land,  or  the  Isle  cf  Man    •     •     .     •     •    li 

Vessels 


I 


J 


able 
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and  the  Cuts,  and  other  Worlu,  authorised  lobe 
and  done  by  the  Corpora! ioa  of  London. 

3d.  In  paying  all  ihc  necessary  expenccs  of  attending, 

mg,  legulating,  majntaining.  icpairing,  acid  preset^ 
ing  the  Siine  Canal,  and  oihct  Works,  (iw  the  lenB 
of  three  yesrs  next  after  notice  shall  be  given,  that  tho 
Canal  is  ready  lot  use,  and  until  the  iransit-tatct  fmen- 
tioned  in  a  subsecj'ient  Chapter)  shall  become  payable 
(o  ihc  Corporation. 

4th.  In  paying,  during  tlic  said  thrre  ytars,  such  yetil; 

other  iumi,  as  may  be  payable  by  the  Cutponoon  of 
London,  for  compciiMtion  ku  Iojjm-*  and  deficiencies 
of  Tythes.  Taxes,  Scwcf  K«ies,  aiid  other  lOilet  and 
Assessments.  "5 

On  the  credit  of  these  Tonnage  Duties,  the  Act 
(§  152)  also  authorises  advances  to  be  made  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  to  the  Commissioners  for  com- 
pensations (to  be  replaced  from  the  said  Duties)  of 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
Compensations  directed  by  the  Act ;  including  those 
to  the  Crown,  and  Lorti  Gwyd'tr,  in  respect  of  the 
Moorhtg  Chains  ;  and  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
ascertaining  the  same. 

By  §  1 54  of  the  Act,  the  monies  raised  by  the  said 
Tonnage  Duties,  are  directed  to  be  applied  and  dis- 
posed of  in  the  following  manner : — 

So  much  thereof  shall  be  paid  into  the  Chamber  of  Lon- 
don, as  shall  be  sufficient  fium  time  to  time,  not  only 
for  defraying  the  accessary  Costs  and  Charges  of  maio- 
taimng  and  lep ailing,  altering  and  renewing  the  Mecr- 
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ittg  Chums  in  the  River  ThimeSy  and  laying  down  wum 
ones  when  necessary :  But  also  for  paying  the  Salaries 
and  Wages  of  Hariour^Masters  and  their  Assistants* 
pursuant  to  the  Act :  which  Expences  and  Salaries  aic 
directed  to  be  paid  by  the  G>rporation  accordingly. 

After  the  above  payments  into  the  Chamber  of  London,  the 
residue  of  the  monies  arising  finom  the  said  Tonnage  Du^ 
is  to  be  applied  in  repaying  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
sums  advanced  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  as  already  spe- 
cificdf  with  5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  same  ;  and  when 
these  advances  are  fully  repaid,  the  said  residue  is  to  be 
invested  in  Stock,  in  the  names  of  the  Chamberlain, 
Town  Clerk,  and  Comptroller  of  London,  for  the  dme 
being,  who  shall  invest  the  yearly  Dividends  in  their 
names  in  the  like  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  accumu- 
lation; until  the  Dividends  of  the  Stock  purchased  by 
such  accumulation,  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  payment 
of  the  Expences  of  the  Mooring-Chains,  and  of  the 
Salaries  of  the  said  Harbqur-Masters  and  their  Assist- 
ants.— And  when  the  Dividends  are  sufficient  to  answer 
those  purposes,  the  Rates  and  Duties  imposed  by  the 
Act  are  to  cease  and  determine. 

Such  arc  the  Functions  exercised  by  the  Crown, 
respecting  the  Police  and  other  Regulations  of  the 
River  Thames  and  the  Port  of  London.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  observed,  that  the  chief  part  are  created  by 
the  JVet-Dock  Act^  and  are  of  a  temporary  nature;  so 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Act,when  the  money  to  be 
advanced  by  Government  is  refunded,  every  right  of 
interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  except  what 
relates  to  the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  under  the  River, 

and 


r 
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and  the  general  rights  of  Sovereignty,  wtuch  arc 
reserved,  Will  be  totally  relinquished. (») 

It  remains  therefore,  to  explain  at  length  the 
Powers  and  Functions  of  the  respective  Public 
Bodies,  and  Persons  already  alluded  to,  as  exerci- 
sing jurisdiction  on  or  near  the  River,  viz : — Tie 
lord  Mayor,  and  C(,rf  oration  of  London :  Tie  Trhtitj 
hiust '.  The  IVesl-lndia  Dock  Csmfany  :  The  Boards 
«/■  Cuttmtf  and  Ext'ue  :  And  the  jfttstUes  tf  Prace, 
in  tht'tr  retfucthe  Jurifdtttions,  wider  various  Acts  of 
Pofi'uimeni. — ^Thesc  will  form  the  subject  of  the  five 
foltewnrg  Chapters  of  this  Wwk.  ^ 


(ej  ty  $  17s  of  the  Act,  all  the  Rights,  Inteiests,  PrivUegW, 
Frnichim,  and  Anthority  of  his  Majtsty  and  his  Successors,  «- 
eept  M  K»  the  Mooring^ Chains,  are  itserved. — And  by  ^  1 76,  power 
i»  aiMS rtterved  to  thcLordtof  the  Admir^ty,  toby  ChaiiH,&c. for 
■tosrin^Shipi  or  Vesscli,  belonging  to  hit  Mijcfty,  ia  any  pan  of 
tbc  Riva  below  GrecpUnd  Dock. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

The  Powers  and  Functions  of  the  LofiD  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  as  applying 
to  the  Police  of  the  Biver  Thames  and  the  Port  of 
London. — Appointed  Conservators  of  the  Rwir^ 
by  successive  Charters. — The  local  extenS  of  thdr 
Jurisdiction.'— llie  deputy  Water-Bailif  s  Dufy^r^ 
The  inefficacy  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  the  Courts 
of  Conservancy . — The  Regulations  of  the  Fishety^  by 
Statutes,  9  Ann,  cap.  26.  30  Geo.  II.  cap.  21.  and 
33  Geo.  II.  cap.  V]. — The  Advantages  of  summary 
Proceedings  in  small  Offences.— Exclusive  Jurisdic^ 
tion  of  the  Corporation,  a  Burthen  to  themselves  and 
an  Evil  to  the  Community. — A  General  Review  of 
the  Specific  Rights  atid  Privileges  of  the  Corpora* 
tion,  and  of  the  Instances  in  which  they  have  been 
exercised: — Observations  thereon. — The  continual 
Decrease  in  the  Depth  of  the  River,  attributable  to 
the  want  of  a  proper  Responsibility  attaching  some* 
where. — The  Powers  conferred,  and  the  Duties  hn* 
posed  on  the  Corporation,  by  the  WfiT-Docit  AcT^ 
detailed  and  explained. — The  Transit-^Rates  payable 
under  that  Act,  to  the  Corporation. — The  Qmtrel 
exercised  by  the  Corporation,  by  virtue  of  several 
Charters,  over  certain  classes  of  Labourers,  and  m 
the  garbling,  package,  scavage,  balUage,  and  port* 
age  of  Goods,  exported  and  mported  :^-^As  also 

respecting 
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ward  of  Slaines  Bridge^  to  Yendal  (sometimes  called 
Kendal)  Ycnlatui  or  Yenfleei,  East  of  London  Bridge  : 
The  Stone  which  marks  the  Boundaries  to  the  East, 
being  not  far  from  Upnor  Castle.  This  Jurisdiction 
includes  part  of  the  River  Medvvay,  and  its  Cogniz- 
ance extends  to  the  removing  all  wears  and  other 
nuisances  in  the  River  ;  and  all  encroachments  by 
Buildings  or  Whcirfs  on  the  shores ;  to  preserve  the 
Fisheries^  and  seize  unlawful  Nets  ;  and  to  punish 
the  Fishermen  offending  against  the  Ordinances 
made  for  the  Regulation  of  their  Conduct  by  City 
Authority. 

In  order  to  execute  the  proper  Orders  enacted  by 
this  Authority,  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  being, 
is  by  various  Charters  appointed  to  exercise  and  ex- 
ecute the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Comej-vator  of  the 
IVaters  of  Thames  and  Medway^  and  of  every  Bank^ 
Shore,  and  Wharf  thereof,  within  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don ;  for  which  purpose  he  hath  a  deputy  or  sub- 
stitute, by  the  name  of  the  Under  or  Deputy  IFater- 
Bailiff y  whose  office  is  to  discover  and  bring  to 
punishment  all  Offenders  as  to  any  of  these  points. 

It  is  the  duty  therefore,  of  this  Officer,  besides  en- 
forcing the  Regulations  respecting  the  Fishery,  (on 
which  more  shall  be  said  Iiercriftcr)  to  notice  and  re- 
port all  encroachments  on  the  River  or  its  Banks, 
and  all  Nuisances  and  Annoyances,  whereby  the 
Navigation  may  be  obstructed,  or  in  any  respect 
injured  ; — such  as  throwing  Ruhhish  into  the  River, 
fttching   Poles,  erecting  Wharfs,  making    Catisevoaxs 

and 
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mnd  Sttirs,  nnthaiing  or  incrtaamg  ^M^  i 
tmtimang  Stages^  ertrling  iFaib,  hiHAig  Pat  Cat- 
ierUt,  f {anting  Osjerj,  laying  Mo»ra^~Oiamr  m  ftr 
Rher, — and  obstracting  the  NavigaUfxi,  bj  h^ing 
Ligbtcra  and  CraTt  in  improper  ait  lutiom;  mdio 
receive  instructions  with  respect  to  the  lafictmcBt 
of  OfFcndcn*. 

1'Iic  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  being,  s  Comer- 
valor  of  the  Kivcr,  has  been  accustomed  to  IxM 
about  eight  Courts  of  Conservancy  in  the  oome  «f  • 
year ;  tijat  is  to  say,  one  or  two  for  each  of  the  %m 
Counties  ot'  Mitit/fesrx,  Surrey,  Kent,  and  JSuer.  At 
ihc  first  of  these  Courts  the  Jury  are  swora  nd 
charged  ;  and  at  the  second  they  present  anch  Nai> 
sanccs  antl  Encroachments  as  they  thint  fit,  «nd  try  i 
«ich  Traverses  as  come  before  them.     On  conric- 
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a  Police^  adequate  to  the  object/  it  is  not  too  mwh 
to  say,  that  if  the  convictions  had  correspoadad  with 
the  Offences^  they  must  have  increased^  at  leavt, 
one  thousand  fold ;  but  the  truth  is^  that  this  aodent 
Court  of  Record  is  too  circuitous  in  its  procedure,  mad 
by  no  means  adapted  either  to  the  present  state  of  so<» 
ciety,  or  to  the  object  of  preventing  the  evils 
which  it  was  established  to  control.  These  have 
therefore,  multiplied  like  other  more  atmcioua  of- 
fences in  a  ratio  v^hich  is  not  to  be  conceived.  For 
the  purpose  of  repressing  the  evil  by  the*  convicticm 
and  punishment  of  offenders,  a  large  circle  ia  de* 
scribed,  in  order  to  accomplish  an  object  which,  by 
a  summary  jurisdiction  (which  applies  peculiariy  to 
offences  of  this  nature)  might  be  reached  by  a  direct 
line;  unincumbered  by  those  formalities  which, while 
they  impose  great  hardships  on  the  Subject  and  the 
City  Magistrates,  only  tend  to  limit  and  reduce  the 
rights  of  innocence,  by  extending  the  liberty  of  evil 
doers. 

By  a  Statute  of  Queen  Anne  (9  /frm.  c.  20.  A.  D. 
1710)  for  the  better  preservation  and  improvement 
of  the  Fishery,  in  the  River  Thames,  and  for  regu* 
gating  the  Fishermen  of  the  said  River;  power  was 
given  to  the  Fishermen's  [Fishmongers']  Company^ 
to  make  Bye-laws,  to  prevent  abuses  in  the  Fishery  ; 
under  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  :  with  a  saving  of  all  the  rights  of  the  City 
and  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  the  River. 

It 
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It  appears,  that  certain  Bye-laws  and  RcfjtilariQbs 
were  made  accordingly  ;  biit,  that  from  ibc  vctr 
1727,  the  Company  ceased  to  act,  ami  few  exertions 
o(  any  kin<I  wiTt-  made,  on  this  subject,  liit  the 
year  1757  :  in  the  beginning  of  which,  the  Court  of 
Common  Coitncil  pre-scotod  a  Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  setting  forth  this  negicct,  and  praying 
that  33  the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Consen-aior  of  the 
Thames  and  Medway,  had  been  vested  in  ibe  Mayor, 
&c.  of  London,  time  out  of  mind,  leave  might  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  BiJI  for  the  more  efFccCual  pre- 
servation of  the  fry  and  spawn  of  Fish,  in  tbe 
River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Mcdu-av,  for  the  bel- 
ter regulating  the  Fisheries  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
speedy  punishment  of  Offenders.  An  Act  was  in 
consequence  passed  (30  Geo.  II.  c.  21)  which  de- 
clared that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lon- 
don should  have  full  power,  and  they  were  required^ 
to  make  Rules  and  Ordioaiices,  for  the  governing 
and  regulating  all  persons  who  should  fish  or  thTidge 
in  the  River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Medway, 
(witbio  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mayor  of  London,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters)  as  com- 
mon Fishermen  or  Drudgermen,  or  otbenvise:  and 
for  declaring  in  what  manner  they  should  demean 
themselves  in  Fishing;  with  what  manner  of  Nets 
and  Engines ;  at  what  times  and  seasons  they  should 
use  Fishing ;  for  ascertaining  the  assise  of  the  seve- 
ral Fish  to  be  taken  ;  and  for  the  preservation  oQthe 

spawn 
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gpawn  and  fry  of  Fish,  within  the  jurisdiction  afore- 
'said.  Also  for  obliging  every  common  Fishoraian 
or  Drudgerman,  Xo.  have  his  christian  name  and 
sarnamc,  and  place  of  abode^  painted  in  large  and 
legible  characters  on  his  Boat :  To  annex  reasonable 
penalties  and  forfeitures  for  the  breach  of  such  Rules^ 
not  exceeding  5l.  for  any  one  offence  ;  and  from  time 
to  time,  to  alter  and  amend  such  Rules,  and  to  make 
new  ones,  so  as  the  same  were  allowed  and  approved 
of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Commis^ 
sioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  the  two  Lords  Chief  Jus- 
tices, and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  two  of  them. 

This  Act  was  still  farther  enforced  by  the  Stat^ 
33  Geo.  II.  c.  27.  (of  the  penalties  imposed  by  which, 
notice  will  be  taken  in  a  subsequent  Chapter.)  The 
execution  of  such  parts  of  both  these  Acts,  as  relate 
to  the  sale  of  fresh  Fish  at  Billingsgate,  to  the 
punishment  of  persons  having  unsizeable  Fish,  or 
Spawn,  &c.  and  to  the  penalties  against  rcgrators  or 
forcstallcrs  of  Fish,  is  specially  committed  by  the  Act, 
to  the  Ufidt:r  I I'aier- Bailiff  odhe.  City,  and  to  cer- 
tain other  City  Qfficers,  ceWciXYeomen  of  the  Waters- 
siih.  The  last  Rules  and  Ordinances  made  under 
these  Acts,  ^^'ere  confirmed  by  the  Judges,  and 
promulgated  in  1/85. 

But  however  well  intended  all  these  Rules  and 
Provisions  might  be,  to  guard  against  the  abuses  in 
the  Fish  Trade,  it  has  been  truly  remarked  by  a  va- 
luable writer  on  the  History  of  London  {Nooribouck) 
that  no  accumulation  of  laws,  or  trials  of  schemdi», 

X  have 
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hk\'c  been  yet  able  to  bring  Fish  to  Ijoncton,  irt 
((uauiitics  and  prices  aiKwcrabtc  to  its  neighbourhood 
to  the  Sea.  "  One  method  (adds  the  same  Author) 
vtx  rctnains  to  be  tried  ;  and  this  is  to  undo  alt  that 
has  been  dorve  ;  to  throw  the  employment  of  calch- 
mg  and  seiHng  Fish  entirely  t^en,  clear  of  all  corpo- 
ration restrictiotis  whatsoever  ;  beyond  what  may  be 
necessary  to  preserve  the  spawn  or  fry,  and  to  rhain- 
taiiian  impartial  freedom  of  sale." 

It  is  worihv  observation,  that  in  the  effect  of  these 
Acts  of  Parliament  respecting  the  Fis^bery,  is  esero- 
plificd,  not  only  the  sense  entertained  of  the  ad\-an- 
tiVges  of  a  sommary  jiirisdiclion  with  respect  to 
minor  offences  ;  but  also  the  humanity  of  the  system 
to  the  dehnqaents  themselves,  and  its  utility  to 
tfte  pubhc,  in  reducing  the  number  of  this  class  of 
Bright  misdemeanors,  many  of  which  appear  to  be  ex- 
dusircly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conservators 
of  the  Kiver,  and  therefore,  not  cognizable  as  other 
offences,  by  the  respective  Magistrates  of  the  several 
Counties  adjoining  the  River  Thames  and  M^jilway. 

Offences  tnav  therefore,  be  committed  with  im- 
pOnfty,  since  the  jurisdiction  only  attaches  once  a 
jFew;  before  which  time  the  culprit  is  prob:ibly  not  to 
be  found,  who  too  well  knows  the  slow  progress  of 
jti=tic*,  and  the  very  feeble  arm  with  which  it  wields 
the  sword  ot"  punishment.  MuUfiudcs  of  Crimes  arc 
therefore  repfatL'd  over  and  over  again,  which  it  is 
not  possible  for  thc?e  respectable  M.'igistrntes  who 
ixid  the  jurisdiction,  to  rcpves? ;  because  tlienature  of 

the 
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the  system  will  not  permit  them.  However  efEcient 
it  might  have  bee«  in  ancient  ■  times^  when  Com* 
merce  was  in  its  infancy,  without  the  means  of  se-: 
duction,  by  the  numerous  temptations  which  now 
exist,  its  motions  are  infinitely  too  slow  to  be  usefoi 
in  correcting  the  extensive  corruption  of  morals  which; 
wealth,  luxury,  and  other  causes  have  introduced. 

This  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  dearly  established 
by  two  very  ancient  Statutes  still  in  force^)  which;^ 
although  they  constitute  a  part  of  the  general  law  of; 
the  land,  and  extend  to  four  Counties,  can  oqly  be 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the, 
Metropolis.  What  would  be  the  state  of  society  if. 
this  laborious  and  troublesome  privilege  (irksome  to 
the  possessor  and  hurtful  to  the  public)  elctended  to 
^11  other  oftences  in  this  extensive  and  populous 
district  ? 

It  is  to  an  unfortunate  misconception,  relative  to 

Ij)  Br  tbc  Stat,  of  4  Henry  VII.  chap.  19;  the  Mayor  of  Loa. 
4t>n,  having  the  Conservation  of  the  River  Thames,  fkom  the  Bridge 
of  Staines  to  the  Waters  of  Y^ndall  and  Medway,  shall  have  like 
authority  in  Breachesi  Issues  and  Creeks»  and  Grounds  overflown, 
as  far  as  the  Water  ebbeth  and  floweth,  as  touching  pu&ishinent  for 
using  unlawful  Nets  or  Engines  in  Fishing,  like  as  his  predflcessott 
had  in  the  River  Thames ;  provided  that  the  Lord  Ma}'or  of  London 
have  not  the  Conservation  of  the  said  Breaches  and  Grounds  over- 
flown within  the  King's  grounds,  or  within  franchises  of  any  petsott.  -^ 

By  the  Statute  of  the  27  Henry  VIII.  chap.  18. — If  any  persott 
shall  do,  or  procure  any  thing  to  be  done  to  the  atinoyaiioe  of  the 
stream  of  the  River  Thames,  in  making  of  Shelrei,  catting  of 
Rabbit  or  Digging,  &c,  or  take  away  any  Boatds,  Stakes,  Tilhber 
Work,  Pillkrs  or  other  things,  or  dig  or  undermine  Banks  or  Wall^ 
ftc.  he  shall  forfeit  5I  -—one-half  to  the  Kiii^»  and  one-hllf  to  ibt 
Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  Londoru 

X  2  ancient 
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some  to  those  whose  province  it  is  to  move  itl^.  ma- 
chine; and  although  they  are  unwilling^  from  the 
unprofitable  nature  of  the  duty>  ta  do  it  theauelves, 
yet  arc  they  equally  hostile  to  every  attempt  on  tfap 
part  of  others  to  .fill  up  the  chasm.  The  result Js^ 
that  many  good  things  for  the,  public  and  the  coua- 
try,  are  either  postponed  or  totally  omitted.*  Where 
the  power  rests,  the  piea^i^re  will  not  be  -.puoiaed ; 
while  the  same  {)ower  and  mfliience  operate  in  -pre- 
venting  the  attempt  being  made  by  oth<^.  Mere 
matters  of  punctilio  often  stand  in  the  way  o{ great 
and  beiieficial  arrangements,  and  minds  thus.,.deY 
luded,  grasp  and  eagerly  cherish  the  sliadow,  while 
the  substance  passes  away. 

Nothing  can  be  more  hostile  tp  the  cultivation  of 
the  science  of  useful  and  .  effective  Police,  .  than 
opinions  and  misconceptions,  operating  through 
the  medium  and  under  the  shelter  of  official  in- 
fluence. 

It  is  to  a  correct  and  well-planned  Police,  and  to 
the  removal  of  those  obstructions^  which  operate  as  a 
bar  to  its  progress  to  maturity^  that  this  Country  is 
ultimately  to  be  indebted  for  the  security,  of  the 
fights  of  innocence;  for  the  preservation  of  life,  and  li- 
berty ;  and  the  support  of  that  excellent  Constitution, 
which,  standing  on  the  basis  of  virtue  and  morality^ 
is  only  to  be  rendered  permanent  and  secure,  by  pre-* 
serving  its  foundation,  and  by  guarding  it  against 
the  rapid  inroads,  which  relaxed  principles,  arising 
2  from 
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I'.w.n  ilu-  su'l'k'ii  iiifliis  of  wealth,  have  made  upon  the 
hcpr  inuu'sss  of  Mtciciy. 

PnJMlirr-:,  wlioii  strongly  rootcti,  produce  many 
pvi!s  in  pul.llr  lill-,  ;iltht.uj:h  the  Its!  intentions  mn^- 
r\i--t.  By  iinlulj;iii;r  in  Ii;iMt>  iliiis  prone  to  deceive, 
t!ic  iiiMcT.^iaiKliiig  lose-  it*  pruju-r  tone  Decepiion 
orrti[>K-,>  thf  siaiinn  of  rnuli,  and  the  iudgmcnt 
is  Mii'lc,!.--Kcn!inn  lo-cs  hir  distinpuishinglaciiftici;, 
— the  mind  InTomcs  jaundirH,  and  irnth  is  over- 
whfln!<d  mid  cnvcliiprd  in  mist  and  d;!rkoes<, 

T'k-  ini:;d  i>\'  man  ran  only  he  enlarged  andcs- 
paiidfd  t>v  ( lirii^liiiiL;  a  ie;iliin-=y  Against  the  influ- 
»•?:(■(.•  iif  |iri';ii(I:i.H',  as  the  means  of  seeing  things  as 
Ilioy  rfa!l_\  a.v. 

Ill  (li^cu-Niiio;  ^uliji-it-:  of  political  orononiv,  this 
mavim  laiiiioi  lie  >ufHfirniIv  appRviatcd.     It  directs 
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fjcial  arrangements  in  the  Science  of  Police^  which 
are  so  imperiously  called  fc^r  by  the  rapid  chaage 
which  is  sufficiently  visible  in  Society. 

The  emoluments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of 

London,    as   Conservators  of  the   Rivers  ^hamer 

,  \-  ' '  • 

and  Medway,  seem  to  arise  chiefly  fron^.^l^es  and 
amerciaments^  which  pu^yt  j)e  very  inco^pulerable  ; 
since  in  the  course  of  a  C^qtury,  only  35  difi^rent 
Offences  are  stated  as  haying  occurred,  subjecting  the 
Delinquents  to  pumshcnent.'(f)  ■•"'    "      "i 

In  the  Statement  presented  by  the  Chy  of  Tixin^onv 
to  thp  Committee  of  the  Hops^  of  ContmbifisL  Ao^hio- 
lumcnts  are  stated,  but  the  various  Rights  exercised 
by  the  City  of  London,  as  ConservatQr9..of  t^Riverl 
Thames,  are  in  that  document  classed  under  \h6'foU 
lowing  Heads : 

(i)  See  a  Brief  Statement  of  the  Title  of  the  City  of  London, 
CO  the  Coniervancy  of  the:  River  Thames  and  Waters  of  Medway, 
deliTered  to  the  Dock  CooMnitt^  of  the  House  of  Comroonsy  in 
1 799  ;  ^  given  in  the  Appeodjj^  to  t)ie  minutes  of  evidence  before 
that  Conrniitte^j  page  9.2,  &c. 

In  this  Document  the  Coxporation  rest  the  title  of  the  City : 
-«^xst.  on  the  ground  cS prescr'tptton^  qonfirmed  by  the  confession  of 
the  Attorney  .general^  and  the  judgn^at  of  tbe  Cotirt  of  l^xchi?« 
qucr,  Trifi«  Term.  3.  Jac  I.-»«2d.  Ofi  Aneliut  Chatters^  particu- 
larly th<»e  of  8  i{/>.  I ;  lyphMi  II  fl^.  Ill;  lEdiv.  Ill;  3 
yac.  I ;  14  Charles  II.-^3[d.  Oa  jfcfs  of  Parliament^  particularly 
17  Rtc,  II.  c*  9;  z  HfH*  VI.  ,c.  15;  4  Hen.  VII.  c.  15;  27 
Hen.  VIII.  c.  Jb ;  14  Geo^  III.  c.  9^. — 4th.  On  Reports  of  Legal 
Determinations^  particulafly  in  Da'viis  Reports^  ^G^  57  ;  Siderftn, 
148;  ~4th  Institute,  i5o;<^And  lasfly^  On  the  Exercise  of  the 
Righti  in  a  variety  of  instances  cpccifi^. 

I.  ne 
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II.  7ht  priviltgf  yjiEnff^rOne  uwanccitfticdiohace 

Paslrin  tht  Rwtr,  /erj   occuired   of  Posts  being 

I/m  eewcnieney  e/Sfiip- 

III.  Ti^ffrniltg*  ifrtrnf^-. 
iii£  OistruiliiOfs  c/ca- 
iioned  iy  Wters  and 
Sltfs. 


IV.  ^t  right  »f  Oeansingt 
the  River  Ihamti. 
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set  up  rtear  the  Ci 
hoii6t,aliheCil)r'fcxpcncc  I^i 

'One  instance  is  stated  of  - 
I     this  right  being  exer- 
I      cised  in       ...      . 
-Another  instance  occurs  in 

f  One  ipsian^c  occurs  of  this 
Right: being  exercised  in 
the  year  1617,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of    ^.226    16    7 

Another  in  the  year  1624. 

The  same  document  stales 
in.  general  terms,  "  tliat 
the  City  of  London  have 
expended  in  keeping  in 
repair,  the  Avenue-:  to  the 
River  Thames,  and  public 
Stairs  and  Docks,  and 
Cleansing  the  said  Ki\er, 
upon  an  average  of  the 
last  20  years,  the  sum  of 
^£.6950  11  8." 

V.  7Z# 
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VI.  The  privilege   of  re- 
pairing the  Banhs  and 
Breaches  of  the  River 
Thames* 
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VII.  The  privilege  of  Li- 
censing and  permitting 
JVharfsg       Encroach"<, 
trients,  and  other  inno- 
cent Projections. 
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Reign  of  HenryrVIli- 

^A  Watcr-BailifFappointfcd 
to  collect  Rents  for 
Port  Galleys f  Stairs  and 
Encroachments  in  .    • 

One  instance  to  the  Navy 
Board 

One  to  the  Trinity-house 


1663 

1788 
One  to  thcVictualing-board  1795 


VIII.  The  privilege  ofre^ 
ceiving  Rents  for  Pro~ 
jections,  and- for  irnio-* 
cent  EncroathmentSm 


yearly  Renti 
Exercised  in  1706  ,  £•!  o  o 
and  fine  of  fifty  guineas 
Exercised  in  1724  ..200 
/  •  .  •  in  1731  aPepi^-coni 
]  •  •  •  in  1732  .  4  00 
.  .  ,  .  in  1745  - .  -J..©  o 
.     .    •    in  1762    •    15  15    a 


IX.  Tbi 


TJtEATISB  Oir 


IX.  7><fi 


;  ././■,.. 


I 


If  a  r/s,  En.Teath- 
h:g  ir.t3  lit  Riwt 
7  hamti. 

"\-  firii'i.'t^e  •ferectiMg 
,!':Jruiu<:.-i-i»i.utll.c 
Cily't     exttnci,   pullic 


Slair 


A.D. 
•  •  itei 
.    .    1681 


1(69 
1672 


N.B.    The  fi)lliiwing  Stairs  were  erected,  i 
be  npaireJ  aiihcCitj'stxpencc,  fVr.— 


Summrrt  !^ioj  Slain 
7(u:pie  Shiin 
\s  Slain 
h'-.vsr.it  Xu 


AiihaHstfi  Stain 
PudaU  Diet  Stain 
Trigs  Sloirs 
^utrnhilhe  Stairt 
Tlrtt  Cranf  Slain 
Paul,  ff-hur 
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XII.  [Contlnuid.) 


XIII.  The     privilege 
Special  yiews. 


of. 


XIV.     The     privilege     of 


floating  on  the  8anie»  to  seize  the 
said  Timber,  and  convey  it  to  the 
Bridge-iiiOMset  or  some  convinient 
placey  and  to  keep  the  same  until 
the  owner  be  known » and  shall  paj 
the  charges  ;  and  if  no  owner  ap- 
pears within  a  year  9nd  a  dayt 
then  to  he  sold  as  other  goods  and 
things  usually  are  which  are  fbuxkl 
floating  on  the  River. 


f  10  Jaouaiy,  19th  pi  I|enry  VJI« 
(1504).  An  loqittst  was  appoint, 
ed  of  subsOmtial  persons  .dwdling 
next  the  Thames,  betwixt  the 
Tower  and  the  Temple,  to  in- 
quire as  to  Encroachments  and 
Defaults  made  and  done  on  the 
River  Tliamcs ;  and  the  Alder- 
men of  tlic  Wards  adjoiriing  the 
said  River  and  the  Viewefs  of  the 
Court  were  ordered  to  go  with  the 
Inquest,  and  view  and  over-see 
all  Defaults. 

N.  B.  No  specific  instance  is. 
stated  of  this  privilege  being  ex- 
)u.ercised,  since  that  periods 

Exercised  in      •      .     •    •     15^5 
A  FiuatingMill  on  Barges 

aUov\^d      .      •    •    •    .1655 


granting     Licences    toj 

erfct  Mills  and  TVuter  j  An  Engine  against  Aryadfil 


IForh. 


Watl,  to  convey  Water 

into  Covent  Garden,  &c« 

ICV.Tht 


Mfi  11.!  AIlsI.    ON 

f  IxEKiscil  by  thi;  Lord  Mayor,  u 
'        '  '.'  '     *'  .  '.        "  I  t-'oi^^'^i^wr  of  tt;v  River,  gcncra!- 
"^  Iv  !i%:ic  ill  ilic  Mar,  for  each  of 
;„r.i,   .'-J  funtihiiuni  \   '        .        _,  '       ^  \*iv 

It!'.-    {■iL:r  (.olirtll'S    Ol     AllJll.CXllt 

311J  K%.ni> 
Lxci.  ^tJ  ci-.d^r  ancii'iii  Ciui'ws, 

■ctiiHij 


^,         -^aiui  V.X  iiTTf  ir.iiilcin  (lirictuHij 


(>;i  ;i  r  .i.-T.il  review  of  tlic-c  jpccilir  RipTits  and 
I'.i.ll  -.-i';  i;  will  o['pc:ir,  tlint  many  d' ii:fni  iircbnr- 
i.ii!-n:"C  ;;■  I  r\]>ciisiv(' ;  niid,  prrhnjis.  it  mav  he 
x}\\\'.--^  t(i  l!:-  c-ri-uinstiiTiic  lli;U  s-iich  a  v.wiW  proprtr- 
tiiiii  ti."  t'.'.!-  wl:  ■!(■  i.iMlt'f.-iic  of  privileges,  has  been  ts- 
rn-i-.-.i  i!-.i;::i;.  a  i\  im;r'-  pn>:.  'rin.-  rij;iit  of  rcpiiiaiing 
-  u'l  lu  l.:ivc  l»ec;i  exercised  for 
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I 

adequate  Fund  arising  from  the  profits  of  the 
Conservancy  to  meet  such  a  heavy  expence,  this^  like 
many  other  ancient  privileges^  becomes  no  less 
noxious  to  the  respectable  Body  invested  with  this 
right,  than  it  must  be  injurious  to  the  Navigation  of 
the  River ;  since  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice 
to  require  the  City  of  London  to  appropriate  its 
Funds  to  a  service,  requiring  a  large  annual  disburse- 
ment of  money  where  no  benefit  arises  in  return  : — 
Nor  is  it  less  injurious  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  River  Thames,  that  so  great  an  object  as 
the  prescr\'ation  of  the  ancient  depth  of  water, 
should  depend  oil  circumstances  and  arrangements  so 
hostile  to  its  improvement. 

The  functions  of  the  Trinity-House,  which  will 
be  explained  in  the  succeeding  Chapter,  do  not 
appear  to  extend  further  than  raising  Balkst  suitable 
for  Ships;  and  while  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
cxpence,  except  what  arises  from  the  Sale,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  obstructions  caused  by  ai;i 
accumulation  of  Mud  in  ditFercnt  parts  of  the 
River,  (which  is  unfit  for  ballast)  can  be  re- 
moved by  either  of  these  Public  Bodies,  (the 
City  of  London,  or  the  Trinity  Corporation,)  un- 
less it  can  be  rendered  so  far  productive  as 
to  defray  the  expence ;  and  hence  arises  a  most 
important  consideration  in  respect  to  this  branch  of 
the  Police  of  this  great  Trading  River.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Cora- 

3 1 2.)    It  wouli  seem  not  co  a[^y  to  the  Fool  whare  the  Shios  and 
Afcssels  are  moored.  ;    -  ^    •'-;    - 

mon5 
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:'i.!  iii'iccil,  it  is  ailiiiiucil  on  all  liandj, 
l.i!;ii;ii;^'  I'vII  oxiiN  wiih  rc.-ipcct  lo  the 
;i.i::r.:ui:i  of  i\w  di.-\'\.h,  against  which 
[<■  In-  ito  riiiic.ly  [iroviilcd.  If  it  had 
ivil  ri.iilJ  not  i!:i\tf  iiivTCiHCi!  J  but  as 
»w  r\ji!;ii-.ii!i,  iv.Ki  ;.<  it  is  (.l)vioiis  that 
■  ■  'iiiiTt  ri-[()!i,-ilii!iiy  with  rvspect  to 
vi  am!  MTurity  of  lite  Navijraiioii  of 
MiM  sffin  I.iirli';.  c'\i)fi:it'iit  tlial  some 
iiii-li-  .-I.tuiU  hv  (k'vi>fj  ln-furc.  the  ilitRcuUies 
ilH-iT;i>-. 

Ill  ;,.:.i.;'iun  I..  i\m.'^c  nrivili-LVs  which  have  been 
S(ioiiii<..li'.  .l"!.iiIi.U  tlir  I/>r(I  \[.i_\.)r  aiitl  Corpora- 
tion have  rctoiitly  h;iii  new  rowers  toiiferrcd,  and 
ncwDmits  iiiii)'>-;.fl,  nn  llu-m  liy  the  H'ti-Dcti  Act 
already  iiuDced  ;    which,  proves  thai 


that  ; 

:i    liM 

progi 

there 

;;;■;■■-■ 

been 

M.. 

die  <• 

tl.-    [ 

die  i; 

.!CS(T 
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previously  diily  examined  by  the  Trinity  Corpora-' 
tion^  and  obtain  a  Certificate  of  their  fitncs^ 
to  execute  the  Office  of  Harbour  ^Master  in  the 
Port  of  London,  and  the  Canal  and  other  Works  ; 
(except  the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances; 
and  except  such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at 
Limchouse-hoh  and  Blachvall,  as  shall  be  with- 
in the  distance  of  200  yards  fit)m  any  entrance 
out  of  the  River  into  the  Works  of  the  West-India 
Dock  Company.) — ^These  tiarbour-Masters  may  be 
suspended  or  amoved  on  sufficient  cause,  by  the 
Corporation  ;  and  have  power  and  authority  given 
them,  (subject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictions 
hereafter  mentioned,)  to  direct  the  Entering,  Moor- 
ing and  Unmooring,  Moving  and  Removing,  all 
Ships,  Vessels,  Lighters  and  Craft,  (except  those  of 
the  Trinity-house,)  coming  into,  lying,  or  being  in 
the  Port  of  London,  and  in  the  Canal  and  Cuts,  or 
any  of  them,  (excepting  the  Docks  and  such  parts 
of  the  River  as  were  before  excepted.) — Also  to 
regulate  the  times  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
intOa  lying  in,  or  going  out  of  the  same  ;  and  their 
respective  Births,  Stations,  Positions,  Lading,  and 
Discharging  therein ;  and  the  time,  or  times,  of 
opening  and  shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said 
Canal.  And  in  case  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Pilot, 
&c.  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  Ship,  or 
V^essel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  Moor,  or  Un- 
moor, Move,  or  Remove  any  Ship,  according  to 
such  direction,    within  twtive  hours    after    notice 

given 


I 
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given  in  wriuiig,  or  left  wiili  :ionie  pcnoD  on  boarrf 
the  ^ip  or  VmscJ  for  ihtt  purpfise  ;  then  itic  r.tii1 
nsl^ur-Mlulcn,  and  their  Ai«5tiints,  are 
^Tied  to  Moor,  Unmopr.  ?>Iavc  and  Rci 
itich  Ship  or  Vc&sel ;  juid  ific  cKiPgcs  ancf  c 
iheroof*  resjjccttvclj  shall  be  repid,  to^^cthet'  *iU 
juin  nni  cvccuTu)^  Ten  ndr  less  Ihati  Fivfc  Pban 
fir  each  oft'ciurc,  by  the  Ma*tcr  or  Owner,  or  tTio^' 
perwD  haviii;;  die  rhsrgc  or  com'nand  of  wch  Ship ; 
md  nii^  be /L-cuvo'cd  by  (he  CorjMraiion  of  London 
fitxn  the  Owner  of  the  Ship,tn  case  of  non-psj-mtat 
thereof,  on  demand ;  snd  in  case  any  Master, 
Comtiiaiider,  Mate,  F^lot,  or  other  person,  shlll 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  the  Mooring,  Unrooofhig, 
Moving,  or  Kcntonng,  of  (my  S^■■  "•  ^'"-  -'  i^ 
the  said  Port,  (with  Ihe  nfore^d  <  iin| 


Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  that  any  person 
appointed  to  execute  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master^ 
ha.s  neglected  his  duty,  or  inisconducted  himself^ 
such  person  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  be  inca- 
pable of  being  again  restored  to  his  Office ;  and 
another  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Lord-Mayor. — All 
Harbour-Masters  arc  directed  to  attend  the  Trinity- 
House  whenever  required,  by  a  writing  under  the 
hands  of  any  three  or  more  of  the  elder  Brethren. 

By  §  83,  the.  intended  Canal,  Cuts,  and  Works, 
are  declared  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  the  River  Thames,  as  if 
actually  part  of  the  River. 

By  §  84,  the  Canal,  and  the  New  Docks,  &c,  are 
declared  to  be  parts  of  the  Port  of  London ;  and 
Vessels  resorting  thereto,  are  to  be  subject  to  all 
Port  regulations  and  duties. 

By  §  85,  Goods  Landed  or  Shipped  upon  or  from 
the  intended  Quays,  or  Wharfs,  in  the  New  Docks, 
are  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations, 
&c.  as  if  Landed  or  Shipped  on  or  from  the  present 
Legal  Quays. 

By  ^  86,  the  Quays  in  such  of  the  Docks  as  shall 
be  walled  round,  are  declared  to  be  Legal  Quays. 

By  $  108,  the  Lord- Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mon-Council, are  authorized  to  make  Bye- Laws, 
Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations;  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  Harbour-Masters,  and  other 
persons,  to  be  employed  under  the  Act  by  the  Cor- 
poration,—for  regulating  the  Works,  &c.  authorised 

Y  to 
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111  V-f  niaile  Iv  tlv.-ni,  while  making,  and  when  com 
I'lftt'il  : — f'ltr  t!if  n;orc  s:ifc  and  convenient  Naviga- 
ti;i,L'.  ri.iiii;.-.  McorinfT,  an'l  l^nnionring.  Ships, 
jiiiil  o:\:r!  \\—^:-]<.  in  the  Kivcr  Thames,  &c. 
^l)iHk<,  i^i-.  <*Mi.'[)te(l :) — ftir  the  better  Governing, 
;ind  K<-.::;i!.!t::;-.  all  Mastrr-;  of  Vessels,  Pilots, 
Lii:htcnii:ii  ami  oiher=,  vviihiii  the  saiil  I'ort,  Canal, 
anil  its  iijipniiccanecs : — Inr  preventing  damage 
U;n;_'t!.':ic  rn  Sli-MpiTi;:.  Lij;hters,  and  Cral't,  or  any 
GiKid-.  Ware*,  or  Merchandise,  liy  the  issuing  ot" 
the  Water?.  irLttn  Houses  and  Buildings;  and  such 
f'lher  Ily''-l,.i\vs  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and 
cx;;e.i:. :!:.  m  .ls  the  same  slull  not  be  inconsistent 
vitli  iliis  or  any  other  Aet :  and  also,  to  repeal  and 
a:tcr  l!:e   --aiiie   Bve-I.;nvs,  and  tn  aflix   reasonable 


*irv  -•'- 
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By  §  108^  the  penalties  inflicted  by  these  Bye^ 
Laws^  Are  recoverable  by  distress  and  sale^  by  wanradt 
of  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace^  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  offences  are  committed ;  who  if  the 
penalties  are  not  paid,  may  coimnit  the  Offender  for 
twenty  days^  or  till  payment  of  the  same. 

By  $  175^  (which  saves  the  rights  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  Corporation^)  the  Lord*Mayer  is  empow- 
ered, in  like  manner  as  he  hath  used  on  other 
occasions,  to  inquire  of^  hear,  and  determine,  M.by 
presentment,  or  indictment,  taken  before  him,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters,!'  all 
offences  contrary  to  this  Aci,  or  such  Bye*Iwrs, 
Rules,  and  Regulations,  as  shall  be  made  as  afore«> 
said;  and  upon  conviction  of  the  Offenders,  to 
impose  any  penalty  not  exceeding  what  is  inflicted 
by  the  Act,  or  by  the  Bye-Laws,  for  such  offence.** 

By  §  1 36,  "  In  consideration  of  the  security, 
accommodation,  and  dispatch,  which  will  he  pro- 
duced by  means  of  the  Canal,  as  safer  and  more 
expeditious  for  Ships  and  Vessels,  than  the  present 
circuitous  and  dangerous  passage  round  the  Isle  of 
Dogs ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
which  will  be  occasioned  by  Maintaining,  Repairing, 
and  Improving,  and  Managing  the  said  Canal, 
Cuts,  and  other  Works,  and  by  Providing  and 
keeping  a  sufficient  number  of  Lock-keepers,  and 
other  Officers  and  Servants,  and  Draught^horses, 
for  the  assistance  and  proper  accommodation  .  of 
Vessels  in  such  passage.** — The  Mayor,  and  Com- 

y  ,1  monaltY^ 


itH  theatjsii  a> 

nwnaiijr,  and  CitizenE  o(  London,  and  ibeir  Sup* 
cccton,  {(mm  and  Kt'icr  ibc  cxpitation  of  iboafr 
y«t{9,  Jtcxt  enduing  the  tiifio  when  Uiu  Cuitvl  shall 
be  lirat  read;  tor  uiK,  and  doUcv  ohidl  Itave  been 
givea  oi'  tbc  &\ine  io  ihe  Londou  Gacctu:,  aod  tw6 
or  marc  public  Muroiiig  Ncws-pupfr*  H'.uall^  ciiuu- 
fauod  ill  Louiloii.)  itrc  nutlwriKd  lo  3(«k,  dcomnd, 
take  uU  receive,  ftivcr  aiid  abore  the  oiticr  Tonu£!e 
fifltes,  made  payable  lu  His  NLijc^ly,  and  alto  the 
dues  to  the  Wcsi-India  J>)clfe  Cunifnnv,)  of  And 
bom  bU  Ships,  Veaecld,  nnd  Crat'i,  wbtcli  ahall  enter 
uid  amkc  ua:  uI'  the  taid  intcuUed  Caaal ;  uk 
.  Kwo  or  K<iic6  out  euxcdiqg  the  tulknvin^— 


,  ^<  fat  cwiy  ii^ipa  o(  Vtfsct,  Lif^liicr,  Bar^. 
arellicr  Craft,  Ladcii,  or  UaliuJai,  ciitaini; 
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Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  shall  appoint; 
and  shall  be  paid  only  once  for  each  and  cvcilrj 
transit,  or  passage,  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  whether 
upwards  or  downwards;  and  such  Duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Collectors  into  the  Chamber  of  London! 
By  ^  145,  the  Common  Council  are  empowered  to 
lower  these  Transit  Rates,  (on  examining  the 
accounts  to  be  kepi  concerning  the  Canal,  &c  J  arid 
again  to  raise  them  when  necesary,  but  not  beyond 
their  original  height,  as  before  stated. 

By  §  1 57,  the  Chamberlain  is  directed  to  keep 
accounts  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  to  Hod  by 
the  City,  arising  as  well  from  the  said  Transit  Rates; 
as  from  the  nioncv  directed  to  be  advanced  to  thutti, 
(see  Chap.  X.  p.  205.) 

By  ^  15p,  he  is  also  directed  yearly,  after  the 
Works  shall  be  begun,  to  lay  before  Parliament,  and 
the  Treasury,  true  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  appli- 
cation of  all  money  received  by  the  City  by  virtue  of 
this  Act. 

By  §  1 55,  the  application  of  the  produce  of  these 
Transit  Rates,  is  directed  to  be  as  follows : — 1st.  For 
paying  the  charges  incurred  in  collecting  and 
receiving  the  same. — 2d,  For  paying  compensations 
for  Losses,  and  deficiencies  of  Ty thes,  Taxes,  Scwer- 
Rates,  and  other  Rates  and  Assessments.— 3d.  In 
discharging  the  necessary  cxpences  of  Attending, 
Managing,  and  Regdating,  (after  being  finished,) 
and  in  Maintaining,  Repairing,  Preserving,  and 
Improving,    the    said    Canal,    &c.   including    the 

chai;ge$ 
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cbargcs  of  timing  Sh]pp,  and  opening  and  shuuing 
FIood-^tM :  and  httllj,  all  the  residue  or  orerpliu, 
is  to  be  applied  in  cicating  a  Fund,  in  aid  of  die 
nid  Transit  liates,  in  order  tfait  ihcy  tnay  in  due 
time  be  lowered. 

For  the  transacting  of  all  ibe  Corporatioo  bnnacs 
iwpcciing  this  Act,  the  Common  Council  are  aotho- 
fjaed  to  appoint  Cotnniiuces  ;  on  which,  pcnom 
interested  in  any  Contracts,  are  not  digibJa. 
These  Committees  are  empowered  to  contract  with 
proper  persons,  (whether  Freemen  of  London  or 
HOI,)  for  pcrlbrroing  the  Workii  to  be  done  by  the 
Corporation :  Previously  to  the  mnicing  ^ucb  Coo- 
tnu:ts,  notice  ts  to  be  given  in  the  Public  Papen, 
and  all  ContrBCis  are  to  be  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
Coromtttee  by  their  Clerk,  and  entered  in  a  prapar 
book.     Pinsllv.  the   Common    Cminril    anA    tfam 


certain  classes  of  Labourers  in  ^piecific  tranche?  of 
Commerce,  who,  by  the  appointment  of  the  City 
of  London,  possess  exclusive  privileges,  so  far  a3 
relate  to  the  measurement,  of  Coals^  Grain,  Salt^ 
Fruifs,  FegetableSy  &c.  water-borne  on  the  Thame^ 

Certain  other  privileges  also  attach  to  the  Garbling 
of  Merchandise  Imported,  (except  Tobacco,)  and 
to  the  Package,  Scavage,  Balliage,  and'Portagc  of 
Goods,  and  the  Package  of  Cloth. 

420  privileged  Carts,  belonging  to  the  Fellowship 
of  Carmen,  («)  are  also  regulated  by  the  City  of 
London,  who  give  security,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  acting  for  hire  in  the  City.  They  arc 
also  compellable  to  do  the  Cartage  business  of  the 
Port  when  called  on,  and  are  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  their  Load,  and  the  conduct  of  their  Ser- 
vants. They  pay  annually  17s.  4d.  to  the  Governors 
of  Christ's-Hospital  for  their  Licence,  and  23s.  6d. 
for  every  Transfer,  which  is  generally  sold  for 
about  ^.100. 

Tackle-house  Porters,  (who  have  about  1,500 
Ticket- Porters  (.r)  under  them,)  are  also  regulated  by 
the  City  of  London,  They  have  the  privilege  of  per- 
forming the  labour  of  Unshipping,  Landing,  Carry- 

{u)  These  are  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Dock  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  May  30,  1797*  to  support  600  families. 
This  Society  was  instituted  in  i6dj. 

[x)  It  is  stated  in  the  same  Minutes,  that  there  are  1500  Ticket- 
Porters  in  all,  who  work  under  the  Tackle-housc  Porters^  of 
which,  about  joo  are  employed  in  the  business  of  the  Water.sidc. 

ing, 
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in£,  and  Housing  the  Goodg  of'  (h^.-,; 
(^impanv,— the  East-India  Comptny.  tnd  aB  i 
Goods,  e\ci-{)t  Irom  the  East-Country^— th&p 
o^  the  Ilritii:>h  Plantations  and  Ireland^  uid  Gttidl, 
Coastwise. — Tlicy  give  Bond  for  ;f.500,  to  ONto 
restitution  in  case  of  loss  or  damage,  and  arelilniitcdi; 
to  Kates  ficttled  by  the  City  of  London..  -In  per^' 
forming  the  labour  of  the  Port,  if  Tickct-Fortcn 
arc  not  at  hand,    they  may  employ  any  thatoffer. 

The  Tickct-PoTiers  are  persons  appointed  by  the 
City  of  London,  and  have  granted  to  tbem  tbifex- 
chiiiive  privilege  of  unshipping,  landing,  and  tMusing 
Pitch,  Tar,  Soap-Ashes,  Wainscot  Fir,  Poles,  MaaU^ 
Deals,  Oar?,  Chests,  Tables,  Flax  and  Hemp,  brougllC 
to  Knglnnd  from  the  East  Country  ;  also  Iron,  Cord- 
age, and  Timber,  and  nil  Goods  of  the   piodiice  of 


« 

Aq  endeavour  has  thus  bceh  made  to  develope  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  Furictiotis  of  the  City  of 
Londoni  as  they  fclatc  to  the  Police  Regulations,  ap- 
plicable to  the  Port  of  London  and  the  Rivc^ 
Thames.  *  As  they  are  exceedingly  extended  it  may 
be  useful  to  bring  the  whole  under  the  review  of  the 
ileader,  by  the  following 

RECAPITULATION, 

Enumerating  the  different  privileges  and 
functions  exercised  by  the  city  op  l0nd017, 
in  respect  to  the  river  thames  and  fort 

tfp    LONDON. 

I.  Conservaiorlal  Funciiojis. 

1st.  To  regulate  the  Fisheries  ia  the  Thames  and 
Mcdvvay,  and  to  make  Bye-Laws. 

2d.  To  preserve  the  River  from  injurious  Encroach- 
ments. 

3d.  To  cleanse  the  River,  and  to  preserve  its  Depth 
by  the  removal  of  Mud  and  Filth. 

4th.  To  prevent  and  remove  Nuisances  and  Obstruc- 
tions of  every  kind. 

5th.  To  repair  Banks  and  Breaches  in  the  River. 

6th.  To  erect  Posts  for  the  Conveniency  of  Ship- 
ping. 

7ib.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  repair  certain  Public 
Stairs. 

^.  8th.  To 
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8th.  To  grant  Licences  teenat..'f7^|^fii|i^ 
Ciuscways,  and  other  igDOcastl^teAllBt.. 

9th.  To  take  up  and  lay  down  Moorii^CMM  fir 
the  Conveniency  of  Shi[^i|gj  u     . 

lOth.  To  appointa  Water-JBdliff  to  wiyiimml  ^c 
Fisheries,  and  to  prereDt  EntsoK^veBi^  (M»- 
structions  and  other  Nuisances  in  tbe.  Sner. 

nth.  To  make  Bye- Laws  fur  the  Regnlaiua  and 
the  proper  Birthing  of  Ships,  Vcmc)^  and 
Craft  in  the  River  Thames,  and  alao^BiJes  far 
Harbour-Masters.  -   r     i     ■■': 

12th.  To  manage  »od  direct  all  matten  nfaiiitt  to 
the  Canal  across  the  Isle  of  DogSjaad  to  fdfect 
the  Rates  thereon. 

13lh.  To  appoint  one  or  more  Harbour-Masters  to 
attend  to  the  Biriiiing  of  Ships,  and  la  the  wcU- 
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4tb.  To  appoint^  in  conjunction  with  the  Goveraoit 
of  Christ's  Hospital,  and  to  regulate  aud  con- 
tsol  Carroons  or  privileged  Carts,  420  in  num* 
ber,  to  convey  Merchandise  to  and  from  the 
Landing  Places,  to  the  Repositories  of  theMer* 
chants ;  about  600  in  all^  including  Servants. 


III.  Functions  applicable  to  the  Measurement  of  Coals, 
Corn,  SaU,  Fruit ,  and  Fegetables,  imported. 

1  St.  To  appoint  sworn  Meters,  for  measuring  Coals 
in  tbe  Port  of  London,  and  to  control  and  regu- 
late, in  a  certain  degree,  this  important  branch 
of  Trade.O') 

2d.  To  appoint  Corn  Meters,  and  to  regulate  and 
control  the  Importation  of  this  important  ne- 
cessary of  Life. 

3d.  To  appoint  Measurers  for  Salt,  and  also  Fruit  and 
Vegetables,  water-borne  on  the  Thames. 

IV.  Functions  applicable  to  the  Garbling ^  Piiciage, 
Scavage,  Balliage^  and  Portage,  of  Merchan- 
dise  exported  and  imported, 

1st.  An  old  Law  of  James  I.  for  the  wcU-garblfng 
of  spices  in  London,  (Stat.  1 .  Jac.  L  cap.  1 9.) 

«  ■  ■ 

(jf ) .  The  dircctioni  of  die  Charter  of  12  Jac.  I,  with  respect  to 
this  necessary  Article  of  8ttbiiitencc,'aic  not  unworthy  attention  at 

the  present  time.  •        »   . 


i-  i       •     "    ■  Slicing 


TREATISE  OX 


bciii^  bv  Jcngth  of  time,  found  in^jlil*  if  flok 
jircjudicial,  was  rc[)c;iIt'cV1)y'SnaWV  Ali1^%'.i^ 
4iiid  an  equivalent  was  given'  lonftte^St^'  oT 
TAjmlon,  for  the  Profits  fornicriy  i^m^^Sf  '^' 
Carblcr's  Office,  by  laying  i  Tax  of  iOiif^il&Vf; 
to  Ik  paiil  to  tlitiChHmlicrlainor'ikii^H^W 
liixtkcrs ;  nevertheless,  TIic  Lord  MajtiTf  Jiidilf- . 
met),  atul  Common  Council,  'may  itil(  \t  tbejr 
think  fiting,  appoint  8  Oarblcr  wbe,',a^'lfee  re*' 
rjtirst  ol'  ilic  Owner  of  any  Spices  or  ti^^UWfar- 
blcable,  and  not  othrnvtse,  xliall  guMe  the 
same,  at  such  Fees  as  the  Lortl'Mi^,  itc; 
may  appoint.  ""  -**'■■'-■■ 

ad.  Tbcprivilegesof  the  PdrA/j-f  of  Cloths  ariflcnw' 
Iain  other  oiitward-boiitui  Goods   of    Fof 
Merchants,   Dcnin-m   or    Miens;    of 5 
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These  Functions,  are  of  jgreat  moment,  and  from 
their  accurate,  and  proper  execution,  advantages  of  a 
very  extensive  nature  arc  to  be  derived  by  the  Com- 
munity; while  in  the  present  state  of  Society,  and 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  Gsmmerciil  Interests  of 
the  Port,  infinite  mischief  and  inconvenience  must 
result  from  a  relaaed  or  inattentive  execution  of  the 
important  Duties  which  the  City  of  London  has  im« 
posed  upon  itself* 

To  the  individuals  who  compose  the  respectable 
Body  of  the  Corporation  of  London,  the  utmost  con<- 
fidence  is  due,  both  on  account  of  their  integrity  md 
talents;  but  in  their  private  capacity  no  responsi- 
bility attaches,  while  in  their  Corporate  Situation,  the 
obligation  to  perform  a  Duty  is  considered  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  make  art  order,  "  t/jat  ;/  shall  be 
carried  into  effect'^  Whether  therefore,  in  tho  execu- 
tion there  is  merit  or  demerit,  is  not  an  objcxt  of  In- 
quiry pr  Cognizance,  unless  some  gross  misconduct 
urges  a  complaint  or  accusation.  An  Individual  fol- 
lows up  his  directions,  and  sees  that  they  are  carried 
pointedly  into  execution.  Where  an  onus  or  re- 
sponsibility rests  there  is  Security  :  Where  it  docs 
not,  in  spile  of  the  best  Guards  that  can  be  devised, 
and  even  tlic  best  and  most  patriotic  intentions  on 
the  part  of  many  of  the  Individuals,  who  compose 
great  Public  Bodies,  relaxation  will  be  n^ahifest,  and 
inconveniences  will  consequently  be  felt  by  the 
Public. 

-:...:     -  .   .  ^  hope. 
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A  hope  however  may  be  indu]§a^:Att6om  dte  I 
Gollected  view  in  which  duK  inymit  lynctioii  ' 
liave  been  placed,  «nd. from  tbegiaat  i 
of  an  uninterrupted  i 
worthy  MemberaoT  Sofcietj,  who  imr  we  i^lBM^ 
after  may  become  Mcmbeit  of  thc-GbrpondDD  t£ 
London,  will  feel  imprcncd  with'^fae  -wc^hK^taT  the 
trust  committed  to  tbdr  cbatge;  and  %4i  mAmi 
and  patriotic  regard  to  the  Public  Goadl».]i 
those  inconveniencea  and  obitntctioria  ' 
ipecieaof  superintendancc  genenteain  IbiaMA^It^ 
other  Country^  where  C 
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CHAP.    xir. 

■ 

■    ■     •         ■  ■  .  .      . 

Powers  and  Functions  o/'/Ar  Tkinity-House  Corpo- 
ration, as  nlaikig  to  the  Thames  and  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  original  Foundation  and  Incorporation. — 
The  Stat.  8  Eliz.  cap,  l3.^^^Their  Charters  4uid 
Bye-Lafjos.'^^RecapUulation  of  their  Powers^  by 
Charter  and  Antient  Statutes^  under  Eight  differmi 
Heads. — Their  Power ^  as  to  Pilots,  enlarged  and 
confirmed,  by  Stat.  5  Geo.  II,  cap.  10.— An  Abstract 
of  that  Act,  as  relates  thereto  : — and  to  Gunpow* 
der,  (Sc-T- Abstract  of  the  Act  6  Geo.  II.  caf.  29. 
for  Regulating  Lastage  and  Ballastage.— Rates  fay- 
able  to  the  Corporation  for  Ballast. — Abstract  of  the 
Act  32  Geo.  II.  cap.  l6.  for  further  regulating  BaU- 
last  and  preventing  the  acaimulation  of  Dirt,  Rub- 
bish, &c.  in  the  River : — An  important  Clause  of 
that  Act,  to  be  observed  by  House-Keepers  in  Lon^ 
don,  to  prevent  Dirt  being  thrown  in  the  Streets  and 
Kennels. — Powers  of  the  Trimty  Corporation,  under 
the  Buniboat  Act,  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. — Under  the 
IVet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix. — Respecting 
Light'  Houses,  and  the  Dues  payable  to  the  Corpora- 
tion,  by  Ships  passing  the  same. — Recapitidalion  of 
the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  Corporation^ 
by  Modern  Statutes^  under  Eight  Heads. — Conclude 
ing  Observations  on  the  great  Credit  due  to  the 
Members  of  the  Corporation,  for  their  attention  to 
the  performance  of  their  various  Duties. 


This  Bcxly  received  their  first 
same  Monarch,  in  the  Fourth  1 
which  confirmed  to  them  not  onl 
vileges  of  the  Mariners  of  Englan 
incorporated  before)  but  also  the 
Possessions  at  Dcptford. 

The  object  of  this   foundation 
and  encouragement  of  Navigatic 
vcmmcnt  of  Seamen  ;  and    the 
Merchant  Ships ;  for  which    pi 
granted  them  in  their  Charter,  to  i 
By  ihe  Statute,  8  Eliz.  cap.  i 
This  respectable  Body  is  recognia 
ture,  as — ^'  A  Company  of  the  ch 
••  pert  Masters  of  Ships,  who  arc 
*'  themselves,  charged  with  the 
"  Quecn^s  Majesty^s  Royal  Navy 
**  see  the  good  Increase  and  Ma 
^«  and  of  all  kind  of  men,  traded 
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'•  vice/'— The  Preamble  of  the  Act  also  states, — 
That  *•  forasmuch  as  by  the  destroying  and  taking 
"  away  certain  Steeples, Woods,andothcr  marks  stand- 
"  iiig  upon  the  Main  Shores  adjoining  to  the  Sea- 
"  Coa.*5tspf  this  Rcalm,of  England  and  Wales,  being  as 
^*  Beacons  and  Marksof  AntientTimc,accustomcd  for 
"  Seafaring  Men,  to  save  and  keep  them  and  the 
"  Ships  \\\  their  charge  from  sundry  Dangers  there- 
to incident  :  diver&  Ships,  with  their  Goods  and 
Merchandise,  in  sailing  from  Foreign  Parts  to- 
wards this  Realm  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
especially  to  the  Port  and  River  of  Thames,  have 
by  lack  of  such  Marks  of  late  years  been  miscar- 
ried, perished,  and  lost  in  the  Sea,  to  the  great 
^'  detriment  and  hurt  of  the  Common  Weal,  and  the 
"  perishing  of  no  small  number  of  people  :" 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration arc  authorised  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
and  at  their  own  cost,  to  set  up  as  many  Beacons, 
Marks,  and  Signs  for  the  Sea,  in  such  places  of  the 
Sea-Shores,  and  Uplands  near  the  Sea-Coasts,  or 
Forelapds  of  the  Sea,  only  for  Sea-Marks,  as  to  them 
shall  §eem  requisite  ;  whereby  the  Dangers  may  be 
avoided,  and  the  Ships  the  better  come  into  their 
Ports  without  peril. — Power  is  also  given  at  the  Costs 
and  Charges  of  the  Corporation,  to  maintain  and  re- 
new the  said  Sea- Marks. 

The  same  Act  prohibits  the  removing  or  tak,ing 
down  any  Steeple?,  Trce«^,  &c.  standing  as  Beacons 

Z  'or 


^ 


^3S 
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or  Su-Mtrks;  under  penalty  of  lOOi  oc  In  defatift 
of  Pis'mcni,  the  Offender  to  be  ipso  faci9  consi- 
dered M  an  Outlaw. 

It  alw  ambarises  the  Trinity  Corporaiioti  to  licciue 
Mnrinm  and  ScaiDca  ducHiog  about  the  Rirer 
Thames,  as  well  between  their  Voyxscs  as  at  other 
thnej*,  to  row  their  o*'n  Wherries,  ot  any  otbcr 
'^'hcrricj  by  theni  hired,  or  wherein  ihey  tttall  be 
employed  to  work  up  ami  doivn  ihc  wd  River 
Thames,  to  apply  and  follow  the  ordinaiy  possngand 
carrj-irig  the  Queen  a  Majesty's  People  to  and  fro, 
as  oilier  Warcrmcn,  commonly  called  W'Ticrrymen, 
are  accuitomed  to  do.—"  That  these  Mariners  nwr- 
•*  thereby  the  better  keep  and  refrain  thcmselit* 
•'  frotti  Folly,  Idletieii!,  and  Lewd  Company;  aud 
"  for  the  Rclicfof  them,  lhcirWivea,aDdChildrer..** 
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bcr  of  Younger  Brethren^  composed  of  Nautical  Men 
who  have  certain  privileges  and  immunities  granted 
to  them,  such  as  being  exempted  from  either  serving 
in  or  contributing  to  the  expence  of  the  Militia^  or 
serving  on  Juries  and  Inquests.(f)  Their  House 
and  Offices  have  been  recently  removed  toTower  Hill, 
where  the  Mee;tings  of  the  Corporation  arc  held 
every  Thursday,  and  where  there  are  various 
Officers  under  the  direction  of  a  Secretary,  con- 
stantly in  attendance. 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Charter  ef  King 
James  IL  the  Corporation  made  certain  Bye- Laws, 
♦Which  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  High  Chancel* 
lor,  and  the  Judges,  on  the  24th  of  June  l687  (by 
Virtue  of  the  Stat.  19  Henry  VII.  cap.  7.)  Of  these 
Bye-Laws  the  following  is  an  Abstract  :— 

I  St,  Every  Master,  Pilot,  or  other  Seaman,  refusing  to  appear 
when  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  Corporation,  shall 
forfeit  as  follows, — the  Master  or  Pilot,  131.  4i/.  and 
Mariners,  2x. 

2d.  Every  Mariner  going  to  Sea,  without  paying  the  Duties, 
as  they  ought,  to  the  Corporation,  shall  pay  double  on 
their  return,  in  addition  to  what  may  arise  on  the  new 
Voyage. 

3d.  Every  Ship-master  and  every  Mate,  who  shall  not  be  on 
board  their  respective  Ships  in  the  River  Thames,  at  or 
above  Blackwall,  while  the  Ship  is  lading  or  discharging,  to 
see  the  Merchandise  orderly  and  safely  received  or  deli- 

(r)  Stow's  History  of  Londoiu 

z  2  vcrcd, 


.xui*    x.vLi  V  oiiip-iViaMLT  ui^in^  men  uica 

or  keeping  any  fire   ihcrLiri  in  the 
[Another  part  of  this  Bye- Law  rclai 
discharge  of  Gunpowder,  and  the  i 
now  regulated  by  the  Statute,  5  Geo. 

5th.  [This  Article  of  the  Bye-Laws  res 
and  firing  of  Guns,  now  also  regula 
5  Geo.  IL  cap.  20.] 

6th.  Every  Ship-master  homeward-boun> 
persons  navigating  Bumboats,  carry! 
Strong  Waters,  to  come  on  board 
shall  suffer  the  Dirt  of  their  Ships  tc 
Boats,  at  unseasonable  hours  of  the  * 
over-board  in  the  River,  shall  forfeit 

7th.  Every  Master  who  shall  suffer  Goc 
heaved  out  of  his  Ship,  without  havi 
cell  of  the  Port,  or  (if  a  small  Vcss 
overhang  the  side  of  the  Lighter,  sha 

8tb»  Every  Person  refusing  or  hindering 

appointed  by  the  Corporation,  on 
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be  an  Elder  Brother  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  obstructing 
him  is  by  that  Act  punished  with  a  Penaly  of  5/.] 

9th.  Any  member  of  the  Corporation,  who  shall  set  his  name 
to  any  Bill,  Petition,  &c.  to  Parliament  or  inferior  Juris- 
dictions, in  name  of  Seamen  in  general,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Master, Warden,  and  Assistants^  shall  forfeit  5/. 

loth.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or  blasphemei 
while  on  Ship-board,  shall  forfeit  u.  to  the  Poor's  Box. 

Every  Mariner  hired  to  serve  on  board  of  ^y  Ship,  who 
shall  lie  on  shore  during  the  Voyage  without  leave,  shall 
forfeit  2s.  6d.  to  the  Poor's  Box. 

Every  Mariner  being  in  perfect*  health,  who  shall  ab« 
sent  himself  from  prayers,  being  performed  according  to 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  who  shall  not 
repair  thither,  after  the  ring  of  the  Bell,  shall  forfeit  6d. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  drunk,  shall  forfeit  is. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and 
who  shall  not  obey  the  Master's  lawful  commands,  or  the 
Mate's  or  Boatswain's,  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  half  his 
Month's  Pay. 

Iith.  Every  Mariner  shipping  himself  with  any  Master  for  a 
Voyage,  and  afterwards  deserting,  and  shipping  himself 
with  another  ; — the  Master  with  whom  he  sails  may  de- 
tain 2 J.  in  th«  pound  of  his  Wages,  for  the  time  he  serv- 
eth  in  the  Ship, 

1 2th.  Every  Commander  of  a  Ship  hiring  any  Mariner  to  sail 
with  him  on  a  Voyage,  sliall  take  in  writing,  under  the 
Seaman's  hand,  lipon  what  condition  he  is  entertained  and 
to  submit  himsclt  to  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Trinity-House. 


The  Forfeitures  to  go  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 


In 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Charters 
granted  to  this  Body,  together  with  the  siihsequent 
Acts  of  Parliament,  authorised  them  to  appoint 
Jjoadsmen  or  Guuies,  to  conduct  Ships  and  Vessels 
out  of  the  River  Thames  and  Medway ;  and  to  make 
orders  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  Naviga- 
tion, and  the  governmentof  Mariners  J  and  ibr  pre- 
venting annoyances  on  the  River  Thames.(</) 

Upon  the  whole,  the  functions  of  this  Corporation, 
exercised  by  virtue  of  those  Charters  (and  ancient 
Statutes)  may  be  summed  up  unilcr  the  following 
beads ; — 

J.  They  manage  and  superintend  an  extensive  Charity,  and 
exercise  the  patronage  created  by  a  Fund,  arising  iiom  the 
Profits  of  ihe  sale  of  Ballast,  &c.  and  applied  for  the  relief 
of  poor  Seamen  and  tlieir  Widows,  and  for  the  support  of 
nvo  Alms-houses,  at  Deptford,  in  Kent,  and  two  at  Mile- 
End,  Old-town,  in  Middlesex,  which  arc  well  endowed,  and 
have  become  comfortable  Asylmns  for  superior  classes  of 
decayed  Mariners  and  llieir  Widows. 

II.  They  were  empowered  to  punish  Seamen  for  desertion,  or 
mutiny,  in  the  Merchants'  service. — [But  this  lias  become 
obsolete.] 

III.  They  were  also  authorised  to  hear  and  determine  all  Com- 
plaints of  Officers  and  Seamen  in  the  Merchants' service, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral, — [But  such 
authority  has  not  been  exercised  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time] 

(d)  See  the  preamble  to  Statute  j  Geo.  II.  c.  lo  in  a  subiequent 
page  of  this  Chapiet,(p.  344)  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Trinity 
House  exercised  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  City  of  London, 
relative  10  damages  and  annoyances  on  the  River, 

6  IV.   Thev 


xipt  firee  o(  the  Wi|tennep!s  Coaifi^j)  to  pljr  &r  hire  m  the 
River  Thstmcf . 

V.  They  ire  aothoriied^  as  luutical  meiit  to  exanune  per* 
tons  lyrho  t^  candidates  fqr  the  liliuttiop  'of  Masters  and 
Mates  in  bis  Majesty's  Shiiis  of  Witv  4od  to  certify  4Mb 

fitness* 

VI.  They  cptamine  the  Youths  in  Christ's  Hospital»  M» 
leceive  a  muthematical  educati^  with  a  view  ta  aautiQi^ 
pursuits*  ' 

VI I.  They  appointed  and  r^hted  Ptlols. 

VIIL  They  have  the  sole  privilege  of  supplying  Ships  with 
BaUasti  that  pass  between  Looden-bridge  and  ihe  M«o  Set* 

These  appear  to  be  the  rights  exercisable  by  the 
Corporation  under  their  Charters  and  Bye-Laws* 
With  respect  to  the  two  latter,  and  most  important 
of  tbem^  it  was  soon  discovered  in  the  progress  of 
society,  that  stronger  powers  were  necessary  than  those 
conferred  by  the  Charters;  not  only  to  prevent  innova* 
tions  and  abuses,  but  also  to  remedy  damages  and 
annoyances  upon  the  River.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  1732,  this  respectable  Body  found  it  necessary 
to  apply  to  Parliament,  when  tbeir  exclusive  powers 
respecting  the  appointment  and  control  of  Pilots 
were  confirmed  and  explained  by  the  Act  5  Gcu* 
II,  c.  20,(0 

By 

(#)  The  foUowii^  aie  the  words  of  the  prtamble  of  this  Act,  to 
which  some  allusion  has  been  alrcsdy  flMde,  and  which  vsll  moie 
folly  explain  the  aatott  of  the  jurisdiction  cbiined  and  exercised 
by  this  Corpaooioa  >--> 

<<  Whcieu 


I 
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By  §  1  of  this  Statute,  it  U  enartctl,  that  every 
person,  taking  upon  hiinscif  the  charge  of  any  Sbiji 

as 

"WhercM  ihc  Muter  Wirjcni  and  Astutanti  of  ihe  Gailil, 
Fmteniiry,  or  Brotherhood  of  ihe  moti  glorious  »rid  mujividfd 
Ttiiiity,  and  of  St.  Ctrmcnt,  in  the  parish  of  Deptfotd  Sirond,  in 
the  County  of  Koit,  have,  for  above  joo  ycar»  bit  pan,  been  a 
Corporation,  and  by  long  usage,  and  by  virtue  of  diTrn  Lctiers- 
fnenijgrantciJ  to  thrm  ty  the  Crown,  been  aiuhori«d  and  empow- 
ered to  appoint  PiloR,  Losdsmen,  or  Guidei,  to  co«doci  Ship*  and 
Veuds  out  of  the  Rivw  of  Thim^i  and  MrAvor,  through  U« 
North  Ch»nni;ltoot  by  Or/iir/wH,  and  round  the /.i'»X'^'"'''- "'"■'» 
imo  the  Ih-utni ;  and  from  and  by  OrfirJ/itu,  up  <he  North  Chan, 
nelfwd  the  Riven  of  Ti^w-i  and  MrA«wn  and  ilMlDiiukcsKh 
Of<!cr5  ariil  C^.nM  Inn  Inns  as  shouM  l>e  nccrsinn*  for  the  «-holf-nme 
governmeiii,  maintenance  and  increase  of  N'avig.iiion,  and  of  all 
fcs-faring  Men,  coming,  or  being  wiiliin  tlic  River  of  Thames ; 
a;-.d  in  pursuar.fe  of  such  powers,  and  by  ancient  usage,  have,  from 
time  10  time,  appoiritd  a  competent  number  of  Pilots  for  ihe  pur- 
poses beforemndrmeJ,  and  made  Orders,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  better  regulation  and  govemmtnt  of  the  same  ,■  and  vho  for 
preventing  mischiefs,  damages,  and  annojancei  upon  the  said 
River;biitdiverspersons,  without  examinai  ion,  licence,  or  authority, 
by,  or  from  the  said  Corperafion,  have  taken  upon  ihemselves  tu 
act  as  Pilots  or  Loadsmen,  and  to  conduct  and  guide  Shij's  and  Ve-- 
scls  to  and  from  the  sever.:!  places  aforewid,  to  flic  great  hazard  of 
such  Ships  and  Vcsicls,  and  their  Cargoes,  and  the  lives  of  the  per. 
soni  on  hoard  the  same;  and  to  the  ohiiruction  of  Navigation 
■H-ilhJn  the  said  limits  .md  the  prcji^licc  of  Lnvful  ami  licensed 
Pilots,  who  attend  wholly  on  that  service,  and  on  which  their  liveli- 
hood chiefly  depends;  And  whereat  great  loMcs  by  tire  mav  happen 
to  Merchar.ts  and  Owners  of  Shi[.s  ixiasioiii.l  hy  Powder  being 
Uken  in  and  remaining  on  borrJ,  while  Sliips  lie  in  ihe  River  d 
Thames,  and  hy  heati:ig  of  Pitch,  Tar,  Ro'in,  Grease,  Talloiv,  Oil, 
and  oiher  combusiible  mailers  and  things  on  board  Ships  and  other 
Vessels,  lying  in  lilt  sjid  River:  And  whereas,  by  keeping  Gun? 
shotted  tnboardShipt,  lying  in  the  said  River,  and  by  firing  Gun5 
in  the  ni^ht  time,  not  only  the  bhips  lying  in  ihe  said  River,  but 
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as  Pilot  down  the  River  of  Thames,  or  through"  the 
North  Channel  to  or  by  OrfordnesSy  or  round  the 
Long  Sand-Head  into  the  Downs,  or  down  the  South 
Channel  into  the  Downs^  or  from  or  by  Orfordness^ 
up  the  North  Channel^  or  the  River  of  Thames,  or 
the  River  Medway,  without  being  licensed  under 
the  seal  of  the  Corporation,  shall,  on  conviction, 
before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, or  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  Kent,  or 
Surry,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  forfeit  20l. 
But  the  Act  does  not  extend  to  an  obligation  on  the 
Master  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  Coal  or  Coast- 
ing  Trade,  to  employ  a  Pilot.  And  it  has  been  de- 
termined, that  this  penalty  does  not  attach  on  per- 
sons steering  Vessels  from  one  Wharf  to  another, 
down  the  River,  for  the  purpose  merely  of  unlading 
their  Cargoes. 

The  same  Act  (§  8)  subjects  all  licensed  Pilots 
to  the  regulations  and  government  of  the  Corpo- 
ration (except  with  regard  to  keeping  their  turns, 
and  settling  the  rates  of  Pilotage)  and  to  the  payment 
of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one   shilling  in  the  pound 

also  his  Majesty's  Docks  and  Yards,  and  the  Tower  and  City  of 
London,  and  the  lives  of  divers  persons  may  be  greatly  endangered: 
And  whereas  the  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  the  said  Corpo. 
ration,  are  found  not  Mifficient  or  effectual,  to  remedy  and  pre. 
vent  the  mischiefs  and  ill-practices  before-mentioned:  There- 
fore, for  promoting  and  securing  a  more  safe  Navigation  for 
Siiips  and  Vcvsols,  in  the  River  of  Thames,  and  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual preventing  and  remedying  the  dangers,  mischiefs  and  annoy. 
anccs  upon  the  said  River,  below  London^bridge /'  It  is  enac- 
ted, Sec. 

on 


h-r. 


'}  ■■  b."  *ii'  ot'  ilie  poor.  A  powtr 
ir-  C'iT(«'raii:ii  (by  §  g)  to  caU  in 
■.u  l':\t»,  who  niibcoiiilucts  llimssell'; 

i  I'.tC'l   [il'tllO   f3-C. 

.  .!t'i- r  i:si.ii)ii-!i;n^  certain  rcguh- 
•■:■  ;  .v.k-r.  l:i::\^  \<t  >hoiw.d  Guns, 
:.  T:ir.  &.-.  o;i  Iimia  i-f  Ships  and 
■,i>::(I;.;i  hi;',ij:c  a.ul  ljl.n:kwail.',rth:th 
irc.licr 'r  tlif'-irm  i^  5)  thct  lor  the 
■:  ()tl<[i.:er.-.  it  si.;:il  b"  lawful  lV.r  iht 
,3:1(1  Abf-irUnt?.  to.T|';io;iu  aiiv  LMcr 
-tnimt-m  iifilcr  iIji  ir  Cuiiiinoii  birul, 
;;.!!icistiii-sc'.lii.j..tubi">arilaii\Tra('- 
.i[;(iM  anh  lui  lVi\iili:r,(>ut;»  flioucd, 
.!;.ii  i::(  iiiii;:  ■'!  i'iicri  .iiiii  con.bui- 
i:!.;:i  tiif   limil-i  st;;tcil  in   the  Act: 
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The  Statute  6  Gm.  It  ti.  ^^mtitle^m  4^  for 
flu  tetter  Regulaim  ef  l^tO^ffi  and  JMhst^,  m 
the  Rher  T^iMtfs)— Recittflt  '^That  the  TriitUy 
House  bave^  by  grants  *f{6ai;tbe  G^mro,.  ibtf  iMfe* 
age  and  Ballastag^  tad  the  4|i|  Qgbt  of  tapplj^^ 
all  Ships  and  VesBels  with  BaKt,  thrit  tailbbtweea 
London  bridge  and  the  Biain  Sea,  at  the  lalefraild 
prices  aocustomed  s  and  ihat  thay  are  entitla^  JmI 
have  a  right  to  dig,  and  take  op  the  GraTdl,  Land 
and  Soil  of  the  River  of  Thamifif  for  Ballntifl|||  suohi 
Ships  and  Vessels  as  afor^aaid.  That  for  this  fiuw 
pose  they  have  employed,  for  several  yean!,  Ad  Bal- 
last Ughters  and  120  men,  to  dig  and  raise  BaUask 
from  the  Shelves  and  Sand  Banks  of  the  River,  for 
Ships  and  Vessels  having  occasion  for  the  same. 
That  by  this  operation  the  Channel  of  the  River  had 
been  considerably  deepened,  and  several  obstructions 
to  the  Navigation  removed  : 

^'  That  4d  per  Ton  had  been  paid  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, to  two  Ballast»men,  for  raising  the  same,  and 
2d,  per  Ton  for  the  use  of  the  Lighters, — in  all  (5d* 
That  the  Corporation  have  recdved  9d.  per  Ton  for 
Ballasting  Ships  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade,  and 
12d.  per  Ton  for  Ballast  furnished  to  British,  and 
l6d.  per  Ton  to  foreign  Ships  and  Vessels.  That 
the  Net  Profits  arising  from  these  Rates  and  Putiqid 
are  applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of 
many  hundreds  of  decayed  Sean^en,  tjieir  Widows 
and  Orphans.  That  great  Frauds  had  been  committed 
by  Ballast-men  in  not  delivering  the  due  Tonnage. 

That 


I 
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That  the  Ball-ist-men  and  Owners  of  Lighters,  bad' ] 
represented  that  the  price  of  Provisions  and  LaIm 
bad  greatly  advanced,  and  that  by  reason  of  t 
'River  being  much  deeper,  the  Ballast  was  more  dtf^ 
iicult  (0  be  raised  than  formerly,  and  Airther  to  be  ' 
fetched,  and  I  he  Lighters  were  obliged  lo  be  stronger 
built,  and  lo  be  fitted  withMasts,  Sails  and  other Rig- 
gingjandthat  unless  the  Wages  and  Hireof  Ballast- 
mcn  and  Lighters  were  raised,  the  Lighters  could  not 
be  made  seviccabie  for  the  purpose  intended,  nor  th»J 
Ballast-cnen  maintain  themselves  and  families  :  ^M 

"  That  the  Ballast-men  bad  entered  into  a  ComM*  ■ 
nation,   refuaing  lo  work,  and   had   demanded    and 
received,  from  several  Ship-Masters,  an  advance  of 
3d,  per  Ton." 

As  a  remedy  against  these  Frauds  and  Abuses,  it 
is  enacted,  th;it  the  following  Prices  shall,  in  future, 
be  paid  to  the  Triniiy-House  Corporaiion,  for  all 
Ballast  <Icmandcd  and  entered  at  their  Ballast- 
Oflicc. 

For  every  Ton  of  2ocwl.  carried  lo  Vessels  in  ihc  dial 

Tr:.<lc        .  -  .  ,  -         rid. 

to  nny  Brilidi  \'csm1    ijd. 

-  -  -         to  any  I'Vtteign  Dilio   lod, 

And    that    the  Corpnnition  sliiil!  pay    ffir  raising 

and  carrying  the  same,  the  following  U;Ucs  : 

To  two  Balk't-mcn  fpcr  Ton)  for  tlitir  Labour     .     .     fcd. 
Fortheu:cDfthcL'('hlcr,rorc«ryTon     .      .      .     .     -.6. 


Toi;il  per  Ton 


gd. 


But  these  Rates  ace  » iio  Ttspeet  to  alter  the 
price  c{  ^asiedSaBtuti'^vKlM  to  any  Ship.  -    . 

Upon  oath,  bdbre  the  Supervisor  of  'th6  Ballafbp 
Office,  being  an.  Elder  Brother,  BalJast-men  'shall 
forfeit  28.  fid. -per  Ton,  for  ^0^.  deliveries  of.Bri* 
last«  which  shall  afterwardn'te  made  gdod  by  the 
CorpoTBtion' to  the  party  ii^URx^  under  ffae  pedalfy 
of  sol.  to  be  recovered  in  die  &iperior  Cbutl^ 
(§3,4.)     ,  ■        f.- 

A  penaltyoflSl.  is  inflicted  (by  ^6)';oDB>Bist- 
men  refbaing  to"WoHc'at  the  wage*  appointed,  or  not 
contbrmiog  to  the  dlrectioib  off  [the  Ru'Icri->of  ttw 
Ballast-OiEce— For  breach  of  contract,  or' jiAiiiig 
in  combinations  to  raise  wages. 

A  Regulation  is  also  established  for  more  correctly 
ascertaining  the  burthen  of  the  Ballast  Lighten,  by 
marks  on  the  stem  and  stem,  that  the  Tonnage  may 
be  computed  by  a  gradual  progression  of  two  Tons 
and  a  half ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Frauds 
in  this  respect,  the  body  of' Ship-masters  taking 
Ballast,  may  appoint  persons  to  inspect  the  marks  of 
the  Ijghters,  and  on  discovering  or  suspecting  any 
fraudulent  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
weighed  within  ten  working  days  after  a  request  is 
made  to  the  Corporation,  and  if  a  Fraud  is  detected, 
the  ofiending  party  sbatl  forfeit  5l.— if  not,  the  per- 
son applying  shall  pay  the  expcnce  of  re-weighing 
the  Lighter.  (§  7,8.)  -■  :. 

When  Ballast  Lighters  are  conycyed  to  ^ips,' 
the  Masters  may  appoint  the  Mab^  uid  any  other 

peraoQ  ' 
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person  to  inspect  the  Lighter's  depth  in  the  water, 
for  which  purjxjse,  the  Ballast-men  arc  required  to 
trim  such  Lighter  so  as  to  make  the  same  swim  at 
equal  marks  at  stem  and  stem,  and  pump  all  the 
wuter  out.  In  case  of  (^tructing  sitch  examina- 
tion, or  delivering  Ballast  until  every  thing  is  done, 
as  directed  in  the  Act,  to  obtain  satisfaction  that  no 
Fraud  is  committed,  the  Ballast-men  shall  forfeit  5\. 
(510; 

Where  Lighters  are  employed  in  raising  Ballast, 
without  being  previously  weighed,  marked,  number- 
ed, and  allowed  bv  the  Trinity  Corporation  ;  or 
where  the  gauge  marks  denoting  the  Tonnage,  or  the 
number  of  any  Lighter  in  the  service  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, shall  be  counterfeited,  removed,  or  defaced, 
the  offender,  on  conviction,  shall  forfeit  lOl.  ($  II.) 

Ballast-men  demanding  and  receiving  money  from 
Masters  or  Officers  in  Ships,  for,  or  on  account  of 
any  Ballast,  or  the  delivery  of  the  sirme  to  such  Ship, 
shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  2I.  {§    12.) 

Except  in  respect  to  the  lowering  of  Wages,  all 
Ballast-men  shall  be  subject  to  the  Regulations  of  the 
Corporation,  (§  13.) 

By  ^  20  of  iliis  Act,  Bricks,  Tiles,  Lime,  or  any 
other  mcrchandisable  commodity,  may  be  carried  as 
Ballast  without  paying  any  thing  to  the  Corporation 
for  the  same. 

The  penalties  and  forfeitures  under  this  Act,  are 

to  be  applied    (except  where    specifically  directed 

otherwise)  in  satisfying  and  defraying  the  losses  and 

damages 
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damages  sustained  by  the  Corporation  in  conse* 
quence  of  Frauds  committed,  and  in  making  good 
deficient  Tonnage  ;  and  the  residue  to  the  poor  of 
the  Corporation.  (§  21.) 

This  Act,  which  was  limited  to  five  years,  was 
afterwards  continued  by  Statute  lO  Geo.  11.  c.  21, 
for  eleven  years  more,  and  by  subsequent  Acts  till 
June  24,  1805.  It  is  also  amended  and  extended 
to  other  objects,  by  the  Statute  32  Geo.  II.  c.  l6. 

This  Act  is  entitled—-^/;  Act  to  continue^  amende 
explain^  and  render  more  erffectualy  an  Act  made  in  the 
6th  of  His  Majesty y  for  better  regidating  Lastage  and 
Ballast  age  y  in  the  River  Thames  \  and  to  prevent  put' 
thtg  of  Rubbishy  Ashes ,  Dirt  arid  Soil,  in  the  said 
River y  and  in  the  StrcetSy  Passages  and  Kennels^  in 
Londony  and  the  Suburbs  thereof -y  and  in  fFestmitister, 
and  such  part  of  the  Dufchy  of  Lancaster  as  is  in  Mid" 
dleseXy  and  for  aUo'-JiU7ig  a  certain  quantity  of  Dungy 
Compost  Earthy  and  Soil ^  to  be  yearly  shipped  as  Ballast 
from  the  Laystalls y  in  Londony  on  hoard  any  Collier  &r 
Coasting  Vessel. 

After  reciting  that  the  preceding  Acts  had 
greatly  tended  to  the  preventing  Frauds  and 
Abuses  then  betbre  committed  by  Ballast-men,  and 
also  to  the  preservation  of  the  Navigation  of  the 
River,  the  encouragement  of  Trade,  and  the  main* 
tenance  and  relief  of  decayed  Seamen,  their  Wives, 
Widows  and  Orphans,  from  and  after  the  24th  June, 
1759,  authorises  3000  Tons  of  Dung,  Compost 
Earth,  or  Soil,  to  be  shipped  as  Ballast,  from,  any 

part 
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partofthc  River  Thjkm©* ;  besides  aooo  Tons  of 
Dung  tVoiu  the  Laystalls,  (over  and  above  the  3O00 
Tons  aullioriscU  by  6  Geo.  II.  c.  2(>) — 3000  Tons 
of  Chiilk  iind  Rubbish  for  Ballast,  in  Coasters — and 
2000  Tuns  uf  Sope  Ashes ;  provided  that  entry  is 
made  of  all  couimrdittcs  sl)i[}[)t.Hl  as  Balla.st,  and  Id. 
per  Ton  piiid  to  the  Trinity -house  for  licence  and 
authoriiy.(y ) 

This  Act,  (besides  enforcing  wliatevcr  relates 
to  wcigliing,  marking-j  and  numbering  the  Ballast 
Vessels)  establishes  ati  important  Police  Regulation, 
with  respect  to  Vessels  coming  up  the  River  Thames 
in  Ballast  ;  by  [irtiliibiiiiig,  under  a  penalty  of  5l.  its 
being  discliargtd  or  thrown  into  the  River,  and  di- 
recting that  it  shall  be  laid  or  put,  at  ihc  cxpenee  of 
the  Owner  or  Master  of  every  Vessel  bringing  Bal- 
last, on  some  common  IVharf  or  Quay  near  the  River, 
or  some  ^rounA  or  I'Kice  aboz'e  high-'^aler  mark,  or 
unloaded  into  Lighters  of  the  Trinity-House,  who 
arc  to  furnish  them  on  demand  made  within  three 
days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect,  or  refusal,  unless  oc- 
casioned  by    frosty   or    tempestuous  weather ;    for 

(/}  By  Stat.  _;6  Grc.  III.  cap,  i  lo.  reciting,  that  ii  is  expedient 
that  Lime,  Limesionts,  nml  other  .Aritcles  neecswry  for  the  culiiva- 
tion  and  imiirovcment  of  Land,  sliould  lie  removed  Caeiitviii  with 
as  little  expenci-  as  [xisiible  : — It  li  en.'HcJ,  :hat  no  Sufferance, War- 
rant, Truniirt,  01  Other  D.>L-Jir.e!it,  shall  be  required  ty  any  OJictr 
ef  iht  Caittms,  On  the  shipping,  canning  or  landing  Coastwile 
within  Gnat  Britain,  ofa;iy  Lime,  Limestan,;  Chalk,  Sand,  Marie, 
or  Dung,  nor  shall  any  Fei;  be  tharg^'d  or  taken  by  any  such 
Officer,  on  the  shipping,  rcmovingor  landing  Coastwise,  any  of  th« 
laid  AitKlcB,  on  any  pretettce  wliatsocvcr. 

which 
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which  service  the  G>rporation  ;are  entitled  to  d^ 
mand  6d.  per  Ton,  for  every  Ton  of  Ballast 
received  into  their  Lighters^  in  24  hours  after  the 
same  shall  be  canied  away  ;  which  money  shall  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation, 
(§8,9,100  : 

Any  person  throwing  any  Rubbish,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
or  Soil  from  any  Wharf,  Quay  or  Bank  adjoining^ 
or  near  the  River  Thames,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter,  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  4os«  (§  11.) 

By  §  13  of  this  Act(^)  it  is  recited  ^^  that  gi^ieat 
quantities  of :  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand^  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth,  and  Soil,  arc  frequently  thrown  into  the 
Streets,  Lanes,  and  Gammon  Passages,  of  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  Liberties  and 
Suburbs  thereof,  and  that  Scavengers  or  Rakers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  cleanse  such  Stn^ets,  do  fre- 
quently put  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth  and  Soil,  into  the  Kennels,  from  whence 
it  is  carried  or  forced  down  into  the  River 
lha!ne>,  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  Navigation 
thereof  as  well  as  to  the  annovance  of  the  Docks 
and  Wharfs^  contiguous  to  the  said  River  ;"  for 
remedy  whereof  it  is  enacted,  that  no  Person  shall 
lay,  throw,  or  put  any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes, 
Dirt,  Filth,  or  Soil,  in  any  Street,  Lane,  Gommon- 
way,  or  Passage,  in  London  or  Westminster ;  other 

(g)  This  clause  applies  to  every  riouse-kccper  in  London,  and 
ought  to  be  more  generally  known  and  understood  than  it  appears 
to  be., 

A  A  than 
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than  Rich  AS  are  allowed  by  Law,  to  be  laid  and 
Iieapcd  up  to  drain,  ready  for  the  Scavengers  to  carr)- 
away :  Nor  sweep,  throw,  carry,  or  otherwise  put 
any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt,  Filih,  or 
Soil,  into  any  Kennel,  other  than  such  as  shall  be 
swept  away,  by  the  respective  Inhabitants  before  their 
Habitations  ;  and  if  any  one  shall  offend  in  the  Pre- 
mises, he,  she,  or  they,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Tin  SJtii" 
ihgs  on  the  conviction  of  any  one  Justice. — But  not 
to  extend  to  sweeping  immediately  after  Snow.Thaw, 
Or  Rain,  any  Ice,  Snow,  Dirt,  or  Soil,  which  by  means 
of  such  Snow,  Thaw,  or  Rain,  ^ali  be  bcftm  any 
House  or  Tenement,  except  Rubbish. 

By  §  15  and  l6,  Lessees  and  Occupiers  of  Lay- 
5tatls,  are  authorised  to  inspect  the  Streets,  and  give 
information  of  OlTenders ;  and  on  performing  their 
duty  therein,  arc  allowed  to  ship  as  Ballast,  the 
•2000  Tons  of  Dung,  Sic.  under  this  Act. 

Any  Justice  of  Peace,  witfain  the  limits  of  his  Ju- 
risdiction may,  on  his  own  view,  convict  any  Person 
throwing  Ballast  into  the  River,  out  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel,  or  throwing  into  the  said  River,  any  Rubbish, 
Sand,  Ashes,  Soil,  &c.  from  any  Wharf,  Quay,  or 
Bank,  adjoining  the  River,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter;  or  into  any  Street,  Lane,  or  Passage,  as 
aforesaid,  and  such  Justice  (not  being  a  Member  of 
the  Trinity  Corporation)  is  by  the  Act  authorised  and 
required  to  convict  every  such  Offender  on  view  as 
aforesaid,  aud  also  on  complaint  to  issue  Warrants 

for 
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for  apprehending  Offenders;  which  Warrants  may 
be  executed  as  well  on  the  River  as  on  Shore. 

The  Provisions  of  the  Statute^  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. 
(generally  called  the  Bumboat  Act)  as  &r  as  they 
relate  to  the  criminal  Police  of  the  Riytf^  have  been 
already  shortly  detailed  (see  Chap.  II.  p.  42  ;44-''^6.) 

fiy  this  Act  the  Trinity  Corporation  are  autborisfad 
to  license  Bumboats  used  and  navigated  upon  the 
KivGP  Thames,  between  London  Bridge,  and  the 
Lower  Hope  Point,  for  the  puipose  of  selling  Greens^ 
Liquors,  Slops,  Fruit,  and  other  Articles  among  the 
Shifting,  and  it  is  enacted,  that  none  should  be  per- 
mitted,  except  such  as  entered  at  the  Office  of  the 
Trinity  House,  and  which  shall  be  navigated  only 
between  Sun-rise  and  Sun-set ;  the  said  Boats  having 
cnaiiied  upon  them,  in  legible  characters,  the  Names 
and  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Owners,  and  such  num* 
bers  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Corporation  ;  who 
shall  cause  all  such  Entries  to  be  registered  in  a 
book  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  for  which 
a  fee  of  5s.  shall  be  paid  and  no  more.  (§  1 — i,) 

The  Act  further  authorises  the  Trinity  Corpora- 
tion, or  such  Persons  as  they  shall  depute  and  ap- 
point under  the  Seal  of  their  Corporation,  to  stop, 
search,  and  detain,  in  some  Place  of  Safety,  any 
Boat,  which  there  shall  be  reason  to  suspect  has 
any  Ropes,  Cordage,  Tackle,  or  Apparel,  Furniture, 
Stores,  or  Materials  of  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or 
Lading  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  Thames,  and  to 
carry  the  Person,  suspected  to  be  ooncerned,  before 

A  A  2  a  Justice, 
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a  Justice,  lo  be  dralt  witb  as  the  Law  direet»  -^  S. 
One  moictv  of  nil  Penalties  to  be  poid  ta  the  Pa- 
Bon  apprehending  the  Offenders,  or  giving  inlbrrra- 
tjon,  unci  ihc  other  10  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  Cor- 

pOTBliOQ ^  H. 

The  Powers  of  this  Corporation,  with  respect  to 
the  General  Polire  of  the  ITiatncs.  and  the  Port  of 
London,  are  further  enlarged,  by  the  If'tt-Dtet  jtft, 
39  Geo.  III.  cup.  Uix.  alrcfldy  so  aftcn  alluded  to. 

By  §  79  of  iht»  Adi,  the  Trinity  Corpontkm  are 
.ta  examine  and  approve  iif  Harbour-MoMrrs,  ap- 
pointed by  the  L^rd  Mayor  at  Conservator  of  the 
^vi:r,  and  any  three  of  the  Elder  Brethren  may  pro. 
cure  ibero  tobc  removed  on  fiuffieicnt  came,  fbri]rg> 
Jcct  uf  duty,  or  intscondact.  ^h 

c    By  ^  112,  the  Bye-Laws,  which.arc  to  be  tnad^^l 
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pany,  are  not  legally  eligible  until  previously  exa- 
mined by  the  Trinity  Corporation,  and  a  Certificate 
obtained  of  their  being  properly  qualified  to  execute 
the  Office. 


Light-Houses. 

The  functions  of  this  Corporation  also  extend  to 
Light-houses ;  and  they  arc  entitled  by  various 
Charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament^  to  demand  and 
receive  by  their  Collectors,  from  every  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel which  has  passed,  or  is  about  to  pass  by  the  se- 
veral Lights  undcnnentioned,  the  following  Tolls 
and  Duties  : 


Light-Houses. 


From  British  Shipb 
bound  to  Foreign  Ports, 
per  Toil. 


Out 


In 


From 
Str:ir.v,tr  Ships 

P-j;_}V^i 

O'ur       In 


Edy  stone 
Portland  , 
Caskets  . 
Lizard    . 
jScilly 
Milford  . 
Ntedles 
Owers     • 


d. 
I 

z 
z 

1 

i 

X 

I 

'i 


J. 

1 


d. 

d. 

J. 

X.  d. 

I 

2 

2 

2 

I 

2 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

0  6 

I 
I 

I 
I 

2 
I 

1 

2 

2 

I 

1, 

I 

2 

I 
1 

I 
I 

I 

I 

From 
Ccubtfrs. 
per  Vo<.':.-i. 

O^t         \i\\ 
~s'.d. 
2 
I 

O 
2 
Z 
I 
I 
I 


N.  B.  All  Ships  are  rated  by  Law,  according  to  their  full  Ton- 
nagCy  and  are  subject  to  the  above  Duties  every  time  they  pass  the 
said  Lights,  whether  laden  or  empty.  But  it  has  been  deter, 
mined,  by  the  Court  of  King's  bench,  that  under  the  Statutes  4  An. 
c.  20.  and  8  An.  c.  17,  British  Ships,  sailing  from  Foreign  Port 
to  Foreign  Port,  and  not  touching  at  any  place  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  axe  not  liable  to  pay  the  Duties  for  passing  the  Edystonc 
Light. 


»"«  or  paning : 

To  the  Floaimg  I. 
in  Haisbm'  Gm 
I-ight  Hoiisc!!  oi 
It  Hiisbro'    , 

To  the  Light  at  hi 


To  ihe  Lights  at  Lc 


T©  the  Buoys  of  the 
and  St.  Nicholas'  < 


RIVER  POLICE.  35g 

The  ancient  Powers  and  Privileges  of  this  respect- 
able CorpoiTition  have  already  been  detailed  under 
eight  Heads  in  the  former  pages  of  this  Chapter. 
These  have  been  enlarged  and  confirmed  by  the 
Statutes^  of  which  Abstracts  have  been  given  ;  wd 
the  following  summary  View  will  shew  the  ad£tioTud 
Powers  which  have  been  conferred  by  modem  Acts 
of  the  Legislature. 

IX.  Functions  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  board  and  inqiect  Vcs* 
scis  in  the  Thames,  betwxen  London  Bridge  and  Black- 
walU  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  shotted,  &c.  and  to  detect 
and  prevent  the  danger  which  arises  from  heating  and  melt* 
ing  Pitch,  and  other  Combustible  Matter. 

X.  To  license  Bumboats  for  the  sale  of  Liquors,  Greens,  &c. 

among  the  Shipping,  from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point. 

XI.  To  depute  persons  under  the  Seal  of  the  Corporation,  to 
act  as  River  Officers  in  seizing  and  bringing  to  Justice^ 
persons  committing  Offences  against  the  Bumboat  Act. 

XIL  To  examine  and  approve  of  Harbour- masters  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  and  to 
dismiss  them  in  case  of  misconduct. 

XHL  To  examine  and  approve  of  Dock-Masters  appointed  by 
the  Directors  of  the  West- India  Dock  Company,  befone 
they  can  be  admitted  to  execute  their  Functions* 

XI V.  To  examine  the  Bye-Laws  ooade  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
City  of  London,  and  to  state  their  objections,  if  any*  ift 
the  first  instance,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  ;  and  if  not  obviatBd» 
to  submit  such  objections  to  the  Judges,  before  they  con- 
firm, and  allow  such  Byc-Lawf. 

XV.  To 


r 
I 
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XV.  To  inspect  and  direct  ihc  rainng  ind  rrpUciog.  repair- 
ing, and  mainnining  the  Mooring- Chains,  10  be  fixed  in 
the  River  Thames,  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corpontjon 
of  London,  for  rhc  accommodxtioo  of  Shipping. 

XVL  To  manage  and  coi>duct  all  maltcTG  and  things  rclaiive 
"      to  ihc  Maintenance  of  ceitain  L.iglH<hotues  herein  before 
t       mentioned,  and  to  culbcii  receive,  and  sppropriate   ibe 
Rates,  ai,  directed  by  Act  of  Parlbmcnu 

Fiom  the  foregoing  Review  it  appears,  that  the 
Functions  of  this  great  and  rcspcctablp  Corporation, 
as  regards  what  may  be  denominated  the  Saulual 
Police  of  the  Ri^-er  Thames,  ate  eilremely  extensive, 

and  embrace  nlmo^t  every  cbjccL  whii-h  i>  connected 
with  the  Shipping  Concerns,  cither  directly  or 
collaterally. 

The  Task,  is  arduotis,  and  the  Duties  arc  multifari- 
ous, imposing  on  those  intrusted  with  the  cxecutien 
of  them  a  eonsidcrablc  Fiesponsibility,  and  requiring  a 
firm  uprightness  of  Character,  The  Public  are  sa- 
tisfied, that  this  Task  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Persons 
zealously  disposed  to  repress  the  Disorders  and 
Pillage  which  prevail  upon  the  River,  and  to  contri- 
bute to  whatever  shall  have  a  tendency  to  diminish 
the  Evils,  which,  as  Nautical  Men,  possessing  great 
local  information,  they  have  long  known  and  ielt  as  a 
serious  grievance,  requiring  ihc  aid  of  a  vigorous  and 
energetic  Criminal  Police. (A) 

In 

(i)  The  Author  feel«  it  hit  duty,  to  acknowledge  ihi'  obligationi 
wlych  are  due  to  the   Triniij   Corpurauan,   for  ihc  very  handsome 
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In  the  performance  of  their  duty,  not  only  much 
Nautic«il  Science  is  necessary,  but  no  sma'l  degree  of 
personal  labour ;  and  both  are  unquestionably  ma- 
nifested in  the  progress  (^  the  Business  which  occu«p 
pics  the  attention  of  this  Board.  The  Establishment 
forms  an  honourable  retreat  to  able  and  respectable 
Mariners  who,  in  fulfilling  this  important  trust  with 
zeal  ancl  talent,  do  real  credit  to  themselves,  and  an 
essential  service  to  their  Country. 

and  effectual  manner  in  which  they  have  co-operated  with  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police^  and  the  candour  with  which 
(judging  from  what  passed  under  their  own  riew;  they  have  expres. 
scd  their  sentiments    of  the  Public  Benefits  derived  from  that 

Institution. 


CHAP. 


aO» 
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CHAP.     XIII. 


1-    ,x„.   Ai 


0/  the  Estahlisimmt  of  tit  Wbst-Ikdia  Doc! 

PANY,  and  the  Pmvtrt  to  he  exercised  by  them  m 
respect  to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thanes,  anJ  the 
Port  of  London. — A  detail  of  the  Provisions^  of 
the  Wet-Dock,  Act  en  this  jiihject.—Tke  Rates 
^ahle  to  the  Company  by  H'tst- India  Ships. — . 
Ohservatiom  on  the  probable  advantageous  effect  d 
ths  J\Vt»  Systetn. 


XXLL  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  Wes-^-India 
Cock.  Company  on  the  River  Thames,  are  created 
by  the  express  Letter  of  the  ff'el-Dock  Ad,  zg  Geo. 
III.  Cap.  Ixix.  An  Abstract  and  Recapitulation 
of  such  parts  of  this  Act,  as  relate  to  the  Company, 
and  some  observations  on  the  probable  effects  which 
will  result  from  this  New  System,  will  therefore  form 
the  substance  of  this  Cbaptar. 

The  Preamble  to  §  38  of  this  Act  recites,  "  That 
"  the  Ships  in  the  West-India  Trade  frequently 
"  arrive  at  the  Port  of  London  in  large  Fleets,  and 
"  oceasion  great  crowding,  confusion,  and  dama^ 
"  therein. — That  great  obstructions  and  delays  arise 
"  from  their  Cargoes  being  carried  in  Lighters  to 
^'  the  Legal  Quays,  and  that  in  the  passage  thither, 
^'  such  Cargoes  arc  subjected  to  Pilfering  and  Fraud, 
"  whereby 
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"  whereby  the  Owners  sustain  great  loss,  and  the 
"  Revenue  is  much  injured:  and,  that  if  Wet- 
Docks  were  made  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs  with  Legal 
Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Warehouses  attached  thereto, 
^^  for  the  reception  and  discharge  of  Vessels  in  the 
^^  West- India  Trade,  much  additional  Room  would 
'^  be  given  to  the  rest  of  the  Shipping  using  the 
'^  Port;  and  the  West-India  Produce  might  be 
"  effectually  secured  from  loss  by  t/ieft  and  otJier 
"  caii^esy  and  the  Public  Revenue  greatly  benefited. 
*^  — ^That  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  such  Docks, 
"  Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Warehouses,  &c,  should 
^^  be  forthwith  made, — ^That  several  persons  have 
^^  agreed  to  form  a  Company  for  this  purpose,  and 
*^  have.entered  into  a  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of 
^^  raising  500,000  /,  as  a  Capital,  for  carrying  the 
^^  Works  into  execution  :*' 

It  is  therefore  enacted,  that  certain  original  Sub- 
scribers,  (named  in  the  Act,)  with  such  others  as 
shall  agree,  and  be  permitted  to  become  original 
Members  of  the  Company,  and  their  several  Suc- 
cessors, Executors,  Administrators,  and  Assigns, 
&c.  shall  be,  and  they  are  by  the  Act,  declared  to 
be,  united  into  a  Company  or  Association  of  Propri- 
etors of  the  Docks,  Basops,  Cuts,  Quays,  Wharfs, 
Warehouses  and  other  Works;  and  which  Com* 
pany,  shall  use  the  Firm  and  Stile  of  the 

fVisUlndia  Dock  Cmpa?^ ; 

and  shall  have  the  Powen  and  Autboritiei  herein 

after  stated. 

The 


I 
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pricinn  of  lOnO/.  or  more,  of  the  Stoolb^  llw  CmI 
ofCommon  Council  iiuiy.  from  ttntc  lo  ttmC;,  rli 
and  appoint  one  person  for  every  lOOO/.  Srocit, 
vote  At  the  General  Mcctinj^  ;  every  such  Represent 
lative  lo  have  only  Oitc  vole.  ^  S3.  , 

After  the  cxpirniton  of  twelve  months,  fioin  tlitt 
panng  of  tlie  Act, — (i.  <•.  aflej-  I -Jib  July  i8oo>  no 
person  shall  vole  who  has  not  pome^sed  Stuck,  fin- 
cwdve  Calcntlnr  Months  In  \»s  own  rij^lit,  and  not 
In  trtist  for  Another,  unlc«  »uch  Stock  shall  hive, 
come  by  beque»t,  marrisgc,  or  intestacy,  or  by  tba 
Custom  of  London,  or  by  Kitlemcnt ;  such  pOMC^ 
Ktfn  to  be  asccruincd  by  the  oath  oftbe  Voters,  be^ 
fbrc  the  Chairman,  or  five  Dircctorn.  §  54. 

At  the  Meetings  oftbe  Diroctom,  five  Memboa. 
shall  be  n  (quorum,  capable  of  acting.     QueAtions., 
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7'he  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  as 
many  Quajs,  ffliarfs  and  WarehoiiseSy  as  they  shall 
think  necessary  and  proper,  along  the  Banks  of,  or 
adjoining  or  near,  the  intended  Docks  and  Basons. 

^  07. 

Such  of  the  said  Docks,  as  shall  be  used  for  unla- 
ding Ships,  together  with  the  Quays,  Warehouses  and 
other  Buildings,  shall  be  inclosed  and  surrounded  by 
a  strong  brick  or  stone  Wall,  not  less  than  30  feet  high, 
on  all  sides,  leaving  only  proper  spaces  for  the  Cuts 
and  Entrances  into  the  Dock,  and  proper  Gateways 
through  the  Wall  ;  and  immediately  without  the 
Wall,  and  on  every  part  of  the  out-side  thereof,  except 
where  it  shall  adjoin  any  Dock,  or  Bason,  which  may 
be  iTuide  without  the  same,  there  shall  be  a  Ditch,  of 
the  width  of  \2  feet,  at  least,  to  be  always  kept  filled 
with  water,  6  feet  deep  ;  and  no  House  or  Building 
shall  be  erected  within  100  yards  of  the  out-side  of 
the  Wall,  on  penalty  of  lOO/.  and  50/.  per  month 
afterwards,  until  the  Building  and  Materials  are  re- 
moved. §  58. 

The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  two  or 
more  Piers,  within  the  Tide-way  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  or  near  BhichviiUy  and  two  or  more  at 
or  near  Lbnchouse-holcj  for  the  more  safe  entry  into 
the  I3ocks,  Sec.  provided  that  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Thames  shall  not  be  injured  thereby.  And 
also  to  make,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repair  such 
Cuts,  Sluices,  Locks,  Flood-Gates,  Bridges,  Roads, 
and  otlier  Works,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary ;  and 

B  B  likewise 
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have  caisidcrnl  such  tcmporaiy  appointments  is  a  kind  af 
htncii,  which  ihcy  jrc  to  lender  as  produciive  tu  them- 
selves (while  the  Pou'cr  rciiuuu)  u  circum*tancct  will  ad. 
tnit.  and  of  cotiricaie  gUd  of  every  opportunity  of  benefiting 
thcnueUes  at  liic  cxponcc  of  the  McfCtianti  and  the  fair 
Tradcrs^O 

V.  Pure  Offitcrs,  part  of  wbotn  belong  to  all  the  di'ffi^rcnt 
classes ;  but  who  are  generally  muted  by  their  associates, 
while  it  too  frcqiKntly  happcni,  from  the  drcuinstances  al- 
Rady  stated,  and  the  interesr  Vi^ich  criminal  Uflkxrs  take 
cnic  to  pTCsorre  with  their  immediate  Superiors,  that  no  chan- 
nel exists  whereby  ibcy  can  convey  iisctui  inlbrmation. 

VI.  Ciiilom-hoHsc  Watermen. — Among  this  Class  are  ccr- 
ta'niy  many  impure  Characters,  who  have  been  known  to 
be  in  connection  with  the  Game  Oncers  on  board  the 
Ships,  for  whom  they  have  been  gencnlly  considered  as 
«afe  curiers,   because  if  met  by  a  Superior  Officer  the 
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An  instance  is  stated  to  the  Author^  oil  Hi  ^MCkority  which 
admits  of  no  doubt,  that  in  a  System  of  Pillage  caniad  qa  by^ 
the  Mate,  and  Garni  Rtvenm  OffUers^  on  board  of  a  Ship  Out- 
ward-bound for  Hamburgh,  some  ef  the  Gang  who  were 
engaged  night  and  day  in  this  businessi  consisted  of  Searchers* 
Watermen^  whose  particular  situation,  as  Officers^  tended  ia 
«ome  degree  to  shield  them  from  suqpidon,  though  in  dus 
respect  they  have  not  always  been  successful,  as  Convictions 
have  taken  place  where  Revenue  Watemaen  have  been  do- 
tected  with  Goods  without  the  broad  Arrow,  to  denote  that 
they  were  seized,  and  rowing  in  a  different  directioii  ifom  tho 
Custom-house. 


t 

The  number  of  inferior  Officers  employed  by  tfaft 

Customs  may  be  arranged  as  follows  ; 

I.  200  Established  Tide  Officers^  having  a  Salary  one  half 

of  them  40/.  and  the  other  35/.  a  year,  and 
Xs,  a  day  while  on  Duty.  A  considerable 
.  .  proportion,  however,  is  appointed  to  su* 
perior  duty,  as  Acting  Sur\'eyors,  in  the 
3un\mer  when  the  Fleets  arrive,  and  have 
a  certain  influence  in  appointing  Extra  and 
Glut  Officers  to  Ships.  Their  avers^a 
fair  eiTiolument  £^.  t  year. 

II.  290  Preferable  Officers  whcf  receive  31.  6d\  .a  day  with* 

out  any  Salary.  They  may  be  employed 
iWb-thirds  of  a  yeat,  and  ttay  i-etK^e  at 
the  rate  of  4  ft/.  k  year. 

400 

400  Of- 
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400  OSicen  brought  over. 

III.  300  Extra  Ogicers  (or  tliercabouts,)  wIm  receive  gj.  a 

day  while  employed,  or  about  27/.  a  year  ; 
having  only  duty  to  peit'orm  forabuui  lialf 
the  year. 

IV.  130  Glut  OJi'-ers.—ThcK  receive  also  y.  3  day  while- 

employed,  wliich  feldoni  cxcccil.s  r.m 
months,  and  therefore  their  fair  earnings 
cannot  average  above  10/.  a  year  each. 

850 

Beades  these  850  inferior  OfTicers,  or  thereabouts, 
(for  as  their  numbers  vary  they  can  never  be  exactly 
ascertained)  there  arc  82  Custom-house  Watermeti 
who  are  attactted  to  the  Superi(»-  OfHcers,  who  sar- 
vey  the  different  Ships  in  the  River,  viz. 
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The  aggregate,  therefore,  of  inferior  Officers  of 
the  Customs  who  do  duty  on  the  River,  may  be 
estimated  at  Qd2;  and  perhaps  there  are  about 
one-third  of  that  number  in' the  Service  of  the 
Excise,  making  in  all  about  1200  inferior  Officers, 
whose  Salaries,  or  allowance,  run  from  lOl.  to  55l.  a 
year. 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  is  thus  placed,  humanity  pleads  in  behalf 
of  this  miserable  Class  of  men.  Few  of  them,  ex- 
cept the  Watermen,  have  opportunities  of  making 
Seizures,  and  these  too  have  experienced  a  prodigi- 
ous reduction  in  their  emoluments,  since  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Marine  Police  has,  in  so  great  a  degree, 
banished  Delinquency  and  Smuggling  from  the 
River. 

A  Custom-house  Waterman,  who  appeared  to  be 
a  man  of  veracity,  while  he  candidly  acknowledged 
to  the  Author  the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  Marine 
Police,  stated  at  the  same  time  his  loss  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  Seizures,  to  be  equal  to  from  35l.  to 
40l.  a  year. 

Where  no  fees  are  authorized,  notie  will  be  gheti 
htU  for  connivance  at  claiidestine  transactions.  The 
inferior  Officers  are  in  this  precise  situation  :  their 
emoluments  are  inadequate  to  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  hence  they  have  too  easily  yielded  to 
temptations ;  stimulated  by  vcanl^  and  reconciled  to  . 
bad  actions  by  the  force  of  example,  and  the  sanction 
which  forbearance  and  a  deficient  System  of  oeco- 

N  nomy 


I7i* 
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iioiiiy  and  Police  had  given  to  offences  of  great 
tiiriniiidc. 

^\'(■r(.■  ihcrc  luit  abundance  of  proofs  in  the  de- 
tection and  cnii vidian  uf  so  many  of  this  class  of 
nn-n,  ilie  oi'(:i>ii)ii;il  di>niission  of  such  numbers 
shcwi!  tluii  tlicir  nurity  mul  integnly  is  not  of  that 
Ciist  wliicli  fiiii  in'i^cl  fonfidcnrc. 

Taliiiii;  tlicivl'orc,  all  circumstances  together,  it 
may  noL  be  tno  mucli  to  state,  that  out  of  1200  in- 
forior  Kevcmic  Oiiiccrs  who  have  bcfu  employed  on 
the  liivcr  duly,  Srven  IhmJrcet  may  have  been,  more 
(ir  li'>s,  j>r.'(iitTs  by  ihc  excessive  Plunder,  which 
sccuis  u»  lia\c  \>v':\\  more  or  less  general  in  every 
line  of  Conuncrci-. 

It  aiiprars  from  various  aceuratc  channels  of  in- 


funnatioii,  iliat  ilie  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 
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time  the  character  of  the  fair  Trader,  and  generating 
disputes  between  Shippers  and  their  correspondents, 
of  a  nature  the  moft  disagreeable.  Important  as  it 
certainly  is,  to  guard  by  every  possible  means  the 
security  of  the  Revenue,  with  respect  to  Debenture 
Goods,  the  System  docs  not  seem  to  admit  of  the 
same  minute  accuracy  as  prevails  with  respect  to 
goods  imported  ;  and  hence  enormous  frauds  have 
been  discovered.  When  a  Ship  proceeds  outward- 
bound  down  the  River,  if  the  Plunder  cannot  con- 
veniently be  removed  till  she  reaches  Gravescnd, 
every  facility  is  found  there  with  respect  to  the  con- 
cealment; and  where  a  sale  cannot  dc  effected  at 
the  price  which  is  expected,  the  goods  purloined  are 
returned  to  London  in  the  Gravesend  Boats,  without 
any  suspicion  whatever  being  excited. 


IV.  Lumpers  employed  to  load  and  discharge 
Ships  in  the  River  Thames. 

The  illegal  proceedings  of  this  description  of 
Labourers  have  already  been  developed  in  the  Second 
Chapter.  (Div.  I\^  p.  6'2.)  They  may  be  divided  into 
three  Classes  : 

1st.  Regular  Lumpers  wlio  are  employed  ail  tho  year 
round  in  labouring  in  the  Ri^^iging  and  outfit  of 
Ships  ;  and  also  as  hollcru  or  persons  who  iinstow 
the  Cargo  iluring  the  discharge,  set  up  the  Dcrick, 
Sec.  and  who  ^re  geneially  complete  Seamen     -      -       400 


N  2  i.l.   Inferior 
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Brougli[  forward 
iJ.  Inferior  Lumpers  wlio  arc  not  always  &;amcn  by 
pmrc^jiiji! .  bill  nho  arc  in  tlic  habit  of  wmking 
ttn  booiil  oi  \i.3!;:ls  m  I  he  character  uf  Decktn,  or 
jitrsciis  who  hoist  up  tile  Cargo  upon  tlL-ck,  and  from 
ihcix;;  irao  iht  l.ighicrs ■  and  seek  their  living  thiEfly 
among  ihu  Shiiiiiing  -.---..._ 
;jd.  Occasional  l.iimpcrs  who  resort  to  the  River 
when  gtc.it   Hicts  arrivci   for  temporary  employ- 
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\\'ln:;i  the  general  profligacy  of  manners,  which 
Iian  hci'u  foiuul  to  [jcrvadc  this  great  body  of  La- 
buiirci'f,  in  consicIcTcil,  by  a  rL'tlTciice  to  the  dclailft 
iilrcaily  given  oi  the  mischievous  habits  they  have 
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To  discharge  these  vessels,  making  allowance  for 
sickness,  and  occasional  absence,  it  has  been  already 
stated,  that  at  least  800  men  must  follow  this  labo- 
rious  employment^  of  whom  600  may  be  classed 
among  those  who  have  been  following  pilfering  prac- 
tices, exclusive  of  those  who  discharge  the  Lighters. 
A  general  opinion  prevails^  that  the  Coal-hcavcrs 
are  extremely  numerous,  from  the  immense  labour 
which  they  perform  in  the  course  of  a  year.  It  is 
however,  by  no  means  the  case  ;  and  even  a  con- 
sidcjable  proportion  of  those  who  arc  employed,  arc 
Soldiers  in  the  Guards. 


VI.  JouRjTEYMEN  Coopers  EMPLOYKD  ix  the  dis- 
charge OF  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  Hiver 
Thames. 

Supposing  200  Sliips  of  all  dcscrijAions,  under 
discharge  at  one  time  in  the  Port  of  London,  and 
each,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the  Cargo,  to 
require  two  Journeymen  Coopers,  it  would  follow 
tijat  400  of  this  Class  arc  cm])loyccl,  witli  certain 
interruptions,  in  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames.  Enough  has  been  staled  (in  Chapter  II. 
Div.  V.  p.  65.)  to  shew  the  disposition  they  have  nia- 
nilested,  not  only  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  them- 
selves^ but  to  be  instrumental  in  affording  facilities 
to  others.  Many  circumstances  warrant  a  conclu- 
sion,  that  at  least  300  of  this  C!as^  may  be  con- 
ridcred  as  Delinquents. 

When 


J8-2  TJUATISE   OS 

When  the  Journeymen  Coopers  were  sent  on 
board  of  the  West-India  Ships  in  I7y8,  which  were  < 
under  the  control  of  the  Marine.  Fblice,  whcrji  no 
Plunder  could  be  obtained,  tfn^Sc^untof  the  Bwom 
Constables  placed  on  b^^nj^the  grcatc^  |Clunour 
ensued,  and  they  ihsist^  en  'an  advance  of  Wages.^ 

VII.  Watermen  PLr^Kc  iETwiENLoKD(U|  Bbidgb 

ANP    GbEEKWICH,    who    J^E  ATTACHED  ^  OUT-    ^ 
WARD     AND     HOMEWARD-BOtlRlS     SntPS^'flir    ^HB 

RivEK  Thames.  '  „•'  r«       \ 

•         '*  '  '  f,  ?  '   /  " 

It  has  been  generally  supposed,  tniltvaBoutiooO!^  ' 

Watermen  arc  cither  attached  to  particuldt  '^ip>  '» 
lading  or  discharging  in  the  River  Thamc^ 'Br-(«;^'^ 
occasionally  employed  in  conveying  provisions  affl  ''  1 
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VIIL   JOUBNBTMEN   LlGHTEBMEir   EMPXiOTBD    IN 

coNVEYiNO  Goods  and  Merchandise  to 
AND  FROM  Ships  ijiding  and  discharging 
IN  THE  River,  Thames. 

This  Class  has  been  already  pmtty  fully  treated 
on  (in  Chap.  11.  Div.  IX.  p,  70.)  They  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Watermen.  Their  hostility  to  the  secu- 
rity of  Commercial  Property  has  been  already  ex- 
plained;— their  numbers  are  to  be  ascertained  by 
having  recourse  to  the  Lighters^  which  they  navi- 
"  .gate  in  various  branches  of  Trade.  It  has  been 
*  shewn  that  the  following  Craft  are  employed  in 
the  Trade  of  the  River,  exclusive  of  Coal  Barges, 
namely — 

'Employed  in  lading  and  discharging 
Ships  and  Vessels  outward- 
bound  and  homeward-bound, 
including  the  West-India 
Trade. 


402  Lighters 
388  Punts 


790 

400  Barges  in  the  Deal  and  Timber  Trade. 


1 1 90     •     .     Total; 

which  may  be  supposed,  making  allowance  for 
absence  and  sickness,  to  give  permanent  and  occa- 
sional employment  to  about  One  Thousand  Five 
Hundred  Journeymen  Lightermen  and  their  Ap- 
prentices. Their  Employers,  the  Master  Lighter- 
men, arc  generally  persons  of  much  respectability, 
who  sensibly  feel  the  injuries  and  inconveniences  to 
the  Public  and  to  themselves^  which  result  from  the 

loose 
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loose  conduct  and  profligacy  of  not  a  few  of  their 
Journcjincn  ;  five  Humlred  of  whom  are  supposed 
to  compose  11  part  of  the  Criminal  Confederacy  upon 
thf  Kivcr,  and  lo  require  the  watchful  eye  of  the 
rolitc.  Bcfiirc  this  new  System  existed,  it  was  not 
unusual  lor  tliisCiass  to  remain  inthcir  Lighters  along- 
side of  AVcst-Iiidia  Ships  so  long  as  Pilfering  went 
on :  wherever  nothing  is  to  be  procured,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  protection  of  the  Police  being 
extended  to  particular  Ships,  they  arc  now  in  the 
habit  of  leaving  their  Craft  to  be  laden  by  the 
Lumpers,  :tnd  seldom  return  till  called  upon  to  con- 
vey them  to  tlic  Quays, 


IX.    MfD-LAIlKS. 
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To  these  may  be  added  another  Class  of  men, 
uho  follow  the  profession  of  Catching  Rats  on  board 
of  Ships ;  whose  conduct  also  requires  a  narrow 
inspection  ;  and  as  to  whom  see  Chap.  II,  Div,  VIII. 
p.  69- 

X*  Watchman  in  Ships  and  Lighters,  and 
UPON  THE  Quays  and  Wharfs  in  the  Port 
OP  London. 

Among  this  Class  there  is  a  mixture  of  honest 
and  criminal  Characters ;  and  also  not  a  few  wbo^ 
without  being  impure  themselves,  from  carelessness 
and  timidity,  or  from  considering  themselves  as  un- 
der the  direction  and  control  of  Mates,  and  per- 
sons having  the  immediate  charge  of  Craft,  suffer 
Depredations  to  be  committed.,  and  even  assist  in 
removing  the  spoil  when  required  so  to  do,  by  those 
whom  they  look  up  to  as  their  Superiors.  Nothing 
can  be  upon  a  worse  footing  than  the  System  of 
watching  Commercial  Property  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don. In  most  instances  it  resolves  itself  into  a  mere 
mockery  of  Security,  while  the  cxpence  incurred  by 
the  Trade  at  large  is  enormous.  The  System  is 
radically  wrong,  and  from  this  source  have  originated 
many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  detailed  and  ex- 
plained in  this  Work.  It  frequently  happens  from  an 
ill-judged  parsimony,  that  only  a  single  Watchman  \i 
employed  to  guard  a  valuable  Cargo  in  the  57v/>,  and 
in  the  Lighters  ;  and  this  feeble  and  incflectual  guard 
is  trusted,  without  any  relief,  sometimes,  for  three  or 

four 
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fimr  wee!;?,  to^'cihcr ;  hi ul  thus  the  Ship  is  allowed 
to  Iii:  wit  limit  jtrotcctioit,  wliilc  this  ineffectual 
jfiianl  is  ^huiibctiiig,  for  want  of  rest,  in  the 
Lighters.  Tfu-  >iure  tinmuii  in/irest  of  tlic  Property 
lost  h\  ihis  nii<i;il;cn  crcononiv,  would  be  more  than 
siiliicient  to  -iiiiipurt  a  rcfriiLiraiKl  sy^it-malic  Guard, 
controlcd  ami  in-;tructcd  by  the  l\>liec,  under  \vh^ 
j;u:irdianfhi|),  viirilancc  would  be  ensured,  and  col- 
lusive and  fraudulent  practices  prevented. 

On  a  supposition  that  the  Watchmen  employed  in 
the  Ship-;,  :ind  in  tlic  numerous  Lighters  and  Craft 
on  the  Uiver,  laden  with  valuable  Property,  toge- 
ther with  iho-^t:  tliat  arc  employed  as  Guards  upon  the 
Quays  and  Wharfs,  on  both  sides  of  the  River,  from 
Westminster  Bridge  to  Dcptford,  m^y  amount   to 
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"^  Brought  over    ...      .    50,253 

To  which  ad  J 
2^196  Coal  Craft,  having  CargDC8  in  a  year,  eiti- 

mated  at '.     •  '.        47i78S 

Total  number  of  Cargoes,  requiring  (o  be  watched^ 
exclusive  of  the  Coasting  and  River  Trade,  and 
Ihe  i^roperty  exposed  on  the  Qiiays,  &c.     •  98,041 

•^f*  Tptal  estimated  value  of  the  whole  Property, 
more  or  less  exposed  in  the  course  of  a  year  in 
Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  upon  the  Quays, 
Wharfs,  and  Landing  Places  (/)    •     •    •    j^*6o,597,989 

.  SUrling. 

m 

XI.  Labourers  on  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  &c,  ^ 
IN  THE  Port  op   London,    generally  deno- 
minated Scuffle-Hunters. 

The  general  pursuits,  and  the  universal  Profligacy 
of  this  Class  of  Labourers,  who  may  be  considered 
as  the  Scum  of  Society,  have  already  been  explain- 
ed (in  Chap.  IL  Div.  X.  p.  75.) — ^Their  number 
'varies  according  to  the  opportunities  which  are  pre- 
sented, for  affording  the  most  productive  har\-cst  in 
the  scramble  for  Plunder,  This,  lioucvor,  ^'^  use 
their  own  language,  is  generally  found  ai:  ili.  fVaier 
Side,  to  which  they  resort,  in  crow(N,  i  1  ihe  throng 
Seasons,  and  obtain  occasional  cmpiouncnt  through 
n  want  of  a  better  Class  of  Labourers. — Perhaps  they 
7nay  amount  to  about  500  /';/  u//, 

{/)  Sec  Table,  page  2:. 

Xn.  La- 
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XII.  LABovi;r,r.5  in  the  diffebest  Warehouses 
IN  WHICH  Commercial  Pnot'EnTY  is  deposited 
IS  THE  Port  ok  London'. — (See  Chap.  II.  p.  76.) 

As  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  vahic  of  the 
foreign  Mnrhamlhe  ahne,  iniported  into  the  River 
Thames,  nin()U!U<:  10  £.'lb,\oy,\i\  Stfrling  in  the 
roiirsc  of  a  vc.ir;  ?.nij  a?  it  appears  probable,  that  this 
immcnsi:  ProjK-r!y  ca:inot  bi;  contained  in  less  than 
Oiu  Million  cj  Cish  aaJ  olJier  IWiages;  thcWare- 
houics  ncccssary  to  contain  these  Goods  must  not 
only  be  very  cxicnsivc,  but  the  Labourers  who  are 
rccjuirod  to  dL-|nisit,  and  afterwards  to  remove  such  a 
mass  uf  viiliuibli;  Goods,  cither  fijr  Exportation  or 
home  consumption,  must  be  pretty  numerous  in  all 
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Having  thus  taken  a  general  View  of  the  difier- 
ent  Classes^  who^  in  the  coarse  of  tWr  various 
employments  in  Ships^  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  on 
the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  and  in  the  Warehouses  in 
the  Port  of  London,  are,  more  or  less,  the  objects 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Police,  from  the  dis- 
coveries which  have  been  made  of  the  turpitude  of 
their  conduct ;  it  now  remains  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  those  more  atrocious  Offen- 
ders, who  seek  not  for  the  cover  of  employment  in 
committing  their  Depredations  on  Commercial  Pro- 
perty : — at  the  head  of  this  Class  stand — 

XIII.  River  Pirates. 

The  detail  of  the  evil  practices  of  this  abandoned 
race  of  men,  which  is  given  in  the  Second  Chapter, 
(Division  II.  p.  50.)  supersedes  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther observation  as  to  the  nature  or  extent  of  their 
Iniquities.  Whatever  a  return  of  Peace  may  pro- 
^  duce,  their  numbers  have  certainly  diminished,  as 
has  been  already  noticed,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War  ;  and,  probably,  could  not  be  estimated 
at  more  than  One  Hu?ulred;  ivhcn  the  Marine  Police 
%vas  esiabUshed. 

XIV.  Night  Plunderers. 

This  Class  comprising  not  a  few  of  the  Water- 
men, Coopers  and  Lumpers,  who  have  been  already 
enumerated,  it  may  probably  be  nearest  the  truth 

to 
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to  csttmate  them  at  not  more  than  Two  IhmdrtJf 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police. 
Their  illegal  pnu-iiccs  arc  elucidated  and  cxpbined 
in  Cliapter  II.  (Division  III.  p.  b2,  &c) 

XV.  Light  Horsemen. 

These  have  Ir-cu  explained  in  the  Second  Chap- 
tcr,  (Division  III.  p.  :)S.)  to  be  men  acting  in  concert 
with  the  Uirdvcrs,  Mates  atul  Revenue  OffieerSj  on 
board  Ships  in  the  Night,  and  in  consequence  of 
prcviouK  [inpiirations,  removing  Commercial  articles 
(particuliirly  Wcst-Iiiilia  Commodities,)  to  a  great 
amount.  Tlic  ini:!chief  they  did  was  of  course  ex- 
tensive ;    but   ihcir  transactions  having  been   the 
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Commercial  Property^  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  examples  which  are  here  exhibited 
of  the  power  of  avarice  over  the  human  mind,  in 
drawing,  in  several  instances,  men  of  Property  from 
the  line  of  rectitude,  which  their  situation  in  Society 
renders  it  their  interest  to  pursue ; — in  plunging 
them  into  an  abyss  of  Turpitude  and  Crimes^  and 
subjecting  them  to  those  penal  hazards,  from  which 
a  purer  conduct  might  exempt  them,  with  perhaps 
an  equal  chance  of  accumulating  wealth  through 
the  medium  of  honest  industry.  Yet  such  is  the 
passion  for  becoming  suddenly  rich,  and  for  acquir- 
ing the  means  of  indulging  in  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, that  it  is  to  be  lamented  among  the  various 
Criminal  Devices  to  which  men  resort  to  gratify 
avaricious  desires ;  the  purchase  of  Stolen  Property 
is  one,  which  not  only  spreads  broad  and  wide  in  this 
great  Metropolis,  but  also  attaches  to  Individuals, 
who,  moderating  their  vicv^'S,  might  pass  through 
life  with  credit  and  reputation,  without  resorting  to 
such  Criminal  Subterfuges. 

The  discoveries  which  have  been  made,  not  only 
of  the  systematic  Trade  of  receiving  and  purchasing, 
at  very  reduced  prices,  Commercial  Articles  of  great 
value  ;  but  also  of  planning  and  assisting  in  the  exe- 
cution of  designs,  which  have  Robbery  and  Plunder 
for  their  object,  convey  to  the  mind  a  very  melan- 
choly picture  of  human  nature.  But  when  to  this 
arc  added  deliberate  attempts  to  seduce  men,  hav- 
ing the  trust  of  a  valuable  property,  from  the  paths 

of 


■■..i'.."^  ■.'■-.tr.:  i<?  o-:nir.:t  lelotiic^t, 
.-.  r.  ■:  <.t'<-  ■.'".■y^z  lri-i!i:ies which 

e!;!-;;;:;  uet:.::.?:;  ;   but  also  the 

a  iir^-''.   :!:.jj::i  ;!n  iiiadcqiute 

■'. /.'/:i  !■;  [-j-:-\  lo  ;l:c  booty  which 

.  ;^i-  li.lc  to  ioiitc!!i|ilatc  a  species 

L-r.ivaiLcl  aiui  iiicrcascti,  without 
.iny  to  see  rcmctlics  applied  loan 


litlKlc. 


,  l...,r  1. 


;  of  <Icliii([ucnts,  who  thus 
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comagwL  Thisy  have  accumcdated  wealA  1>y  'pur« 
cfaasmg  Tea^  Cofiee,  Hemp^  Asbes^  l>eals^  Timber, 
a«d  many  great  articles  of  Commerce,  at  i^Yy  re* 
daoed  prices,  which  their  credit  in  ifhe  Commerci4 
Worid  has  enabled  them  to  dispose  of^  without 
tospicion,  at  the  full  value. 

H.  Seceivers  of  an  inferior  Class,  who  are  in  con- 
nection  wifh  small  Grocers,  and  venders  of  Smuggled 
Coods,  through  whose  medium  the  Lumpers  have 
teen  accustomed  to  dispose  of  the  Plunder  they  ob- 
tained, and  which  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  falsfe 
BiTIs  of  Parcels  to  the  Houses  and  Shops  of  iht 
tHirchasers,  whose  dealings  amounted  to  a  large  sum 
in  the  course  of  a  year. 

IH.  Receivers,  in  connection  with  'Revenue  0^- 
cers,  who  are  denominated  Copemen,  and  who  con*' 
tribute,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  Pillage 
which  has  taken  place  in  outward  and  homeward- 
"bound  Ships,  by  the  assistance  they  afford  in  finding 
means  to  convey  the  articles  on  shore,  and  afterwards 
in  disposing  of  them. 

IV.  Receivers  ivho  keep  Shops  for  the  Purcha^ 
and  sale  of  Old  Iron  and  Old  Stores,  Hand  Stiifl^ 
Junk  and  Rags,  who  deal  with  the  Stealers  of 
Cordage,  Metals,  and  other  articles,  which  they 
are  ever  ready  to  purchase,  at  an  under  price,  with- 
out asking  questions,  and  not  seldom  to  cover  the 
unlawful  possession  of  King's  Cordage,  by  certifi- 
cates of  similar  Stores,  purchased  at  the  Sale  of  un- 
*rviccable  articles  at  the  DocH-yard$, 

*'Q  V.  Receivers 
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V.  Reee'ivers  who  keep  small  Groceri  Skojis,  and 
ChatidUri*  Shps  for  Corn,  aiKlothur  arliclcs. — ^Thesc 
encounige  Labotircr?,  and  otlicrf:,  w!io  v  Jik  on  Ship- 
board and  in  Warehouses,  to  pu.loin  Sugar, 
Kum,  CofFcc,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Dutch  Cheeses, 
Corn,  and  various  other  articles  which  arc  instantly 
purchased,  under  circumstances  which  denote  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  articles  being  Stolen. 

\\.  rur/iiuns  who  are  in  tlie  hiihit  of  giving 
credit  to  Liimiwrs,  and  other  Aquatic  Labourers, 
rctciviiig  in  payment  whatever  they  r;ni  steal  and 
purloin  from  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  RiverThames, 
and  fnmi  the  Wliarfs  and  Warehouses  adjacent 
thereto  ;  or  jiermitting  iheir  hoiint-s  tu  lie  a  general 
rendezvous  for  JounK-\nien  Coojicr.-',  wlio  commit 
acts  of  Pillage  in  the  Warehouses,  under  die  pre- 


men  dpv  board  the  Ships  and  Vessels  •la  tfie  Rirer  ' 
ThariieSd — These,  after  pluDderiog  the  thoughtless ' 
men  bf.their  wages^  by  the  most  infamous  mean^  en*  * 
dborage  them  to  [nlfer  •  and  steal  whatever  can  be 
obtained ;  in  the  sale  of  which  they  are  generally  - 
cheated  of  three-fourths  of  the  value.    This  ill*got 
wealth  is  q>eedily  dissipated  in  riot  and  dcbaucherys 
and    the  Depredations  renewed,  subject  to  a  re* 
petition  of  the  same  frauds  and  impositions* 

IX.  Cwetous  Receivers,  whose  attention  is  direct^ 
ed  to  good  Bargains,  and  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  Smuggled  Goods  and  cheap  articles  with- 
out asking  questions. 

X.  Careless  Recehersy  who  without  meditating 
any  evil  design,  purchase,  indiscriminately,  what- 
ever  they  can  obtain  cheap,  under  the  idea  that  it  is* 
the  private  adventure  of  Sea-faring  men,  or  their 
connections.  For  this  species  of  traffic,  there  are 
multitudes  of  open  doors  in  every  Street  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  River  on  both  sides,  from  London 
Bridge  to  Blackwall  and  Greenwich. 

XI.  Receivers  of  his  Majesty  s  Naval  and  VicfuaU 
ing  SiareSy  residing  at  the  Towns  and  Villages  from 
Deplford  to  Leigh  and  Sheemess,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Kiver  Thames,  and  on  the  River  Mcdway,  and  from 
thence  to  Chatham.  These  afford  infinite  facilities 
to  persons  who  navigate  Hoys,  and  other  Vessels  in 
the  service  of  Government,  in  the  purchase  of  what* 
ever  can  be  abstracted  from  their  Cargoes,  Stores  or 
Materials ;   and  who  arc  also  in  Che  habit  of  pur- 

o  2  chasing 
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chasing  from  thfe  Mates  and  Crews  of  Trading  Ves- 
sels whatever  tlii'y  bring  for  Sulc  without  asking 
questions.  Tliry  tire  discovered  to  be  a  very  mis- 
rbievous  class  of  men,  and  require  to  be  narrowly 
watclied. 

XII.  ^tzi'  Rea'hers,  and  others  who  keep  single- 
horse  Oirts,  and  collect  old  Iron,  Copper  Bolls,  Nails, 
and  diBcrcnt  JMcinls;  also  Junk,  Cordage,  and  Ships* 
Storcs,&c.  attheI>x;k-yard8of  Deptford,  Woolwich, 
SheeriicM,  and  Chatham,  by  holding  out  encourage- 
ment to  tliosc  ulio  have  opixirtunities  to  pilfer  and 
steal, by  tlic  purchase  of  such  articles  atanunderprice. 
These  singlc-horpc  Carts  have  greatly  increased  of 
late  years,  and  ihe  facilities  they  afford  in  the  im- 
mediate conveyance  of  King's  Stores  to  places  of 
concealment,  together  with  the  lures  they  hold  out 
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With  the  assistance  therefore,  of  such  informa- 
tion, as  experience  and  investigation  have  furnished, 
the  following  general  view  of  the  probable  numbers 
of  those  noxious  Members  of  Society,  in  their  dif- 
ferent Classes,  is  offered  to  the  considenatiotn  of  (he 
Reader : — 

1st  Opulent  Receivers  who  trsule  on  a  l^rge  Scale  ■  .20 

7d.  Inferior  Receivers  who  deal  with  J^iimpepB,  &c.  ^5 

3d.  Copemen  in  connection  wit}i  Revenue  Ofiicers  ao 

4th.  Dealers  in  Qld  Iron,  and  Old  Ships'  S^ofe^«  &c,  55 

5th.  Small  Grocers  and  Chandlers    •••.••  35 

6th«  Publicans •  j5 

7th.  Twine  and  Rope  Spinners {to 

8th.  Female  Receivers 50 

9th.  Covetous  Receivers •  60 

loth.  Careless  Receivers 150 

iith.  Receivers  on  the  Banks  of  the  l^hapies,  and 

Mcdway  below  Deptford 40 

1 2th.  Jew  Receivers  and  others  who  travel  with  .Carts  •  ?o 

Total    •    .    •    «     550 

It  now  becomes  necessary,  after  the  foregoing  de- 
lineation of  a  very  melancholy  picture  of  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  this  great  maojiine  of  Turpitude, 
which  has  so  long  been  moved  with  impunity^  and  ^ 
vrhicfa  has. proved  so  hostile  to  it\Q  .rights of  ioqo- 
cence,  and  to  the  best  interpsts  of  Coqnmeroe  and 
Navigation,  toeirfiibit  the  whole  in  ^  colieoted  point 
of  view  by  thefoHowihg 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Total  Number. 

rst.  Mates  of  Ships  and  Vessels     3.444.  — 

'    vA.  Inferior  Officers  and  Crevn    l4taoo  — 

3d.  Revenue  Ufficers,  &c.    .    .     1.400  — 

4th.  Lurnpci5 1,400  • 

5th.  CoaI-hc3ven 800  — 

6th.  Coopers 400  — 

7th,  Watenncn 900  — 

8lh.  Lightermen      ....     1,500  - 
9^1.  Night  Watchmen    .    .    .      t,ooo 

loth.  EcufHe-Huntefs     ....       500  — 
iith.  Labourers  in  Warehouses        1,000 
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500 


300 
500 
500 
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500 
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against  the  property  of  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Community^  before  measures  of  opposition  are  at- 
tempted. 

In  organizing  therefore,  the  System  of  the  Ma- 
rine Police,  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  all  the  various  detachments  and  subdivisions 
which  formed  the  general  army  of  Delinquents,  have 
been  fully  appreciated,  and  the  establishment  was 
by  degrees  adapted,  as  far  as  limited  funds  and  deficit 
etU  laws  would  admit,  to  the  object  of  eradicating 
the  mischief  by  an  uUiniaie  conquest y  on  the  principles 
of  prevention,  rather  than  severity ;  and  with  this 
particular  view,  it  at  length  assumed  the  form  which 
is  now  to  be  explained. 

I.  A  Judicial  Departrjient^  where  Magistrates  pre- 
side for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of 
offences  committed  in  Ships,  Vessels  or  Craft,  in 
the  River  Thames,  6r  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  by  the 
stealing  of  any  part  of  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Stares^ 
or  Cargoes  \ — of  making  Adjudications  and  Con- 
victions, in  cases  of  Misdemeanors; — and  of  com- 
mitting for  trial  for  higher  offences. 

To  this  Department  is  attached  a  superintending 
resident  Magistrate,  two  Judicial  Clerks,  a  Chief 
Constable,  and  seven  Petty  Constables.  Any  Pplice 
Magistrate,  or  any  other  Justice  of  the  Ciountf  of 
Middlesex,  may  assist  the  Magistrates  in  their  judi-r 
pial  Functions. 


II. 
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II.  A  Marixb  Police,  or  Pmouhe  Defart- 
meat,  under  the  particular  direction  of  the  Super- 
iutendiug  and  Resident  Magistrate,  to  which  Uitt 
following  Olticcrs  are  attached  :— 

1st.     I  Chief  C'eik  and  Cashiei,  for  g^xeral  purposes. 

2d.     I  HoufeSurveyorand  Supuintcnd^niofShipConitiblat. 

3d.     4  Boat  Suivcyofs,  for  visiting  Ships,  tic. 

4(h.     s  Perambiihting  Surveyors,  for  River  duty. 

;th.  18  Watermen  Mtached  to  these  Surveyofs. 

6th.     I  Surveyor  of  the  Qiuys. 

71I1.     3  Asststait  Sur\'eyer<. 

Stb.  jfi  Qtiay  Guuds  uodci  thetr  Supetiiucud^nce. 

61 
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HL  ji  Defartfuaa  for  en^kgn^g  Imiffri  j^ 
li»  furfose  xftlkdurging  SJups^  as  a  fwilm  tmmu  nf 
preventing  Plunder. — ^AIso  under  the  particalw  con- 
trol of  the  supenx^ndiBg  ^nd  foaident  Magistiate^ 
to  which  the  followiog  Offioerfi  aie  Attached; 

1st.      I  Superintendant  of  Z^iropcss. 
2d.       X  Collecting  Ckik. 
3d.       X  Assistant  Clerk  in  the  QQce  for  Lumpen. 
4th.    80  Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  instructdL 
5th.  Sao  Workifig   Lumpers*   eonlrpled    by   the 
Police«  and  more  or  Ifss  employed  ai 

occMion  requires :  (average  nnmber.) 

Total  abolit  900 

The  plan  upon  which  the  iLumping  System  is 
conducted,  is  detailed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  West- 
India  Committee  in  the  Appendix  V.  and  the 
Huks  explanatory  of  the  expcnce,  in  Appendix  IV. 

VJ,  A  General  Department  for  the  Accounts  and 
other  purposes — Under  the  direction  of  the  Magis- 

tivtai. 

xst.  A  Cashier,  coUectMg  Clerk  and  other  Cloks,  already 

mentioned. 
2d.  A  Solicitor-underthe  diiectiot^-c^'the  Commercial  body, 

so  far  as  relates  to  the  pie»iOMtion  -of Offenders* 
3d.  A  House-beeper  and  OKkh  IweptFi 
4tli.  A  Houae-watchman. 

The  total  Bumber  of  persots  composing  the  whok 
Sstablishment,  who  are  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices 
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vices  from  Funds  issued  by  Government,  and 
from  Contributions  by  the  West-India  Planters  and 
Merchants,  may  be  arrang^  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing 

RECAPITULATION. 
isr.  The  Judicial    Department. 

^upciiiucniling  Magistrate — No  Reniimeration. 

R(.'si[lcnt  Magisinite    .     I  Salaries' 

Judicial  Clctks      .      .     2 

Consiabli's    ....     8 

—  II    .    jC-gSo  o  o 
2J.  The  Marine  Police  Department. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Cashier  i 
Surveyors  on  the  River  9 
l^uiise  Suneyor  •  .  i 
W'jiermen    ...     18 

—  29  1700  o  o 
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Brought  over    .  '4,ioq  o  o 
House,  Taxes,  Law  Charges,  Stationary,  Coftls, 
.    Candles,  Boat  expences,  premiums  for  Ser-  y       opo  o  o 
vices,  and  contingent  Charges^  &c.  &c.     •     3 

Total  expence  on  the  present  Scale    .   /*.5,ooo  o  o 

The  number  of  persons  who  are  remunerated  for 
their  labour  and  services  by  Ship-Owners,  have  been 
already  stated,  to  include  the  Ship-Constables  and 
the  Lumpers,  viz. 

1st.  [220  Ship  Constables  paid  as  Watdimen  only, 

when  employed. 

2d.    900  Lumpers  who  receive  the  usual  Wages, 

en  called  to  perform  the  labour  of 

■    ■■  the  discharge. 

Total    .     1 1 20 

As  this,  however,  is  no  new  expence,  it  is  unne- 
cessary, and  even  impossible  to  state  the  annual 
amount,  as  it  varies  according  to  the  Calls  which  are 
made  upon  the  Institution  for  this  additional  means 
of  security  ;  to  promote  which,  it  certainly  operates 
very  powerfully  ;  and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  avail  themselves  of  this  sin- 
gular advantage,  in  favour  of  the  Freighters  and  Pro- 
prietors of  Cargoes,  are  so  backward  in  their  applica- 
tions, since  no  expence  is  thereby  incurred  which  they 
did  not,  or  ought  not,  to  have  disbursed  for  Watch- 
men and  Lumpers  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  f^) 

(f )  Sec  Appcndui  III.  IV.  V. 

RECAPITULATION 
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Of  iht  whck  Civil  Fine  of  the  Man'nt  Pelier,  ptrmantnt  tnd 
icsasiinal  as  mu  'yUcmnt'ized. 


Ptrmanent 
Establhlinicnt. 


Occasional 
Esbtbliihmcnt, 
for  Proieciion 

and  "Ulaau, 


i:t.  Judicial  E)epartnKnt     .     .     .  ii 

\  ad.   Marine  Police  Dcpartmeni  ".  62 

1 3tl.  Department  for  Lumpers      .  3 

^4ih.  General  Depanmcnt     ...  4 

-Ship  Constables,  sworn  and  in* 

structcd 220 

Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  in- 
structed       80 

Working  Lumpers  under  the 

control  ofthe  Police    .      .    830 
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irodisturbed ;  thdir  plans  oT  Depredation  had  btea 
completely  systematized,  as  has  been  already  shown  4 
and  they  had  become  exceeditigly  bold  and  auda» 
cious. 

In  attempting  therefore,  to  resist  such  a  numer^ 
ous  and  powerful  confederacy,  it  became  indii^pea* 
aably  necessary  to  understBnd  their  variovs  nloAte  mf 
proceeding,  and  to  adept  t!be  system  of  prfevcntiii)  ta 
die  peculiar  drcumstances  df  the  case* 

The  object  in  view  was  bo  eradicate  the  nMohief 
so  far  as  related  to  W€st4ndia  Property^  txiamioff 
measures  of  prudence,  and  precautions  ^  a  pxnrek* 
tive  liature  than  by  feree,  yioletict  and  deterity. — 
The  task  was  arduous-^nt  las  re^ohetien  nnd  dHih^ 
tioM  were  to  be  opposed  to  long  habits  of  Iwrpitirdc^ 
the  difficulties  \\'ere  to  be  ovcpcofoe  by  estaWishiAf^ 
an  accurate  sy^ctn,  and  by  folkmitig  it  up  with 
vigonr  and  perseverance. 

The  first  step  the^efo^c^  was  to  tfecipline  -and  in** 
struct  the  suborditKytc  Officers  in  all  tboir  reifxctiM 
dej^tkncsnts,  orrd  to  impress  nfxm  their  tmnds  the 
mtune  and  importance  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 

With  this  immediate  view,  instructions  were  drawn 

.  *  •  •       ■  ■ 

up  for  the  iJotise  Constables — Ship  Sur*u^}'ors  aiod 
Per  ambulatory  Svrveyort  and  their  fVaiermetiy  oo, 
the  jfirtvry— for  the  SuperhUemlanf  of  Lumpers^  -the 
Masfifr  lamptrs^  and  Ship  Von^Mes  i  and  'lifcdwi* 
for  the  Surveyors  upon  the  Quays,  and  'the  Cuar^s 
under  their  direction ;  together  with  a  solemn  oath  of 
Office,  applicoble  to  the  situation  and  functions^ 

each 
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each  class  of  0;!;ccrs,  (hj  In  a  charge  which  was 
also  given  hy  tlic  supcriiiiriiding  Magistrate,  the 
peculiar  (tiitv  of  cai'h  class  wan  cxpluiticci,  with  the 
strongest  ii.jv:;.::ij:is  to  conduct  tliciiisolves  with 
purity,  ntt<.'i;ii'ii),  prudence  and  discretion, — warn- 
ing them  of  i!ic  vigilance  with  winch  their  conduct 
would  be  wiitchid,  and  the  infamy  and  disgrace 
which  would  unquestionably  follow  any  departure 
from  the  line  of  rL-ctitiidc  they  had  solemnly  sworn 
to  pursuo,  in  case  of  detection,  which  from  the 
system  of  Checks  which  was  established,  was  render- 
ed unavoidable. 

The  delivery  of  the  first,  and  all  subsequent  Ships 
which  have  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Institu- 
tion, commenced  by  jxiulng  or  nailing  upon  the 
Main-mast,  a  printed  paper  in  large  characters,  en- 
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instructing,  and  bringing  into  a  state  of  discipline 
such  a  number  of  Officers,  was  excessive.    For  al- 
though the  appointments  were  chiefly  made  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  West-India  Merchants  and 
Ship-Owners,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  expected  where; 
the  applications  were  so  numerous,  that  all  who  were' 
employed  could  be  correct  characters.     This  import- 
ant deficiency  was  therefore  to  be  made  up  by  dis-. 
cipline,  instruction,    and  superintendance.     It  was 
necessary,  not  only  to  teach  every  man  his  duty ; 
but  to  establish  those  checks  which  would  secure  the 
performance  of  it.     It  was    a  new  experiment  to 
overawe  delinquents,  by  convincing  them  that  in  the 
system  which  was  established,  there  existed  a  suffi- 
cient portion  both  of  vigilance  to  detect,  and   of 
shength  and  resolution  to  seize  every  person  detected 
in,  or  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  to 
convey  them  instantly  before  the  Magistrate,  whose 
powers  are  well-known  to  every  culprit. 

From  the  constant  perambulation  of  the  Police 
Boats,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  with  power  to  seize 
and  apprehend  dclinquentsconvcying  stolen  Property; 
they  speedily  began  to  see  their  danger.  The  strength 
opposed  to  them  was  systematic  and  regular.  Firm- 
ness and  perseverance  were  the  leading  characterise 
tics  of  the  design.  No  relaxation  of  discipline  could 
be  dispensed  with.  The  duty  assigned  each  indivi- 
dual, must  be  carefully  and  punctually  performed. 
Means  existed  of  immediately  discovering  every 
act  of  inattention  or  neglect.     The  lust  was  noticed 

Vy 
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by  a  severe  reprimand  and  admoniiion.  The  latter 
by  an  instantaneous  dismisiiion.  It  was  laid  doirn  as 
a  fixed  principle,  that  immediate  access  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates might  l)c  had  wherever  an  occasion  required, 
by  the  lowest  OiKccr  on  the  establishment.  When  a 
complaint  was  to  be  heard,  a  grievance  redressed,  or 
information  lo  be  p:ivcn,  tlic  party,  without  the  nicdin- 
tionofanv  ono,Ii;ul  lull  liberty  nfappljiiig  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates who  hc;ird  thewhulccircimi^tancc,  and  such 
orders  were  iiiatlc  as  the  nature  of  the  cxsc  required. 

Hence  has  tbi-*  new  Edtablishnicnl  aftbrded  an 
iiudeiiiablc  insi;iiicc,  to  cxcniiilify  the  wonderiiil 
cflcct  of  Pulicf  Iiislitiuion  projiL-rly  systematized. 

The  flowers  wliich  the  Officers  were  known  10 
the  control  under  which   they  acted,  and 
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CHAP.    V. 

Tlie  immediate  effects  of  the  Kver  Tolice  Institution/ 
in  the  protection  afforded  to  fVest-Imiia  Proper ty--^ 
Exemplified  by  a  comparison  of  the  Old  and  New 
System^  in  delivering  the  Cargoes  of  Ships  and  Fes- 
sels  with  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  Colonial  Articles. 
— The  unaccountable  conduct  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  Ship  Owners  noticed: — Aninmdversions  thereon. 
— The  injuries  which  Property  sustained,  by  the  dis-^ 
position  shewn  to  dery  every  countenance  to  the  New 
Police  System  : — The  success  of  the  design  evinced^ 
hy  its  surmounting  all  difficulties : — Its  utility  prov- 
ed by  the  honourable  testimony  of  51  reputable  Sliip^ 
Masters  in  the  J  Vest -India  Trade :  By  the  public 
approbation  of  the  Wharfingers :  By  the  Resolutimi 
of  the  West' India  Committee ;  and  the  public  testi- 
mony of  the  Body  of  Planters :  —  y/  Statement  of 
additional  proofs  of  the  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  Institution,  by  the  general  effect  it  has  pro- 
duced in  over-awing  and  restraining  the  eonmiission 
of  acts  of  Delinquency,  by  those  Classes  of  Aquatic 
Labourers  who  were  formerly  the  chief  Agents  in 
facilitating  the  conveyance  of  Plunder ;  and  by  the 
Criminal  Purchasers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  ;— 
The  utility  of  the  Institution  also  proved,  hy  the 
dinnnution  of  the  Custom-house  Sales :  —  By  the 
Punishment  of  about  200  Offenders,   and  hy  the 

P  general 


TSBATISB  0!t 


gejierai  vigiLmce  of  the  Syslrm^  hj  ivhifh  in  the 
emrsc  of  the  first  Stason,  the  Saving  lo  the  Indt- 
lUuals  iinj  the  Revenue  is  estimated  at  1 50,000/. 


TVs  in  Military  Warliirc  an  enemy  is  intimidated 
by  the  power,  sirengtli,  and  superior  position  of  the 
oppoaiiig  army,  so  in  tlic  arrangements  which  are 
ibrmed  for  the  conquest  of  Delinquency,  are  im- 
pression? excited  in  proportion  to  the  apparent 
eticrgy  of  the  design,  and  the  features  of  vigtlaoce, 
vliirh  it  cxiiibits  wherever  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hoiided. 

The  various  and  cxtciKlcd  ramifications  of  a  Sy>- 
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lh€  power  of  the  Law,  when  exercised  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  well-regulated  Police,  and  sppeareJI 
resigned  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning  their  evil 
pursuits.  The  result  was,  that  the  River  Thames,, 
from  being  crowded  with  Boats  of  all  descriptions, 
during  the  discharge  of  the  West-India  Fleets,  be- 
came unusually  still  and  quiet. 

The  great  engine  of  the  Preventive  System  was 
put  immediately  in  a  state,  of  activity  by  the  de- 
livery of  West-India  Ships,  (whenever  application? 
were  made,)  through  the  medium  of  sworn  Fortme^t 
properly  instructed,  and  Registered  Lumpers,  with 
the  addition  of  Ship  0>nstabIes  for  the  protectiou 
of  the  Cargo,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the  Lighters.. 
The  effect  of  this  cannot  be  better  explained  than- 
by  exhibiting  the  following  comparative  View,  be- 
tween the  System  that  prevailed  under  the  old 
regimen,  and  that  which  was  adopted  by  the  Riyer 
Police. 


The  Practice  explained  under     The  Practice  explained^  under- 
the  €ld  System.  the  Marine  Police  System. 


I.      LuMFIUk 

Notwithstanding  inany  ex- 
cellent regulations  which  have 
been  made  by  the  West-India 
Merchants,  and  various  expedi- 
ents which  have  been  tried  with- 
in the  last  forty  yearsi  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  Sys. 
tern  of  working  out  Westlndift 

Cargoes, 
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'  Although  it  was  no  part  of 
the  original  Plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  Establbhmcnt  to  under-' 
take  to  find  labourers  to  unload 
the  cargoes  of  West^India  Shv^^ ' 
yet  with* a  view  to  a*  radical' 
cure  of  a  very*  enormous  eviU 
it  was  afterwards  detennined  to 
r  2  attach 
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>  l-rtvfRt  the 
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nifiTmoDi    pilUgv 
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jnibli..ai-.> anj  p^r 
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ing  mi  the  )hi)<t,  these  Labour- 
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?,  who,  wiih 

ers  miglu  be  more  immeJiaiely 

t\:c  exrcption  of  f 
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under  thr  control  of  the  Police 

known  to   have  1 
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!:  >m<:ful  nun- 

alioot  eighty  individuals,  capa. 
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it.tii-  ..J  ui  the 

hie  of  acting  a>   Foraneo,  and 
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urload     W«t,India     Cwgow, 
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ilmi-'c     the  in. 
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Cargo  to  a  very  great  extent^     which   they    visited    reguk'ljr 


in  proof'  of  which  the  most  in- 
contestable  evidence  has  been  ad- 
duced^  confirmed  by  a  multitude 
of  witnesses  who  have  been  exa- 
mined at  dificrent  times  upon 
oathy  and  who  developed  a  scene 
of  systematic  robbery  and  depre- 
dation  to  an  extent  almost  beyood 
credibility ;  each  Lumper  carry- 
ing on  shore  two  or  three  times 
a  day>  large  cjuantities  of  Sugar* 
CoBct,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and 
every  other  portable  article,  and 
thisf  independent  of  excessive 
launder  which  took  place  in  fc* 
veial  ships  during  the  night,  in 
consequence  of  contracts  made 
by  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Of- 
ficers^ with  certain  Receivers, 
who  sent  a  class  of  men,  called 
Light-horsemen,  who  were  per- 
mittedy  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  to  plunder  the  hold,  and 
who  have  been  known,  by  means 
of  black  bags,  called  Hack  straps 
and  made  for  the  purpose,  (hold. 
ing  each  about  loolb.  of  Sugar) 
to  have  carried  of  to  the  extent 
of  two  or  three  tons  of  Sugar 
each  night,  for  a  length  of  time, 
during  the  discharge,  besides 
large  quantities  of  Hum  in  blad- 
ders, as  veil  as  Coffee  and  other 
articles.  While,  on  such  occa- 
sions, 


while  under  discharge,  twice  In 
the  day,  and  once  during  the 
night.  They  inspected  thtf 
work  going  forward  in  the  hold 
and  upon  deck^  and  gave  such 
orders  and  directions  for-the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  ccconomy  and 
disptch,  and  of  preventing  piun. 
der,  as  their  professional  and 
nautical  knowledge  suggested, 
and  they  reported  their  proceeds 
ings  every  day  to  the  Magis.. 
trates,at  theMarine  Police  Qfice. 

The  effect  of  this  system  has 
been  wonderful,  and  the  saving 
to  the  Planters,  Merchants, 
Ship-Owncrs,  and  the  Revenue, 
must  have  been  immense. 

No  plunder  whatsoever  could 
possibly  be  obtained  under  (he 
system  of  vigilance  which  took 
place.  The  men  were  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  shore  during  the 
day,  by  which  a  great  inroad 
to  pillage  was  prevented.  The 
Watermen's  Boats  which  were- 
accustomed  to  hang  upon  the 
bows  and  quarters  of  West-India 
Ships  under  discharge  on  all  form, 
er  occabions,  for  the  purpose  of  * 
conveying  plunder  under  the  Old 
System,  and  the  grapplers^  and 
draggers  for  old  ropes,  caUed 
Mudlarks 3  who  usually  attended 

in 
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0:JS)t:iM.  (lumftn.)         h'tw  SjiUm. 

tWKS,  thr  con'.iniin  LmnfYnaRd  in  the  nigbt  to  assist  in  anvty- 

Caoftit,  vrlio  worked  oui  the  ing  fluntleri  were  no  longer  to 

ship  in  tl:c  d:i.v,ui.Te  pcrmitud  be  seen. — In  short,  an  effectual 

toin-K^iK  iIvAt  y'l'Aa^  aJ /Hi.  check   has  been   given   by  the 

ran,  3s  a  bribe,  :o  prevciii  ihem  Police,  wherever  it  attached,  to 

from  nukir.g  a  discovery  of  the  the  ^ho^kingdcpred^iliom  wfaicb 

nightly  plui^der.  hcrctotbre  prevailed. 

11.  CooFEU.  II.  CooriM. 

In  -Al  !i-:*t;.riei  where  We«-  Under  the  Police  S)-iteiB,  the 
Ir.din  ihip  wifi'  di^Lh-irglrg  in  narnrjineii  Coopers,  finding 
t!  t  Rlier  TViirrc!,  jourrcymcn  tK-Ri^elvfiunablciocanyoathe 
Cooixu  hi:-,  t  ^!u.wcd  a  consi-  sviuni  of  Pillage,  whuh  here- 
dk.rab',e  [rcJlkctlun  to  be  em-  lofgie  pn-vaileJ,  not  only  de- 
ployed. And  as  double,  and  iniindol  higliiT  wages  of  thni 
sometimes  triple,  the  ritmbet  M.L'i^r*,  but  it  has  been  dlsctw 
wtnt  on    hi  ard    that  was  ac-  vnrcd  that   where  tirte  at  _^ar 
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predationsj  in  many  instances^  enorniODi  launder  which  took 
must  have  gone  to  a  great  ex-  pboe  thnmgh  tfaenKdiom  of  this 
tent.  dassofmen. 


III.  Watchmbn* 

'Since  the  vast  extent  of  the 
Pillage  and  Plunder  in  West-In- 
dia ships  has  been  admitted  to 
exist,  and  that  many  of  the  Mates 
and  Revenue-OfEcerSy*  instead 
of  being  checks  on  this  Plunder, 
have,  in  abundance  of  instances, 
been  proved  to  promote  it.  It 
has  been  customary  for  Ship^ 
Owners  to  employ  Watchmen 
(composed,  no  doubt,  of  the  best 
men  they  could  select)  to  guard 
the  cargoes  against  the  enormous 
depredations  to  which  they  were 
subject ;  and  as  they  were  under- 
stood to  be  upon  duty  altcm«ite- 
}y  day  and  night,  they  were  ge- 
nerally allowed  4s,  and  5s.  per 
day  :  but  it  appears,  although 
these  men  were  employed,  and 
although  they  were  supposed  to 
watch  day  and  night,  the  plun- 
der went  on  as  before. 

*  This  is  by  no  means  meant  to 
convey  a  retiection  upon  all  M^tes 
and  Revenue  Officers,  some  of  \^hom 
have  certainly  conducted  themselves 
with  |;reat  mtcgrity  and  propriety, 
and  iuve  provfid  themselves  worthy, 
in  all  respects,  of  the  trust  reposed  iii 
tbcm. 

If 


III.  WATcmcnr. 

The  Ship  Constables,  onder 
the  Police  System,  ait  cooipoiei 
of  men  who  have  not  only  had 
the  best  recommendations,  tnit 
who  were  preferred,  upon  a  full 
investigation  as  to  character^ 
ability,  and  fitness  to  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Each  of  these  Pblice  Watch. 
men  are  solemnly  sworn  to  este- 
cute  a  certain  duty,  and  to  fbl* 
low  s|iecific  and  clear  instruc- 
tions which  are  given  them* 
They  arc  moreover  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  law ;  and 
duly  qualified  to  ^ize  and  ap* 
prehend  all  delinquents,  whidi 
is  already  proved  to  have  had't 
wonderful  effect  in  pievefltifis 
depredations.  They  arc  regu- 
larly surveyed  by  siiperior  of- 
ficers, both  by  day  and  nigm, 
who  inspect  into  their  condnctf 
and  report  daily  to  the  Magts* 
trates  how  far  they  have  coli. 
ducted  themselves  properly,  AxA 
in  conformity  to  their  instmc* 
tions.  And  as  they  derive  their 
authority  from  the  Magistrates, 
and  aro  accountable  to   thein 

only 


3l6  TEBATIU  am 

on  SjUtm.  {Wmitbmu.)         Ktmt  Sjittm. 

If  a  Watchman  h^fcocd  to  only  for  their  condua  ;  and  u 

be  an  honut  nun,  who  would  ihcy  know  they  will  bcoamnrlr 

not  cxninive  at  any  ilcpiedatiofit  watched  and  minutely  ezamiacd 

being  under  ihe  umtrol  of  the  how  far  they  have  perferuwd  the 

Mate,  he  was  tent  to  the  Quays  duty  aui^ed  them,  they  Hand 

in  the  Lighten,   that  nothing  in  a  predicament  difteimt  from 

mightbccommunicatedthatn-as  allotbciWatchmau  Theymuu 

going  forward.    But  ev«n  while  ^""■ret,ilgilaMi,itiA/aiib/a/, 

on  board,  iheic  watchmen  being  in  the  discharge  nf  the  tnist  they 

armed  with  no  auihoricy;  having  have  swotn  to  fulfil,  or  they  not 

no  person  to  conirol  thcro,  or  to  only  lose  their  bread,  but  aie 

inquire  whether  they  were  laith-  rendeted     infamous,     and    are 

fut  orcormpt ;  and  being  equal,  punished  in  caie  of  any  cranuna] 

\y  well  paid,  without  any  risque  connivance.    No  check  that  can 

of  dismiiiion,      whether    they  be  dcvixd,    although  itrength- 

acied  propiTly  oi  improperly  ;  ccied  by  pecuniary  penaltiei,  or 

tfacy  naturally  yielded    to  the  ■=>''"  by  bond  and  surety,  can 

force  cf  bad  example  :  (and  more  ^1"al  that  which  attaches  to  a 
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the  next  County  Gaol,  there  to  remain  until  the 
[next]  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Great-session, 
or  Gaol  delivery,  or  until  the  Offender  shall  be  de- 
livered by  due  course  of  law  ;  and,  in  case  an  indict- 
ment shall  be  found  against  such  Offenders,  or  any 
of  them,  they  shall  plead  thereto,  without  having 
time  to  traverse  the  same,  as  is  usual  in  cases  of  Mis- 
demeanors, and  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall, 
by  order  of  the  Court,  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  River  Thames,  or  any  other  navigable  River  in 
England^  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  as 
under  19  Geo.  III.  c.  74.  in  cases  of  Grand  Larceny; 
or  the  Court  may  order  such  Offender  to  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Common  Gaol,  or  House  of  Correction,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

By  §  35  of  the  Statute  9  Geo.  II.  c.  35,  If  any  per- 
son passing  with  prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods, 
and  armed  with  offensive  weapons,  shall  hinder  any 
Officer  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  who,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty,  shall  offer  to  search  or  seize  any 
prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods  from  any  person 
passing  with  such  Goods,  and  armed  as  aforesaid,  by 
beating  the  Officers  or  other  persons  acting  in  their 
assistance  ; — it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  Officers  of  his 
Majesty's  Customs  or  Excise,  and  all  persons  by  them 
called  to  their  assistance,  who  are  so  resisted,  id 
oppose  force  to  force,  and  by  the  same  methods  that 
are  violently  used  against  them,  and  by  which  their 
lives  are  endangered,  to  defend  themselves  and  exe- 
cute the  duty  of  their  office,:  and  if  any  person  so 

resisting 
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H  frrforn — to   wj(ch    th«  prT. 

perty  dar  and  nigh;  uniil  the 
Lighter  was  diw-IargfJ.  And 
hdic;  aro«  the  ov.(-*;ve  plun- 
der which  hai  icreiM"  :c  tskcii 
fbte  bsrh  ir.  ihc  Lighters  .md 
Bpon  ihf  yunys,  3t  the  time 
whin  thcw  Wai.  i.mL-n,  il'  not 
■.  ^F,  iirr-  either 
,  rcii^i:-;;  high 
wages  for  pt:n-.i.ii:  i  jTrt-nJed 
duty,  in m-inv  ii  .timi',  wishout 
»nyche..kor  -...nirl 'H^nn  ;t,cir 
conilucr,  or  :.-iy  i-i  ,ii«  u«-J  by 
wliiij;  it  L')-id  I:'.'  diswven-J, 
whuihc.'  tb.-y  diii  their  rfmy  or 
rot.  'llio  mi.ii  inl.i.'iious  prac- 
tices have  Ito'n  pi-iierjTcd,  niiJ 


panic 


OiSccr  who  Mtemb  ihe  Lighter, 

and  delireied  hy  him  to  the 
Maiire  Police  Gvardi,  who  aie 
in  connant  attendance  upon  the 
tliffl-tent  Qua>-i.  The  Marine 
Police  Waii.hman,  atter  taking ■ 
R-ciipi  for  the  cargo  of  the 
Lighter,  rrtun.s  immediately  te 
hi)  shi]-,  and  the  Quay  Cifard 
lake)  thr  Cr.ift  urder  his  charg*. 
This  Guard  is  adisdnct  Eatn. 
bliihniont  under  the  Marine  Po. 
lice.  It  consBtt  d(  Thirty, 
Sivom  OIHcCTs  and  three  Snr. 
Teynrs  m  checks  ui-on  their  fide- 
litv .  'ri;e>e  Guards  arc  ratioit. 
ed  upon  all  the  dlFcrent  Qn)^ 
and  Lighten,  and  their  dislriba. 


kgewhiehiBttttiatmfiffaecx-  tior  bcoefiti  dP  de  pte 
pectcd#  from  an  cipgiiiK  fdr  rach 
a  length  of  dae  to  men  of  die 
mostdquiTedeiiancten^  both  by 
flight  and  by  day,  and  who  are 
«0D8tantIy  hunting  about  for  tfaii 
apecies  of  accessible  plonder^  as  a 
means  of  subsistence :  and  hence 
arose  the  losses  which  Lighter, 
men  and  Wharfingers  have  been 
occasionally  compelled  to  make 
good  to  oonsigneei,  and  ts4ich 
oonkl  not  Ciil  to  increase^  if  the 
Marine  Fblioe  Institotiob  had 
not  coUateraly  extended  its  pro- 
tection to  this  class  of  men,  as 
well  as  to  Planters,  MerduD]it8| 
and  Ship-Owners* 


fdiwitfdp  aa  the  fiUowttf  vdoA- 
taiy  testimony  OK  a  ic^ivctibb 
Wharfinger : — Hit  words  aie 
tbei^  ^  I  am  proud  to  aay,  I 
^•efcr  ttw  Aeboinenif  dK 
^  Qo'ajRBooodkRtBdwiflMoiMdh 
*' eaie  andcon£brt  at  it  fcaateaa 
<< this  Fleet;  I  proposed  doing 
'<  myself  the  honour  to  wait  oa 
^  yoQf  to  acknowledge  the  stllL 
<<  tf  of  ttatianod  ConitabkiOB 
^  each  Wharf,  who  act  with  mdk 
^*ffoA,  aathotity,  in  ktK^tig 
**  off  idlers  and  long^proaaMa 
*'  who  seldom  or  ever  work*'« 


This  comparative  view  exhibits^  in  a  small  com- 
pass, the  effect  of  the  System,  wherever  its  protection 
was  permitted  to  extend  to  specific  Ships^  discharged 
under  the  control  of  the  Institution. 

Notwithstanding  the  benefits,  derived  by  the  Pro- 
prietors of  West-India  Cargoes,  have  been  rendered 
so  indisputably  clear  and  self- evident ;  and  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Merchants,  authorised  to  conduct  the 
whole  of  the  generafl  affairs  of  the  Trade,  have  so 
anxiously  recommended  it  to  Ship-owners  and  Ships* 
Husbands^  to  place  their  Vessels  in  this  Trade  under 
the  protection  of  the  Police,  without  any  new  ex- 
pence  being  incurred ;  it  is  no  less  true  than  sin- 

a  gular. 
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piil:ir,  lli.it  the  Owners  of,  at  k-n'.t,  onp-lliird  of  ilie 
Shi]»s,  ii)ni|iHMii;j  till-  Fleets  wliich  have  arrived 
hincethe  IiiMitut'oii  was cstablisIiH,  have  not  chosen 
t()  avail  ilii-ni-i'lvrs  of  the  advaiiCige:;  which  it  held 
nut.  Il'^iire  ii  has  fuUowed,  that  a  certain  projwr- 
tion  of  ihc  IVci^'hicrs  and  Conai^nccs  have,  in  such 
iiistaiirc-i.  hccii  deprived  of  that  iiiiincdiatc  protec- 
tion whi;-h  they  had  strugplcrt,  bv  thvir  Ginimiticc, 
fur  so  loiijf  a  period  to  ohlaiii  ;  and  tliclr  Pro 
pert  J,  for  want  of  I'olicc  Constables,  was  not 
only  exposed  to  pillage  in  the  SIii|>,  hut  unavoid- 
ably dtprivcfl  nf  the  chain  of  tran-ii  protection 
in  the  Lijjhicrs,  and  upon  the  Quays  which  has 
been  provided  for  the  pcciirily  of  such  cargoes  as 
are  placed  under  the  cognizance  of  the  fn^litutton. 
The  System  itself  (as  far  as  hiinian  Iii?tiiutions 


eager  in  pursuits  of  wealth  that  3Xk  evident  benefit^ 
with  respect  to  the  security  of  property,  (often  of 
great  magnitude^)  is  sacriiiced  to.  save  a  certaiQ 
trifling  experice ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  lamented^  that 
the  proprietors  of  cargoes  do  not  in  general  expeii* 
ence  that  attention  and  liberality  from  many  Sbip^ 
Owners  and  Ship-Masters  which  they  deserve.  j 
Had  the  Marine  Police  Institution  subjected  Ship^ 

# 

Owners  to  any  pecuniary  expence  for  its-  supportf 
there  might  have  been  some  reason,  (and  even  that 
too  would  have  been  of  a  sligbt  nature,)  for  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  regulationsi  of  the  Westrlndia 
Merchants.  But  when  it  is  shewn  that  no  new  ex-. 
pence  whatsoever  attaches  to  tliis  cla^s  of  men**^ 
That  nothingj;iK  asked  of  them  by  their  Freighters^ 
the  West-India  Merchants,  but  to  substitute  Police 
Constables  in  lieu,  of  the  pld  Watchmen,  which  the 
usage  of  the  Port  had  fixed  as  an  expence  on  the 
Ship-Owners. — ^Tliat  the  request  thus  made  was 
not  only  with  a  view  to  the  compliance  with  a  moral 
obligation  on  the  part  of  Ship-Owners  to  do  their 

**  It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  find  them-  . 
*'  Klves  enabled  to  state  that  the  expence  of  Lumping  out  a  Ship 
i*  under  the  New  System  will  probably  not  exceed  the  avcragr 
'<  amount  paid  for  Lumpers  and  Watchmen. — The  whole  of  tlie 
*'  freight  on  the  quantity  of  produce  usually  plundered,  will  there. 
'<  fore  be  a  clear  profit  to  the  Ship ;  and  estimating  this  Dcpreda- 
<<  tion  at  the  very  low  rate  of  one-quarter  of  a  cwt.  Sugar  per  hogSt. 
**  head,  it  is  obvious  that  the  saving  to  Ship-Owners  in  the  Port  of 
'^  London  only,  will  in  one  year,  amount  to^^.io^ooo^  on  the 
'*  single  article  of  Sugir  imported,  exclusive  of  other  Merchan- 
«  dije/' 

utmost 
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Utmost  tor  the  purpow:  of  protecting  the  property  of 
the  KrcijiliH-TS :  but  ai«j  to  promote  tiicir  own  iin- 
mcdinic  itucrcM,  its  li:)>  ni-ttially  been  shewn,  liv  an 
increase  ol'  I'pcigln,  imd  the  security  of  the  Tacklp, 
Ap[KireI,  and  Sioris  of  their  Shi|JS  from  Plunder. — 
It  will  a|>[icar  almost  incredible  that  an  Insirtuiioii 
originating  in  iirineiples  so  aduiinibly  calcidaied  to 
extend  benefits  to  a  class  of  men,  who  had  long; 
complained  lotidly  of  the  injuries  they  were  siitferiiiG: 
by  rHliigf  and  Rivir  Piracy,  shouKI  not  have  rccci\-e<l 
ihc  utmost  countenance  and  protection. — But  when 
it  is  further  stated,  that  the  original  Projector  of  the 
design  riot  only  hibourcd  hnmd}  ^^nHuitous/v,  but 
exhibited  in  the  arrangements,  (as  has  already  been 
sho\vn,)(w)\vhiehhcL'stablished,aSygteinof  oecomMny 
evincing  in  the  actual  expcsidi'.ure  the  same  minute 
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saem  that  a  deagn  thus  formed  and  cofiducted,  would 
have  experienced  the  universal  support  of  every  class 
of  inen>  concerned  in  Shipping  and  Navigation. 

It  wa^  however,  speedily  disco\ered,  that  this 
Institution  had  nKH'e  to  struggle  with  than  the  mere 
Delinquency  upon  the  River,  extensive  and  alarming 
as  that  appeared  to  be.  There  were  secret  springs 
which  operated  powerfully  in  exciting  the  most  un- 
just and  unfounded  prejudices.  Not  a:  few  of  the 
old  Master  Lumpers,  whose  ill-gotten  gain  had 
perhaps,  enabled  them  to  afibrd  pecuniary  and  athtc 
facilities^  to  some  Ship-Masters,  and  SubocdhmtsB  in 
the  Counting  Houses  of  the  Merchants,  (^ipeared  to 
have  a  certain  degree  of  influence  in  exciting  da* 
mour,  and  in  raising  difficulties.  Men  who  had  long 
profited  by  Contracts  for  the  Delivery  of  Ships,  whidi 

the  West-India  Merchants  had  declared  in  their 

>■ 

Public  Report,  {o)  *^  To  he  ruinous  and  destruc$iv§ 
to  the  Port  of  London^*  could  not  easily  relinquish  a 
position  which  had  been  so  extremely  productive  of 
money  arising  from  the  infamous  System  of  PillagCf 
St  which  they  had  connived. 

The  laudable  attempts  therefore,  which  were  made 
by  the  Body  of  the  West-India  Merchants,  to  have 
their  Cargoes  discharged  by  means  of  Lumpers, 
under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  Police  Insti- 
tution, (/^)  were,  in  some  measure,  defeated  by  the 

intrigues 

(o)  Sec  Appendix  V. 
{f)  On  the  arrival  of  the  first  Fleet,  after  the  Establishment  of 
ifat  Marine  Police  Institution^  in  addition  to  the  Public  Report  of 

the 
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intrijrucsof  no!  a  iVw  of  those  whose  improper  con- 
tliict  hud  ri-iiUcrcd  thi'iv  Kcsolutioiis  necesaar}'. 
bliip-MastiTs  were  iisKiilal  iiiniiediau-ly  on  their 
arrival,  and  tin."  ii:ronpcst  prcjiiiiiccs  were  attempted 
t»bc  fxcilcil  aeaiiisl  thai  l>;[)arimcnt  (r)  of  the  In- 
stitutiun,  wlik-h  had  been  {ilanncd  and  recommended 
by  the  MiTchiiius  themselves. 

The  objwi  ot'  these  intrigues  was  to  induce  Ship- 
owners and  !Dhi[)-Mastcrs  to  adhere  to  the  Old  Sys- 
tem, partly  Cniin  parsimoniutus  views  in  being  eased 
of  the  cxpenre  of  PoUcc  Watchmen,  and  perhaps^ 
in  some  instances,  from  motivesofinlluence  arising 
from  certain  facilities  which  the  Police  System  did 
not  hold  out. 


the  Commiltcc  of  ihc  Wc5l-India  Merchants,  the  following  Rcso- 
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The  result  was,  that  in  many  cases  wheM  the  re« 
commendation   of  the  West-India  Merchants  wa0 
dLsregarded,  the  Girgo  became  etposed  toPillage,  to 
a  certain  ektent^  both  in   the  Ships  and  in   the 
Lighters,  and  also  upon  the  Quays,  inasmuch  as  the 
West-India  Produce,  in  this  situation,  was  unavmd-* 
ably  deprived,  not  only  of  the  benefit  of  the  nautical 
Surveyors,  in  superintending   the   discharge,  and 
controling  the  Ship  Constables,  but  the  Chain  of  * 
Security,  which  had  been  devised  by  watching  the  - 
Property  in,  and  from  the  Ship  to  the  Quays^  and  - 
until  it  was  deposited  in  the  Warehouse^  could 
only  apply  to  Cargoes  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Institution. 

Under  these  mortifying  circumstances,  which,  in . 
spite  of  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  Merchants, 
operated  so  powerfully  in  defeating  in  part  the  great 
preventive  System  which  had  been  devised,  there  was 
no  alternative,  but  to  double  the  exertions  of  the 
Police  in  detecting  the  Offences,  which  were  thus 
generated;  since  no  power  existed  to  enforce  the 
means  o(  Prevention,  which  had  operated  so  favour- 
ably in  all  instances  where  it  applied. 

Accordingly  by  the  vigilatice  of  the  Police  Sur- 
veyors upon  the  River,  instances  frequently  occurred 
where  Lumpers  and  others  were  detected  with 
Sugars,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  stolen  from  un- 
protected Ships,  who,  but  for  this  circumstance, 
might  have  been  kept  honest;  and  it  must  be 
lamented    by  those  of  humane  feelings,  that  the 

Q  want 
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. ;  :?   :_■-  rrr'jsiite  SntcTn  has 
w-:r.-   f-j,-^-. 'rs.   ainci  oihcr- 

t '.   fi    .:■:?>•.:   rta^irr  PunVa- 
-  -fc-r  c  CvTC-iBOCfac-cs  hjr  the 
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out  in  terrwem  to  all  PoKce  Constables^  who  should* 
presume  to  interfere  with  them,  or  ofier  them  any- 
insult  in  the  fair  execution  of  their  duty._  On  thei 
contrary,  they  were  strictly  injoincd  to  afford  every 
assistance,  and  on  all  occasions  to  conduct  them- 
selves towards  them  with  the  utmost  attention  and 
civility,  under  pain  of  immediate  dismission. 

But  above  all,  the  Commercial  Body  trading  toC 
the  River  Thames,  is  eminently  indebted  to  the 
uniform  countenance  and  protection  afforded  to  this 
Institution,  by  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department, (»)  whose  character- 
istic patriotism,  stimulated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  do 
good,  prcxluccd  the  most  beneficial  effects  in  the 
steady  and  uniform  support,  which  he  afibrded  as 
chief  Magistrate  of  the  Police;  and  the  great  atten- 
tion he  bestowed,  (and  still  bestows,)  in  promoting 
whatever  contributes  to  the  efficacy,  and  general 
utility  of  this  design. 

Aided  by  the  condescending  influence  of  such 
high  authority,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
engaged  in  a  pui-suit  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Community,  those  in  the  immediate  direction 
felt  encouraged  to  persevere  under  many  accumu- 
lated difticulties,  and  the  consequences  were  favour- 
able in  the  highest  degree  lo  the  cause  of  Public 
Morals,  a^d  the  security  of  Commercial  Property. 

The  eyes  of  many  of  the  n?ost  respectable  of  the 
Ship-mastcrS;  were  at   length  opened  to  the  utility 

\n]  His  Grace  the  Diikc  of  Portland. 

Ql  2  ^'^ 
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oJ"  ilie  (Icsipii  :  and  after  its  effects  were  fully  under- 
^tuDil,  liicy  biirc  tlie  mo^L  honourable  testimony   ul' 

the  l)['iK-:it->  iIk-v  hud  derived  tVoin  it.  (y) 

The 

,,  (J:  >,::fi^:\rr..— Signc J   ty    XOj.nt   repiiratlr   Ship-mattery 
.",-/-v-  !0  iht  Pir:  ■/  LiiJ:'.:—Qclehrr  1798. 

W't,  tbr  uiuU-rsignnl  OHiicn  iiuj  Musters  ot'  Ship  ia  the  W«t- 
Indii  Trsiit.-,  &>■  having  vjkea  into  our  considi-ration  the  Plaii  of 
ihL-  M.iii:.c  PolikC  Injtitution,  lorproieciing  the  Piopnty  of  the 
Pl.ttitprs  .■.;..l  Mctth.incs  on  boarJ  of  Shij''  and  VcskIs  in  the  River 
Th.imi-',  arc!  for  ditchurging  the  said  \'esseli  under  the  b^eciiim 
oT  >vi'orii  OtHiYrs  coniioled  by  ihi:  Inititutiun,  and  alw  ondcT  the 
i.:j'r:r,ttiAl.i!i.r  <A  Surveyors  of  rcputalili-  t.l::mcter,  who  have  bn;n 
MutiT.  ot  V.  'I'U;  and  having  i-aih  of  us  experienced  the gocd 
fiTrci'i  ot'  iliU  Initiiution  in  the  dlsiharge  of  Vessels  under  our 
rcsprnivi'  tomtti.iiiLis,  lately  irriked  Iroin  tin;  Wtst.lndici,  not 
only  in  icgnrd  i<t  Pillage  and  Plunder,  wlilih  it  wa<  fotinerly  next 
to  an  inn'j^iiliiliiy  to  I'n-ietit,  b.it  alsi  the  great  tare  taken  in 
I   unsioaing  the   Cargoes,  which  it  is  well  known  have 
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The  Body  of  the  Wharfingers,  equally  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  advantages  which  they  found  to 
arise  from  the  link,  in  the  general  chain  of  protec- 
tion, which  extended  to  the  Quays,  testified  their 
highest  approbation  of  the  Establishment,  (r) 

Nor  were  the  sentiraents-of  the  West-India  Com- 
mittee, who  were  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  benefits  which  arose  from  this  Institution,  less 
decided  than  those  who  preceded  them.  At  a 
meeting  held  at  the  close  of  the  season,  when  the 
Fleets  had  mostly  arrived,  and  a  clear  estimate  could 
be  formed  of  the  effect  of  the  System,  that  respectable 
Body  added   their  testimony,  not  only  with  respect 

already  proved  to  be  useful,  and  from  which  greater  advantages 
stiU  may  be  expected,  we  have  hereunto  sub^ribed  our  names,  and 
also  the  names  of  the  Ships  we  respectively  command,  and  likewise 
the  date  of  our  respective  signatures. 

(r)  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Ednvard  Ogle^  Eiq.    Chairman  of 

the   Body    of  WharfingerSi  at  a   General  Meeting :   to  the 

Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police  Office. — City  Chamiersg 

December  18,    1798. 

*'  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  had  the  honour  of 

**  laying  your  Letter  of  the  21st  Ult,  containing  certain  queries 

'*  as  to  the  effect  of  the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  before  a 

•*  numerous  meeting  of  the  Wharfingers  of  the  Legal  Quays,  held 

'*  at  Batson's  CofFec-hou^e,  for  that  pur|X)se :  and  1  have  the  satis- 

**  faction  to  inform  you,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 

**  meeting,  tliat  the  establishment  merited  every  encomium  that 

"  could  be  bestowed  upon  it,  for  the  various  and  extended  advan- 

*<  tagcs   derived  from   it  to  the  trade  of   the  Port ;   and  they 

"  requested  me  funher  to  inform  you,  that  they  feel  thcmsdvcs 

**  bound  in  honourt    whenever  called  upon,   to  bear  "testimony 

<«  thereto." 

to 


:-:    rjcr:-,c.'.    '■;•    the    Trade    in 
■.ifr^v.o:.  ;t.::*!«i,  by  ihc  Port  of 

■.• -,-i  ;  an^i  !iic-i;>o  bv  ihc  Public  at 
I     .-  :.';fia  tthi'-h  reSiJieJ  to  his  Majesty's 

■  '.r.rtii-.,  cviiirin^  the  favourable  opinion 
.■  |{.«lir>,  uhn,  from  their  peculiar  situa- 
"  >  r|iialilic<ltoimk<:  compiirisons  between 
1  tmitiils  iiinong  ihc  labouring  Class,  and 
.  Mf  III  itii- tk-Iinqucncy,  as  it  applied  to 

l*iii]>citv,  l«'(i>rcaud  yftcr  tlic  operations 

1,1.   ruliri',  liHW  been  since  confirmed  by 

\\  <  .1  Iiiilia  Planters;  u'lio,  after  a  full 

■  ■  ■■!  I  111-  ii.iiureanil  etieet  of  the  remedies 
■■  ■  n  ,ij.(ilu-.!.  uv  [he  purpose  of  removing 

'i,.,l  ^^•^^  Kv'i: '-'^^'•''T  ^t-U  8s  a  serious 
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iipprobatnon,  by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  ibe  Author  of 
the  design.  (/) 

In  uddition  to  these  proofs  of  the  convbtioi^  of 
those  immediately  interested  in  the  prevention  of  the 
Plunder  of  West-India  Property,  of  the  utility  of  the 
Marine  Police  System,  may  he  added  tbe  gcnqral 
Testimony  of  those  who  h^ve  had  access^  tp  know 
precisely  the  nature  of  tlie  Protection  afforded  tp 
West-India  Property,  before  and  since  the  Ebtabl!«b- 
ment  of  this  Institution. 

■ 

In  the  Ships,  during  the  delivery  of  their  Cargoes, 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Police,  none  of  those  in* 
famous  transactions  with  Ucceivers  have  been  suf* 
fcred,  whereby  excessive  Pillage  took  place  in  the 
night,  by  means  of  a  previous  understanding  with 

(/)  Extract  from  tbt  Minutes  of  a  General  Mcct'mi  of  the  Wcst^ 
Ind'ia  P I  ant  en  ^  held  hy  Public  Advertisement^  at  Wright*  s 
CoffeeJjottsey  Soho  Square f  Loudon ^  June  x  3,  1 799  -^The 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Peurbjn  in  the  Chair* 

RESOLVE  r>9 

That  Lord  Penrhyn  be  requested  to  communicate  the  thanks  of 
this  Meeting  to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  perse- 
verance with  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  form  an  efFectual  check 
to  the  system  of  Depredation^  which  prevailed  on  the  River 
Thames. 

Cofy  of  a  Note  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Penrhyn  to  Patrick 

ColquhouUf  Esq, 

Lord  Penrhyn  presents  his  complimentB  to  Mr  Cc^uhouni  and 
has  the  honour  of  transmitting  him  the  enclosed  Resolution. 

I^rd  Penrhyn  feels  a  very  particular  satis&ction,  iii  conveying 
the  sentiments  of  the  Meeting,  and  their  ipprobation  of  Mr. 
Colquhoun's  pkn. 

the 
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tlic  Mates  and  Rcrenue  Officers ;  wbile  the  Lum- 
pers, C.MjKTs,  and  all  otliers  on  board,  were  cffcc- 
tuilly  j.R-vcntid  In-  ihc  terror  which  the  System  cx- 
ciltcl,  and  bv  the  vipilaiicc  uf  the  Officers,  acting 
under  rontml  o:  ilio  Survcvurs,  :ind  the  risque  of  de- 
tcctitm  In-  iIil-  Iloiise-Coiistahlt-a  on  shore. 

Thi-  ■\\an-tmrii  were  no  longer  observed  hanging- 
aboui  Sliijis  (luring  their  di^chargc,  nor  were  the 
MuM.j/is  to  be  seen,  as  formerly,  surrounding  them 
at  low  wiittT.  It  now  ceased  to  be  an  object  with 
boih,  s:in\'  ntithiiigwas  to  be  procured. 

No:  :i  lew  »;!'  the  Journevmcn  Lightt-nncn,  finding 
no  ;ii!«.n,i.i^^c  lould  be  obtiiiiied  by  forming  connec- 
tiuns  wiili  [ici-iiii'^  on  board  ot" \Vt>T-Iiidta  Ships,  for 
till.'  purpose  ol*  rcrcivipg  and  concealing  Plutidcr  in 
liic  rorc-K'iiiiU;,  seldom  attciidtd  until  called  upon 


6t  Jasticcfl  of  the  Peace,  within  their  respective  Ju- 
risdictions, to  summon  Offenders  (within  six  days 
after  any ,  Offence  is  committed)  and,  on  the  refusal 
to  appfear,  to  apprehend  them  by  Wiirrant,  and  to 
punish  them  by  Fine,  not  exciceding  the  Penalty  im- 
posed for  the  Offence;  or,  in  case  of  refusal  to  pay 
the  Fine,  by  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
month. 

A  like  authority  is  given  to  summon,  apprehend, 
and  punish  persons  refusing  to  pay  Watermen  thehr 
Fares,  &c. 

Authority  is  also  given  to  two  of  the  Rulers  o(  the 
Watermen's  Company  (as  well  as  to  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, Recorder,  and  Justices)  to  hear  Complaint* 
between  Watermen  and  Watermen,  their  Widows, 
Apprentices,  &c. 

An  Appeal  is  by  this  Act  given  from  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  Recorder,  Justices  or  Rulers  of  theCom* 
pany,  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Having  thus  stated  the  rise  and  progress  of  these 
Laws,  respecting  Watermen,  and  the  Jurisdiction 
given  by  them  to  Magistrates,  it  will  ucxt  be  neces- 
sary to  recapitulate  the  Penalties  imposed  on  the 
several  Offences  created  and  made  puaisl^ble  by  the 

Acts;  .  :  . 


I  ^ .  •  I  • 


•  •  I A 


1st.  ^  to  A^fnnlkes. 

Apprentices,  bourrd  xxy  Watermen,  &c.  shall;  m,' 
ease  their  Masters'  Hibitatfon  bfe  not  r^stcrftf  Vhh' 


the 
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however;  the  ^Mtgan  Muk  ■mig>liMil><»WHtt 
WMH  if  Uttt  diredt  -ami'  i^ilrtMJiwwi  ft»»mw  of 
Miich  Die  Praprktan  of  <ke  CneoHt*!*' 
be  the  Suffetcn,  *an  it  tnai  inuaaca  . 
«mpI«jFed  eveiy  ntnuMu-ooild be ilmiari  far  iW 
purpose  of  watching  these  unprotected  Ship%  ;«jtfa4e 
view  to  the  detection  «f  Fkia«toi«ya.  ^iPi^f  .the 
night,  end  of  se«t:kiiig  tlw  thk(fltn.of  ihtiwil- 
fenw  on  leaving  the  unpntbotitliShi^  «l|eriK<^ 
«l«ie  otpbyed  Hlakowen ;  Mit.il.  it  tuliwil  <ht 
chief  part  was  deiaetad,  aioaa  aei^jr  t*a  Invdait 
were  either  impriunod  oe  fined  .forianal}  O^Ma^ 
arhilts  founeen  faavebceo  fm  «po9.tlsiV''V^  far 
^i^er  Climes^  of  which  amnher,  ic*ia  to  te  b- 
OKBUd,  that  it  ^wcaaae  oeoesaity  tQiaat^.i 
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March  1799,  (jr)  does  not  amount  to  One^fiftuih 
fart  of  the  loss  that  tvas  sustained  in  former  years j  and 
that  the  Saving  to  the  Proprietors  must  of  course 
have  considerably  exceeded  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds  a  year  in  Sugar,  Ccffee,  Cotkm,  Cocoth  ^ 
wento,  Gingfir,  and  other  artichs^  fvhik  4he  Mivpau 
must  have  gained  also  a  ^oery  large  ^itm.  ^ 

(x)  Iii^eitaiipn«f  Sugar  and  lUm*  Apni  the  Wosulndia  Isl^ds» 
ice.  4D  the  Port  of  hooifya,  from  the  ySi  of  July  1798  to  the  ;|{lb  of 
March  1799 : 


Shifu 

lamaica  164 

Ant^oii  14 

St.  Kites  14. 

Barbados  17 

Granada  18 

Montserrat  6 

Nevis  J^ 

Dominica  14 

St.  Vincents  %6 

Tortola  3 

ficrmuda  i 

Sundiy  Places  loS 

Total  389 


Cmfk^Smgar^ 
72^208 

^,806 
i,»^7      • 

10,147 

7?.9 

35»35« 
15'»576 


»7»959 
7'5 

56S 

4ii 

400 

90S 

109 

o 

3,271 

24,^1 1 
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The  Ejftds  proJiiced  by  the  edhteral  Influmct  of  the 
Voh'r  S\slem  in  ^utirding,  in  a  certmn  degree,  other 
IhaK.h.-s  r.f  Tr.ide,  hesuUs  ifut  of  the  IVest-hdies 
jf'i'i  DrpttJ.iliw,  fariiai/tirfy  the  TaekU^  Af*- 
farel,  mid  Stores,  of  all  Shi[-s  and  FesseU  in  the 
Jii'.-cr: — hi  the  Ulilily  of  the  Design  lo  the  East-' 
India  C'>^'ii\iny  : — 7o  the  /Imertcdii  and  Hamburgh 
l^hirh.ints,  t"i-micd  hy  iht- puHii:  Testimony  nf  Ship- 
Aliis.'irs  ill  /htie  Trades: — To  the  Ciuudu  Trade: — 
'Ihd  llusii,ii:  Merchants  : — The  Importers  of  Tim- 
ber tiiid  Giiiiii,  ff'iiics,  lirjndics,  Friiifs,  &V. — 
And  to   thi-   Coasliiig  and  Coal  Trade : — In   the 
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collateraly  to  all  Branches  of  Trade  and  Navigation 
in  the  River  Thames :  and  it  was  only  because  the. 
Civil  Force  was  insufficient,  and  that .  the-  System 
did  not  admit  of  arrangements^  calculated  tp  com- 
pass the  general  Protection  of  the  Port,  that^  some. 
Depredations  continued  to  be  committed.        ;  .  '• 

Limited  however,  as  it  has  been,  both  with  re- 
spect to  pecuniary  Resources,  and  a  competent  num- 
ber of  Boats  and  Assistants^  to  overawe  and  detect 
Offenders  in  every  part  of  a  wide*extended  River, 
and  still  more  so  on  the  numerous  Whar&  and 
Quays,  from  whence  the  Police  Guards  were  with-, 
drawn  as  soon  as  the  West-India  Cargoes,  under 
their  charge,  were  in  a  state  of  Security;  certain  it  is, 
that  the  regular  Perambulation  of  the  Police  Boats, 
in  their  daily  and  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River  (few 
as  their  numbers  comparatively  were)  produced  a 
very  important  effect  in  preventing  those  Depreda- 
tions of  River  Pirates,  upon  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  and 
Stores,  of  unprotected  Ships,  to  which  they  had  on* 
former  occasions,  been  exposed  ;  and  by  which  out-' 
rages  considerable  losses  were  sustained. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  advantages  which 
Ship  and  Craft  Owners  have  received  from  the  Esta- 
blishment, and  the  operation  of  this  Design,  since  it 
appears  upon  the  Records  of  the  Institution,  that  in 
Snow-Storms,  and  severe  Weather,  when  Vcsseh 
drifted  from  their  Moorings,  and  when  only  the  Po- 
lice Boats  attempted  to  go  upon  the  River,  thp  qau- 

tical 
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tical  skiil  and  labour  of  the  Survf  j-ors  and  Boat  Offi- 
cers have  been  zealously  excited  in  sanng  both  Ship- 
ping and  Cnift.  which  would  probably  otherwise  have 
been  Iost,(  v)  if  such  timrly  assistance  had  not  been 
afforded. 

To  the  Shi|>pin}r  and  Craft  in  general,  this  Insti- 
mtion  has  attnrded  a  serurity  which  rannot  5uffict- 
ently  be  npprrciated  by  those  who  have  great  Pro- 
perty at  hazard  in  the  River  Thame?,  in  times  like 
tiio  present,  when  the  Crews  cannot  be  kept  on 
biwrd,  and  when,  besides  the  damnges  arising  froni 
tempestuous  wcathcjj  a  still  greater  calamity  was  at 
one  period  to  be  apprehended  from  conflagration, 
contcmplatod  by  inrcndiaries,  whose  diabolical  de- 
signs, it  is  to  be  hnped,  have  been  finstrated  by  th« 
vigilance  oftlic  Marine  Police,  and  the  terror  which 


» I-. 


a  liiaii4e(%e  tliat  the  Police  Boats  were  combititl/ 
upon  the  Riven 

To  the  Easi'India  Company^  although  the  system 
did  Qot  immediately  extend  its  protection  to  theiir 
Ships,  yet  considerable  benefit  has  been  deriv^  by 
the  apprehension  of  Lumpers^  vith  Tiea,  Pepper^  md 
other  Articles,  and  in  exciting  a  greater  d^ree  of 
caution  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Revenue 
Officers^  whose  duty  it  was  to  prevent  every  species 
of  Pillage  and  Depredation. 

Nor  have  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  thif 
great  Company  been  backward  in  manifesting  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  utility  of  this  new  Esta* 
blislimcnt,  since  they  have  committed  to  its  charge 
matters  of  considerable  importance,  on  which  both 
secrecy  and  confidence,  in  the  proper  execution  of 
the  trust,  became  indispensably  necessary. 

Among  the  various  branches  of  trade  carried  on, 
to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  those  of -/dfiwmra 
and  Germany ^[z)  (where  the  aggregate  Imports  and 
Exports  amount  to  above  Sixteen  Millions  a  year) 
have  not  only  felt,  but  acknowledged  the  advantages 
which  have  been  derived  from  the  Marine  Police, 
even  upon  its  present  very  limited  scale, — as  appears 
by  tlie  following   testimonies: — 

We  the  undersigned.  Masters  of  Atnerican  SJApSu  trading 
to  the  Port  of  Lomion,  do  publicly  declare,  that  until  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police,  the  Cargoes  and  Stores  of  our 
Sliips  while  defivtring  and  taking  in,  were  constantly  subject 

(z)  See  Table,  p.  12, 

to 
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Itwil.iiiin, 
Kntr.  In!. 
arid  ilic  ,S:.ii 


the  II u;,: 

ki-...T'r... 

kivcr,  l.v 
awl  j'liM 
IlawMT-. 
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'  various  l1i:<.  ripiioris  of  Pliindcrcn  oa  the  Rivcf 
■i::;  ■  Micii  jii  l-ljijI:>Ii[1)i:iii  of  u  River  I'olice,  »-e 
ui  ;lu-  giL'.itL.i  iltrrcnicv  as  tu  liii:  MXiirity  of 
-  !\..ir,  '1^^a.-il>I1(^{,  in  mj  i>{iiiiimii  by  ihc  vigi- 
;  ,.i!.l  IS'Mis,  aiul  OlTivCTs  of  the  Marine  Police 

:. '.i:!'!;.*,  Jjy  ami  night.  jiatri-'Iling  o!i  the  said 
II!-  my  wlitTfi  ■(,  wf  hrrciiiiiu  suhseribe  our  names, 
ivc  rL>['^.aivcly  coinmimil. 

Sipied  /•)■  Sevrnlern  Sf-if-A/ai/^rt, 

iiiitk'T<i^ni(l  A/alten  e/  Hamhurgh  Shift  and 
:  1"  ilic  i'lTt  i<t' Loiiilui),  Iwing  truly  ssiiuble  of 
il.i:uci;>c  us  lo  [!ic  security  uf  Property,  on  the 
,  ai:alii;j;  Irom  ilic  \i^i]jmc  uf  tlic  Guard  Buau 
I  iliL'  Matiu'  Police  IiiMititiion,  patrolling  ibe 
aii.l  !<y  ni:^lit,  du  conMdur  it  our  duty  votunlarily 
to  iKlaR',  ilut  wlitTcas,  formerly  our  Cables, 

I  very  anjcic  of  Sliij)*'  Stores,  as  well  as  the  in- 
ward Cari;i)tMif  our  Ships,  while  ililivrring  ortak- 


Isfor  has  the  extensive  Commerce  in  Timtir  and 
Grain  been  less  benefited^  by  the  collateral  cheeks  to . 
the  pillage  to  which  these  branches  have  been  ex* 
posed.  The  detections  and  the  punishments  which 
liave  taken  place,  operated  powerfully  in  diminishing 
the  great  losses  which  were  annually  sustained. 

In  the  importation  of  FruttSj  WineSy  Dye  Stvffs^ 
BrufidieSy  Gin,  and  other  Liquors^  considerable  bene- 
iits  have  been  derived  from  the  security  which  the 
Police  established,  in  overawing  Delinquents,  who 
turned  their  attention  to  this  species  of  plunder ; 
and  particularly  those,  who,  by  means  of  Jiggers^ 
Tin  Tubes,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  nozlcs,  were 
accustomed  to  draw  off  and  purloin  large  quantities 
of  Liquors. 

The  Coasting  Trade  has  also  shared  in  the  general 
advantages  which  have  arisen  by  the  dissolution  of 
these  numerous  Criminal  Confederacies,  whose  de- 
predations extended  to  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
Commercial  Property. 

But  the  Coal  Trade^  in  particular,  has  obtained 
advantages  which  only  require  to  be  understood,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  that  the  benefits  extend  not 
only  to  origmal  Owners  and  Coal  Merchants,  but 
also  to  every  consumer  of  this  species  of  Fuel,  whose 
supplies  depend  on  the  importation  into  the  River 
Thames.  The  important  reform  of  the  excessive 
abuses  which  prevailed  in  this  Trade,  is  rendered 
manifest  by  a  candid  and  fair  comparison  of  the  state 
it  was  In,  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  Po- 

R  lice 
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\'.:—  >v.r-Yt.  The  prevention  of  tlic  excessive  Pillage 
in  tlie  Ccllier^.  and  the  coiiscfinfnt  abolition  of 
public  M;irkti-:,  for  the  sale  of  pluniltTed  Oials, 
and  the  rhi-i-k  jxivc.i  to  the  dailv  am!  nightly  dcprc- 
(hiiinns  wlii'-h  were  roinniitti-d  in  the  Coal  Barges, 
will  he  ln-it  ("Niilaiiiai  I'v  ilic  following  public  tes- 
tiiiKHiv  : — 

A/  a  gtr.trn!  Mfrlinj;  sf  the  Biiytrt  anil  Faetirs    of  CmIi,  in 

the   IKil   if  L-.-..d:>uhfU  ih'u    Day,  at   the  Gun  Tovtrti, 

lii:ii'<S!;:i!lc—D-.lr<i  the  ()lh  J.iiiuiiiy,  1799. 

It  was  rcwilvt-il.iliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  ttiis  Meeting,  that 

ilie  I'i'i'iJiji;  of  Ci«U.  in  the  River  Tliamcs,  his  bctn  comtder- 

abW  prtvcntcii  by  the  cxtnions  of  iht  MutIiil-  Police  OfEcc, 

whiirh  exertions,  ti  i,^  hopni,  wi!!  bccnininiiLiI  in  fiittire.     It  is 

liki«i>*  (Icicrininni,  that  a  copy  of  ihc  abtive  resolution  shall 

1  to  the  Olliec,  signed  by  iKc  Chai 
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committed  on  ouiward-bwftd  Cargoes^  have  aruen  ia 
part^  or  at  least  have  considerably  increaseclj  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  l^ng. 
cut  off  from  the  other  resources  of  pillage^  which 
they  formerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a.  degree^  and 
almost  without  check  or  cx>ntrol  ;  but  it  is  knowQ 
fix>m  recent  evidence^  that  offences  of  this  nature 
have  long  existed,  and  been  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  oi 
River  Police. 

• 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents,  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  as  a  means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
not  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  acts  of 
depredation,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  bad 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
shew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  during  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  :  and  if  that  vigilance  which 
has  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
which  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 

R  Qi  Delinquents, 
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DclinqucntF,  and  in  preventing  a  repetition  of  the 
^amo  inWliit-f,  tlic  Export  Trade  in  common  with 
the  Im[Hms.  h:is  derived  bcuetit  from  the  security 
wliicli  li:is  Ik'cii  thus  afibrdod. 

It  iiiii:>t  Ih-  ::[linittcd,  that  these  benefits  and  this 
security  tiui  only  at  present  be  considered  as  partial, 
since  the  c)!Wii\c  pan  uf  the  System  as  yet  applies 
only  til  tiuv  branch  of  Trade,  to  the  protection  of 
wliich  [he  Civil  Force  is  chiefly  directed.  This 
fiowc^iT,  admiis  of  an  easy  remedy;  namely,  an 
extension  of  the  Design  to  the  whole  Commerce  of 
tin-  I'ort.  The  propriety  of  a  treasure  so  salutary, 
even  without  ihc  various  lights  which  this  Treatise 
ihiows  u[H"tn  the  subject,  has  already  engaged  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  exertions  of  many  of  the 
ni05t  rc«iHx-tabIc  characters,  in  whom  the  Commcr- 
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ConsiJsratums  on  ih$  Nalioml  advantages  rf  the 
Marine  PoSce  InsMutian: — Tke  benefits  whkh 
wculd  arise  from  an  extension  of  tke  same  design^ 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  TVaJe  is 
cdrried  on: — Exemplified  in  the  instance  of  Uver^ 
pooly  and  the  River  Severn. — T%e  benefits  to  the 
State  demonstrated,  in  the  preservation  of  the  duties 
on  Stolen  Property;  in  the  check  given  to  iHicii 
Trade ;  and  in  the  protection  afforded  to  Naval^ 
FiciuaUngf  and  Military  Stores. — Tke  sense  enter^ 
tained  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  LmvSy  and  of  the  want  of  a  proper 
Police,  with  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. — 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  ami  embezzlement 
of  Public  Property. — Reasons  for  estijnatwg  the 
saving  to  the  Revenue  under  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  than  ^.150,000  a 
year: — The  security  it  also  affords  against  conflagra^ 
tion  by  Incendiaries. -—-Concludirig  Observatious. 


An  all  instances  where  internal  regulations  operate, 
beneficially  to   bodies  of  men   or   individuals^   an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Police  Institution 

becomes 
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becomes  extremely  prominent,  as  a  wise  measure  of 
Government,  hi:;lilv  intcrcstiiij;  wlicn-ver  Commerce 
is  carried  on,  since  it  afipcHrs  iliat  the  contagion  of 
Pillage  is  not  confined  to  the  River  Thames  alone ; 
but  lias  infected  everj'  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  more 
or  less,  ill  proportion  to  the  increase  of  opulence, 
and  the  extent  of  Coinnicrci::!  Property  in  circula- 
tion, (i/)  Nor  is  this  view  of  the  too  general  cor- 
ruption of  monils  among  Aquatic  Liibourcrs,  carried 
even  to  the  extent  which  truth  and  a  knowledge  of 
facts  fully  warrant. 

Evil  examples  arc  of  rapid  growth  ;  and  where  tio 
pruning  Iiand  exists,  they  spirdily  extend  their 
poison  far  and  wide.  It  apjicars,  in  fact,  that  the 
immense  Properly  which  floitts  uiwn  navigablcRivcrs 
and  Canals  in  all  cjtiartcrs,  is  become  subject  lo  Waste 
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evincing  that  the  science  of  Police  as  it  has  been 
apjjlied  to  the  River  Thames,  has  become  a  great 

National 

*'  called  Trow9,  are  all  open.  The  Goods  are  protected  from 
**  damage  by  tarpaulins  only.  They  will  carry  1 20  Tons  or  more, 
**  and  are  navigated  by  seven  or  eight  men,  but  never  proceed 
"  higher  up  the  River  than  from  Bristol  to  Glouceiter.  After- 
*•  wards,, the  Cargo  is  put  into  Barges,  and  the  Crew  distrihateil 
**  amongst  them  ;  and  these  with  oa*asional  assistance  bring  their 
**  Cargo  home.  On  the  downward  voyage,  tho  Cooils  arc  put  on 
**  board  of  from  three  to  ten  or  more  Barges,  Which  convey  them  10 
'<  Glouccbtcr  ;  a  part  of  the  men  proceed  from  thence  in  the  Trow 
**  to  Bristol  with  the  Goods,  while  the  othecB  return  home  tQ  be 
<^  ready  for  the  ensuing  springs.  It  is  during  the  transit  of  these 
<<  upward  and  downward  Cargoes  of  the  most  valuable  Mcrchan. 
**  disc,  that  the  most  daring,  systematic,  and  en-rmous  Plunder  is 
<<  carried  on,  which  would  stagger  credibility,  and  which  aifects 
*'  us  as  common  Carriers  so  seriously,  that  not  knowing  how  or  in 
"  wliat  manner  to  proceed,  we  have  made  free  to  solicit  the  favour 
**  of  your  assistance.  At  an  extravagant  ex  pern,  e  and  infinite 
**  trouble,  we  employ  people  to  weigh  the  various  pckages  of 
•*  Manufactures  of  Shefhold,  Birmingham,  and  Mynclicstcr,  on 
"  receipt  and  deliver)-,  when  it  not  unfrequcntly  turns  our,  that  a 
**  pckage  weighing  alike  at  each  phice,  shall  contain  a  i|iiMntiiy  of 
•*  Bricks  and  Stones  as  a  substitute  for  other  valuabk^s.  The 
**  common  men  receive  13s.  or  14s  a-wcek  besides  provisions, 
**  notwithstanding  not  a  Cargo  arrives  without  depredations  being 
•*  commiltcd.  There  are  four  other  concerns  of  this  sort,  cf 
**  which  ours  is  one,  whose  losbcs  arc  grievous.  It  ii  suppt^cxi 
^'  there  are  Receiving-houses  for  the  reception  of  the  articles  which 
**  are  stolen,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ntwnliam  ;  and  a  respectable 
*'  Inhabitant  of  that  place  states,  rhat  it  will  be  attended  with  no 
**  small  degree  of  danger,  to  attempt  to  detect  and  punish  them, 
"  We  are  persuaded  there  cannot  come  a  cask  of  Liquors  without 
*'  adulteration,  and  no  Gentleman  will  trust  a  pipe  of  Wine  (n 
"  their  hands.  The  Masters  of  Vessels  are  etpially  ij;norant  «s 
'*  their  Crews,  and  arc  supposed  to  league  with  them.  1  his,  adJeil 
"  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing  home  the  charge,  and  the 

«<  slight 
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Bnt  these  ara  not  the  only  benefits  which  the  State 
has  derived  from  the  efiect  of  the  Marine  Police* 
His  Majesty's  Naval^  Victoaling,  and  MilitarjF 
Stores,  have  experienced  a  security  heretofore  un« 
knowil!  Many  extensive  depredations  have  been 
prevented  merely  from  the  terror  which  the  system 
excited,  and  from  the  detefctions  which  held  forth  to 
Delinquents,  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed 
from  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  design. 

The  records  of  the  Institution  and  the  frequent 
communications  with  the  Navy  and  Victualing 
Boards,  in  consequence  of  the  pillage  and  embezzle*- 
xnents  of  Public  Stores  which  were  discovered  and 
detected,  sufficiently  prove  that  the  influence  of 
this  branch  of  Police,  crippled  as  it  has  been  for 
want  of  apposite  Laws,  (c)  was  not  confined  in  the 

benefits 

(c)  The  deficiency  of  the  Lawt  as  they  particularly  apply  to 
minor  offences  in  purloining  and  embezzling  His  Majesty's  Storesj 
have  been  so  prominent  in  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  of  Hia 
Majesty's  Navy,  by  the  recent  acquittal  of  several  Offenders,  that 
they  have  formed  the  laudable  resolution  of  applying  to  Parliament 
for  more  apposite  Legislative  Regulations,  calculated  to  reach  the 
various  cases  of  pillage  which  now  frequently  occur,  where  the 
Culprits  escape  without  any  punishment  at  all,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  Public,  inasmuch  as  crimes  of  a  peculiar  description  are 
generated  and  increased  from  the  security  experienced  by  Delin- 
quents. As  a  proof  of  the  favourable  sentiments  entertained  of 
the  Police  System  by  the  Commissioners,  and  of  their  patriotic 
intention  to  use  tvery  means  for  the  purpose  of  checking  this  exten- 
sive and  growing  evil,  the  fdlowing  Letter  has  been  addressed  by 
their  Solicitor  to  the  Author  of  this  Work,  who  is  now  anxiously 
employed  in  devising  a  plan  of  Police  adapted  to  the  prevention  of 

Frands, 
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hi-!i'-riiii  ;t  ciiii!crre  l.tu  Coumcrcia'  Property  alone; 
I'lH  tiiat  it  extcndcil  rollatcraly  to  the  protection  of 
cvcrv  '•[.•■I  irs  ul'  Govcrnincnt  Sturc:>  in  traubit  upon 
the  Kivcr  Tliiiim-s, 

Tlu-  (ficii  nt"  the  Syftem  operating  thus  btncfici- 
aiiv  ic  !!'.<■  J^raH'.  is  [irovctl  not  only  by  the  number 
of  |nr>..iis  \vl;i)  h:ivc  been  detected  and  punished,  (i/) 

I)w:r:-v:i:d\,  .nut  Jthipi  ot  War  and  Tr4n%ix>rrs,  ic 

^IN,  Sar/nlk-Slrfrt,   Mfi)    \f,    1709. 

11.1  (Jommi.  iorcri  of  the  Navy,  ha*  iiig  an  intonik>n  of  a^y- 

III,  tn  cxtctiil  4i>J  anund  the  Ljhs  fur  preventing 

nt  ar.a  Mealinj  of  HU  Maji-ily'*  Naval  .^ 

.:r  !  mi;  in  )i[i-paring  tho  intiTidt'd  Bill,  to  attend  to  the 

;m.!  ri'iommiridatiotn  cm  ilu-  *ulijtM  in  \-our  excellent 

.  PuLlii-iiiiKn,  1  ^lull  (.(insidi'c  mvtelt'  »i  obltgid  to  you, 

?  thi-  L'cji.mi-  i.iricts  u ill,   i(   101  will   at  yiiur   lci>ure 

1  fmnish  rat  with  any  hint;  upon  ihc  suhjp 
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but  still  niore-  by  the  apparent  diminution  of  the 

evil. 

Hence  it  would  seem,  that  in  whatever  relates  to 
the  permanent  establishment  of  this  System,  the 
State  is  not  less  interested  than  the  Individuals. 
The  benefits  are  mutual  with  respect  to  the  security 
of  Property  against  the  depredations  of  Delinquents,  , 
while  in  other  respects,  a  paramount  interest  is  felt 
by  the  Government  of  the  Country,  not  only  in  the 
improvement  of  the'  Revenue,  (e)  which  must 
have  increased  very  considerably,  but  also  in  the 
security  against  conflagration  arising  from  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  System,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
Laws  relating  to  Gun-Powder  and  boiling  of  Pitch, 
and  other  combustible  matter  in  Ships,  while  at 
their  Moorings  in  a  crowded  Port. 

Nor  is  it  unfair  to  presume,  although  no  direct 
proof  can  be  advanced,  that  the  Marine  Police  has 
been  of  singular  use  in  counteracting  the  traitorous 
designs  of  these  desperate  Incendiaries,  who  appear 
from  evidence,  founded  on  the  highest  authority,  to 
have  meditatcd.the  destruction  o.f  the  whole  Shipping 

in 

{t)  If  it  is  admitted,  according  to  evidence,  that  there  is  not 
one-fiftieth  part  of  the  plunder  of  West-India  Goods  which  formerly 
took  place,  it  must  follo^r  that  the  Revenue  on  the  remaining  forty, 
nine-tiftieths,  estimated  at  more  than  100,000/.  must,  on  Sugar, 
Coffee,  and  other  articles,  paying  a  high  duty,  be  equal  to  50,000/. 
a  year,  besides  what  is  gained  on  all  other  articles  of  Commerce : — an 
adyanuge  rendered  fanhcr  manifest  by  the  open  declaration  of  Smugg. 
lers, — *•  That  their  Trade  has  been  more  cut  up  hy  the  Marine  Police^ 
**  than  bj  the  ivhole  comblfted  efforts  of  the   Ret'enue  Officers*"^ 

This 
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in  the  Ri^■er  Thames  in  tbe  ynr  1708,  bjr  a  | 
conflagration.  The  cv'it  happily  has  not  taken  plioe] 
and  it  m:iy  not  be  unreasonable  to  luppOM,  thu  the 
dread  of  detection  which  the  System  exeitadf  in 
ron<tcq<irnrc  of  the  QDremitting  vigilance  of  db 
'Surveyors,  in  perambulating  the  Riverwith  an  arjtae^ 
fbrrc  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  haa  dttoMi 
these  diaholirat  designs. 

The  utility  of  a  watchful  Police  lor  the  porpaae  of 
controlitig,  hy  its  influence,  the  turbulent  and  nnniljr 
paS!Uon<i  of  such  a  multitude  of  dissolute  ehBracter% 
who  are  at  ail  times  emploj'cd  in  Shipa  and  CnA  in 
this  extensive  Commercial  Port,  is  too  endeni  to 
require  any  comment;  since  occasional  ooriapificica 
among  Seamen  and  labourers,  as  well  as  tiamnlla 
and  disorders,  may  always  be  dreaded,  where  Both  • 
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The  meam  used  to  render  the  eieperiment  of  tie  Marine 
Pidke  permanent  mid  complete* — The  existing  Laws 
Jbund  t4f  he  extremely  deficient. ^-^Greai  Attention  and 
"Grcumspection  necessary  on  that  Accouni. — A  new 
System  4if  Legislation  digested^  and  groumled  on 
•actual  Experience. --^ A  Wish  suggested  to  extend  the 
.  Benefits  of  ^he  Police  to  the  whole  Trade  of  the 
Biverj'^A  Proposition  for  raising  a  Fund  adequate 
4o  this  Ohjeetj  submitted  to  the  Trade  at  large. — A 
Sill  modelled  with  t/jjfs  particular  View  : — J/s  kad^ 
ing  Objects  explained: — To  raise  a  Fund  of  lO^OOOl. 
hy  a  small  Tonnage  Duty: — To  afford  Complete 
Protection^  by  means  of  Civil  Guards  disciplined  as  a 
regular  Body  : — To  give   extension    to   the  Legal 
Powers  and  Penalties  of  the  Act  of  the  2  Geo.  III. 
cap.  28. — The  want  of  a  centre  of  Union  among 
the  Merchants^  assigned  as  a  reason  for  the  delays 
-which  have  prevented  the  Establishment  of  a  pro^ 
per  Police. — The  utility  of  the  Bill  in  removing  the 
Barrier  fo  future  Improvements. '"^Reasons  assigned 
why  Docks  will  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  Po- 
lice  ;  and  why  Pillage  io  a  great  extent  nmst  prevail 
if  no  Establishment  exist  to  prevetit  it  .-•■^Exempli- 
fed  hi  the  Case  of  the  Dock-yards^  the  East-India 
fVa rehouses y   and  the   Docks  and  Warehouses   at 
Liverpool  z-^^Security  only  to  be  obtained  by  an  over- 
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and  that  various  new  Legislative  Regulations  were 
ir^dispensably  necessary,  to  enable  it  effectually  to 
restrain  the  multiplied  evils  which  were  discovered 
to  exist. 

This  deficiency  was,  in  some  degree,  counterba- 
lanced by  the  excessive  labour  bestowed  in  giving 
vigour  and  effect,  to  whatever  appeared  to  be  incom* 
piete  in  respect  to  Legislative  Regulations,  and  the 
caution  and  circumspection  which  was  manifested 
wherever  difficulties  occurred,  counteracted,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  imperfections  and  the  deficient 
powers  which  might  otherways  have  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  object  which  was  to  be  attained,  in 
promoting  the  ends  ef  Public  Justice. 

The  River  Police,  like  a  machine  imperfect  in  the 
construction,  required,  and  still  continues  to  require, 
that  unremitting  attention  and  dexterity  in  putting 
it  in  motion,  which  will  cease  to  be  necessary,  when 
regulated  by  Legislative  Provisions,  adapted  to  the 
precise  purposes  of  meeting  the  various  evils  with 
effect;— checking  their  progress,  and  ultimately  pre- 
venting their  noxious  operation. 

It  was  evident,  that  the  Projectors  of  this  Plan 
were  to  be  chiefly  indebted  to  practical  experience, 
not  only  for  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  defi- 
ciencies ;  but  for  those  .lights  which  were  indispens- 
ably necessary,  to  improve  and  mature  the  System, 
so  as  to  render  it  pennanently  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
mercial Body,  and  to  the  State. 

Iniprcssed 
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The  Sale  of  Coals  to  Cwisuniers  is  most  malcrijlii 
regulated  hy  the  foVovciug  Aets,  cstiil'lishin^  the  LkTiD 
Coal-Metehs"  Officks,  ill  LomloTi,  IVeslm'wster,  and 
Surry,  and  at  the  Jfliarfs  on  the  River  Thtimes,  ivithhi 
those  Distiicls  : 

By  the  Statute  7  Geo.  III.  cap.  13.  (continued  lo 
June  1st,  1812,  by  38  Geo.  III.  c.  Ivi.)  "  to  prevent 
Frauds  and  Abuses  in  the  Aiiineasurement  of  Coals, 
sold  by  Wharf- measure,  within  the  City  of  Lotidon, 
and  ihe  Liberties  thereof;  and  between  T(m:er-D'jck 
and  Linie-hoiise  Hole  in  the  Couniy  of  Middlesex," 
it  is  enacted,  That  a  Public  Office  6h;ill  be  erected 
and  continued  within  the  City,  in  or  near  Thames- 
street,  to  be  called.  The  JmiuI  Coal-Meters'  OJfiee,  for 
the  City  of  London,  &cc.  to  be  kept  open  every  dav 
(Sundays  excepted)  from  five  in  the  morning  till  nine 
in  the  evening,  in  the  summer  hall-year  ;  and  from 
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six  in  the  morning  till  six  in  the  evening,  in  the 
winter. 

The  first  Manager  of  the  Office  is  named  in  the 
Act ;  and  at  his  decease,  the  appointment  of  that 
Office  is  vested  in  the  Court  of  Common  Council. 

The  said  Manager  and  the  principal  Coal -Meters, 
and  their  Deputies  and  Servants,  are  declared  to  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen ;  to  be  dismissed  or  suspended  by  that 
Court,  on  complaint  or  proof  of  any  Fraud,  Neglect, 
or  Misbehaviour,  to  be  heard  and  determined  by  the 
Court  in  a  summary  way. 

The  Penalties,  &c.  under  this  Act,  above  5/.  are 
recoverable  only  in  the  Courts  at  Westminster.  All 
others  by  complaint  to  any  one  Justice  for  London 
or  Middlesex  ;  with  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Ses- 
sions :  But  it  is  observable,  that  a  Justice  has  power 
to  co7ivict^  in  certain  instances,  where  a  Penalty  of 
lO/.  is  incurred. 

This  Statute  7  Geo.  III.  cap.  23.  is  further  ex- 
plained and  amended  by  cap.  83  of  the  Session, 
26  Geo.  III.  By  cap.  14  of  the  same  Session,  a 
like  Office  was  established  for  twenty-one  years,  for 
the  several  Parishes  lying  between  Putney  and  Ro^ 
therhuhey  both  inclusive  ;  to  be  provided  and  con- 
tinued near  Blackfriars  Bridge,  with  five  subordinate 
Offices,  at  Putney y  JVatuisworthy  Baiten'ea  and  Jdnn* 
teth  ;  and  in  Tooley- Street. 

Two  Managers  are  appointed  by  this  Act  and  sub^ 
jected  (with  the  principal  Land  Coal-Meters,  and 

their 
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ther  stationary  on  the  Quay8>  or  in  transit  upoti  the 
River. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
extension  to  the  legal  Powers  and  Penalties  caa^ 
tained  in  the  Aet  of  2  Geo.  IIL  cap.  28.  (already  ex^ 
plained)  on  the  one  hand  ;  while  on  the  other  it  pto^ 
vidc%  a  competent  Force^  adequate  in  point  of  Num- 
bers, as  well  as  Funds^  to  accomplish  the  Preventive 
System  which  is  in  contemplation. 

In  the  framing  of  this  important  Bi\],(f)  upon 
which  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  whether 
in  Docks  or  in  the  Rher,  will,  in  so  great  a  degree 
depend,  nothing  can  exceed  the  anxiety  and  care 
which  have  been  manifesitd  iti  guartiing Iftnocence  from 
Oppression^  and  of  divesting  Power  of  the  Faculty  of 
Abuse. 

It  extends  to  every  object  calculated  to  form  a 
complete  System  di  Prevention  at  the  least  possible 
expence,  and  f idly  provides  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London. 

The  utmost  attention  has  been  bestowed  in  anti- 
cipating and  obviating  every  possible  objection  which 
could  be  urged  in  opposition  to  ever}'  single  Clause  ; 
and  it  is  presumed  the  Bill  may  be  said,  with  justice, 
to  have  originated  in  the  purest  spirit  of  Patriotism^ 
Und  the  most  disinterested  desire  to  do  good,  since 
the  Promoter  of  the  wlxde  of  the  Design,  does  not 
contemplate  any  personal  advafrtage,  from  its  pass^ 
ing  into  a   law,    and  has  received   no  reward  but 

[/)  For  an  Abstract  of  the  Bill,  see  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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almost  all  the  evils  which  have  been  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Work. 

To  this  cause  perhaps^  is  also  to  be  ascribed,  the 
delays  which  have  occurred  in  obtaining  Docks,  and 
innunncrable  obstructions  to  the  improvements  of  the 
Port,  and  the  general  benefit  of  its  Commerce  and 
Revenue. 

The  Bill  in  question  among  many  other  great  and 
incalculable  advantages  wilI,without  exciting  a  particle 
of  jealousy  by  conferring  power,  remove  this  Barrier 
to  useful  improvements.  The  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London,  from  being  heretofore  attended  to  by  no- 
body, will  have  efficient  Guardians,  with  power  only 
to  do  good,  and  without  the  faculty  of  doing  evil. 
Such  an  Institution  cannot  therefore,  be  too  highly 
appreciated  ;  but  perhaps  it  will  remain  for  Pos- 
terity to  discover  the  true  extent  and  value  of  the 
benefits  which   it  will  confer. 

It  has  been  argued  speciously,  that  Docks  will  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  a  Police;  but  reasons  equally 
conclusive  may  be  offered  v/hy  those  Establishments 
will  incsease  that  necessity.. 

Men  inured  to  a  course  of  Crimes,  are  not  to  be 
made  honest  by  increasing  the  conveniences  for 
shipping  and  discharging  Cargoes,  whatever  these 
accommodations  may  be. 

The  more  closely  they  are  connected,  and  the 
smaller  the  iounds  in  which  a  multitude  of  labour- 
ing People  are  collected,  the  greater  is  the  danger. 
It  is  impossible  to  lade  or  deliver  Cargoes,  or  to 

stow 
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bcr  of  Labourers,  from  a  to  3000,  many  of  them  in 
the  habit  of  committing  crimes,  must  necessarily  be 
admitted  constantly  into  them.  In  what  manner  is  this 
multitude  of  depraved  characters,  to  bo  prevented 
from  committing  Excesses  ?  The  Functions  of  the 
Dockmastcr  have  no  relation  to  this  object,  nor  would 
any  arrangement  he  could  make  for  preventing  dis- 
orders avail.     Unskilled  in  the  mode  of  Detection, 
and  incapable,  from  other  business— from  ignorance 
of  the  Law,  or  from  timidity  Tit  the  view  of  audacious 
Rapacity  and  Opposition,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  act  so  as  to  overawe  Offenders,  or  to  keep 
them  within  bounds.     Wherever  multitudes  of  de- 
praved characters  are  collected  in  one  s^oi^  Danger  is 
ifumediately  and  at  all  times  to  be  apfrehcmUd.     The 
class  of  aquatic  Labourers  on  the  Thames  ditFcr  from 
all  others,  inasmuch  as  their  attention  is  constantly 
directed  towards  Plunder,  and  the  means  of  procur- 
ing and  concealing  it.   They  are  in  this  view  placing 
themselves    constantly  in    direct  opposition   to  the 
intentions  of  their  Employers,  who  arc  jx^rhaps,  at 
the  moment  unconscious  of  what  is  going  forward. 
Being  all  equally  desiroas  of  obtaining  Plunder,  they 
ate  of  course  disposed,  if  resistance  is  necessary,  to 
support  one  another.     Wherever  masses  of  Property 
are  collected  together,  Crimes  will  increase,  and  La- 
bourers will  commit  acts  of  Pillage.     It  is  found  to 
be  the  case  in  his  Majesty's  Dock-yards>  where  the 
Labourers  arc  much  more  select  than  they  can  possi-r 
bly  be  in  Commercial  Docks.     It  is  even  known  to 

exist 
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these  guards  inust  be  trained  to  this  partioular  duty, 
and  kept  pure  by  checks^  to  be  established  under  the 
control  of  a  vigilant  magistracy.  If  not — they  will 
be  of  little  use. 

It  is  the  dread  of  the  existing  power  of  immediate 
detection,  and  the  certainty  of  punishment  as  the 
consequence  of  this  detection,  that  restrains  men  of 
loose  morals  from  the  commission  of  offences.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  how  inadequate  common  Watch- 
men arc  to  excite  such  impressions,  and  how  power- 
fully they  have  operated  in  cases  where  Officers  of 
Police  stood  in  the  same  situation.(f )  This  truth 
cannot  be  too'forcibly,'or  too  frequently  impressed 
upon  the  mind,  wherever  arrangements  are  to  be 

(^)  The  Marine  Police,  as  recently  exemplified,  may  be  consider. 
ed  as  quite  a  new  Science,  not  yet  perfectly  understood.  It  ope- 
rates as  a  restraint  of  the  most  p)0werful  kind  upon  classes  of  de- 
linquents, who  would  be  restrained  by  no  other  means.  To  the  System 
of  vigilance  which  has  overawed  the  Criminal  actions  of  Labourers 
upon  the  River,  joined  to  the  imminent  danger  of  detection,  is  to 
be  attributed  the  general  success  of  the  design.  Wherever  this 
fpecies  of  Police  attaches,  good  order  and  security  wDl  prevail  even 
among  the  most  depraved  and  ferocious  in  civil  society.  Where  it 
docs  not,  confussion,  irregularity  and  crimes  must  be  expected. 
Wherever  great  bodies  of  aquatic  labourers  are  collected  together, 
the  risque  of  danger  from  turbulent  behaviour,  will  be  greater,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  depraved  characters  who  are  collected 
together  in  one  spot ;  and  hence  it  follows,  that  mischief  may  be 
more  easily  hatched  in  Docks  than  on  the  River.  A  Police  only 
can  counteract  this ;  and  to  the  same  preventive  system  will  the 
Commerce  of  the  Port  be  indebted  for  securing  both  the  Docks  and 
the  Pool  from  conflagration.  In  fine,  under  every  circumstance 
where  property  is  exposed,  a  preventive  Police  must  be  resorted  to  in 
crder  to  be  secure. 

formed. 
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A  genenJ  Pcdtco  therefore^  aided  by  an  improved 
l/Cgislative  Sjrstetn^  such  as  has  been  already  ex- 
plained, will  be  found  indispensably  necessary  under 
all  circumstances^  even  if  all  the  Docks  which  have 
been  in  contemplation  were  carried  into  execution* 
It  is  by  such  means  only  that  disorders  are  to  be  re- 
pressed, good  order  maintained,  and  conflagrations 
prevented. 

Detachments  of  Police  Guards,  can  be  furnished 
at  a  less  expence  to  protect  Merchandise  locally 
situated,  than  the  same  service  can  be  performed  in 
any  other  way  ;  with  this  great  additional  advantage, 
that  while  these  Guards  secure  the  Property  of  In- 
dividuals, and  the  Revenue  of  the  State  from  waste 
and  spoliation,  they  repress  and  prevent  tiimults  and 
maintain  good  order. 

A  general  System  of  Police  therefore,  applicable 
to  every  part  of  the  River,  and  to  every  Dock  and 
Landing* place>  would  seem  to  be  indispensably  r>e- 
cessary ;  while,  on  the  score  of  expence,  it  would  be 
found  infinitely  more  OBConomicai  than  any  other 
inode  that  could  be  adopted  ;  and  when  the  pro{>osed 
actual  burden  upon  the  Trade  and  Shipping  is 
known  to  be  limited  to  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a 
yiUTy  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  extended,  althotigh 
it  may  be  reduced  to  any  sum ;  and  when  it  is 
also  considered  that  the  whole  is  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Commercial  Commissknert  tJnsm  hy  ihe  Trade 
ipp  largey  to  the  expence  of  the  River  Guards^ 
without  any  appropriation  for  remunerating  Magis- 
trates 
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London  Bridge  and  BLtckwail,  beat  or  melt,  or 
permit  to  be  heated  or  nielteU  on  board  such  Ship, 
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at  large  shall  deem  fit^  before  the  Bill  passes  into  a 
law,)  the  judguieut  exercised  has  been  without  bias, 
and  with  an  iinu.ediate  view  to  the  relative  interests 
of  all  who  are  to  contribute  to  this  fund^  which  is 
explained  in  the  following 

PROPOSAL, 

For  raistn^^  a  fund  appU cable  to   Police  purpofes^  calculated  on  tfu  Im^ 

portation  and  Exportation  of  the  Port  of  London^  for  the  year  ending 

January  5,  1798,   according  to  the  value  of  the  Goods  imparted  and 

exported^  and  to  thf  advantages  each  branch  of  Trade  is  supposed  to 

del iVf'  from  the.  protection  afforded. 


I 

specification  of  ditPcrcntj   Value  oi 
Trades.  j   Ini}H)rts. 


East   Indies !  r',:^.j4,ooc 

West  Indies |  ;j,ii8,cx>l 

Brit.  American  Cf^lwnicsi  ? 9 1,00c 

Africa  and  the  Cape   .   .•  82,00c 

Southern  Fislicry    .    .    J  2^o,eoc 

Ca*cnland  Fishery     ,    .!  64,00c 

United  States  of  America.;  1,51 7,00c 

Mediterranean  &  Turkey  390,000 

Spain 7r6,Doo 

Portugal 414,00c 

France 1 6,00c 

Austrian  Flanders  .  .   J  21,000 

Holland '•  67^,000 

Germany 2,6^8,000 

Prussia 221,00c 

Poland 207,00c 

Sweden 1 55,000 

Denmark  and  Norway   .  9^,000 

Russia i.ijhq.coc 

Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c.  .  219,00: 

Ireland i,879,goc 

Coasting  Trade   ....  4,100,000 

Coal  Trade I  i,-co,oco 


i  3^»9^3'^^^ 


Value  of 
Exports. 

/:. 

■^,958,000 

?,S95,ooc 

1,347,000 

449,000 

[S4J 


3,899,000 
1 19,000 
I"  1,000 
4,?  9,00c 
860,00-1 

1 1  o,OCC 

1,538,00c 
8,014,00c 

21  1,00c 

3S,ooc 
169,000 
711,00c 

4^2,000 

83,00c 

660,000 

2,500,COC 

10, DC." 


Total  valuci 

of  iniports'No.  of 

and  ex|)orts|  Ships. 


£■ 

10,502,000 

1 1,0  n  ,000 

1,638,000 

531,00.:) 

250,000 

64,000 

5,416,000 

509,000 

947,000 

853,000 

876,000 

139,000 

2,2  11,000 

I0,6*'2,000 

432,000 
242, OCO 
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806, ceo: 

2,017,000 

302,000'. 

2,539,000^ 

6/00,000 

1,-10,000, 
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6,sCol 
3«^76i 


9/^",^,or:'*iC',-iii,o>D  13,  i  l]"1,--i).  :2  jj 


Tofd 

a 

Toiui^ge 

Toni. 

CI 

Dues. 

d. 

C 

41,466 

b 

103  d 

101,484 

6 

^537 

13,986 
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•  vi 

27.<)70 
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159 
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2 
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14,252 

1 

178 
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44 

33,824    2 
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fhe  Dcx:k  Walls,  and  such  Fires,  or  lighif t!  C^irdlw, 
61*  Lftfiips,  iis  shall  be  necessary  to  be  udeJ  tn  thip 
Biaking,  BmMing,  Finishing:,  Repairing,  AltcrW^ 
or  Improving  of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  OuHVR? 
Wharfs,  Warehouses,  and  other  Works,  or  any  of 
them,)  under  forfeiture  for  every  Offence,  not  ex- 
ceeding lO/.  nor  less  than  5/.  §  103. 

V.  PenaUies  inairrahle  under  the  Wkt-Dock 
39  Ceo,  IJI.  cap.  Ixix.  ml  kilherh  mtiftti. 

These,  may  be  classed  ander  tbe  (bllowmg  hi 

for  the  more  ea'^v  reference  to  thenn. 

FiitsT.  The  JMooring:  of  ^'esscIs;  p;i\Ing  Duties, 
?cc.  and  the  I'oucrs  of  the  H a ibour- Masters  and 
Dock -Masters. 

Secondly.  The  in)])cding  the  Navigation  of  the 
Canal,  Docks,  he. 

TiiinDLY.  Injuries  to  the  Duck,  Works,  Build- 
ings, &c.  by  malice  or  carelessness. 

FinsT.  After  the  Canal,  Docks,  &c.  shall  be  so 
far  completed  as  to  admit  Ships,  no  Vessel  shall  lie 
at  cither  of  the  Mooring  Tiers  in  the  River  Thames, 
immediately  above  or  below  the  entrances  into  the 
Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  but  those  only 
which  arc  iiacnded  to  go  into,  or  within  twelve 
hours  shall  have  come  out  of  the  said  Canal;  and 
every  Master,  Pilot,  and  Person,  having  the  charge 
of  any  Vessel  lying  at  the  said  Tiers,  shall  remove 
iherefrom 
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shipper  or  impofter  according  to  the  Tons  of  Goods, 
which  may  either  be  exported  or  landed  according  to 
the  rate  specified  in  the  Table^  deducting  thcrefnnn 
one-sixth  part  which  falls  upon  the  Ship.-«-WhUe 
much  consideration  has  been  bestowed  in  framing  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  relate  to  this  object^  with  a 
view  to  prevent  trouble  ;  nothing  can  exceed  in  point 
of  anxiety,  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  guard 
both  the  shippers  and  importers  against  frauds  in 
proportioning  the  charge,  so  that  no  greater  expence 
than  the  hha  fidt  Tonnage  shall  fall  upon  the  Mcr* 
chants,  which  will  be  found  in  its  innumerable  sub^ 
divisions,  to  be  a  very  trifling  burden  to  the  various 
classes  of  Importers  and  Exporters,  who  arc  to  benefit 
so  essentially  by  the  very  useful  application  of  this 
inconsiderable  sum  of  money. 

Were  its  benefits  to  extend  no  farther  than  to 
restrain  and  keep  within  bounds,  the  evil  habits  and 
unprincipled  dispositions  of  nautical  labourers^  and 
to  guard  the  Shipping  and  the  Port  against  accidents 
by  fire  or  by  tempestuous  weather  in  the  night,  it 
would,  to  attain  such  objects,  become  a  cheap  pur- 
chase ;  but  when  it  has  been  seen  in  this,  and  the 
prece<Ung  Chapters,  that  it  is  intended  and  ex- 
pected, to  compass  the  great  object  of  renovating  the 
relaxed  morals  of  the  lower  classes  who  labour  on  tl>e 
Kiver,  and  to  secure  the  vast  floating  Property  from 
pillage  and  depredation  ;  candour  must  admit,  that 
even  ten  times  the  proposed  sum  would  ool  be  too 

high 
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estimated.  The  good  effects  which  it  will  produce, 
will  developc  themselves  every  year  in  the  removal 
of  evils  and  pressures,  in  a  manner  hitherto  conceived 
]m[)racticable,  because  the  labour  of  previous  inves* 
tigation  was  Herculean,  and  such  as  was  not  likely 
to  be  undertaken. 

The  ground,  however,  has  been  at  length  cleared. 
The  evils  have  been  brought  within  a  focus  capable 
of  being  contemplated,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
detail.  Their  extent  and  magnitude  have  been  finally 
understood,  and  such  remedies  have  been  suggested, 
as,  when  fairly  applied,  will  unquestionably  be  suc- 
cessful, if  the  System  of  Legislation  which  has  been 
proposed  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
An  explanation  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  salutary  measure,  together  with  a  summary 
view  of  the  proposed  Bill,  will  form  the  subject  of 
t  he  succeeding  Chapter. 
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that  siicb  Ship  is  unfit  far  senicc,  or  U  pot  inteoded 
to  be  htten  or  fittqd  out  for  tbc  fVtsi-huiitt,  as  ibe 
case  may  be,  or  on  iailure  therein,  shall  forfcii  not 
exceeding  '20/.  Any  Master,  Owner,  or  Person, 
having  t!ic  charge  of  any  Vessel,  who  Bball  rcfittc 
pr  nvgleci  to  rctnovc  tlie  same,  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  notice  in  writing,  shall  forfeit  not  exceed- 
ing JG/.  nor  less  than  3/.  and  the  Oock-Masten  or 
their  Assjsianis,  may  rpnwve  such  Vessel  out  of  the 
Pocks,  Etc.  and  moor  the  same  in  such  part  of  the 
iiiver  Thames,  within  low-water-mark,  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  Hacbour-iNlaster,  or  io  any  ol^Mr^' 
the  Suid  Docks  and  Ba^oii*;  :  And  n]io!i  demand  of 
payment  by  such  Dock- Masters,  from  the  Owner, 
Master,  or  Agent,  of  any  such  Vessel,  of  the 
charges  of  Removing  and  Mooring  the  same,  (such 
charges  being  first  iillowcd  by  the  Directors,)  and 
upon  neglect  or  refusal  of  pajiiient  of  such  Charges, 
mmediaSily  the  same  shall  be  recoverable  by  Distresi 
and  Sale  of  the  Ship,  her  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Fur- 
niture, or  any  part  thereof.  §  lOl. 

Secondly.   As  to   tmp€dh:g   the  Navigation   of  th: 

Canul,  isc. 

Before  any  Vessel  shall  enter  or  pass  into  the  said 
Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  she  shall  have  her 
Sails  lowered,  so  that  she  may  not  eiucr  into,  or 
Kavlgate  in  any  of  the  aiid  Works  under  Sail; 
under   penalty  on   the  Master,  Commander,  Pilot, 
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^LTPiouGH  it  must  be  evident  from  what  has  been 
already  stated,  that  the  completion  of  the  System  of 
Police  for  the  River  Thames,  by  placing  it  on 
the  firm  basis  of  LegisJafhe  Authority^  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port,  yet  it  may  be  of  importance,  with  a  view  to 
the  further  elucidation  of  this  branch  of  the  Subject, 
to  give  the  foUowing  summary  detail  and  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  these  advantages,  as  resulting 
from  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  with  respect  to 
the  River  Police ;  and  from  '  the  measures  and 
arrangmcnts  which  will  be  grounded  on  the  Legisla- 
tive and  pecuniary  energy,  which  will  thus  be  created 
and  rciuiered  effective. 

The  leading  objects  of  the  Thames  Police  Bill, 
%vhich  have  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Government  by  the  General  Committee  of  Mer- 
chants, are  these  following  :— 

I.  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo,  III. 
Cap.  53.  (commonly  called  the  Police  Act,)  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  Special  Justices,  to  sit  at  a  Public 
Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  New-Stairs,  and  to  conduct 
and  superintend  the  System  of  the  Thames  Police  \  with 
power  to  the  Judicial  Clerks  to  receive  the  established  legal 
Fees,  and  to  pay  the  same,  together  with  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, into  the  hands  of  a  General  Receiver^  towards  a 
Fund  for  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  general  Sjstemr-* 
called  ike  Office  Fund, 

T  a  II. 
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CHAP.      IX. 


A  Str.unujrK  Exphi:.!tion  of  th--  nJvanlJgis  ukuh  v:iH 
':'i,".'' /••■■'.'  ..■■:  :>nfrt,vfii  Syf.'i-in  of  Lf^islation  for 
;.»>  lUvrr  'I'humn. — A  Genrr,il  /'ir.v  rf  the varhta 
^■-■uets  ti'ui  froz-ishns  of  thf  prcpoitd  Bill,  undir 
j'Ti  ( \ve  thjfir€fit  h-adsy  with  expluiuforji  mUs. — The 
aiiriin><iges  of  the  System  {iiken  aided  by  pecumary 
/'•■'I'^v)  exphiined,  in  counteracting  the  designs  of 
f.-i!  disposed  persons,  and  frfveni'mg  Depredations 
^.tt  ihelin'sr,  i^iuiys,  ffiirchouses,  ^c. — l^ke  security 
tiiuf  'A'liiined  will  restdl  frum  the  Design  having  its 
/'■j.u/idaficn  in  an  improved  Legislative  System  of 
Poiue  (J-Jionomy,  having  Magistrates   armed  veilh 
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Although  it  must  be  evident  from  what  has  been 
already  stated,  that  the  completion  of  the  System  of 
Police  for  the  River  Thames,  by  placing  it  on 
the  firm  basis  of  Legislative  Authority^  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port,  yet  it  may  be  of  importance,  with  a  view  to 
the  further  elucidation  of  this  branch  of  the  Subject, 
to  give  the  fbUowing  summary  detail  and  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  these  advantages,  as  resulting 
from  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  with  respect  to 
the  River  Police ;  and  from  '  the  ^measures  and 
arrangmcnts  which  will  be  grounded  on  the  Legisla- 
tive and  pecuniary  energy,  which  will  thus  be  created 
and  rciuiered  effective. 

The  leading  objects  of  the  Thames  Policb  Bill, 
which  have  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Government  by  the  General  Committee  of  Mer- 
chants, aie  these  following  :— 

I.  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo.  III. 
Cap.  53.  (commonly  called  the  Police  Act,)  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  Special  Justices,  to  sit  at  a  Public 
Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  New-Stairs,  and  to  conduct 
and  superintend  the  System  of  the  Thames  Police  \  with 
power  to  the  Jtidicial  Clerks  to  receive  the  established  legal 
Fees,  and  to  pay  the  same,  together  with  penalties  and  for- 
fcituresi  into  the  hands  of  a  General  Receiver,  towards  a 
Fund  for  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  general  Sjstemr-* 
called  the  Offce  Fund. 

T  a  II. 
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but  with  power  to  the  King  in  Council  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  Treasury  Board,  or  the 
Board  of  Customs,  to  annul  such  regulations. 

IV.  To  give  power,  to  the  Thames-Police  Commission- 
ers,  and  the  Special  Justices,  to  grant  an  annual  Licence  at 
their  discretion,  as  in  the  case  of  AIc-h0n5.es,  to  Master 
Lumpers,  without  which  they  cannot  exercise  their  profes- 
sion as  Contractors^  for  Lading  or  Discharging  Vessels  in 
the  River  Thames :  {/)  Licence  duty  to  be  j^.  10  a  year,  and 
to  make  a  part  of  the  Office  Fund. 

V.To 

(/)  The  proposed  measure  of  allowing  no  person  to  lade  ordis. 
charge  Vessels,  who  has  not  been  previoasly  licensed  and  approved 
by  the  Commissioners  and  Magistrates,  is  a  most  useful  regulation^ 
whkh  cannot  fail  to  operate  powerfully  in  reforming  the  criminal 
habits,  both  of  the  Master  Lumpers  and  the  men  they  employ. 
This  important  trust  will  be  committed  only  to  men  of  approved 
characters,  who  wijl  feel  a  certain  responsibility  ;  and  the  fear  of 
losing  their  Licence  in  consequence  of  complaints,  on  account  of 
inattention  or  neglect,  will  render  them  infinitely  more  alert, 
cautious,  and  attentive,  than  they  have  heretofore  been.  Under 
this  regulation  the  best  men  will  be  selected,  who  will  subject 
themselves  to  certain  rules  beneficial  to  the  Trade,  and  to  thi 
security  of  Ships*  Stores  and  Cargoes  against  Plunder. — When  th6 
War  tfi  over,  it  will  be  a  suitable  provision  for  Masters,  Mates, 
and  other  Officers,  who  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of  their 
Country.— At  present  there  arc  about 

120  Master  Lumpers  in  the  West-India  and  other  Tradest 
10  do.  in  the  East.  India  Trade. 

J  do.  in  the  Kasi-Country  Trade 

15  called  Undertakers,  in  the  Coid  Trade,       *  , 

Total   •162 


Of  these,  some  are  very  exceptionable  characters,  and  not  a  few 
of  them  arc  Publicans,  who  have  little  or  no  know  kvtgc  tjiem* 

SCl  V  1-3 
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V.  TT^mFOwcr  Tliamc -i-Prilii-c  JirtVcs  to  require  Working 
I,iiTi;itis  10  ley.iiT  iheir  nainw  at  tiic  Public  Office,  before 
•hi  V  iJA  hs  ■-:&iin:tJ  tn  work  imdcr  Mjster  Lumpers,  in 
Ij.diiig  or  di'charr|;rrg  >hip»  in  tlic  Ri\xr  Thanici.  The  Fee 
of  !'^  jjiitcr  1.1  b'.-  limiisd  to  td.  each,  and  no  more ;  ant!  a 
FUj.i!!  IV'uliy  10  be  imposed  on  those  who  work  uirhoiit 
hai  inj;  f;rst  prnr.ircd  a  Ctnifi.'jic.  ■'»«)  I'ower  also,  to  rrijuire 
theN-irrt;-.  j:..H  f  lacci  of  Ahmk 'if  Lumpen,  C:^tri,  ff'aifr. 
men,  and  Ij-'- :,i):m,  ^w^w-yA  in  Ships  uiuicr discharge. 
Ti'Statii'!!  Sliip  O-n'UMts  on  ccn.iin  Tcnn;;,  al  the  in- 
Sfarh^i'i  frhc  U.', mrs  it  Ci':i^:j;ner',  tijr  the  Protection  of  the 
Cjy".— 1')  i'  t;i'iiT  ihe  Contra.ts  uiatie  iviti)  Master  Liini- 
pcrs  J- 1  U'ijiii!i;ji  I,ii;iiiHT5,  tur  iJit  pnrposc  of  asccruinint; 
the  ciiMlii^Lii-i  <il  iht  Lif,agciiicnis,  and  thereby  pKvaUiiig 
DispiitcF.  — To  appoint  any  fit  pirron  leconiineiKled  by  t 
Ship's  Hn>br.rd,  lo  be  a  Sliip's  Conmblc.— And  those  only 
to  bitha.-<:i(i  fcr,  who  arc  tworr.  C'fTicci^. 


BIVEB  POLICE.  279 

pcrsi  Coopers,  &c.«<-To  search  Li^eis  navigatiog  at  un- 
seasonable hours,  and  under  suspicious  circumstances* 

VII.  A  Power  to  Thames-Police  Constables  (similar  to  what 
is  given  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  &c.)  of  Seizure  and  ^rrest  on 
view,  in  respect  of  Goods  clandestinely  taken  froca  Ships, 
Boats,  Landing-places,  and  Warel&ouses. 

VIII.  Ship-masters  to  keep  fastened  up  all  the  avenues  to  the 
Hold  of  the  Ship  but  one,  and  that  too  when  Goods  art ,  not 
discharging : — Power  to  search  Working  Lumfiers. 

IX.  Master  Lumpers  bound  under  a  Penalty  to  search  Work- 
ing Lumpers,  besides  being  responsible  tot  specific  losses* 

X.  Powers  which  ouiy  be  exercised  by  the  L<Hd  Mayor  nntt 
Aldermen  of  London  ;  the  Special  Justices  of  the  Thimes 

Police ;  and  all  other  Justices  having  jurisdiction  whertf  l!he 
Offences  may  be  committed,  being  within  the  limits  df  the 
River  Thames,  and  the  Cities  and  Counties  adjacent  theieto. 

^Namely : — 

To  inflict  slight  Penalties  by  summary  Procedure  on  circnin- 
stantbl  Evidence,  aided  by  the  ExamiDatlon  of  the  Delin^ent, 
(as  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  and  sl||tn.metal  act  where,  on 
regular  Proof,  it  would  be  Felony  ;)*and  to  attach  upon  the 
Practice  of  Depredationj  in  such  suget  of  itt  progress  as  arc  jqe^ 
vious,  or  subsequent  to  the  Felonious  Act :— To  grant  Wacniits 
to  search,  on  Oath  of  Suspicion^  at  supposed  Receiven»  and<in 
Default  of  regular  Proof,  the  Offence  punishable  as  a  Mssde« 
meanor: — To  trace  suspected  Goods  through  any  number  of 
Hands : — The  Penal  Oflfences  cognizable  in  a  summary  u'ay  ^are 
these  following—  .,j 

I  St,  Lumpers  convicted  of  quitting  Work  unlawfully  ma/  be 
punished  as  other  Labourers  under  the  Act  6  Geo.  IIL  cap.  25* 

2d.  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  register  their  Names*  .v% 

3d.  Matter  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  search  Working 
Lumpers. 

4th.  Labourers 
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•-«-Misdemeanor9  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  vrhich  are  traiisr 
portable  OfFences  for  Fourteen  Years*  to  be  deenied  Felonies^ 
that  the  Procedure  may  be  prompt  as  in  Felonies,  instead  qf 
dilatory  as  in  Misdemeanors. 

XII.  The  Privileges  of  tl)e  City  of  London,  secured  by  spc* 
cific  Clauses. 

The  advantage,  resulting  from  a  System  of  Legis^ 
lation,  so  pecuKarly  adapted  to  the  great  object  of  re- 
novating the  morals  of  the  Labouring  Classes  on 
the  River  Thames,  aided  by  pecuniary  energy,  and 
by  powers  calculated,  more  to  counteract  the  Designs 
of  evil-disposed  persons  by  embarrassing  them  at  all 
points,  than  to  punish,  may  be  anticipated  ;  and  its 
effect  will  be  the  prevention  of  Depredations,  not 
only  on  the  River,  Quays,  and  Warehouses,  but  in 
all  situations  where  they  were  formerly  committed. 

Upon  this  basis  will  of  course  be  erected  an  im- 
proved System  of  Police  GEconomy,  in  which  will  be 
combined  every  thing  that  can  tend  to  give  utility 
and  effect  to  the  Design. 

In  the  Judicial  Department,  the  best  possible  ar- 
rangements will  of  course  be  made,  that  Public  Jus- 
tice may  be  administered  without  interruption,  and 
as  heretofore,  with  purity,  caution  and  regularity. 

The  Magistrates  thus  assisted  by  apposite  Powers, 
will  not  only  feel  confident  in  the  execution  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them,  but  will  experience  an  addi- 
tional degree  of  satisfaction,  in  prosecuting  the  la- 
bours which  their  duty  imposes. 

Placed 
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an  eminent  degfec,  to  the  general  benefits  which  CAn- 
not  fail  to  result  from  the  combined  efforts  of  fuen  of 
enlightened  nnnds^  having  no  object  in  view  but  the 
Public  good.  Under  this  Patriotic  Influence,  the 
Powers  granted  them  to  nuike  Ordinances  and  B^ 
laws  must  be  employed  for  the  most  useful  par-> 
poses. 

In  the  complete  Formation  therefore,  of  this  impor- 
tant Design,  may  be  reasonably  expected  every  be- 
nefit to  the  Individual  and  the  Public,  which  can  re* 
suit  from  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  the 
preservation  of  his  Majesty's  Stores,  the  increase 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  the  general  im- 
provement in  the  morals  of  a  vast  Body  of  People: 
returning  at  least  fifty  fold,  on  the  pecuniary  sacrifice 
which  is  proposed : — while  an  important  example  is 
thus  held  out  to  every  other  great  Commercial  Port 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  to  his  Majesty's  Dock- 
yards and  other  Repositories,  exhibiting  and  demon- 
strating, by  what  means  the  same  benefits  may  be 
extended  generally,  wherever  Depredations,  Embez- 
zlements, or  Frauds,  have  been  found  to  prevail. 

These  elucidations  of  a  most  important  subject, 
it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  will  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

The  Fabric  being  thus  raised,  and  all  difficulties 
removed,  which  depended  on  Labour,  Investigation^ 
and  Legislative  Arrangements,  it  remains  now  for 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  and  the  Commercial  Body  to 
lay  the  Key-stone  of  the  Design. 

In 
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In  accomplishing  this  object,  they  will  have  the 
triumph  and  satisfaction  of  having  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  dcj^rcc,  to  the  Improvement  of  Morals,  and 
the  Prevention  o{  Crimes,  and  they  will  deserve 
the  Thanks  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Gratitude  of 
Posterity. 
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CHAP.    X. 

General  Staieyfietit  of  the  "Jarious  Auth^ritieSy  entitled 
to  exercise  Jurisiiictioti  on  or  near  the  River  Thames. 
— ist.  The  King.'»^2d.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  Cor^ 
f  oration  of  London,  as  Conservators  of  the  River, 
&c. — 3d.  The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house. — 
Aih.  The  JVest- India  Dock  Company. — bth.  The 
Boards  of  Custom  and  Excise. — 6th.  The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  as  Magistrates ,  arid  the  other 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  several  Counties  and. 
Cities  07iy  ami  near  the  River ;  in  taking  cognizance 
of  Offences  punishable  hy  the  Statute  Law  of  this 
Kingdom. — The  power  of  the  Crown  comidered  se^ 
parately. — Most  of  lis  Rights  in  the  River  Thames^ 
granted  to  the  Corporatloji  of  London  hy  various 
Charters,  and  confirmed  hy  Acts  of  Parliament. -^ 
The  inconvenietue  at/ending  such  grants. — TR^ 
privilege  of  Mooring-  Chains  reserved  hy  the  Crown. 
— The  Grantee  thereof  coitipelled  to  sell  his  interest 
hy  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  lll.{n)—The  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  on  that  subject  explained. — The 
Toimage  Duties  granted  to  the  Crown  by  that  Act, 
and  their  application  also  detailed  and  explained. 

(»)  Cap.  Ixix  of  the  Scries  q{ public  local-avdperional  Acts\  whick 
are  distinguishcJ,  in  the  quarto  edition  of  the  Statutes,  by  being 
placed  after  the pu&Iic  general  Acts  ;  and,  in  citation,  by  the  Chap- 
ters being  thus  marked  by  Roman  numerals* 

Having 
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^nd  the  Fort,  by  means  of  a  clear  and  comprehensive 
view  of  its  existing  Regulations. 

Six  distinct  authorities  may  now  be  said  to  exist, 
all  of  them  exercising,  or  about  to  exercise,  certain 
Powers  and  Jurisdictions  with  respect  to  the  River 
Thames ;  and  forming  together  the  general  Police  of 
this  great  Commercial  Port. 

L  His  Majbstt,  as  Lord  of  the  soil  of  the  Rivetj 
has  exercised  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  mooring- 
ehains;  by  grants  to  individuals,  and  also  by  the 
Tight  exercised  of  fixing  Mooring  Chains  in  the 
River^  for  Ships  of  War.  His  Majesty  in  Qanxxdl^ 
appears  also  to  have  exercised  a  certain  jnrisdictiaQ 
respecting  the  birthing  or  placing  of  Vessels ;  as  in 
the  case  of  foreign  Ships  in  17  97  9  which  were  order- 
ed not  to  approach  the  Metropolis  nearer  than  Lim(»* 
house. 

II.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  Io^pon,  as  Conserva.* 
tor  of  the  River,  and  thb  Corporation,  and  tbdr 
Officers^  by  Virtue  of  certain  Charters  and  Fraa«» 
chises,  exercise  various  privileges  and  jurisdictions 
respecting  the  Fishery,  Encroachments  and  Nui^ 
iances  on  the  River ;  and  as  to  the  lading,  unlading^ 
and  measuring,  selling  and  transporting  of  Merchant* 
disc;  to  these  are  now   added  other  powers  and 

{privileges  under  the  fVeuDock  Act. 

III.  The  Corporatiok  of  the  TKrarrY-HousB^ 
of  Deptfbrd  Strond,  exercise  certain  functions  and 
duties  under  the  authority  of  Ro}'al  Charteors,  and 
Acts  of  Parliament,  relative  to  Seamen^  Pilots,  fur- 

3  nishing 
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ii-.'li;;)^  Ii..i!i.'[,  cnviiii^^  Liglit-houscs,  and  carrying 
i;i!u  (-\i-L-iitii'!i  i!i(*  ji:i)\isioiis  of  ihc  Wet-Dock  Act, 
.i:ui  iitlicr  Ai-L-  li>r  ilic  improvcincnt  of  tho  Naviga- 
lion  of  till"  ICiviT. 

IV.  Ti.c  \\>,vr-IxniA  Dock  Compast,  have 
ctTiaiii  p'  <r,  tr-;  ami  iurisdii-tion  conferred  upon  them, 
uv  tijc  U'li-Dink  Act,  f()rtlic  erection  and  prcscrva- 
liuii  ri('\\'i-i-l)i  fksiii  tLc  Islcof  Dogs,  for  tlicact'oni- 
iijuiLuiiiii  auil  |jro:cftioii  of  the  ff'iit-fwiia  Trade. 

\ .  Tin-  C-)MMissH)XEr,s  of  His  Majesty's  Cus- 
toms and  Kxci.>;i:,  by  ihirmsflvcs  and  liicir  Officers, 
tiniiir  ilik'  luitlioritv  of  Parliament,  make  and  enforce 
Ki{;u!;.iiiiii-;  m -iJueiing  ilic  security,  and  the  coUcc- 
(ioii  of  liie  I'lililif  Ucvciiuc. 

VI.  '/'/;<■  Ac/./  \/-;'.o?./«./jJ/(/cr;«<'H,asMAOlSTRATES, 
in  the  City,  toi^a'ilier  uitli   His  Majesty's  other  Jus- 
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the  powers  exercised  by  every  department.  In  so 
doing,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  trace  out,  as  pre- 
cisely as  possible,  the  nature  and  extent  of  each  se- 
parate jurisdiction  :  to  detail  the  manifold  Regula- 
tions and  Provisions  of  the  Stat.  39  Geo.  III.  c,  Ixix. 
"  for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  regulating 
the  Port  of  London,"  generally  called  The  Wet-Dock 
Act ;  so  as  to  shew,  in  the  most  clear  and  distinct 
manner  the  several  purposes  to  which  that  Act  is 
applied :  And  lastly,  to  give  a  view  or  abstract  of 
the  punishments  inflicted  by  a  great  number  of  Sta- 
tutes, on  Maritime  Offences  of  every  description ;— ^of 
the  duties  prescribed  to  Captains  of  Merchant  Ships, 
and  their  Officers, — and  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Port,  which  it  becomes  requisite  for  them 
punctually  to  observe  and  obey. 


Respecting  the  Crown. 

It  appears,    that    the    successive    Sovereigns    of 
England,  by  a  variety  of  Charters  (48  in  number) 

■  _ 

from  Richard  I.  to  Charles  11.  granted  the  Con- 
servation of  the  River  Thames,  and  certain  other 
privileges  to,  and  imposed  corresponding  duties  on, 
the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London  ;  all  these 
(except  nine  Charters  of  Henry  the  IV.  made  void) 
were  ultimately  established,  after  the  Revolution,  by 
the  Statute  2d  William  and  Mary,  Stat.  I.e.  8; 
vacating  the   judgment  on    Quo    JVutranto,  given 

U  against 
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a'j..\u-.i  the  Ciiy,  in  the  35th  of  Charles  11.  and  co«- 
tirmiiip  :i!!  ihc  privilcfics  of  the  Corporation. 

Thii*.  tliil  il.i.'  Crown  relinquish  the  powers  which, 
HI  biniilar  i-;.-;^.  arc  cxcrciseil  by  Government,  and 
viiit!),  i!i(.Tc*i)ri;  athnit,  from  time  to  lime,  of  bene- 
licia!  arr.ni_ir<'nicnts,  and  tiCgisIativc  ameliorations. 
It  woiilil  ;iii[!rar,  that  the  River  Thames,  under  the 
ijec'uli.ir  k.'ir<  uiiisianees  in  which  it  was  placed,  suf- 
fered t<jiisiilcrarily  in  its  imprDVcmcnts,  from  the  re- 
liiuiui^hiiK-iit  ot'  ihat  paramount  authority  which, 
whik-  ii  remains  unimpaired,  has  been  found  best 
falculji.d  .liiilcr  the  direction  of  Parliament,  when 
uiire^iniiiK-il  ami  unshackled  by  corporate  privi- 
h-y:rsf,  to  ationiinodalc  the  pulilic  at  large,  by  Regu- 
lations aflaptcil  to  the  progressive  imprm'ements  in 


•  »   ■ 


over  the  River  Thames^  excepting  with  respect  ta 
the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  or  Surface^  under  low-water 
niark.(ii) 

This  right  was  exercised  in  the  instance  of  the 
licase  or  Patent,  granted  of  the  privilege  of  plac* 
ing  Mooring  Chains  in  tiers,  in  the  bed  of  the  River^ 
for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping ;  which  was  re- 
cently enjoyed  by  Lord  Gwydir,  and  from  which 
a  considerable  annual  emolument  was  derived. 

By  the  fVet-Dock  Act,  (§  35,  36)  Lord  Gwydir 
is  required  within  six  mondis,  on  receiving  an  ade- 
quate compensation,  to  surrender  to  His  Majesty  the 
rights  and  interests  possessed  by  him,  respecting  the 
whole  of  the  Mooring  Chains ;  for  the  purpose  of 
transferring  such  rights  and  interests  for  the  use^ 
benefit,  and  convenience  of  the  Public,  free  from  all 
rents  and  dues  thereon  ;  for  which  a  compensation 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Crown. 

By  §  1 1 9  of  the  Act,  the  compensation  to  Lord 
Gwydir  is  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  certain 
Commissioners  of  compensation;   and  by  §  152,  the 

(n)  The  following  transcript,  found  among  the  MSS.  of  Lord  Trea- 
surer Burleigh,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  has  been  quoted,  to  shew 
how  far  the  soil  and  ground,  under  the  Rrrer,  belongs  to  the  City. 
<*  Also,  for  proof  of  the  Prince's  interost^  in  Rivers  flowing  from  the 
Sea,  the  Thames  and  Ccnservation  thereof  was  not  only  given  to 
the  City  of  London,  but,  by  their  especial  suit^  the  King  gave 
therewith  all  the  ground  and  soil  under  die  same  :  Whereapoiiy  if 
any  that  hath  a  house,  or  land  adjoining,  do  make  a  Stcand,  Scasr^ 
or  such  like,  they  pay  forthwith  a  rent  to  the  City  of  LondaD» 
how  high  soever  they  be  above  the  low- water  mark." 

See  Stow's  Sur*t;tj  of  hmi^n  \  vol.  i.  p.  35* 

u  2  amount 
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ainniint  of  tlii^  compensation,  is  to  bc,  in  the  first 
iii?tan';c,  ailvLiiind  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  : 
and  rfp^id  tlitTcto  out  of  t!if  rites  raised  by  virtue  of 
the  Art,  'I'lifappoiiitnicnt  of  these  Commissioners, 
thtir  Oaili  fil'  Ofiicc,  Sec.  arc  regulated  by  §  130, 
1.1 1  and  1:12-11" the  Aet 

liy  ^  I  2(1,  rhe  compensation  to  be  made  to  hia  .Ma- 
\r>\\\  I'l-y  leliiiquishing  the  rents  and  profits  of  tlic 
>Iooring-Ch;iinH,as  settled  Iij  thcsanicCommissioners 
and  thf  Treasiirv,  and  to  he  alsci  advanced  out  of, 
and  ri'}i;iid  to  tlic  Consolidaictl  I'und,  is  to  be  paid 
into  the  Bank,  on  aixoinit  el  the  Tieasury,  and  ap- 
plied in  the  "Jiiiie  UKiiuier  as  iiiuney  jwid  (or  the  re- 
demption ul  th','  Lund-i.iK. 

By  5, 17,  After  liic  surrnider  is  thus  made,  the 
Ijord  Mayor  and  Corjioraiioii  ul"  London,  ur    such 
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By  §  134,  "  In  consideration  of  the  great  ac- 
"  commodation  and  Advantage,  which-  the  several 
*^  Works  and  ReguldtioYis;  which  the  Act  authorises 
'^  to  be  made,  will  afford  the  Shipping  and  Trade  of 
*^  the  Port,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
"  and  expences,  which  will  be  occasioned  by.  mak- 
*^  ing,  building,  erecting,  and  providing  the  Canal, 
"  Cuts,  Sluices,  Bridges,  Roads,  and  other  Works 
"  authorised  by  the  Act  to  be  made  by  the  Corpora- 
"  tion  of  London,"  the  following  Tonnage  Duties 
are  granted  to  the  Crown,  for  the  term  of  Fourteen 
Years,  from  August  1,  1799;  payable  by  every  Mas* 
ter.  Owner,  or  Person  having  the  charge  of  Ships  and 
Vessels,  trading  to,  frequenting,  and  using  the  Port 
of  London,  of  which  the  intended  Canal,  Docks,  and 
Works  are  to  be  part, 

per  Ton. 
ist,  Cl ASS.^^Coasting  Vessels,  to  or  from  any  part  of 

Great  Britain,  for  every  Voyage,  both        d^ 
in  and  out  inclusive I 

id.  Class. — l^essels  entering  inwards  finom  Denmark, 

Norway f  or  Lapland,  (on  this  side  of 
the  North  Cape)  or  from  Holstein, 
Hamburgh,  Bremen,  or  any  other  port 
in  Germany,  bordaing  on  or  near  the 
Germanic  Ocean,  or  from  Holland,  or 
any  other  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
the  Netherlands,  France^  (within 
Ushant)  Guernsey^  Jersey,  Sark,  Ire^ 
land,Qi  \\iQ  Isle  (f  Man 1} 

Vessels 
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3,'A  ihc  Cij;!^.  2n-\  other  Works,  authorised  to  be  xtoiia 
3,iJ  ci-iiL  bj  'lie  CuipoTauuii  of  Luiidon. 
.  In  yi\  ::;g  j!1  ''c  ntci-ssarj"  cxpcnccs  of  atttniting,  manag- 
1,;.,  It ;u'..>iiig,  maiiitjiiiing,  upairiiig,  aiid  prescn- 
\'i:l  il.c  Miic  Canal,  anil  inhcr  Works,  Tut  the  term 
o!  ft.ri'  ■.!■  r  i;i-\t  aft-.r  wox'.ck  .si.all  Ik;  given,  that  the 
Ci:  j!  'f  nady  tor  we,  and  until  ilic  transit-rarcs  fricn- 
i^crr.i  in  j  iiib'-cq'sc.M   Chapicrj  ?li.ilt  btcome  }>ajab!c 


1  pay:  Li 

;.,  tiurinf- lUr  ;:iiJ  :' r.-t 

(Mr',  Mi-h  ratly  and 

n-h.r- 

\,-M,  3,'.  nsjy  bt  (uvuMc 

by  ibc  Curporation  of 

l....i:: 

.,  '.1,1  Ci'ii.in;:.-a!iiiii   liir 

I...-.S  Jnd   dLficien^its 

c:   IVi 

::o,  Tj>.i;i,  .V-Wtr   Kult: 

>,   3.:\a  other   lOilcs  and 

4rh.   1 1 


On  tlio  (Ticlit  of  thix:  Tonn.ngc  Duties,  the  Act 
(^  l.'i2)  iilsfi  iiiuhorisc?  adviiiicus  to  lie  made  from  the 
Consolidatt'd  I'lmtl,  to  ilic  Coniiuissioiicrs  for  com- 
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ifig  Chains  in  the  River  Thimes,  and  laying  down  bAw 
ones  when  necessary :  But  also  for  paying  the  Salaries 
and  Wages  of  Harbour-Masters  and  their  Assistants^ 
pursuant  to  the  Act :  which  Expences  and  Salaries  aie 
directed  to  be  paid  by  the  Corporation  accordingly. 

After  the  above  payments  into  the  Chamber  of  Londoni  the 
residue  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Tonnage  Dues 
is  to  be  applied  in  repaying  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
sums  advanced  in  pursuance  of  the  Act«  as  already  spe- 
cified, with  5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  same  ;  and  when 
these  advances  are  fully  repaid*  the  said  residue  ii  to  be 
invested  in  Stock,  in  the  names  of  the  Chamborlainf 
Town  Clerk,  and  Comptroller  of  London,  for  the  time 
being,  who  shall  invest  the  yearly  Dividends  in  their 
names  in  the  like  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  accumu- 
lation^ until  the  Dividends  of  the  Stock  purchased  by 
such  accumulation,  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  payment 
of  the  Expences  of  the  Mooring-Chains,  and  of  the 
Salaries  of  the  said  Harbour  ^Masters  and  their  Assist- 
ants.— ^And  when  the  Dividends  are  sufficient  to  answer 
those  purposes,  the  Rates  and  Duties  imposed  by  the 
Act  are  to  cease  and  determine. 

Such  are  the  Functions  exercised  by  the  Crown, 
respecting  the  Police  and  other  Regulations  of  the 
River  Thames  and  the  Port  of  London.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  observed,  that  the  chief  part  are  created  by 
the  IFet'Dock  Act^  and  are  of  a  temporary  nature ;  so 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Act,when  the  money  to  be 
advanced  by  Government  is  refunded,  every  right  of 
interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  except  what 
relates  to  the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  uiKler  the  River, 

and 
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Alderman,  or  one  Justice  of  Peace,  for  '^JJlesrx, 

or  Surry,  and  Icviublc  by  Distress  and  Sale. 

The  Corporation  is  empowered  to  erect  TuU- 
gaics  ;  and  to  appoint  CoIIccUmts  of  the  Tolls,  who 
are  to  pay  the  same  into  the  Chanibcrliiin's  Oftiec, 
and  account  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen  :  or  on  refusal 
to  account,  &c.  may  be  committed  to  fsm-gate,  or 
the  Common  Gaol  of  the  County,  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  or  one  Alderman,  or  Justice  of  the  Pcac^ 
till  payment  or  composition  made. 

All  Monies  raised  by  Virtue  of  the  Act,  are 
vested  in  the  Corporation,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  this  and  the  fonner  Act,  "  and  an  account 
(jf  the  said  Tolls  and  Duties  granted  by  this  Act, 
shall  be  annually  laid  bc-forc  Parliaincnr.''  The  exe- 
cution of  which  latter  Clause,  is  no  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  than  by  the  foregoing  general  words. 

The  Corporation  is  empowered  to  borrow  15,000/. 
on  the  Credit  of  the  loll-;,  and  to  assign  them  as 
a  security  :  or  to  grant  annuities,  chargeable  on  the 
produce  of  the  Tolls. 

The  Common-Council  may  appoint  Committees, 
to  carry  the  Act  into  execution,  the  Members  of 
which  must  not  hold  any  Place,  or  Contract,  under 
the  Act : — A.nd  an  appeal  is  given  from  the  order  of 
any  Justice,  to  the  general  Quarter  Sessions  in  L-^n- 
don,  Mtddlesex,  or  Smry. 

When  the  probable  amount  of  the  Tolls  thus 
granted  to  the  City,  is  taken  into  consideration, 
with    the    time   (now    twenty-three   jears)   elapsed 

since 


RIVKR   VOtlCt.  4^b 

•  ■     »      ■   •  • 

Bince  the  passing  the  last  Act,  in  the  cbiirse  of 
which,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  City  have  had 
ample  opportunity  for  purchasing  the  Old  Tolls, 
and  paying  off  any  incumbrance  caused  by  such 
purchase  ;  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  coniplaints 
should  exist,  of  defects  in  the  Navigation  of  that 
part  of  the  River  Thames,  so  peculiarly  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation  of  London. 

The  annual  receipt  of  these  Tolls,  calculated  at  an 
average  of  3d.  per  Ton  on  800,000  Tons,  will 
amount  to  10,000/.  It  has  been  loosely  stated,  (see 
Jages  312,  31 6,)  that  the  City  expend  in  repairing 
tht.  avenues  to  the  River,  and  Public  Stairs,  and 
Docks,  and  cleansing  the  River,  6,950/.  To  what 
part  of  the  River  this  applies,  is  not  very  clear ;  but 
the  follo\^ing  Extracts  from  a  printed  Memorial,  are 
deserving  t>je  most  serious  attention  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  Public. — ^With  these  Extracts,  the  Author 
will  conclude  this  part  of  this  subject ;  he  has  been 
induced  to  enlarge  on  it  more  particularly,  as  it  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Country,  and  as  the  Acts  abridged  and  digested  in 
the  preceding  pages,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
general  Editions  of  the  Statutes  at  large,  being  of  a 
local  and  confined  nature :  the  insertion  of  all  the 
Acts  of  which  kind,  would  swell  our  !^tatute-book, 
perhaps,  to  nearly  twice  its  present  enormous  bulk.  ' 

The  Memorial  alluded  to,  (and  which  comes 
from  a  body  of  persons  deeply  concerned  and  inte- 
rested in  the  Free  Navigation  of  the  River  Thames; 
S  through 
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spawn  and  fry  of  Fish,  within  the  jurisdiction  afore- 
'said.  Also  for  obliging  every  common  Fishoroutn 
or  Drudgerman,  yto.  have  his  christian  name  and 
surname,  and  place  of  abode^  paiqted  in  large  and 
legible  characters  on  his  Boat :  To  annex  reasonable 
penalties  and  forfeitures  for  the  breach  of  such  Rules, 
not  exceeding  5l.  for  any  one  offence  ;  and  from  time 
to  time,  to  alter  and  amend  such  Rules,  and  to  make 
new  ones,  so  as  the  same  were  allowed  and  approved 
of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Commis-* 
sioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  the  two  Lords  Chief  Jus- 
tices, and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  or  any  two  of  them. 

'This  Act  was  still  farther  enforced  by  the  Stat, 
33  Geo.  n.  c.  27.  (of  the  penalties  imposed  by  which, 
notice  will  be  taken  in  a  subsequent  Chapter.)  The 
execution  of  such  parts  of  both  these  Acts,  as  relate 
to  the  sale  of  fresh  Fish  at  Billingsgate,  to  the 
punishment  of  persons  having  unsizeable  Fish,  or 
Spawn,  &c.  and  to  the  penalties  against  regrators  or 
forestallcrs  of  Fish,  is  specially  committed  by  the  Act, 
to  the  Under  Jfaier-Balliff  odht  City,  and  to  cer- 
tain other  City  Qfficcrs,  ceW^iXYeomen  of  the  Water-- 
side.  The  last  Rules  and  Ordinances  made  under 
these  Acts,  were  confirmed  by  the  Judges,  and 
promulgated  in  1785. 

But  however  well  intended  all  these  Rules  and 
Provisions  might  be,  to  guard  against  the  abuses  in 
the  Fish  Trade,  it  has  been  truly  remarked  by  a  va- 
luable writer  on  the  History  of  London  {Noorthouek) 
that  no  accumulation  of  laws,  or  trials  of  schema^, 

X  have 


ji  Fi-h  to  I-ondon,  in 
;•!  *  »>  i;>  iiei^rlihourhcod 
'  i!>i'  :he  ^ume  Author) 
1  :'..:*  '.'  to  undo  all  that 
.  :i)i)1l'Vi:ichi  of  catch- 
>;  ■:!,  <  I'-ar  oTa!!  corpo- 
■  .  '■  '..nl  v.hr.:  rnai-  be 
■-  ;i  1.  r  fr\ .  ii:id  to  inaiii- 


- -n;:;:.-i.  ■!.,.!  i;i  :^r- effect  of  these 
,■  r<.e;.';c'i:_::  '!",i  l"-!n.Ty,  is  excm- 
.'  >  ir-ii-  fi:'.i'rt..i:.'.'l  ■■'!"  the  a;lvan- 
li.irv  iiiri-'iiciii-;  wi'.h  rc=pcct  to 
ut  ;.'..iO  t!ic  luiii;;!!:;!;.  ol*  the  sv<tcm 
j:-i  ll;,':n<o!vcs,  :i::  1  \\<  u::li:v  to 
r  till'   ir.iniVi.T  rif  th'-  c!a*i  of 
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the  system  will  not  permit  them.  However  efficient 
it  might  have  becfi  in  ancient .  times^  when  Com* 
mercc  was  in  it3  infancy,  without  the  means  of  se* 
cluction,  by  the  numerous  temptations  which  now 
exist,  its  motions  are  infinitely  too  slow  to  be  useful 
in  correcting  the  extensive  corruption  of  morals  which; 
wealth,  luxury^  and  other  causes  have  introduced; 

This  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  clearly  established 
by  two  very  ancient  Statutes  still  in  forcc,(^)  wbicb^ 
although  they  constitute  a  part  of  the  general  law  of, 
the  land,  and  extend  to  four  Counties,  can  oqly  be 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the, 
Metropolis.  What  would  be  the  state  of  society  if- 
this  laborious  and  troublesome  privilege  (irksome  to 
the  possessor  and  hurtful  to  the  public)  ejctended  to 
all  other  oftcnces  in  this  extensive  and  populous 
district  ? 

It  is  to  an  unfortunate  misconception,  relative  to 

(7)  B7  tbc  Stat,  of  4  Henry  VII.  chap.  15 ;  the  Mayor  of  Lon. 
dbn,  hsving  the  Conservation  of  the  River  Thames,  from  the  Bridge 
of  Staines  to  the  Waters  of  Ymdall  and  Medway,  shall  have  like 
authority  in  Breaches,  Issues  and  Creeks,  and  Grounds  overflown^ 
as  fai-  as  the  Water  ebbeth  and  floweth,  as  touching  putiishinent  for 
using  unlawful  Nets  or  Engines  in  Fishing,  like  as  his  predecesson 
had  in  the  River  Thames ;  provided  that  the  Lord  Ma}T)r  of  London 
have  not  the  Conservation  of  tlie  said  Breaches  and  Grounds  over- 
flown  within  the  King's  grounds,  or  within  franchises  of  any  petscM. 

By  tht  Statute  of  the  27  Henry  VIIL  chap.  18.— If  any  person 
shall  do,  or  procure  any  thing  to  be  done  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
stream  of  the  River  Thames,  in  making  of  Shelves,  casting  of 
Rubbish  or  Digging,  &c,  or  take  away  any  Boaxds,  Stakes,  Tiihber 
work,  Pillkrs  or  other  things,  or  dig  of  undemrinc  Banks  or  Walli, 
Ac.  he  shall  forfeit  5I  — onc-half  to  the  Kinly  and  one-half  to  the 
Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London. 

X  2  aXlC\£Itl 


nr- iciu  privilegr-;,  anil  to  the  quick  and  rapiJ 
<  ;j.;!!gcs  whi'h  tiikc  place  in  the  superin  tendance  of 
loc;ii  iiiriMlitrJoTis,  ihiit  many  of  the  evils  of  the 
KiviT  arc  tn  !  c  inipiiicd,  without  attaching  an  atom 
oniliiMie  !  I  :hf  inHividiials.  'IVi  the  obsolete  nature 
of  tlif  >vsTc![!.  .iiul  to  the  circumstance  of  its  being, 
in  nuiiiy  r.-;r("ts,  inapplicalvlc  to  the  present  state  of 
Mi'ii-'v,  iir..'  il.V'C  rvils  to  be  iract-d. 

,r  jirf'grcssive  accijmiilation  of  Mud,  and 
uijiiins  in  the  Kivcr,  which  have,  within 
V  Vr^ars,  rt'fl[iccd  its  depth  so  considcr- 
\i.(|  licncc,  tlic  diiTiculties  which  have 
I  jirodiotiiig  those  improvements,  which 
^o^it■ty.  and  the  extent  and  increase  of 
.m!  Xavijr.uion  rc.iiifrcd. 
;  i.-rt  fonhidt  red)  at  one  period  in  society, 


IKn.- 

Oll.lT    1.1 

thr  l,»: 

alily.lrl 

nrnirrn 

tlH-  St  I- 

Cjmiiii- 
Privi: 

biveh  police.  30§ 

p        «  ■  •       ■  m 
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some  to  those  whose  province  it  is  tQ  move  jt^.ma* 
chine;  aad  although  they  are  unwilling^  from  the 
unprofitable  nature  of  the  duty^  ta  do  it  thecaselves^ 
yet  arc  they  equally  hostile- to  every  attempt  on  ib^ 
part  of  others  to  .fill  up  the  cliasm.  The  result Js^ 
that  many  good  things  for  the.  public  and  the  coun« 
try,  are  either  pos^^poqed  or  totally  omitted.*  Where 
the  power  rests,  the  ^lea^if re  will  not  be  .putsned ; 
while  the  same  power  and  influence,  operate  in  pre- 
venting  the  attempt  being  made  by  othq'S.  .  Mere 
matters  of  punctilio  often  stand  in  the  way  of^;reat 
and  beneficial  arrangements,  and  minds  thus.de^ 
luded,  grasp  and  eagerly  cherish  the  sIiado\v,  .while 
the  substance  passes  away.  .  . 

Nothing  can  be  more  hostile  tp  the  cultivation  of 
the  science  of  useful  and  :  effective  Police,- .  than 
opinions  and  misconceptions,  operating  through 
the  medium  and  under  the  shelter  of  ofRcial.  in- 
fluence. 

It  is  to  a  correct  and  well-planned  Police,  ai|d  to 
the  removal  of  those  obstructions^  which  operate  as  a 
bar  to  its  progress  to  maturity^  that  this  Country  is 
ultimately  to  be  indebted  for  the  securjjty.  of  the 
rights  of  innocence;  for  the  preservation  of  life,  andli* 
berty ;  and  the  support  of  that  excellent  Constitution^ 
which,  standing  on  the  basis  of  virtue  and  morality^ 
is  only  to  be  rendered  permanent,  and  secure,  by  pre-^ 
serving  its  foundation,  and  by  guarding  it  against 
the  rapid  inroads,  which  relaxed  principles,  arising 
2  from 


semWing  and  hiding  Courts-Martial^  toe  th»tTitlt«# 

the  Offences  specified  ihcrcia. 

The  mode  of  poymfnl  of  ihc  Wages  of  petty  Offi- 
oerSy  Seamen,  and  Mitrines,  in  ascertained  by  the- 
Siseutes  3I  C^  U.  eap.  10^;  3  Geo,  IJI.'caf:  l6.; 
26  Geo.  HI.  cap.  63. ;  Sod  a3  Geo.  III.  cops.  33,  34, 
am*©?- :  And  by  ih  35  Geo.  IH.  cap. 38. 

petty  Officers,  Seam  AariQes  are  cnaUed  la 

allot  part  of  their  pa}  maintenance  of  their 

Wives,    Oiildren,  c  rs.      The  paymrnt  of 

Pri«€-Money,  and  Jct  of  Prize  Agents  is 

now  regulated  by  se  tioiiB  of  the  Pme-Act, 

33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  ttiles  and  R«strKrion» 

introduced  by  these  Acts  are  minute  nnd  cxtcnsjVe, 
and  may  be  found  stiitcd,  with  great  accuracy  and 
precision,  in  Steele's  Ship-Master  s  Asmtant. 

Of  the  ir.riii^  and  Seri-'u:e  of  Seamen  In  Merchanl- 

The  most  import.int  Statute  to  ihc  Masicr  and' 
Mariners  of  Merchant- J'esseh  in  gtncral  is  the  id  of 
Geo.  II.  cap.  30.  made  pcqictual  by  2  G«.  ///. 
cap.  31.  by  which  it  is  extended  to  the  American  Qa- 
Ibnies.  The  provisions  of  this  Statute  are  also  adop- 
ted in  31  Geo.  III.  cap.  39.  with  respect  to  the  Coast- 
ing Trade,  with  some  trifling  variations. 

This  Statute  2  Geo.  11.  cap.  36.  is  entitled  "  Aa 
Act  for  the  better  regulation  and  government  of  Sea- 
men in  the  Merchant  Service." 

The 
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ficial .  arrangements  in  the  Science  of  Police,  ivfaiqii 
are  so  imperiously  callod  fc^r  by  the  rapid  chafige 
which  is  sufficiently  visible  in  ;Society. 

The  emoluments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of 
London,  as  Conservators  of  the  Rivers  Thiames^ 
and  Med  way,  seem  to  arise  chiefly  from^.fipes  and 
amerciaments,  which  pii^yt  jie  very  incojplerable  ; 
since  in  the  course  of  a  Ceqtury,  only  35  different 
Offences  are  stated  as  having  occurred,  subjecting  the 
Delinquents  to  punishment.'(f)  ■■^'  -t 

In  the  Statement  presented  by  the  City  of  l^nillonv 
to  thp  Committee  of  the  Hops^  of  Contmoifis,  no^fno- 
lumcnts  are  stated,  but  the  various  Rights  exefrclsed 
by  the  City  of  London,  as  CopservatQrs..df  tiv^Riverl 
Thames,  are  in  that  document  classed  undeV^hi^  fol- 
lowing Heads: 


(i)  See  a  Brief  Statement  of  the  Title  of  the  City  of  London, 
CO  the  Cobaenrancy  of  the:RiVcr  Thames  and  Waten  of  Medway, 
deliYered  to  ths  Dock  C^mnutt^  of  the  House  of  Coromonsi  in 
1 799 ;  as  giveq  in  th^  Appeod^  to  t)ie  minutes  of  evidence  before 
that  Conu^itte^i  pa|;e  9,21  &c.^ 

In  this  Document  (Ke  Corporation  rest  the  title  of  the  City : 
-^•ist.  on  the  ground  cf  frescnpftoftf  qonfirmed  by  the  confession  of 
the  Attorney  .general,  and  the  judgnvpit  of  tbe  'Coiiir€;9f.$xchf«# 
qoer,  Tnii«  Term.  5.  Jfac.  I.-*^.  C^  Aneutu  Ciaturs^  particu- 
larly  thcK  of  8  i2<>.  I ;  ijpk^l  11  Pen.  Ill  i  i  Ednv.  Ill;  3 
T^r.  I ;  i4  Charles  IL-*«j[d«  Oq  Acts  of  Parliament^  particularly 
17  Ric.  II.  c  9;  z  HfH*  Vl.jC.  15;  4  Hen.  VII.  c.  15;  27 
Hen.  VIII.  c.  48 ;  i^Geo.  III.  f  •  9|. — 4th.  On  Reports  of  Legal 
Determinations^  paniculafly  in  Daviis  Reports,  569  57  ;  Siderfm, 
148 ;  '4th  Institute,  250.<^And  lasfly.  On  the  Exercise  of  the 
Right,  in  a  rariety  of  instances  «pccififd. 


I.  77; 
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One  in^ranc-e  5lainl  tn 
hare  wcurtd  in     . 

Two  in 

C'nc  in 

Oiit    in      ....=     . 
One    1:1 


A.D. 

1669 

■710 
1711 

1721 
1738 

'743 


JI.  7"<  prr:.'-f  '/' fixing f One  iny,a.r.ccii.:uKd to hxn 
J'sUi  11 1'i  Kner,  fcrj  occiiind  i.i  Tosis  being 
I'ne  rim:fmcnijtfSpip-\  ;ei  up  ntar  the  Ciistom- 
p-ij!^.  V  limiscauhcCiiy'sexpence  1553 

III.  Tir  firi-iii^t  of  remw- (Onu  iiiManre  is  natcd  of 
i-.;  fjiiiiii:tlm  eua-j     i!iis  right  being  excr- 
i::i:rii   h   I'mrs    and^      ci-cil  in       ...      .      jjjj 
Sir}-'.  t-Anoilicr  iii'tancc  occurs  in   i6ia 
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I 

V.  The  priviligi  cf  dinct'^ 

•     ■  ing  in  what  places^  and 
the  manner  in    which 


A.D. 


Oneinstance  occurs  of  this 
Rigbt .being  exercised  in 


Ballast  shcuU  be  /r/-*^  No  instance  is  stated  sincfl^ 


i6^ 


ten   out  of  the  River 
Thames. 


that  remote  period. 


'One  instance  is  stated  to 

■  •  •  • 

.    have  occurred  in     .    • 


VI.  The  privilege  of  re- 
pairing  the  B/nits  and 
Bnach^scf  the  RhJ  ^"^'f^  ^'^P'".'"*  ""** " 


[^72 


Thames, 


to  the  Court  in    .     .  '  1723 
I  One  in      ."; :     .     .     .*  1725 


f  One  instance  stated  in  the  ^ 

'    Reign  of  Hcnrj^  VIIL  '> 

VII.  The  privilege  of  Li^  ^ A  Water-BiilifFappointbd 


censing  and  permitting 
IVharfSf       Encroach"<y 
mentSf  and  other  inno- 
cent Projections. 


VIII.  The  privilege  ofre^ 
cehving  Rents  for  Pro^ 
jections,  and' for  inno-i 
cent  EncroachmentTm 


to  collect  Rents  for 
Port  Galleys,  Stairs  and 
Encroachments  in  .    •     1663 

One  instance  to  the  Navy 

Board 1788 

One  to  the  Trinity-house     1*793 
^^One  to  thcVictualing-board  1795 

I'early  Renti 
"Exercised  in  1706  ,  £*i  o  o 
and  fine  of  fifty  guineas 
Exercised  in  1724  ..200 
•  .  •  in  1 731  a  Pepger-com 
...  in  1732  •  4  00 
r  .  .  ii>  174s  -:•  J.-.o  o 
.•     •    •    in  1762    •    15  15    o 


IX.  Tbi 


M 

TSBATISK  OM 

X.  7"«;r.i 

rVir -/«*.»-(. 

A.D. 

mg.     „ 

r,ma.mg    EKmiitcl  in     .     . 

i     .     l6>i 

«i  rft. 

Hmruuh'          .     ,     m 

.     .     1681 

inf    intn 

(/.     Sh,,     '                i„      . 

.     .     1684 

7  *•«,/. 

(. 

:.  rhi.r:„:. 

Xe  ■-firitlimg  • 

end  mm: 

.•i'::inp,al  tit     .,        -     . 

*'     ,,.     txerciscd  tn     .     . 
/.n.-r,  futile 

.     .     166, 

Slain    a 
Pbir,. 

tt>i    Landing 

.    .     I6;2 

N.  B.  The  fiillowing  Siairs  were  erected,  and contiaiie  10 
be  rtpaircd  ai  the  City'sexpcncc,  viz.— 

AUhaUnvt  Stain 
PuJJle  Dick  Stain 
Trigs  Stain 
^tenhilht  Slain 


Biiii'i^s^tle 
Sab's  Slain 
Summtn  ."^taj  Stairs 
V^tv.pie  Slairt 

Vcuiinj  Stain 
D:xv^aie  Slain 


Thrtt  Crane  Slain 
Pauh  fyharf  Stain 
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XIII.  7h€    privilege 
Special  Views. 


XIV.     The     privilege 
granihig     Licences 


floating  on  the  saine»  to  seize  the 
said  Tioiberi  and  convey  it  to  tfat 
Bridge-hoMsev  or  some  conytnient 
placc^  and  to  keep  the  same  until 
the  owner  be  known,  and  shall  pay 
the  charges  ;  and  if  no  owner  ap- 
pears witt^jn  a  year  and  a  day» 
then  to  he  sold  as  other  goods  and 
things  usually  are  which  are  found 
floating  on  the  River. 


p  lo.Jaouaiyy  19th  pf  Ifenry  VII« 
(1504).  An  Inquest  was  appoint, 
ed  of  subst^intial  persons  dwelling 
next  the  Thames,  betwixt  %hc 
Tower  and  the  Temple,  to  in- 
quire as  to  Encroachments  and 
Defaults  made  and  done  on  the 
River  Thames;  and  the  A!der- 
men  of  the  Wards  adjoining  the 
said  River  and  the  VieweVs  of  the 
Court  were  ordered  to  go  with  the 
Iriquest,  and  view  and  over-see 
all  Ekfaults. 

N.  B.  No  specific  instance  is 
stated  of  this  privilege  being  ex- 
scrciscd,  since  that  periods 

I  Exercised  in      .      •     •     •     I55S 
of\  A  Floating  Mill  on  Barges 
/^ J         aUovx^d      .      .     •     .    .1655 


< 


erect  Mills  and  Water  |  An  Engine  against  Arundel 


IForh. 


WatU  to  convey  Wator 

into  Covent  Garden*  &c. 

XV.  Ut 


.-,lfi  rr.t.VTisL  ON 

fr.xcrciscdby  iV-  Loid  Mayor,  as 

X\.  7...'  f>.;   ,^..r  -/h:J-l  ConsfnatorofilivRivcr.gencra!- 

i-:r   C:u':i    efCtnier-l,  .        ,  ,  ,      ,- 

<  ly  twice  111  ilic  M-ar,  foreachot 

..     .      '  thu  t.ii:r  Counties  of  MiJd.csex, 

l.l'-^-"^''' ^i''0  *"^  Kt-nt. 
Lxcrti^cJ  under  nncirm  Cliartprr, 
anil  tV.c  ir-'-T-;  inmlcrn  (Ji.-LViioiis 


V.;A^..(v.;. 
■  -I'j  il  v.il 

y.c    ::■■'■.  * 

OM)!!;; 

to  :!:;<  ci 

lioii  o; 

."tin-  wl;.:! 

icw  of  t!ic-c   specliic   Riglits  and 

II  a[i|ic;ir,  tlnit  mam"  ot  ilicm  iircbnr- 

f\]>cnsivo  :  niid,  pcrhajis.   it  may  be 

<  cirriiir.stiuii'c  thnt  fuch  a  small  propor- 

alopic  of  privileges,  has  been  c\- 

iirv  pas;.  'I'liL'  rlj;!it  of  regulating 

exercised  for 
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adequate  Fund  arising  from  the  profits  of  the 
Conservancy  to  meet  such  a  heavy  expence,  this,  like 
many  other  ancient  privileges^  becomes  no  less 
noxious  to  the  respectable  Body  invested  with  this 
right,  than  it  must  be  injurious  to  the  Navigation  of 
the  River ;  since  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice 
to  require  the  City  of  London  to  appropriate  its 
Funds  to  a  service,  requiring  a  large  annual  disburse- 
ment of  money  where  no  benefit  arises  in  return  : — 
Nor  is  it  less  injurious  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  the  River  Thames,  that  so  great  an  object  as 
the  preservation  of  the  ancient  depth  of  water, 
should  depend  oil  circumstances  and  arrangements  so 
hostile  to  its  improvement. 

The  functions  of  the  Trinity-House,  which  will 
be  explained  in  the  succeeding  Chapter,  do  not 
appear  to  extend  further  than  raising  Ballast  suitable 
for  Ships;  and  while  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
expence,  except  what  arises  from  the  Sale,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  obstructions  caused  by  aa 
accumulation  of  Mud  in  different  parts  of  the 
River,  (which  is  unlit  for  ballast)  can  be  re- 
moved by  either  of  these  Public  Bodies,  (the 
City  of  London,  or  the  Trinity  Corpt^ration,)  un- 
less it  can  be  rendered  so  far  productive  as 
to  defray  the  expence ;  and  hence  arises  a  most 
important  consideration  in  respect  to  this  branch  of 
the  Police  of  this  great  Trading  River.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Cona- 

312.)     It  would  seem  not  co  apj^ly  to  the  Fool  whare  the  Shlos^nd 
Afetsels  are  moored.  ••»'•'*• 

mon? 
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already  nonccd  ;   which,  proves  that  the  privil^eor 
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previously  diily  c^camined  by  the  Trinity  Corpora-- 

■ 

tion^  and  obtain  a  Certificate  of  their  fitncs^ 
to  execute  the  Office  of  Harlour-Master  in  the 
Port  of  London^  and  the  Canal  and  other  Works  ; 
(except  the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances  f 
and  except  such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at 
Limehouse-hole  and  BJachvatI,  as  shall  be  with- 
in the  distance  of  iOO  yards  from  any  entrance 
out  of  the  River  into  the  Works  of  the  West-India 
Dock  Company-) — ^These  tiarbour-Masters  may  be 
suspended  or  amoved  on  sufficient  cause,  by  the 
Corporation  ;  and  have  power  and  authority  given 
them,  (subject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictions 
hereafter  mentioned,)  to  direct  the  Entering,  Moor- 
ing and  Unmooring,  Moving  and  Removing,  all 
Ships,  Vessels,  Lighters  and  Craft,  (except  those  of 
the  Trinity-house,)  coming  into,  lying,  or  being  in 
the  Port  of  London,  and  in  the  Canal  and  Cuts,  or 
any  of  them,  (excepting  the  Docks  and  such  parts 
of  the  River  as  were  before  excepted.)— Also  to 
regulate  the  times  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
into,  lying  in,  or  going  out  of  the  same  ;  and  their 
respective  Births,  Stations,  Positions,  Lading,  and 
Discharging  therein ;  and  the  time,  or  times,  of 
opening  and  shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said 
Canal.  And  in  case  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Pilot, 
&c.  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  Ship,  or 
Vessel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  Moor,  or  Un- 
moor, Move,  or  Remove  any  Ship,  according  to 
such  direction,    within  twelve   hours    after   notice 

given 
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given  in  irritidg,  or  left  ivjili  fome  jxreon  on  boirtf 
ttic  Shjp  or  VmscI  for  thtit  purp^st ;  tbcii  llic  «iij 
'Ifebnur-Moaters,  and  ^  their  Assistaals,  ore  re- 
"^bfrcfl  to  Moor,  UilTDopr,  Move  and  Rcmovej, 
such  Ship  or  Vc«rl ;  and  ihe  charges  and"  cxpcnca 
thereof  respccdvfly  shall  be  rcjiaid,  together  mib  d 
sum  not  cxccoliiig  Ten  nor  less  than  Five  Pounds 
lor  each  offcncr,  by  ihc  Master  or  Owner,  or  the 
penon  having  thccbargeor  command  of  such  Shipj 
and  m^y  be/ccovcred  by  the  Curporaiion  trf  Londda 
frotn  ihc  Owner  of  the  Shipiin  case  of  non-paymeni 
thereof^  on  demand ;  and  in  case  any  Master, 
Comnmndcr,  Mate,  Filot,  or  other  pcraon,  nfiSll  n 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  the  Mooring,  ITntneotthg^  1 
Moving,  or  Rcrnoving,  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  I 
tW  said  Fort,  (w'lih  the  afore-wi' J  Pxcepi'iota.'i'teM^  J 
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Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  that  any  person 
appointed  to  executo  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master^ 
ha.*5  neglected  his  duty,  or  misconducted  himself, 
such  person  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  be  inca- 
pable of  being  again  restored  to  his  OfHce ;  and 
another  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Lord-Mayor. — All 
Harbour-Masters  arc  directed  to  attend  the  Trinity* 
House  whenever  required,  by  a  writing  under  the 
hands  of  any  three  or  more  of  the  elder  Brethren. 

By  §  83,  the,  intended  Canal,  Cuts,  and  Works, 
are  declared  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  the  River  Thames,  as  if 
actually  part  of  the  River. 

By  §  84,  the  Canal,  and  the  New  Docks,  &c.  are 
declared  to  be  parts  of  the  Port  of  London ;  and 
Vessels  resorting  thereto,  are  to  be  subject  to  all 
Port  regulations  and  duties. 

By  %  85,  Goods  Landed  or  Shipped  upon  or  from 
the  intended  Quays,  or  Wharfs,  in  the  New  Docks, 
are  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations^ 
&c.  as  if  Landed  or  Shipped  on  or  from  the  present 
Legal  Quays. 

By  ^  86,  the  Quays  in  such  of  the  Docks  as  shdl 
be  walled  round,  are  declared  to  be  Legal  Quays. 

By  §  108,  the  Lord- Mayor,  Aldermen,  andCom* 
mon-Council,  are  authorized  to  make  Bye-Laws, 
Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations;  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  Harbour-Masters,  and  other 
persons,  to  be  employed  under  the  Act  by  the  Cor- 
poration,—for  regulating  the  Works^  &c.  authorised 

Y  to 
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By  §  108^  the  penalties  inflicted  by  these  Bye- 
Laws^  dre  recovefable  by  distress  and  sale^  by  warratit 
of  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  offences  are  conunitted ;  who  if  the 
penalties  are  not  paid,  may  commit  the  Offender  for 
twenty  days,  or  till  payment  of  the  same. 

By  $  175,  (which  saves  the  rights  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  Corporation,)  the  Lord-»Mayer  is  empow- 
ered, in  like  manner  as  he  hath  used  on  other 
occasions,  to  inquire  of^  hear,  and  determine,  f'.by 
presentment,  or  indictment,  taken  before  him,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters,^'  sdl 
offences  contrary  to  ths  Aci^  or  such  Bye^Laws, 
Rules,  and  Regulations,  as  shall  be  made  as  afore«> 
said;  and  upon  conviction  of  the  Offenders,  to 
impose  any  penalty  not  exceeding  what  is  inflicted 
by  the  Act,  or  by  the  Bye-Laws,  for  such  offence." 

By  J  1 36,  "  In  consideration  of  the  security, 
accommodation,  and  dispatch,  which  will  he  pro- 
duced by  means  of  the  Canal,  as  safer  and  more 
expeditious  for  Ships  and  Vessels,  than  the  present 
circuitous  and  dangerous  passage  round  the  Isle  of 
Dogs ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
which  will  be  occasioned  by  Maintaining,  Repairing, 
and  Improving,  and  Managing  the  said  Canal, 
Cuts,  and  other  Works,  and  by  Providing  and 
keeping  a  sufficient  number  of  Lock-keepers,  and 
other  Officers  and  Servants,  and  Draught-horses, 
for  the  assistance  and  proper  accommodation  .  of 
Vessels  in  such  passage/* — The  Mayor,  and  Com- 

Y  ,a  monalty, 
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"iu::.iliv,  .::iii  L';li/i.-i;.-  cf  l^inJuil,  a:;-.!  llicir  Suc- 
■  .-s^urr.  Kroiii  a:ul  :i!;i::*  I'.ic  cx[';rjtimi  ol*  thrtt." 
•.w.rs.  iiixi  ii:i;iny  tin-  liii.«.'  wlivii  I'lC  Cuiuil  shall 
t)i:  ■;;■'.  ri\.\iv  lur  u-^c,  ami  ii»[h\-  -.IlhI  have  bcmi 
jrivcii  t.i'  tii  ■  -..::.c  in  ilic  I^'Miiou  C»j/.-iu-,  anJ  tw't> 
or  ;i.  Ti-  ;. .;;!::  .Mdriiii!*;  ^i■^^B-|).!^;  ts  ii-iially  ciri'u- 
bi^'.I  iv  i.  .11. .■!!.)  ;;rc  ;iiiiiioriH-'J  to  :i-ik,  demand, 
take  a:'  i  !■  .■.■■^■  .  (i>vcr  .iiid  ui.<.'Vi-  ri.c  ..ilicr  TofiilBgc 
iiiitf-.  iM.n'f  :\:y.il«lc  to  Mis  M.iji-;;.,  asul  also  thr 
ajc.-i  iij  tf->'  \\  f>t-lmiiii  D'K-lt  Cuiiijwnv.)  of  and 
L'uiii  uii  Sliif'S,  \  cs{id>.  and  Oali,  wliicli  siiall  cmcr 
iiifi  iiiJM.  I  m;  oi"  ilic  j-aiil  iii'i-iiUcd  Canal  ;  any 
K4IC  or  h-;i-.-  not  exceeding  tite  lullowing — 
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Alclcrmcn,  and  Common  Council,  shall  appoint; 
and  shall  be  paid  only  once  for  each  and  every 
transit,  or  passage,  across  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  whether 
upwards  or  downwards ;  and  such  Duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Collectors  into  the  Chamber  of  London! 

By  §  145,  the  Cbmmon  Council  are  empowered  to 
lower  these  Transit  Rates,  (on  examining  the 
accounts  to  be  kept  concerning  the  Canal,  &c. j  and 
again  to  raise  them  when  nccesary,  but  not  beyond 
their  original  height,  as  before  stated. 

By  §  1 57,  the  Chamberlain  is  directed  to  keep 
accounts  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  to  and  by 
the  City,  arising  as  well  from  the  said  Transit  Rates; 
as  from  the  money  directed  to  be  advanced  to  theifn, 
(see  Chap.  X.  p.  295.) 

By  ^  159,  he  is  also  directed  yearly,  after  the 
Works  shall  be  begun,  to  lay  before  Parliament,  and 
the  Treasury,  true  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  appli- 
cation of  all  money  received  by  the  City  by  virtue  of 
this  Act. 

By  §  155,  the  application  of  the  produce  of  these 
transit  Rates,  is  directed  to  be  as  follows  : — 1st.  For 
paying  the  charges  incurred  in  collecting  and 
receiving  the  same. — id.  For  paying  compensations 
for  Losses,  and  deficiencies  of  Tythes,  Taxe%  Sewer- 
Rates,  and  other  Rates  and  Assessments.— 3d.  In 
discharging  the  necessary  cxpences  of  Attending, 
Managing,  and  Regulating,  (after  being  finished,) 
and  in  Maintaining,  Repairing,  Preserving,  and 
Improving,    the    said    Canal,    &c.   including    the 

charges 
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certain  classes  of  Labourers  in  ^pecifie  «brancbe;  of 
Commerce,  who,  by  the  appointment  of  the  City 
of  London,  possess  exclusive  privileges,  so  far  as 
relate  to  the  measurement,  of  Coals^  Grain,  Salt^ 
Fruiis,  Vegetables,  ^c.  water-borne  oo  the  Thameai 

Certain  other  privileges  also  attach  to  the  Garbling 
of  Merchandise  Imported,  (except  Tobacco,)  and 
to  the  Package,  Scavage,  Balliage,  and'Portage  of 
Goods,  and  the  Package  of  Cloth. 

420  privileged  Carts,  belonging  to  the  Fellowship 
of  Carmen,  {u)  are  also  regulated  by  the  City  of 
London,  who  give  security,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  acting  for  hire  in  the  City.  They  are 
also  compellable  to  do  the  Cartage  business  of  the 
Port  when  called  on,  and  are  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  their  Load,  and  the  conduct  of  their  Ser- 
vants. They  pay  annually  17s.  4d.  to  the  Governors 
of  Christ*s-Hospital  for  their  Licence,  and  23s.  6d. 
for  every  Transfer,  which  is  generally  sold  for 
about  ;^.  100. 

Tackle-house  Porters,  (who  have  about  1,500 
Ticket-Porters  {x)  under  them,)  are  also  regulated  by 
the  City  of  London.  They  have  the  privilege  of  per- 
forming the  labour  of  Unshipping,  Landing,  Carry- 

(u)  These  are  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Dock  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  May  30,  1797*  to  support  600  families. 
This  Society  was  instituted  in  16O5. 

\x)  It  is  stated  in  the  same  Minutes,  that  there  ire  1500  Ticket- 
Porters  in  all,  who  work  under  the  Tackle-house  Portersi  of 
which;  about  joo  are  employed  in  the  business  of  the  Water.sidc. 

ing, 
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Suggestions  for  the  Relief  of  Mariners y  against  Impost^ 

•'       tion'hy  Crimps,  &c. 
#      •  .-       . 

.  It  has  been,  already  stated^ .  that  the  payment  of. 

Wages  and  Prize-money  in,  the  Royal  Navy  is  regu-- 
lated  by  several  Statutes  passed  for  the  purpose. .    It 
i^  to  be  feared,  however,  that  the  very  useful :  Re- 
straints imposed  by  these  Statutes  are  in  too  many 
instances  eluded,  and  are  in  others  inefTectual ;  and 
as  they  do  not  extend  to  the  case  of  Merchant-Ships 
and  Letters. of  Marque,  many  Abuses  exi^t  in  that 
Department  which  ckll  for  Legislative  Interference. 
Notwithstanding  also  the  Laws  which  have  passed, 
with  respect  to  the  hiring  of  Mariners  in  the  Mer- 
chants* Service,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  Men,  par- 
ticularly in  time  of  War,  is  the  cause  of  much  impo- 
sition  and  inconvenience.      These  Evils  and  their 
Remedies  are  the  subject  of  the  following 

PROPOSITION 

For  regulating  ami  controlling  Crimps,  and  Dealers  in 
Seamen  s  Wages  ami  Frize-money. 

There  arc  two  classes  of  Men,  who  arc  at  present 
great  Nuisances  in  the  Maritime  Affairs  of  the  River 
iThamcs.  Those  in  the  first  Class,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  individuals,  arc  denominated 

Crimps. 


These  men  profass  to  pinjcurt  Saanien  foroatr 
bouiul  Ships.  They  frequently  lend  small  sums  i 
thoiigbi)ciS  Muriners,  or  allow  thcin  to  run  scores  i 
iho  Alehouses  which  some  of  them  keep,  or  j 
lK«m  into,  their  debt  for  Boarrf  and  Lodging. 
^.  When  Seamen  are  wanted,  application  is  made  to 

I  these  Crimps.     In  many  instances  where  Ships  have 

lost  nicn,  and  arc  upon  the  point  of  saitrng,  they  late 
'the  advantage  of  the  Captains,  who  are  oficn  stran- 
gfHgy  by  insisting  on  an  extravagant  sum  of'  mooq^n 
being  {Icpc-^itcd.  No  othf;r  mc.ms  cxi-t  ^v^c^{■1^^■ 
Seamen  c;!n  Ic  procured. — The  time  presses. — The 
Ship  is  on  iho  point  of  sailing,  and  the  Ship- Masters 
have  no  other  alternative  but  to  cnnijiiy. 

Men  are  of  course  procured,  who  frequently  run 
away  l)cforc  the  three  Diiys  elapse,  when  tiicy  arc 
retjiiircd  hy  1  Geo.  11.  cap.  3f).  lo  sign  the  agrccmcul 
under  which  the  Pcriahics  of  ihc  Law  aH;ich  for  De- 
sertion ;  and  the  Money  id  ihua  lost,  as  the  Crimps 
pretend  the  Seamen  have  received  it,  altlunich  many 
instances  occur  where  the  strongest  suspicion  is  ts- 
citcd,  tliat  the  Dcscilioii  arises  frtun  ;i  [ireconccrttd 
plan  between  the  Crimps  and  the  Mariners,  thai  they 
may,  after  the  Ship  for  which  t!icv  arc  iiiicnded  sails, 
be  enabled  through  tlie  same  iiH-diutn  to  coniniit 
Frauds  upon  others;  hut  ecu  whtrc  tliis  is  not  the 
case,  the  oniy  means  of  rvcuvcriiig  il;e  ^loticv  Ucm 


tbe  Crimps,  being  by  aa  Actioo  at  law^  ihQ  process 
of  which  is  dilatOFy  and  tedious,  and  where  an  ex* 
pence  must  be  incurred  in  the  first  instance,  to  an 
amount  frequently  equal  to,  or  more  than,  the  sum 
advanced  :  Strapger?  decline  this  mod?  of  seek- 
ipg  J[i^Sticc>  Tb^  Cdoxps  arei  ^wat^i  of  ttii?,  ^^Jtd  con- 
xmQ  their  Imp9gitip.ps  and  Fr%^d^  with  yi^Jpnity. 
Witlji  a  very  few.  exceptioos  the  chief  part  con^sts  of 
men  of  very  loose  aud  abandoned  gbaracters,  and  some 
who  pretend  to  follow  this  profession  have  actually 
been  discovered  to  be  Thieves  upon  the  Town,  and 
pSK^Dijia  V(J^o,  ba^Y^  l?je«3  im^ri^pjrved  on  Charges  of 
Eelopy^  an^<^  pui>/^ed  for  v^ipu^  Q^^^np^f. 

']f he  Evil  i^  9(  gr9m  raa^i^itude  ;  ^i^c^  M^^9" 
dent  Q^  \h^  moij.cy,  of  whii:5b.  Shi4)r]V^a5t,crs.  a^e,  fre* 
quenUy  dj?fraudej(^,  Commerce  ^n4,  Nayi^tipn  i^  oj).- 
structed  itx  a  vcr^  conjsjdqrqj^lje  degree,  by  the  xpagy.- 
natjions.  ojf  sugh  M^ea^ts.. 

To  remedy  these  Eyils,  the  following  Suggestions 
are  offered : 

tst.  That  aH  persons  acting  in  any  instance  "S^hatever  as 
Crimps,  or  who  undcxtajw  tp  proQure.  S^ipen  fqx^ 
Ships  in  the  Merchants*  Service,  shall  be  annually  li- 
censed by  the  Magistrates,  and  shall  eqtfu:  ipto  rcpog.- 
nizance  with  two  Sureties  £br  their  gpod.  behaviour  ; 
with  power  to  Magistrates,  as  in  the  case  of  Alehouses, 
to  refuse  Licences  to  men  of  loose  conduct^  or  of  known 
bad  Character* 

2d.  That  in  all  cases  where  Crimps  refuse  to  return  the 
Money  advanced  to  procure  Seamen,  whether  the  same 
relates  to  the  Premium  or  the  Wages  allotted  to  such 

Seamen, 
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being  In-  length  of  time,  feuod  j4M  ifitft^ 
lircjudiciiil,  was  rcpcalecli'l)/ 5tivV*Anl£%'l&  ' 
und  an  equivalent  was  'givcti'  tonlKl  \St^'  W 
Tendon,  Tor  the  Pmfits  fornifcrly  i^ii^'if'^' 
C:arblcr\s  OfHce,  hy  Iiij'ing  a  'tH'ix'Jitii^yi^/^ 
U>  be  paid  to  the  Chatnhcrlaih'of  ^lic^ff^'H 
Biokcrs  ;  ncvxrthclcss,  The  Lord  Ma^OTj'AldetC, 
men,  atul  Common  Council, 'may  Milt  If  tbejf; 
think  tiling,  appoint  s  Garb]cr  whOi^.f^'llie  IK-* 
cjiicst  of  the  Owner  oT  anv  Spices  or  Xfi'Hfet'^lvi 
bicable,  and  not  othcnvise,  shitll  giffl^  He 
Mmc,  at  such  Fees  as  the  loM'-Mtf^/^ 
may  appoint.  ■  ""*"  •t-^"'-"- 

ad,  Tlic  privileges  of  the  Pj.-l-;^^f  ofClbtTlS  aifftcCT- 
(ain  other  oiilward-lKnituI  Goods   of    I 
Merchants,   Denizens   or    Miens;    ofi 


EIVBA  POLICB.  525 

This  Regulation  would  protect  ignorant  thought- 
less Mariners  from  the  gross  impositions  practised 
upon  them  by  not  a  few  of  the  present  criminal  herd 
of  Crimps  and  fret  ended  Crimps  j  who  at  present  afflict 
the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames. 
* 

The  Second  Class  of  persons  who  are  found  in  ge- 
neral'to  be  great  Public  Nuisances,  are  those  who 
pretend  to  be 

Dealers  in  Seameris  Wages ^  and  Purchasers  of  Prize- 

Money. '^ 

The  known  improvidence  of  the  general  run  of 
Seamen  seems  to  require  an  additional  degree  of 
protection  against  that  Fraud  and  Pillage,  and  those 
gross  Abuses,  to  which  their  total  ignorance  of  the 
means  of  protecting  themselves,  their  peculiar  situa- 
tion,  their  habils  in  life,  and  their  thoughtless  dispo- 
sition peculiarly  oppose  them. 

Unguarded  and  unprotected  as  these  careless 
though  useful  members  of  the  State,  are  at  present, 
it  is  scarcely  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  they  should  at- 
tract the  notice,  and  arrest  the  attention  of  these 
Harpies,  who  prey  upon  the  Public  in  a  great  Me- 
tropolis, and  who  are  ever  to  be  found  in  allthe  prin- 
cipal Commercial  Towns,  ready  to  advance  Money  on 

r 

*  Those  who  follow  the  profession  of  Crimps  are,  almost  withooc 
exception^  Dealers  in  Seamen's  Wages,  and  Purchasers  of  Prize- 
Moncy. 

Assignments 
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Assignments  being  made  by  Seamen  of  W^cs  doc  ; 
or  10  purchase  Prize-money  under  circumstanceji 
greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Seamen  with 
whom  th^  connect  [Iicmsdves,  always  injurious  io 
their  families,  and  defeating  in  the  result  every  means 
which  might  be  ceiablished  to  secure  a  provisioa 
against  Old  Age  and  Infirmities. 

As  the  individuals  who  profess  (o  deal  in  Seamen's 
Wages,  and  to  purchase  Prize- Money  at  the  same 
time,  are  with  some  few  exception?,  a  very  depraved 
Class  of  Men  :  It  seems  highly  expedient,  that  thejr 
also  sho'uld  be  placed  under  Police  Kegobtiooi, 
whereby  they  may  be  roiifincd  to  the  honest  part  nf 
(hcif  profession,  and  restrained  from  committinc'  ac:s 
of  Fraud  and  Oppression — For  this  purpose  it  is 
hiiniblv  proposed : 

1st.  That  all  persons  wlio  are  in  any  respect  direcily  or  In.^l- 
rcclly  cuiiccrncd  in  ttic  purchase  of  Seamen's  Wages  oi 
IVire-mnncv,  or  who  shall,  with  a  view  to  ihcir  o«n 
benefit  and  ailvant.vgc,  aili-anrc  Money  to  Seamen  or 
Marii:cr5,  on  reitii'in^  a  Power  of  Airorney,  or  Will 
and  Power,  or  other  Authority  whatever,  to  receive 
tithcr  Wagts  or  Prize-money,  shall  be  annuallv  Hccn- 
xi  by  Magistrate?,  and  enter  into  a  recognizance  with 
two  Sureties  for  their  good  behaviour  ;  and  that  the  Ma- 
gistrates shoLiid  have  power,  as  In  the  case  of  Alehouses, 
to  refuse  Licences  to  persons  of  loose  conduct,  or  noto- 
rious had  character, 

2(1.  Thit  no  Dealer  in  Stamen's  Wages  shall  be  entitled  lore- 
ccivc  a  larger  Premium  than  7*  per  cent,  for  tl)c  Money 
advanced,  besidi-s  legal  interest,  until  the  said  Money 
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CHAP.    xir. 

•  ■  ■     ■  .  -      . 

•  I  •  •  •  • 

Powers  atid  Functions  o/" /Ar  Teinity-House  Cobpo-> 
RATION^  as  rthiing  to  ihd  Thames  and  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  original  Foundation  and  Incorporation.-^-' 
The  Stat.  8  Eliz.  cap.  1 3.^— Their  Charters  4ind 
Bye- Laws. '^Recapiiulation  of  their  Powers,  by 
Charter  and  Antient  Statutes^  under  Eight  dijferent 
Heads. — Their  Power j^  as  to  Pilots,  enlarged  and 
confirmed,  hy  Stat.  5  Geo.  IL  cap.  20.— An  Abstract 
of  that  Act,  as  relates  thereto : — and  to  Gunpow^ 
der^  ^c.^r- Abstract  of  the  Act  6  Geo.  II.  caf.  29. 
for  Regulating  Last  age  and  Ballastage.— Rates  pay^ 
able  to  the  Corporation  for  Ballast. — Abstract  of  the 
Act  32  Geo.  II.  cap.  \&.  for  further  regulating  Bal^ 
last  and  preventing  the  accumulation  of  Dirt,  Rub- 
bish,  &c.  in  the  River : — An  important  Clause  of 
that  Act,  to  be  observed  hy  House-Keepers  in  Lon- 
don, to  prevent  Dirt  being  thrown  in  the  Streets  and 
Kennels. "^Powers  of  the  Trimty  Corporation,  under 
the  Buniboat  Act,  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. — Under  the 
Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix. — Respecting 
Light'  Houses,  and  the  Dues  payable  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, by  Ships  passing  the  same. — Recapitulation  of 
the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  (Corporation^ 
hy  Modern  Statutes^  under  Eight  Heads. — Conclud- 
ing Observations  on  the  great  Credit  due  to  the 
Members  of  the  Corporation,  for  their  attention  to 
the  performance  of  their  various  Duties. 

The 


crimituU  ■CUssc&.  in  the  Comtnunity^arc 
unwarranlably  enriched. 

Tbc  Purchasers  of  Seamen's  Wflgca,  and  of  Prize- 
money,  arc  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Gravcscnd  and  ibc 
Norc,  wlien  Fleets  arrive,  and  having  provided  Boats 
they  go  on  board  the  Ships  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  men  on  sljurc,  that  tbey  may  avoid  the  Press. 
They  charge  them  an  cxorbiiani  price  for  landing 
thcni  with  their  Cbcsla  and  Bedding,  and  aftcnvardi 
for  conccalmenl :  By  entertaining  tliem  and  furuirfii 
iug  Lodging,  Liquor,  and  Cloaths,  and  in  nuuiy 
elanccs  bringing  Womeo  to  them,  tbc  Seamen  . 
suddenly  in  debt.  They  arc  then  arrested,  and  when 
lo'jkcd  up  uiiii  ill  distress,  compcllL-d  to  give  a  U'lil 
and  roiii-rio  lii'jCriirj)s  lu  receive  their \\ 'agcs,Prizc- 
Aloucyjand  every  tiling  belonging  tf)  them  incascUicv 
should  die.  Tlie  Ciimpsnext  procure  the  Sailors  an- 
other Ship,  for  which  the  Captain  pays  them  Two 
Guineas  Crimpage,  and  a  ccrt.tin  sum  in  addition  is 
paid  by  the  men.  When  the  Sailors  jro  upon  their 
new  Voyage,  ihc  Criin[i  receives  their  \V"ago?,  Frixe- 
Monc),  &c.  and  nukes  what  use  of  their  Property 
!ie  pleases.  Instaneci  have  been  known  where  a  Sea- 
man has  brought  liome  from  30/.  to  -ioL  and  in  a 
lijrtnight  after  he  has  been  u/.  or  15/.  in  debt. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  oppression  uhieh  these 
jHinr  people  stiller,  wliile  the  Crimps  n;ake  large 
sums  ot  Monrv,  and  live  \'ery  estravagniilly  and 
rroJi!SeJ\-. 

It 
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"  Vice/'— The  Preamble  of  the  Act  also  states, — 
That  *'  forasmuch  as  by  the  destroying  and  takino* 
^^  away ccrtainSteeples,Woods,andothcr  marks  stand- 
"  iug  upon  the  Main  Shores  xidjoining  lo  the  Sea- 
'^  Coasts  pf  this  Realm,  of  England  and  Wales,  being  as 
^•'  licacons and  Marksof  AntientTimc,accustomed  for 
"  Seafaring  Men,  to  save  and  keep  them  and  the 
"  Ships  iu  their  charge  from  sundry  Dangers  there- 
"  to  incident  :  divert  Ships,  with  their  Goods  and 
"  Merchandise,  in  sailing  from  Foreign  Parts  to- 
**  wards  this  Realm  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
especially  to  the  Port  and  River  of  Thames,  have 
by  lack  of  such  Marks  of  late  years  been  miscar- 
ried, perished,  and  lost  in  the  Sea,  to  the  great 
"  detriment  and  hurt  of  the  Common  Weal,  and  the 
"  perishing  of  no  small  number  of  people  :" 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration are  authorised  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
and  at  their  own  cost,  to  set  up  as  many  Beacons, 
Marks,  and  Signs  for  the  Sea,  in  such  places  of  the 
Sea-Shores,  and  Uplands  near  the  Sea-Coasts,  or 
Forelands  of  the  Sea,  only  for  Sea-Marks,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  recjuisiic  ;  whereby  the  Dangers  may  be 
avoided,  and  the  Ships  the  better  come  into  their 
Ports  without  peril. — Power  is  also  given  at  the  Costs 
and  Charges  of  the  Corporation,  to  maintain  and  re- 
new the  said  Sea- Marks. 

The  same  A<:t  prohibits  the  removing  or  taking 
down  any  Steeple?,  Trees,  &c.  standing  as  Beacotis 

Z  '         or 


IBF.ATl-H   oy 

i-Af^cr  pcijalty  of  lOOi  or  »n  default 
OfKT.rlcr  to  be  i^-j-j  facto  conii- 


^^■■' 

'I  ■!■-.■ 


■:\  M,i 


lity  Cc'-j'oratijn  to  liccr.<c 

.ili.ii;  jil'ciii    the  River 

■•■  ■  V.iyi.t^L'-i  as  at  other 

U'i.L-rru-J,   ur  any  o'Aiei 

o-  ttliircin  they  shall  be 

!   i!'»v.!i    ihc    said  River 

.  lint  uniiuary  passing  and 

■  ■^'\'s  Pjiijile  tuaniifio, 

■!,:::  -iily  \.\i\U'd   Whcrryim-n, 

■■•  Th.ii  i!ii-so  Mariners  may 

:i-,  p   ami   refrain    themselves 

,  a:i  1   Livvil  Company  J  aad 

,  tliiir  Wives,  and  Childrer." 
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bcr  of  Younger  Brethren^  composed  of  Nautical  Men 
who  have  certain  privileges  and  immunities  granted 
to  them,  such  as  being  exempted  from  cither  serving 
in  or  contributing  to  the  expence  of  the  Militia^  or 
serving  on  Juries  and  Inquests.(^)  Their  House 
and  Offices  have  been  recently  removed  toTower  Hill, 
where  the  Mee;tings  of  the  Corporation  are  held 
every  Thursday,  and  where  there  are  various 
Officers  under  the  direction  of  a  Secretary,  con- 
stantly in  attendance. 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Charter  ef  King 
James  11.  the  Corporation  made  certain  Bye*Law8, 
♦which  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  High  ChanceU 
lor,  and  the  Judges,  on  the  24th  of  June  l687  (by 
Virtue  of  the  Stat.  19  Henry  VII.  cap.  7.)  Of  these 
Bye-Laws  the  following  is  an  Abstract : — 

I  St,  Every  Master,  Pilot,  or  other  Seaman,  refusing  to  appear 
when  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  Corporation,  shall 
forfeit  as  follows, — the  Master  or  Pilot,  131.  4//.  and 
Mariners,  2x. 

ad.  Every  Mariner  going  to  Sea,  withcmt  paying  the  Duties, 
as  they  ought,  to  the  Corporation,  shall  pay  double  on 
their  return,  in  addition  to  what  may  arise  on  the  new 
Voyage.     . 

3d.  Every  Ship-master  and  every  Mate,  who  shall  not  be  on 
board  their  respective  Ships  in  the  River  Thames,  at  or 
above  Black  wall,  while  the  Ship  is  lading  or  discharging,  to 
see  the  Merchandise  orderly  and  safely  received  or  deli- 

(r)  Stow 's  History  of  I<ozidon, 

z  2  vercd, 
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Pleasure- Boats.)     The  Preamble  of  this  Act  redted, 

"  Tbai  it  was  expedient  lo  ascertain  the  quantity  of 
Vessels  employed  in  the  Inland  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion of  Great  Brilain,  and  the  number  of  Men  re- 
tained in  navigating  the  same."  It  appears,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  principally  a  measure  of  Revenue; 
as  Vessels  worked  without  bcitig  registered,  were  di- 
lecu-d  to  be  forfeited  ;  and  the  Penalties  were  reco- 
verable, as  in  cases  of  Offences  against  the  Excoe 
Laws  ;  and  Mu-veylng  OiTicers  appointed  by  the  Ad- 
miralty to  seize  unregistered  Vessels  were  to  be  re- 
warded by  a  sltarc  of  the  produce  of  the  Seizure. 

Under  this  Act,  all  Boats,  Bargts,  &c.  were  to  be 
registered  with  ihc  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  ibc 
Burthen,  Owner's  Name,  and  Place  of  Abode,  &c. 
were  to  be  painted  on  the  outside  of  the  Stern,  on 
Penalty  from  2u/.  to  5/. 

The  continuaiiccof  the  Aet  was  declared  to  be  till 
April  5,  17g8,  and  to  tlie  end  of  the  then  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament.  This  Law  docs  not  appear  to 
have  been  continued,  nur  to  be  now  in  force.  The 
timt  for  registering  Vessels  was  enlarged  by  ^  3.  of 
cap.  1  li  of  the  same  Session. 


y1  General  Ficv;  of  the  Katurl  and  Prifia^k  of  ihs 
^av, gallon  Att^. 

The  present  condition  of  our  Marine  (says  Black' 

stone)  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to    the  salutary 

Provisions  of  the  Stalutci  called  l\icI\\i-jigalion  JcH  \ 

whereby 
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be  an  Elder  Brother  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  obstructing 
him  is  by  that  Act  punished  with  a  Penaly  of  5/.] 

9th.  Any  member  of  the  Corporation,  who  shall  set  his  name 
to  any  Bill,  Petition,  &c.  to  Parliament  or  inferior  Juris- 
dictions, in  name  of  Seamen  in  general,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Master,  Warden,  and  Assistants,  shall  forfeit  5/. 

loih.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or  blaspheme, 
while  on  Ship-board,  shall  forfeit  i/.  to  the  Poor's  Box. 

Every  Mariner  hired  to  serve  on  board  of  :iny  Ship,  who 
shall  lie  on  shore  during  the  Voyage  without  leave,  shall 
forfeit  2s.  bd,  to  the  Poor's  Box. 

Every  Mariner  being  in  perfect,  health,  who  shall  ab* 
sent  himself  from  prayers,  being  performed  according  to 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  who  shall  not 
repair  thither,  after  the  ring  of  the  Bell,  shall  forfeit  bd. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  drunk,  shall  forfeit  is. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and 
who  shall  not  obey  the  Master's  lawful  commands,  or  the 
Mate's  or  Boatswain's,  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  half  his 
Month's  Pay. 

lith.  Every  Mariner  shipping  himself  with  any  Master  for  a 
Voyage,  and  afterwards  deserting,  and  shipping  himself 
with  another  ; — the  Master  with  whom  he  sails  may  de- 
tain 2J.  in  thtt  pound  of  his  Wages,  for  the  time  he  serv- 
eth  in  the  Ship, 

1 2th.  Every  Commander  of  a  Ship  hiring  any  Mariner  to  sail 
with  him  on  a  Voyage,  siiall  take  in  writing,  under  the 
Seaman's  liand,  upon  what  condition  he  is  entertained  and 
to  submit  hiinscU  to  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Trinity-House. 


The  Forfeitures  to  go  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 


Til 
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III  ad.lition  to  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Charters 

grjrr.fii  :a  tills  Bodv,  together  with  the  subsequent 
Acts  ot"  pLiriMincnt,  authorised  them  to  appcunt 
/.-■■;./:••'■".■ -7  (iuUi-s,  to  coiiHiict  Ships  and  Vessels 
cut  «(:'..■•  K:.'T  Thames  and  Medway;and  to  make 
cnirr-  f  T  t:..:  maintenance  and  increase  of  Naviga- 
tion,  aii'i  t:.'-- trovernmcmot'Manners  ;  and  for  pre- 
venting r.!i;ii'\;i:iccs  on  the  Kivcr  Thames, (J) 

Uj  '111  :!:..■  w  linlt',  the  Aincnonp  oi'  this  Corporation, 
excrcin-l  !y  virtue  of  those  Charters  (and  ancient 
S;a'.u;c-i  ii..;y  be  Miininctl  up  under  tlie  following 
hc;i<ls  :— 

I.  7  ;.i;.  r-.-rr-zc  a:iii  si  i  per  in  It  rd  ;in  cx'erisive  Charity,  ind 
cx' :  ;  c  t!.j  I  aimi.a^i.- trt-icd  by  a  Fund,  arJMng  from  die 
Fn-i;!!  I'.i  lie  Jilc  .jf  Balioit,  &>:.  and  appiitd  for  the  relief 
ar.i  tiicir  Widows,  ar,d  Ua  ihe  support  of 
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IV.  They  are  authorised  to  license  p<x>r  MariiiiVSy  (although 
not  free  of  the  Watermen's  CompanyJ  to  ply  for  hire  in  the 
River  Thames. 

V»  They  are  authorised,  as  nautical  men,  to  examine  per* 
sons  who  are  candidates  for  the  situation  of  Masters  and 
Mates  in  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War,  and  to  certify  their 

fitness. 

VI.  They  examine  the  Youths  in  Christ's  Hospital,  who 
receive  a  mathematical  education  with  a  view  to  nautical 
pursuits* 

VII.  They  appointed  and  regulated  Pilots. 

VIII.  They  have  the  sole  privilege  of  supplying  Ships  with 
Ballast,  that  pass  between  London- bridge  and  the  Main  Sea. 

These  appear  to  be  the  rights  exercisable  by  the 
Corporation  under  their  Charters  and  Bye-Laws. 
With  respect  to  the  two  latter,  and  most  important 
of  them,  it  was  soon  discovered  in  the  progress  of 
society,  that  stronger  powers  were  necessary  than  those 
conferred  by  the  Charters;  not  only  to  prevent  innova- 
tions and  abuses,  but  also  to  remedy  damages  and 
annoyances  upon  the  River.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  1732,  this  respectable  Body  found  it  necessary 
to  apply  to  Parliament,  when  tbcir  exclusive  powers 
respecting  the  appointnjcnt  and  control  of  Pilots 
were  confirmed  and  explained  by  the  Act  5  Geo. 

II.  c.  20.(0 

By 

(/)  The  following  are  the  words  of  the  preamble  of  this  Act,  to 
which  some  allusion  has  been  already  made,  and  iK^hich  vill  more 
folly  explain  the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  claimed  and  exercised 
by  this  Corporation :— - 

«  Whereas 


lii-yj 


KIVER  POLICE.  845 

as  Pilot  down  the  River  of  Thames,  or  through'  the 
North  Channel  to  or  by  OrfordmsSj  or  round  the 
Long  Sand-Head  into  the  Downs,  or  down  the  South 
Channel  into  the  Downs,  or  from  or  by  Orfordness, 
up  the  North  Chamely  or  the  River  of  Thames^  or 
the  River  Medwajy,  without  being  licensed  under 
the  seal  of  the  Corporation,  shall,  on  conviction^ 
before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, or  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  Kent,  or 
Surry,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  forfeit  20l. 
But  the  Act  does  not  extend  to  an  obligation  on  the 
Master  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  Coal  or  Coast* 
ing  Trade,  to  employ  a  Pilot.  And  it  has  been  de- 
termined, that  this  penalty  does  not  attach  on  per- 
sons steering  Vessels  from  one  Wharf  to  another, 
down  the  River,  for  the  purpose  merely  of  unlading 
their  Cargoes. 

The  same  Act  (§  8)  subjects  all  licensed  Pilots 
to  the  regulations  and  government  of  the  Corpo- 
ration (except  with  regard  to  keeping  their  turns, 
and  settling  the  rates  of  Pilotage)  and  to  the  payment 
of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one   shilling  in  the  pound 

also  his  Majesty's  Docks  and  Yards,  and  the  Tower  and  City  of 
London,  and  the  lives  of  divers  persons  may  be  greatly  endangered: 
And  whereas  tlie  powers  and  authorities  vested  in  the  said  Corpo. 
ration,  are  found  not  sufficient  or  efliectual,  to  remedy  and  pre- 
vent  the  mischiefs  and  ill-practices  before-mentioned:  There- 
fore, for  promotirg  and  securing  a  more  safe  Navigation  for 
Ships  and  Vessels,  in  the  River  of  Thames,  and  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual preventing  and  remedying  the  dangers,  mischiefs  aixl  annoy- 
ances upon  the  said  Riverj  below  London^bridge/'  It  i$  enac- 
tedj  ^c, 

on 
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I'n-.  f;>r  till"  hifnelit  o("  ilie  poor.  A  powtr 
v"i  l>\  thfi  Corpuratiuii  {by  %  Q)  to  call  in 
:;m  iil'anv  Pilnt,  who  iiiihcoiiducts  himself ; 
-  1  \r.!riiri,iticii  orthc  caic. 
TO  A<-[,  artiT  cBtabli-hing  certain  reguh- 
i  1  VMv  C<iu)p(nvili:r.  fjiiiifi  ofs-hottcd  Guns, 
!i;;  I'licii,  Tar,  &r.  on  hn;itfl  of  Ships  and 
-.wfi-'.t  Lnndon  briHp;r  and  Black vva]I.(whic:h 
ii;.id  iKTcaticr;)  declares  (^  5)  that  for  the 
■  iviry  of  Oficntlcr:^,  it  shall  be  law  Ail  for  the 
;.>iil(-iii:,  and  Agsiflaiit.s  tonppoint  any  Lidcr 
Jlr.iil.v-.  I  y  ;i;i  hi-lriiineut  under  tin ir  Ciiinmon  S»:al, 
bi.i\M<.;i  M:ii-vi>;ii^  and  sun-scttiiig,to  board  any  Trad. 
iiij;Siiij!(ir\  i>-cl.aiiciscarrh  for I'owder.Ciur.s  shotted, 
arnl  ilic  l.iMiitii^  and  inciting  of  Pitch  and  coinbua- 
tihif  M;:;iiMs,  wiihin  ilic   limits  slated  in  the  Act : 
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The  Statute  6  Geo.  II.  c.  29, — (entitled  an  Act  for 
the  better  Regulation  of  hostage  and  Ballastage^  on 
the  River  Thames) — ^Recites,  "  That  the  Trinity 
House  have^  by  grants  from  the  Crown,  the  Last* 
age  and  Ballastage,  and  the  8o|p  right  of  8iippl}nng 
all  Ships  and  Vessels  with  Ballast,  that  sail  between 
London  bridge  and  the  Main  Sea,  at  the  rates  and 
prices  accustomed  ;  and  that  they  are  entitled,  and 
have  a  right  to  dig,  and  take  up  the  Gravel,  Land 
and  Soil  of  the  River  of  Thames,  for  Ballasting  such 
Ships  and  Vessels  as  aforesaid.  That  for  this  pur- 
pose they  have  employed,  for  several  years,  Oo  Bal- 
last Lighters  and  120  men,  to  dig  and  raise  Ballast 
from  the  Shelves  and  Sand  Banks  of  the  River,  for 
Ships  and  Vessels  having  occasion  for  the  same. 
That  by  this  operation  the  Channel  of  the  River  had 
been  considerably  deepened,  and  several  obstructions 
to  the  Navigation  removed  : 

*^  That  4d  per  Ton  had  been  paid  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, to  two  Ballast-men,  for  raising  the  same,  and 
2d.  per  Ton  for  the  use  of  the  Lighters, — in  all  6d. 
That  the  Corporation  have  received  Qd.  per  Ton  for 
Ballasting  Ships  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade,  and 
12d.  per  Ton  for  Ballast  furnished  to  British,  and 
l6d.  per  Ton  to  foreign  Ships  and  Vessels.  That 
the  Net  Profits  arising  from  these  Rates  and  Duties, 
are  applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of 
many  hundreds  of  decayed  Seamen,  their  Widows 
and  Orphans.  That  great  Frauds  had  been  committed 
by  Ballast-men  in  not  delivering  the  due  Tonnage. 

That 
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!  i^t-iT'11  aii'l  Ownrr?  of  Liphtcrs,  had 
'  1-  the  pricr  nt'  ProviMOiis  and  l-ibour 
:  Iv.Ki.-i-tl,  anii  that  hv  reason  of  the 
I. Ill  !i  (Iccpfr.  ihe  BiiI;Ht  wa-;  more  dif- 
! -^-'1  than  tbr:ni:rl\-,  and  riirthcr  to  be 
'•■-•■  Liglitcrs  were  oblijrcd  to  be  Ptroiig^r 
■■'(i'.icd  wiihMa>:s,  Sails  jind  oiherRig- 
;  unless  i!ie  \\'agcs  and  Hire  of  Ballast- 
I'cr- wvrcrai-Sid,  the  Lighters  could  not 
c;:liic  lor  the  jMirposc  intended,  nor  th* 
!i:ii]ii:iin  themselves  and  families: 
IJ;ui.!si-men  had  cntcrL-d  into  a  Combi- 
ii;;  \o  wdi'k,  and  had  demanded  and 
:i  M'veijil  Ship- Masters,  an  advance  of 
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But  these  Rates  arc  in  no  respect  to  alter  the 
price  of  Washed  Ballast j  delivered  to  any  Ship. 

Upon  oath^  before  the  Supervisor  of  the  Ballast- 
Office^  being  an  Elder  Brother^  Ballast-men  shall 
forfeit  2s.  fid.  per  Ton,  for  short  deliveries  of  Bal- 
last, which  shall  afterwards  be  made  good  by  the 
Corporation  •  to  the  party  injured,  under  the  penalty 
of  50l.  to  be  recovered  in  the  Superior  Courts, 
(^  3, 4.) 

A  penalty  of  5l.  is  inflicted  (by  ^  6)  on  Ballast- 
men  refusing  to  work  at  the  wages  appointed,  or  not 
conforming  to  the  directions  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Ballast-Office — For  breach  of  contract,  or  joining 
in  combinations  to  raise  wages. 

A  Regulation  is  also  established  for  more  correctly 
ascertaining  the  burthen  of  the  Ballast  Lighters,  by 
marks  on  the  stem  and  stern,  that  the  Tonnage  may 
be  computed  by  a  gradual  progression  of  two  Tons 
and  a  half;  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Frauds 
in  this  respect,  the  body  of  Ship-masters  taking 
Ballast,  may  appoint  persons  to  inspect  the  marks  of 
the  Lighters,  and  on  discovering  or  suspecting  any 
fraudulent  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
weighed  within  ten  working  days  after  a  request  is 
made  to  the  Corporation,  and  if  a  Fraud  is  detected, 
the  offending  party  shall  forfeit  3l. — if  not,  the  per- 
son applying  shall  pay  the  expence  of  re-weighing 
the  Lighter.  (§  7,  8.) 

When  Ballast  Lighters  are  conveyed  to  Ships, 
the  Masters  may  appoint  the  Mate,  and  any  other 
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CIcT^ :  f(M-  which  lie  nlay  be  tried  irt  tHc  Cbuntr 
where,  the  Offence  is  commiuoti,  or  where  he  is 
spprc?ient!ctl. 

*'  When  any  Place  is  Infei^fed  with  (he  Flagne ; 
or  when  any  Order  made  By  his  !V&jest)'  cdQcemtn^ 
Quarantine,  if  iiiiy  Vessel  attempt  to  enter  into  any 
Port  in  Great  Britain,  &c.  the  principal  Officer  of 
the  Ciwnnis,  or  Person  appointed  to  see  Quonmtiiw 
performed,  must  go  off,  or  cause  some  other  Person 
so  to  do,  and,  at  convenient  distance,  dcttiand  the 
Name  of  the  Ship  and  Commander  ;  at  what  Plac6 
the  Cargo  was  taken   on  board ;  what  Places  At 

tmii-Iicd  nl  iii  Iier  Vo\'nq;c"  :  fini!  \\het?i*ranv  arrl 
v.liich  of  ilu'iii  wcTc.  i;ifcc:cd  with  ihcPtngiiC;  how 
lonf; -!ic  !;:'.:!  been  on  !icr  Pa^-iigc  ;  how  manv  Pcr- 
?n!is  were  on  board  when  slic  set  sail  ;  nhcihcrany, 
an<l  whr.t  Pfrsons  on  board,  during  the  Voyage,  had 
been,  or  ;irc,  inlccted  vMih  ihc  Fin^i-c ;  how  many 
difd  in  ilic  WiyjLjc,  and  of  «  hat  Distcinj^cr ;  what 
Vis-rls  hv-,  or  any  of  his  Ship's  Company  with  his 
privilv,  \v'.-nt  on  board,  or  had  any  of  their  Company 
come  on  bo:ud  his  \'cs«ct,  in  l!ie  Voyage;  to  what 
r'[irf  <^\:ch  \'c>-cls  belonged  ;  anil  finallv,  the  true 
Cmtciits  of  bi>  Lading,  lo  tlic  best  of  his  knou'ledge. 
If  it  ajijitiiT';  ihat  any  Person  on  board  is  infecled, 
or  ilio  Siiiji  i-.  ulihged  to  perform  Qiiaranlinc,  the 
Oiru'ursof  his  Majesty's  Siiips  of  War,  Fori-,  orGar- 
ri-oi!'i,  oraitv  nthcr  Ofricers,  arc,  upon  notice  given 
tlieni,  to  uTd',;chcr  tr>  20  to  the  Ptare  appointed  for 
tVjt  purpo-L-,  by   any   Puree  or   \'iolencc  iieci;ss;irv. 
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which  service  the  Corporation  ;  are  entitled  to  <k^ 
mand  6d.  per  Ton,  for  every-  Tpn.  of  Ballast 
received  into  their  Lighters^  in  .24  hours  after  the 
same  shall  be  carried  avv^y  ;  which  money  shall  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  Foot  of  the  Corporation^ 
(§8,9,10.)  :. 

Any  person  throwing  any  Rubbis))^  Ashes^  Dirt, 
or  Soil  from  any  Wharf,  Quay  or  Bank  adjoining, 
or  near  the  River  Thames,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter,  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  4os.  (§  11.) 

By  §  13  of  this  Act(j^)  it  is  recited  '^  that  gi^t 
quantities  of;  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth,  and  Soil,  are  frequently  thrown  into  the 
Streets,  Lanes,  and  Common  Passages,  of  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  Liberties  and 
Suburbs  thereof,  and  that  Scavengers  or  Rakers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  cleanse  such  Strp,ets,  do  fre- 
quently put  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth  and  Soil,  into  the  Kennels,  from  whence 
it  is  carried  or  forced  down  into  the  River 
1'hames,  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  Navigation 
thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  the  Docks 
and  Wharfs,  contiguous  to  the  said  K.iver  ;"  for 
remedy  whereof  it  is  enacted,  that  no  Person  shall 
lay,  throw,  or  put  any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes, 
Dirt,  Filth,  or  Soil,  in  any  Street,  Lane,  Gommon- 
way,  or  Passage,  in  London  or  Westminster  ;  other 

{g)  This  clause  applies  to  every  Housc-keeper  in  London,  and 
ought  to  be  more  generally  known  and  understood  than  it  appears 
tobe^ 

A  A  than 
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for  apprehending  Ofienders ;  which  Warrants  may 
be  excciued  as  well  OQ  the  Riveras  on  Shore. 

The  Provisions  of  the  Statute^  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. 
(generally  called  the  Bumboat  Act)  as  &r  as  th^ 
relate  to  the  criminal  Police  of  the  River,  have  been 
already  shortly  detailed  (see  Chap.  II.  p*  42 ;  44-'^-^6.) 

By  this  Act  the  Trinity  Corporation  are  authorised 
to  license  Bumboats  used  and  navigated  upon  the 
River  Thames,  betivcen  London  Bridge,  and  the 
Lower  Hope  Point,  for  the  purpose  of  celling  Greens, 
Liquors,  Slops,  Fruit,  and  other  Articles  among  the 
Shipping,  and  it  is  enacted,  that  none  should  be  per- 
mitted,  exoept  such  as  entered  at  the  OfHce  of  the 
Trinity  House,  and  which  shall  be  navigated  only 
between  Sun-rise  and  Sun-set ;  the  said  Boats  having 
inaiked  upon  them,  in  legible  characters,  the  Names 
and  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Owners,  and  such  num- 
bers  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Corporation  ;  who 
shall  cause  all  such  Entries  to  be  registered  in  a 
book  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  for  which 
a  fee  of  5s.  shall  be  paid  and  no  more.  (§  1 — 4.) 

The  Act  further  authorises  the  Trinity  Corjx>ra- 
tion,  or  such  Persons  as  they  shall  depute  and  ap- 
point under  the  Seal  of  their  Corporation,  to  stop, 
search,  and  detain,  in  some  Place  of  Safety,  anv 
Boat,  which  there  shall  be  reason  to  suspect  has 
any  Ropes,  Cordage,  Tackle,  or  Apparel,  Furniture, 
Stores,  or  Materials  of  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or 
Lading  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  Thames,  and  to 
carry  the  Person,  suspected  to  be  concerned,  before 

A  A  2  a  Justice, 


!.:,'i'  Mitli  a-  the  Law  rfirecti — ^  j. 
';  IVti.ihic'  t'l  lie  paiti  to  the  Per- 
-  liic  ()iti'iif!i.-:"-.  or  pivir'.j;  infoniis- 
i-r  !■■  ilic  l'"or  ')t  t!ic  Tniiitv  Cyr- 


'I'ii  i'  ■..  r-.  i'('  ilii-i  Ci.rj  rjr;:::(in.  with  rcspert  to 
..■(ici..-.-  I'..!..f  .■ttlu-Tlu'i..--.  ar.d    thu-  Port  of 

,„:„:i.;,^'-h-:ik-r..'i.;i!r-ol  1-y  the  //W-/1;.-i- ./,-/. 
ii  f  IiK.  [1|,  I  :m>.  i\ix.  ;ilri';i.iv  s*j  otti-n  alluded  to. 

iv.  ■■  T'l'i  ilii-'  Acr,  till! 'rriiiiiv  Corjjoration  are 
1    r>, ;,!■;■    ;.;"!  .:iiiir(ivi'  (jf  Ilarlxmr-Manerss.   aji- 

i-iii-i  ■■.  i!.^-  \a-uI  Mav<ir  lis  CoH'^prvHtor  of  iltL- 
.>■;  -,  .i'i-l  ::■  .  -.'..rri'  uf  the  I'Jilor  Brotliren  may  pro- 
1.-,   t;,'-'ii  •'■■■■  r.-ii;')Vtu  I'll  niifiu'ii'iit  taiisf.  for  neg- 

ri  .,t.l:;:%..riiu.'i..,.tnct. 

ii,   >  P    .  :■'.■  IiV'-l.riw<, which  arc  to  be  made  b) 
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pany,  are  not  legally  eligible  until  previously  exa- 
mined by  the  Trinity  Corporation,  and  a  Certificate 
obtained  of  their  being  properly  qualified  to  execute 
the  Office. 


Light-Houses. 

The  functions  of  this  Corporation  also  extend  to 
Light-houses ;  and  they  arc  entitled  by  various 
Charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  to  demand  and 
receive  by  their  Collectors,  from  every  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel which  has  passed^  or  is  about  to  pass  by  the  se- 
veral Lights  undermentioned,  the  following  Tolls 
and  Duties  ; 


From  Briliih  Ships 

Fn^riv 

h  roil  I 
Coaster*. 

Light-Houses. 

bound  to  Furd^jn  Ports. 

Stran>;cr  Ships. 

per  Ton. 

pv^.r  'J 

In 

per  Ves.s-'l. 

1 

Out            In           ; 

Out 

Out         In| 

d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

s,  d. 

ud. 

Edystone     • 

I 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Portland  .  • 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Caskets  .     • 

1 

! 

2 

I 

I 

0  6  1  o  6| 

Lizard   .     . 

i 

I 

I 

2            2 

Scilly     .     . 

i 

L 

X 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Milford  .    . 

I 

1 

2 

2 

I 

I 

Needles 

I 

1 

i. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Owers    •     • 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

N.  B.  All  Ships  are  rated  by  Law,  according  to  their  full  Ton- 
juige,  and  are  subject  to  the  above  Duties  every  time  they  pass  the 
said  Lights,  whether  laden  or  empty.  But  it  h.is  been  dcter^ 
xnined,  by  the  Court  of  King's  bench«  that  under  the  Statutes  4  An. 
c.  20.  and  8  An.  c.  17,  British  Ships,  sailing  from  Foreign  Port 
to  Foreign  Port,  and  not  touching  at  any  place  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  are  not  liable  to  pay  the  Duties  for  passing  the  Edystonc 
Light, 

Further 
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The  ancient  Powers  and  Privileges  of  this  respect- 
able Corporation  have  already  been  detailed  under 
eight  Heads  in  the  former  pages  of  this  Chapter. 
These  have  been  enlarged  and  confirmed  by  the 
Statutes^  of  which  Abstracts  have  been  given  ;  and 
the  following  summary  View  will  shew  the  addiiiofial 
Powers  which  have  been  conferred  by  modem  Acts 
of  the  Legislature. 


IX.  Functions  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  board  and  inspect  y^ 
sels  in  the  Thames*  between  London  Bridge  and  Black- 
wall,  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  shotted,  &c.  and  to  detect 
and  prevent  the  danger  which  arises  from  heating  and  melt« 
ing  Pitch,  and  other  Combustible  Matter. 

X.  To  license  Bumboats  for  the  sale  of  Liquors,  Greens,  &c« 

among  the  Shipping,  from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point. 

XI.  To  depute  persons  under  the  Seal  of  the  Corporation,  to 
act  as  River  OfRcers  in  seizing  and  bringing  to  Justice^ 
persons  committing  Offences  against  the  Bumboat  Act. 

XIL  To  examine  and  approve  of  Harbour- masters  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  and  to 
dismiss  them  in  case  of  misconduct. 

XIIL  To  examine  and  approve  of  Dock-Masters  appointed  by 
the  Directors  of  the  West-India  Dock  Company,  befoiiB 
they  can  be  admitted  to  execute  their  Functions. 

XI V.  To  examine  the  Bye-Laws  made  by  the  Lord  Mayor  aol 
City  of  London,  and  to  state  their  objections,  if  any^  io 
the  first  instance,  to  the  Lord  Mayor ;  and  if  not  obviated» 
to  submit  such  objections  to  the  Judges,  before  diey  con- 
firm, and  allow  such  Byc-Lawi. 

XV.  To 
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be  tried,  miiy  miiignte  tbe  ssme,  w  as  not  lo  be  hit 

than  50/. 

The  C!au9C  in  33  Geo.  III.  c.  6ft,  noticed  in  p.  548, 
is,  by  this  Coni-oy  Act,  ordered  to  be  paimcd  on  a 
board,  nnd  fixed  in  some  oonflpicuous  part  of  every 
Merchant -Ship,  on  penalty  of  .^o/. 


In  czst  of  any  S 
Policies  of  Irsi 
laden  therein,  by  s 
without  Convoy,  a 
a  penalty  of  21 
ffurance,  or  Jl 
thereon. 

Prcviniis  (0  cIcariiicT  o 
tcr  or  Cenumanck-r  irnj' 
house,  with  one  Surtiv 
value  of  the  Ship,  rnt  to  s;:il  «il!iout  Convov,  nor 
to  depart  llHnfioiii  ;  ajiil  ihi-s  extends  to  Ships 
clrHilnprm  ir  ovdcr  toj<.'i:i   C'oiivoy. 

The   r\'n;i!l;cs  ;irc   rtcovcrnlic   Ly  Action  in  the 
siif'crior  Courts. 


ig  without  ConrpyiD 
thereon,  or  en  Goods 
n  privy  to  her  sailing 
Ed  null  and  \x>id  ;  and 
I  on  Panics  to  such  In- 
g   or  {laying   any  Icsi 

It  from  the  Port,  the  Mjs- 
t  ^':\e  Bond  at  the  Custoni- 
pciialiy    ccjuai   to  ihc 


C/  dialnir^   I tllits  t/ JIA. > .j f.r ;  atul  ihe  I'^^hJaliti:! 
iu  it  itiLfiui  in  Cc;;jif K/j.ce. 

P_\  Suuiitc  '3  Geo.  in.  rnp.  CO.  §  15,  A!I  Ap- 
pliciitioi'.s  to  iht  Ailniir;.'')  to  ollaiti  l.tttcr?  of 
MiiKji.c  iruit  be  ni;.(k  ii.  \*i;iirig,  setting  foitli  the 
e5.:;tidi.bt.-iiiJtioti  of  the  Vcisc!,  .'j.i;cilyi[.g  h^r  >.".iinc 
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In  the  performance  of  their  duty,  not  only  much 
Nautical  Science  is  necessary,  but  no  sma'l  degree  of 
personal  labour ;  and  both  are  unquestionably  ma- 
nifested in  tiie  progress  rf  the  Business  which  occu- 
pies the  attention  of  this  Board.  The  Establiishment 
forms  an  honourable  retreat  to  able  and  respectable 
Mariners  who,  in  fulfilling  this  important  trust  with 
zeal  and  talent,  do  real  credit  to  themselves,  and  an 
essential  service  to  their  Country. 

ami  effectual  manner  in  which  they  have  co-opcratcd  with  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Policey  and  the  candour  with  which 
(judging  from  what  passed  under  their  own  view;  they  have  expres. 
ted  their  sentiments  of  the  Public  Benefits  derived  from  that 
Ixuticution. 


CHAP. 


posed  on  the  Custom-hoi 
Certificate. 

By  )  9  of  the  same  A 
the  conduct  of  Commam 
War,  or  in  the  Service  of 
tains  of  whom  ihey  are  ti 
also  to  British  Consuls  at 
set  as  Custom-house  0& 
British  Ports. 

A  Penalty  of  500/.  rcco' 
cord,  is  impossed  on  the 
Marque,  neglecting  or  tn 
going  Regulations  ;  and  i 
Utble  to  the  Penalties  < 
neglect  or  transgression  i 
become  null  and  void. 

It  may  be  proper  also 
restrictions  on  ransoming  • 
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for  the  ransom  of  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  taken  as  a 
Prize,  and  shall  in  pursuance  thereof,  actually  quit, 
set  at  liberty,  or  discharge  any  such  Prize,  instead  of 
bringing  the  same  into  some  Port,  (unless  in  case  of 
extreme  necessity,  to  be  allowed  by  the  Courts  of  Ad* 
miralty,)  shall  forfeit  his  Letter  of  Marque,  and 
shall  be  punished  by  Fine  and  Imprisonment,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court. 

The  37  th  Section  of  the  said  Act  provides,  that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Subjects  to  ransom,  or  con- 
tract, or  agree  to  ransom,any  British  Ship  or  Vessel,  or 
any  Merchandise  or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  cap- 
tured by  the  Subjects  of  any  State  at  War  with  his 
Majesty,  or  by  any  Persons  committing  Hostilities 
against  his  Majesty*s  Subjects, 

All  Contracts  and  Agreements  entered  into,  and 
all  Bills,  Notes,  and  other  Securities,  given  by  any 
Person,  for  Ransom  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer- 
chandise or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  are  (by 
§  38  of  the  Act)  declared  to  be  absplutely  null 
and  void. 

Any  Person  who  shall  ransom,  or  contract,  or 
agree  to  ransom,  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer« 
chandise,  or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  shall,  for  every 
such  Offence,  forfeit  500/.  recoverable  with  full 
Costs  of  Suit,  in  any  Court  of  Record. 


Respecting 


TBBATlse  OK 


RespnI'mg  Pilotage. 


\ 


In  addition  to  what  is  stated  in  page  345,  afi  to 
Pilots  under  the  JurUdiction  of  the  Trinity -Uouic, 
for  Ship?  dtAvti  the  Thames,  it  is  to  be  ubsen'cd,  ibit 


by  the  Statute  3  G 
March  lb,  I8OO)  m 
any  Ships  from  Dovi 
to  any  pbce  in  tlie 
such  as  have  been 
Trimtji'IJouu  of  f, 
Society;  on  Pcniiliv, 
the  scc.HuI  'ZoL  an.l  t'or  cm 
recoverable  in  liiu  Cuiiit  cf 
I'orts,  or  in  the  niMieiioi-  Cui 


p.  }3.  (now  in  furoc  till 
I  arc  pcnniltcd  to  plot 
or  the  lilc  of  TbaneJ, 
Tltfwwi  or  MeJajy,  hex 
d  and  Approved  by  ibe 
and  admitted  into  Uui 
c  first  Offcncr,  ofl^!^ 
■yy  ^iibscqi;c::i  o.'ic  40.', 
Ailinirjilty  o:  '.\:c  Cimjiic 
i|■|^tl^Uccor(l.  Ma^-.crs 
I  Dial 


or  Mates  of  Vcsm'Is,  ur  Part -Owners  residir 
may  pilot  tlicir  own  \  c^m.-N.  And  if  a  (ji;.;!L;icd 
I'ilot  is  not  ready  \\iihin  cue  Ikhit,  no  reiiali\  at- 
taches (or  employing  a  Pilot  not  of  tlic  Tri;i;;y- 
Hoiisc.  !Mahtcrs  ni;iy  choose  ilicir  Pilots;,  and  if  a 
Pilot  is  nut  cin[)loyeiI  iit  Icam  twice  a  year,  he  is  no; 
to  coiitif.uc  in  the  Soeicy. 


The 
viz : — 


fPil 


arc  also  settled  by  lliis  Acf, 


\  es^cIs  ilrav,  irig  Seven  Foot  Water 
Ve=;elbUia\\ing  Eijjht  I'oot  Water 


0      0 
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within  three  months,  the  Directors  in  their  option, 
may  either  site,  or  declare  the  share  of  such  De« 
faulter  to  beforfeited  in  fevourof  the  other  Propri- 
etors— §  44. — ^No  advantage  to  be  taken  of  any 
Forfeiture,  until  notice  given  in  writing,  nor  until 
the  same  be  declared  forfeited  at  a  General  Meeting 
of  the  Company,  held  within  six  months  thereafter. 
And  in  all  such  cases,  persons  thus  ceasing  to  have 
an  interest  in  the  undertaking  are  indemnified 
against  Actions  subsequent  thereto — §  45. 

Where  the  Representatives  of  deceased  Sub- 
scribers, decline,  or  neglect,  to  answer  the  Calls 
that  are  made,  the  Company  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
admit  other  persons  as  Proprietors  in  their  stead,  on 
repayment  of  Money  advanced  by  such  Proprietor 
— §  46. 

General  Meetings  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of 
London,  on  not  less  than  seven  days'  notice  to  Sub- 
scribers,  both  days  being  inclusive — §  47. 

Within  one  month  after  passing  the  Act,  the 
Company  are  directed  to  choose  by  Ballot : — • 

f  Persons^  Members  of  the  Company,  holding 
L         2,ooo  /.  Stuck. 
,  f  Persons,    being    Aldermen    of   the  City  of 

t  London. 

f  Persons,    being    Common   Council-men    of 
^  '  '    '        I  London. 


and  these  21  shall  be  called  the  Direciers,  for  mana- 
ging the  alFairs  and  business  of  the  Company. 

These 
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These  Directors  arc  autfaorised  to  dcpt  fart^l 
among  themsclTCs  two  penoni,  to  be-tha  ChaiiaHi 
and  Deputy  Chairman  of  tbe  Court  :Qf  IXiaekMb 

and  of  the  General  MeetiDga  c£  the 
The  Directors  not  being  Iflsa  than  fivc^. shall 
the  times  and  places  of  meeting. — The  Diraetan  to 
remain  in  OHice  until  others  are  chosen  in  their 
stead,  unless  they  sliatl  die,  be  remo\-cd,  or  dis- 
qualiBed  by  not  holding;  suflideiu  StocJc,  or  bj 
ceasing  to  be  an  Alderman  or  Common  OouiKaJ' 
man.  The  New  Directors  chosen  to  replace  these, 
shall  remain  in  Offu a:  no  longer  than  tbotB  ia 
whose  stc-ad  ihcy  were  a{Tpoinied»  coutd  hne  f» 
mained — ^  48. 

Five  at  least  of  the  tweniy-onc  Dircctois,  shall 
of  Office  by  rotaiJon  <:vcry  year,  and  five 


of  Office  shall,  each  year,  be  ascertained  by  draw-* 
ing  lots*  Persons  who  have  served  the  Office  of 
Director,  may  be  re-chosen  after  one  year,  if  other- 
wise qualified.  §  4Q. 

Two  general  Meetings  of  the  Company  shall  be 
held  yearly,  viz.  in  the  first  weeks  of  January  and 
July,  of  which,  due  notice  is  to  be  given,  (§  50)'!»- 
But  any  nine  Proprietors,  holding  500/.  Stock,  and 
upwards,  may,  by  notice  to  the  Clerk  or  Treasurer, 
request  extraordinary  Meetings.  §51. 

The  qualifications  of  Voters^  at  General  Meetings^ 
are  as  follows : 

Vofes. 

Holders  of  5ooI.  Stock,  and  less  than  aoool.  entitled  to      i 

.     •      2oocI 5000I.     ...       1 

.     •      5C00I.     .     .     •     «     •     lOfCool.     •      •     •      '3 
.     .  lOyOCol.  and  upwards 4 

Bodies  politic  or  corporate  may  vote  by  their 
Attomies,  duly  authorised  :  but  no  individual  voter 
shall  hold  more  than  one  power  of  Attorney. 

No  Proprietor,  holding  less  than  500/.  shall  vote 
at  any  meeting.  A  majority  of  votes  shall  decide  all 
questions ;  and  the  Chairman  shall  have  a  casting 
vote,  although  he  shall  have  previously  voted  as  a 
Proprietor.  And  every  (question,  if  required  by  five 
or  more  persons  having  votes,  may  be  determined  by 
an  immediate  ballot,  where  the  Chairman  shall,  in 
like  manner,  have  a  casting  vote.  §  5'2. 

In  case  the  Corporation  of  London  shall  be  pxx)- 

2  prietors 


■■.■■-  Tr.r\Ti-;F.  ox 

^ :'.  ■-:<  ■•'''  l'"''*-"'.'.  or  iiu-ri;.  of  the  Stock,  the  Court 
.f  C't;;i!'  ■!  C'Himil  u;::v.  iVo:!!  time  to  time,  clcfX 
.^'!.i  .j  ;  ;'::)■  •-.v  pcr-itm  t'.'r  fvcry  Kltfi/.  Stock,  lo 
vu'.i'  ;;l  ''    ■  '■  ■    :.:'r;:i  Mtvti'ij:  ;  evi'ry  Midi  Uc|)n.:icn- 

A:';':-  ;1/.  tviiir.iliini  ft"  twelve  iih>ih1i5,  from  the 
]>;i-.':]:.'i't! ;  v.-;, — (;.  <■.  ;:ti(T  I'^iii  Julv  IS(N,»  no 
|.cr-.'i  >'..;;!  \  'i'  v^!l^>  li.i-i  imt  noa-cvfit  Sun-k  for 
fAclvr- (", '■  ;;ii  >r  ^^l■lJ;I,^  in  !ii-i  tuvn  r:c:l.;.  and  ni*t 
'..}  :ni-t  !,  r  :;i<i':!iir.  imli-s  >t:r\i  Sttirk  ^hall  lu\c 
( >.iin-  1  \  l"'.|iu-t,  iiiarrii-p'.  ur  iiiic'Stiicy.  or  bv  ihf 
C'u-i.  Til  ..!  l/i!ii'.;i[r,  or  liv  xitivmciit  ;  such  [Xisscs- 
kioii  tn  '■  .-.  K..;i.-  i  bv  till-  oiiih  of  (lie  Voters,  bf- 
f-jR-  t!jc  Cii.^iiin;:!!,  or  i'.vr  J)irci';iir>.   §  .'.i. 

At  t'.ic  >!.  ,ii;;j.^s  tiftiic  Director.^  live  Members 
shall  be   a  'lu  .riini,    i;  i.iihk'  ul    aciin;r-      Qut-.-tioiis 


RIVER  POLICE.  369 

The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  as 
many  Quays^  JUiarfs  and  WarehonseSy  as  they  shall 
think  necessary  and  proper,  along  the  Banks  of,  or 
adjoining  or  near,  the  intended  Docks  and  Basons. 

Such  of  the  said  Docks,  as  shall  be  used  for  unla- 
ding Ships,  together  with  the  Quays,  Warehouses  and 
other  Buildings,  shall  be  inclosed  and  surrounded  by 
a  strong  brick  or  stone  Wall,  not  less  than  30  feet  high, 
on  all  sides,  leaving  only  proper  spaces  for  the  Cuts 
and  Entrances  into  the  Dock,  and  proper  Gateways 
tlirough  the  Wall ;  and  immediately  without  the 
Wall,  and  on  every  part  of  the  out-side  thereof,  except 
where  it  shall  adjoin  any  Dock,  or  Bason,  which  may 
be  made  without  the  same,  there  shall  be  a  Ditch,  of 
the  width  of  12  feet,  at  least,  to  be  always  kept  filled 
with  water,  6  feet  deep  ;  and  no  House  or  Building 
shall  be  erected  within  100  yards  of  the  out-side  of 
the  Wall,  on  penalty  of  lOO/.  and  50/.  per  month 
afterwards,  until  the  Building  and  Materials  are  re- 
moved. §  58. 

The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  two  or 
more  Piers,  within  the  Tide-way  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  or  near  Bluchjoall^  and  two  or  more  at 
or  near  L'nnthouse'hole^  for  the  more  safe  entry  into 
the  Docks,  &c.  provided  that  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Thames  shall  not  be  injured  thereby.  And 
also  to  make,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repair  such 
Cuts,  Sluices,  Locks,  Flood-Gates,  Bridges,  Roads, 
and  other  Works,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  ;  and 

B  B  likewise 


iSo 
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CHAP.  xvn. 


i 


Jairoduciion,  explanahry  of  the  advaa$ages  of  an 
Abstract  of  the  Rc^vlaiiom  a^pVuabU  to  the  Hhtr 
Ti«mft: — \st.  Le.oiihuive  HuUs  respecting  PUati. 
^-InJ.  Rei'ftmc  -3 J.  Tie  Postage /rgn 

^  Cravesead  to  L/n,  h.  Guns  Shotted  in  tie 

.  .  Brver. — bth    Cu  and  when  and  xtihcre  It 

gi  Ite  I^tadid. — dri.  fsoriag  in  St.  Saviour't 

^  Dock. — 7 /A.        J  U-eign  parts. — Qtk.  Ships 

.3^ -  "Lf^"  .nfi/A  'J    '»  h.   Hurhour  Masters. — 

\Qth.    Primiyl  Itrj^m.urjr/s    !-    '-..■  -     .'     ■■    ■'■ 

arriv^il  of  .W//.f  .:/   l':c  F'-'i  -f  D,sc}:.:-c.—  \  ::>:. 

Bj'    r.s'.<;i    iA.,r;    ,n    C..,^  ^a.—  \'llh~  ^n-s     i^i 

Bu!hii!.~--\-:M!:.  ii.il!.:,: j.r  ^hl-i  ouit^^^rj-l  .:.;..;".— 

UlJi.    Thi    IhaiK--     ,,-    il/,/,;-;'     Ph.-h,     r.r     ,.-.■.. 

CaiihiL^Lll  V.iLur.—\:^:h.  Ji':::il?c.iif.—iO,-i.  i;..- 

Lir.is  ■■/  the  Trhiity  C' ir  r.H]--v,  „j  lh:y  rc...:  /; 
Ihc  i;;ivr  Tha>ms.—  \7lh.  Hr^'.lai;^:'^  '.f  ihc  G~k€~ 
Tj!  X.:!lKi;  of  llu  Jt'.s:-L.Jui  M^rrL:::;;,  i.-frci^ 
ii:g  Sh'jj^S  in  llutl  Tr.jJ:-. —  |-^.''/.    L.-^:..::;f:i-c  R'-^-.i- 

—  \Qi;h.  Knpca'.ti^  tie  Ihr'-L^  'f  SfM':ai.—-lo:h. 
l,:a:.tch,un:i  uvJ  .\uu.m,;.<  ' >i  ik-.:  Rivir  Tha.-res. 
—Ai-J  Liulh,  Qcna-J  Oherv^UMis  -.n  .he  PcnJ 
Stdluici  dpplicabk  to  ihc  E-vcr;  ths  me^r.s  rj  Pre- 
•veiiliun ;  and  the  moJe  <ij  il'jjhi.-frg  n/A/' ■:;-i^;n 
Oj'i.-ircs  an-  committed. 


A.t 
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adjoining  Water  Courses^  at  the  Land-owners*  ex- 
pence.  §  68— 71* 

No  Slips,  dry  Docks,  &c.  for  building  or  repair- 
ing Vessels,  shall  h6  made  in,  or  adjoining  the  Docks i 
nor  can  the  Dock-Cdmpany  be  concerned  in  build- 
ing or  repairing  Ships.  §  72i 

The  making  and  using  the  Docks  shall  not  pre-^. 
judicc  or  obstruct  the  Canal.  §  73. 

The  Corporation  of  London,  are  directed  to  con- 
vey the  ground,  where  the  Docks  are  to  be  situated, 
to  six  Trustees  in  fee,  in  trust  for  the  Company, 
who  arc  to  reimburse  what  has  been  paid  by  the 
Corporation  of  London  for  the  same.  §  74— ^77* 

The  Directors,  or  any  five,  or  more  of  them,  may, 
from  time  to  time,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  appoint 
one  or  more  proper  person  or  persons  to  be  Dock-Mas^ 
ters ;  he  or  they  first  producing,  after  examination 
before  a  legal  Assembly  of  the  Trinity-House,  a  cer- 
tificate from  that  Corporation^  of  being  qualified  for 
the  Office.  These  Dock-Masters  (who  may  be  re- 
moved or  dismissed  by  the  Directors)  while  in  Of- 
fice, shall  have  power  to  give  directions,  as  to  thd 
mooringand  unmooring,  moving  or  removing,  all  Ships, 
Vessels  and  Lighters  or  Craft,  coming  into  or  lying 
in  the  Docks,  Basons  and  Cuts,  or  lying  or  being  ia 
such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at  Limehouse-hole 
and  Blackwall^  as  shall  be  within  200  yaMs  from  any 
entrance  out  of  the  said  River  into  the  Works  of 
the  Company ;  and  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of' 
entrance  out  of  and  into  the  said  Docks^  &c.  and  the 

B  fi  2  position 
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pcxition  of  the  Ships,  while  lailui|r  or  dnchargtcgy. 
and  ihc  time  of  cpmin^  and  simttint;  the  Docl: 
Gates.  In  ca^c  of  rcfasal,  on  the  ]nrt  of  any  pcr- 
■on  in  tbc  churgc  of  Shi|i8,  or  VcmcI*,  lo  remove  tbe 
lamc,  OH  notice  given  in  wriiiiig  and  left  with  iome 
ponon  on  boiird  ihc  Vr»«c),  the  Duck-Masier.and  his 
Aanstanis,  arc  »uthomcd  ro  remove  such  Ship;  tbe 
cxpcnccwhcrruf,  together  with  a  fium  not  exceeding 
lOl.  norlcfis  ttian  3l.  Ibr  each  offence,  niav  be  leco- 
vercd  by  the  Trcusurer  of  the  Compnny.  from  the 
Master  ot  Owner  of  inch  Vcs^ieL — And  Maitct^ 
films,  or  oihcr  penoBs  obstructing  siurh  tnoorii^ 
onmoorittg.  moving,  or  removing  of  any  Ship  or," 
Vcwcliia  the  said  Dock,  Bosons  orCiii/i.  or  ataay 
spctl  parts  of  the  Kiver  Thames,  at  Utnc house-hole 
and  fitackw.ill,  slmll  forfeit,  not  exceeding  5l.  doc 
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Called  rounds   shall  be  deemed,   to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  Legal  Qiuzys.  §  83 — 86. 

During  the  term  of  21  years,  from  the  time  when 
the  Docks  shall  be  completed  and  ready  for  Ships  and 
Goods : — all  Ships  and  Vessels  which  shall  arrive 
from  any  part  of  the  West-Indies,  into  the  River 
Thames,  with  Cargoes  of  West- India  produce,  shall 
unlade  the  whole  within  some  one  of  the  said  Docks, 
or  on  the  Quays  or  Wharfs  which  shall  belong 
thereto,  where  the  Duties  shall  be  ascertained,  and 
no  where  else;  and  the  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchan- 
dise, being  West-India  produce,  in  respect  whereof 
such  Duties  shall  be  payable,  may  afterwards  be 
stored  in  the  adjoining  Warehouses,  or  in  such  other 
liar  chouses^  as  the  Ov:ners  or  Consignees  shall  think 
proper ;  and  in  case  any  such  Goods,  Wares  and 
Merchandise,  being  West-India  produce,  shall,  at 
any  time  during  the  said  term  of  21  years,  be  landed 
Iroin  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  West-India  Trade, 
in  any  other  pl^ce  or  places,  in  or  near  the  Port  of 
London,  than  tiie  said  Quays  and  Wharfs  within  the 
said  Docks,  they  shall  be  forfeited  to  his  Majesty, 
and  may  be  lawfully  seized  accordingly  :  and  the 
Owner  or  Master  of  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  One  Hun- 
dred Pounds.  ^87. 

It  is  however  provided,  that  so  much  of  the  Gir- 
goesof  Wcst-Iuvlia  Ships,  as  shall  consist  of  Tobac- 
co, shiiil,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  being  unshipped 
ii)  the  Docks^  be  conveyed  to  the  King's  Tobacco 

Warehouses, 
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kioUs  of  the  Fort  of  London,  (or  sny  oAvPort,) 

or  after  such  OfTictr  is  on  bwrd  in  tbo  c»cciiikhi  of 
his  office,  such  tilTcEidcr  or  offeudcrs,  on  convicunn, 
shall  suffer  death.— And  further,  by  24  Goo.  111. 
Stat.  1.  cap.  47,  If  Rny  person  on  abore,  or  on 
board  of  aoy  Ship,  Votsclk-or  tfooi,  stiall  nKilKioudy 


shoot    at    any  [>, 

wound  any  Officer  b 
Cusloms  or  Exercis* 
of  London,  (or  an) 
within  four  leagues 
are  ntictnptiitg  lo  g 
or  rcturnin.e,  or  otn. 
of  their   duty,  c\cry  < 
suflcr     w.ui  ;     iutA 


or  Buat,  cr   maun  cr 

f  to  the  Navy,  or  to  ilic 

ibe  liitiiu  Dt'  the  Pon 

on  in  Great  Britato,  c; 

fart,)  while  such  Offictn 

ndwor  while  on  board— 

icttng  in  the  enecutfon 

L'i:dLi'  s!ia!l,  on   coiiviccon, 

iiLor,    by    the    Act    u(    JQ 


Geo.  III.  ciij).  2S,  It"  :.:iy  person  shall  assjul:, 
rc?is[,  0]>po-i.',  inolc^i,  u\-  hinder  nny  Olliccrs  af 
Cualunis  or  E\.  l-^',  in  S^-w.iiig  anv  Goods  !i:ihic  lo 
ha  Seized,  or  ,-ii,;:!  iiy  luivc  or  violence   rescue,  or 

C.UL,-L'  I')  iio  I'j-.  iu'd,  any  <if  ihc  said  Goods  after  bc- 
i:i^'  Sti.-.L-Jj  (ir  ^!)all  Liut-injit  tw  do  so  ;  or  after  Mich 
Sci/nrLa  m::dL-,  sl,;ill  hiciik  or  d;;iiia-e  :iny  Ca^V-s  or 
I'at^iigc-:,  V,  hr;-j  t!ic  sai;;c  r.rc  contained  ;  the  pariieJ 
oiieiiditi,!:-,  oil  eoii\ic!i')n,  may  he  iin[)risOncd,  in  th.; 
lioujc  of  Curiwfiw:!.   iur  thrcu  :i)0iulis. 

■  SECT.  HI.— 77/v.  .:::.:■■„:  :  -  ^.ss  fern  Gr.ivci-nJ  h 

%    li  k  M  Car.  II.   caji.  1  i.    No    Ship  arriving 
(TUiu  hc)onil  ^uii,  ijhail  he  aliovc  liircc  days  com:!;^^ 
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a  Certificate^  under  the  hands  of  a  G)nimissioner  of 
the  Navy  or  Victualing  Office.  §91. 

The  Directors  or  any  five  of  them  are  empowered  to 
make  Bye-Laws,  Rules^  Orders,  and  Regulations  for 
the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances,  and  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Directors,  Dock-Masters,  Clerks, 
Treasurers,  Collectors,  Engineers,  Surveyors,  Work- 
men, Watchmen,  Lightermen,  Labourers,  and  others 
appointed  and  employed  on  behalf  of  the  said  Com-^ 
pany,  and  for  the  better  regulating,  governing,  and 
managing  the  several  Works,  Matters,  Accounts, 
and  things  authorised  to  be  done  by  the  Directors ; 
and  to  amend,  alter,  and  repeal  the  same,  and  fix  pe- 
nalties for  non-observance,  not  exceeding  40s.  re- 
coverable before  Justices  where  the  Offence  is  com- 
mitted. Such  Bye-Laws  to  be  printed  and  distri- 
buted in  the  Port  of  London ;  to  be  subject  to  the  con^ 
trol  of  the  Company,  who  may  alter  or  annul  the 
same,  at  a  General  Meeting ;  and  to  be  allowed  and 
approved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  one  of  the  Chief 
Justices,  or  Chief  Baron.  §  IGQ — 112. 

'^  In  consideration  of  the  great  charges  and  ex- 
^*  pences,  in  making,  building,  and  erecting  the  said 
'^  Docks,  and  their  Appurtenances,  and  supporting, 
*^  maintaining,  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair :"— •• 
It  is  enacted,  that  from  and  after  notice  of  the 
completion  of  the  Docks  and  other  Works,  shall 
have  been  given  by  Public  Advertisement  ia  the 
London  Gazette,  and  two  or  more  Public  Morning 
Newspapers,  circulated  in  London^   there  shall  be 

payablfi 
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bound  Vessel,  more  ihin  25lb.  of  GQn-po#der,  be- 
fore such  Vessel  falls  down  to  Blaclcvvalt,  on  psia  of 
forfeiting,  in  both  cases,  all  the  Gun-powder  found 
on  Board  above  25lb.  and  alio,  ia  citber  case,  SI 
fbr  every  pound  of  Powder  found  on  Board  abovs 
the  said  75lb.  whtcb  is  allowed, — and    no   Gutu 


powder,  (eicct  y 
by  water  in  any  B, 
ccpt  in  Vessels  wi 
or  lo  be  exported 
going  Coastwise,) 
which  shall  not  be 
or  Tarpaulins;    anci 


nds,)  shall  be  convent! 
:,  or  other  Vessel,  fex- 
wwder  imported  ftom, 
place  beyond  Sea,  or 
not  a  close  dect,  and 
besides  with  Raw  Hides 
m-powdcr,    wafer-borne 


as  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  barrels  closed,  joirici^,  or 
hooped,  without  any  Iron  about  them  ;  andeach  barrel 
shall  contain  no  more  than  lOOlb.  of  Gun -powder, 
and  not  more  than  200  barrels  shall  be  convevcd  in 
any  Boat  or  Barge  at  the  same  time.  All  Gun- 
powder carried  or  removed  in  any  other  manner 
than  before  prescribed,  is  liable  to  be  seized,  and 
forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  person  seizing  the  same. 

SECr.  VI. — Regulations  res[>ectiiig  Shi^i  moonaz  dt 
Si.  Saviutirs  Dock. 
By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  rap.  20,  It  is  enacted, 
that  in  case  any  Sliip  or  Vessel  shall  be  bid  up 
or  moored  in  the  mouth,  or  any  part  of  .St.  Saviour's 
Dock,  in  the  County  of  Surrey  ;  (except  such  Ves- 
sels as  shall  be  lading  or  taking  in,  or  unlading  or 
delivering  their  Cargoes  respctively ;  and  also  ci- 

CCjit 
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or  0>nsignees  of  such  Merchandise  (over  and  above 
all  other  Rates  and  Duties)  the  Kates  and  Duties 
following;  viz. 

s.    d. 


4 
1 

I 

2 
O 

3 
4 


For  Aloes 4 

•-^  Balsam  Natural    •     •     •     •  4 
•—  Cassia      .     .     •     •     •      .4 

—  Cortex  Winteranus     .     .     . 
i—  Cocoa     •    •     .    •     .      •    , 

—  Coffee 

—  Cotton  Wool    ^     •      -      • 

—  Dyers'  Woods 

—  Ginger 

-—  Gum  Guaiacum    •     .     •    . 

—  Hides o 

—  Indigo 2 

*—  Marmalade 2 

—  Oil,  Castor 2 

—  Pimento 3 

—  Rum o 

—  Sarsaparilla 6 

—  Sugar o 

'—  Succads  in  Boxes     ....  5 

—  Tamarinds  or  Succads  in  Jars  2 
— -  Tortoise  sliell     ....  5 

—  Turmerick 4 

—  Wine,  including  Mad  jira     .  o 


8 
8 
8 
8 


^  L  per  Cvvt. 


6 
6 
6 

3  J 
8 


6  per  Dozen. 
6   per  Cwt. 

^  I  per  Jar. 

2     per  Cwt. 

I     per  Gallon- 

8  >  per  Cvvt^ 

6    per  Jar. 
>per  Cvvt. 

I     per  Gallon. 


And  Further ; 


X.    i. 


For  every  Cask,  Case,  Bundle,  Bale,  or  other  Rnckage, 
containing  any  article  ot  Merchandise,  not  other- 
wise specified  and  described  in  the  foregoing 
Table,  being  2  cwt.  and  upwards  ,        •         5 


for 


^^^^^^■H 

1 

TIRAStUI  OH  ' 

^ 

^appotniod  by  iba  CommiMiomfs  of  ibo 

aod  ID  no  otbcr  place,  aiid  ibaH  rtfluun  at 

wing*  uniil  the  dolivcry  of  tbc  Cargo,  etHl 

1  Vessel  bMl  have  been  cleared,   under  ibe 

KJ 

af  iOO/.  unloH,  ia  Uu>  Judgment  of  ilis 

^ws,  ibe  NJMw>  «■  P««oo  Iwviiig  charge 

««l 

e««cl, 

in  prcv«oi«i  from  oora- 

i)tt)  this  ni 

avoidablc  accident, 

I  -  -  -". 

IX.— A:^«/. 

&  r«f/crf  /o  tit  Hurhnstf- 

Mister— 

ert  expb'mfd. 

-»J 

thd  Act  oT 

i  IH.  c«pi  hix.     The 

Lonl  Mayor  of  Lor 

Ilarbour-Mii-ter,  \\\\\\  power  nnd  avitlioriiv.  {aiicnd- 
iiig  to  tlic  Acts  of  Jt>  Si  20  (ifo.  III.  before 
mentioned,")  to  (l:rc;-t  the  c:itcriiig,  m<x>rin^.  and 
uiininnriiig,  mnviii}:  aiwl  removing  aJ!  Siiip^,  \ct->cV, 
LlghuTs  aiid  Coft.  (cjiccpt  tho,-c  of  ihc  Trinity  Cor- 
poriiiion.j  coming  into,  lyir;;!,  or  being  in  the  Port 
of  I^tindon,  and  llio  Cinal  anil  Cuts,  or  any  of  ihcni, 
(cxgi-pt  ihc  DoL'ks  and  the  entrance  thereto,)  and  to 
regulate  tiie  limca  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
into  and. going  out  of  the  r^.inic  ;  and  their  respec- 
tive Births,  iiaiioris,  Po^iiiotis,  Ladinj^  and  Dis- 
cliargiii'^  therein,  and  the  time  of  Oj;eiiii)g  and 
shutting  tiie  f-cv^Tid  Gates  of  the  ^aid  Cai;a],  in  con- 
tbrinify  to  this  Act,  and  to  ilic  Byc-La*vs  of  the 
Corporation  o^  J.oiidon,  which  they  aru  anihorizcd 
to  inake  ibf  the  gotnl  Government  of  the  Harbour, 
Masitrsy  and  utlicr  Persons  to  be  employed,  fur  the 

more 


-  J 


RtVBR  POLICB.  879 

where  there  is  no  entry  or  clearance,  then  to  be  paid 
before  leaving  the  Docks ;  so  as  no  Ship  shall  be 
subject  to  this  Rate  more  than  once  in  every  Voyage^ 
both  out  and  home  inclusive.  And  this  Rate  is  to  be 
collected  only  in  proportion  to  the  actual  Tonnage  rf 
the  Cargo,  in  cases  where  Ships  or  Vessels  are  not 
fully  laden,  or  where  only  that  part  of  the  Cargo  is 
landed  which  is  of  the  growth  of  the  West-Indies. 

§  137. 

The  Rates  and  Duties  on  such  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandise, imported  from  the  West-Indies,  as  shall 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  duty  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  shall  be  paid  when  the  post-entry  of  such 
Goods  is  made  at  the  Custom-house^  to  the  Com- 
pany's Collector,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  And 
the  Rates  and  Duties  on  such  Goods  and  Merchan- 
dise, as  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any 
Duty  to  his  Majesty,  shall  be  paid  before  the  same 
are  taken  away  from  the  Dock  Premises.  §  137- 

All  Lighters  and  Craft  entering  the  Docks,  Basons, 
or  Cuts,  in  order  to  convey,  deliver,  discharge,  or 
receive  Ballast  or  Goods,  to  or  from  on  board  of  any 
Ship  or  Vessel,  are  exempted  from  the  said  Rate  of 
Qs.  8 J.  §  138. 

The  Company's  Collector  may  distrain  any  Ship 
or  Vessel,  in  case  of  refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay 
the  Rates  ;  and  Persons  eluding  such  Payment  shall 
continue  chargeable.  §  i3Q,  140. 

The  Tonnage  Rates  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
Vessel's  register  to  which  the  Company*s  Collectors 

shall 


Legal  Quays  and  places  appointed  in  lUtdanllUi 
elicu'berc  ;  3iid  nilhout  due  notice  to  thr  Cuttom- 
house  Officer ;  and  by  the  26tt)  of  Geo.  111.  esp. 
40,  tlic  Master  of  every  \'essc\  Uclonging  10  Bfilisb 
Subjects,  is  bound  to  have  on  board  a  Manifest 
signed  by  tiinixir,  containing  the  names  of  aH  tlie 
Fort*  at  which  any  <  x>da  on  bAard  have  been 

lilt  and  Tonuage  of  the 
Master's  il  the  Port  to  which  the 

;  ilor     ;  with  account   of  rhe  Cargo, 

whether  )       .ed  o  loo«e;    am)  the  exact 

number  and  marks  Package  io  which  ibs 

Carpo  IB  contained,  nnstbe  ftrodltonltolllF 

firsi  onictT  v\  ho  rximcs  on  board  within  the  limits  of 
the  Port.) — And  Iluiis,  must  not  be  broken,  nor  any 
part  of  the  Car^o  Unladed,  tint;!  the  Vessel  comes 
to  her  projjcr  place  nt  Discharge  in  the  Port,  and  is 
aiulioriied  to  Unhdc  by  llic  proper  Officer  nf  ihf: 
Customs,  under  :i  Penally  of  'idO/.  except  in  cases 
of  inevitable  necessity,  to  be  stated  to  the  Comtnii- 
siotRTS  of  the  Cii,--i(»ins. — Ami  within  twentv-four 
hours  after  ilie  Ship's  .^^rival,  the  Master  must  make 
O.-th  before  the  Collector  of  the  Ship's  Built  and 
Bmden,  aini  liie  comriits  of  her  Liidinp.  and 
deliver  his  Manite-l,  under  a  Pcnahv  of  200/.* 


SECT. 


•  B)'  ih':  Aacf  rj  aid  14.  Char]-->  II.  cjp.  i,.  Ifafu-r 
any  Ship,  ar..i  dinh.irgiiig  rhe  TlJeinirr,  thtrc  shall  U  . 
bond  »n;'-  Go--±  c'^iKcaled  fcr  K-Hch  ihf  Dmiis  f-.-ght  to  k 
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Brought  over  .  •  /.  331828  o  e 
Taking  the  m'ticle  of  Sugar,  (as  being  the 
largest,)  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
Aggregate  Sum  to  be  received,  f  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  Docks,  Wharfs,  and 
Cranes;  and  in  lieu  of  Land- fruiters* 
FeeSf  fVharfage^  Landings  Cooperage^  and 
Warehousing  such  Goods,  —  PFareheuse 
Rent  for  twelve  weeks,  and  the  charge  of 
Delivery^)  the  whole  amount  on  101,484 
Tons,  at  8d.  per  Cwt.  or  13s.  4d.  per 
Ton,  is 671656    o    o 

Total    •     •    £.  101,484    o    o 

For  the  purpgses  of  discovering  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  of  this  System,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  consider  ibe  following  Estimate  of  the  prescMit 
expence  of  discharging  West- India  Vessels  in  the 
Pool,  opposed  to  the  above  charges  in  the  premises 
of  the  West-India  Dock  Company. 

346  Ships,  average  Lumping  Dues,  includ- 
ing extra     Work,     and    Watching,   and        £•        s.  d. 

Cooperage,— (45 /.) i5»57o     o    o 

Boat  attending  30  days,  at  4s.  a  day, — (5/.}  •  2,076  o  o 
Chain  hire,  los.  a  week, — {2/}     ....  692     o    o 

Demurrage  of  the   iihip,   supposing  her  on 

Charter,  or  that  the  Owner  is  deprived  of 

the  uie  of  her,  15  days  longer  in  the  Pool 

than  in  lheDo:k,  at  8s.  a  Ton  per  month, 

for  one -half  oi    a  month  on  290  Tons, 

average  45.^5$ /.j     ......      .     20,c6B     o    o 

Carried  over    •     .    £.  38,406    o    o 

Eroi'gfit 


•«i4ncc,  on  tlii^  head, 
OwiicrandMircha 

Present  cxpcncc  of  L 
i-abourers  a::d  Gar 
bringing  101,484.  - 
and  ocher  West- 1  ml, 

Land-Waiters'  Fees  j  ; 

Cooperage;   3(35.      . 

Warehouse  Rem  for  i  - 

Chaige  of  Deliver)' ;  a 

^^educttheamountiobe 
India  Dock  Compaq 


Add  the  above-stated  Bal: 
Proprietors,  in  discharj 

■*fiB«gate  Balance  in  fa 
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the  West-India  Commerce  from  the  Dock  System^ 
in  which  the  Ship-Owners  will  participate :  while, 
at  the  same  time^  more  dispatch  will  be  afforded, 
which,  in  all  matters  relating  to  Shipping  and  Navi- 
gation, is  of  the  greatest  importance.  And  it  may 
possibly  happen  that  the  first  Fleets  that  arrive, 
may  be  enabled  to  make  two  Voyages  instead  of  one 
in  the  course  of  a  year.  This  circumstance  alone, 
at  a  time  when  the  British  Shipping  is  found,  as  at 
present,  to  be  so  inadequate  to  the  great  and  in- 
creasing extent  of  the  National  Commerce,  is  not 
only  highly  interesting  to  the  Ship-Owner  and  the 
Merchant,  but  also  to  the  State  ;  by  furnishing  the 
means  of  oeconomizing  in  the  conveyance  of  Com- 
mercial Commodities. — ^Upon  the  immense  Scale  of 
the  Trade  of  the  Metropolis,  (equal  to  about  three- 
fifth  parts  of  the  whole  Empire,)  the  advantages 
derived  from  double  Voyages  in  the  same  Ships  are 
incalculable ;  not  merely  from  the  convenience 
which  will  arise  to  Trade,  but  from  the  reduced 
cxpence  attached  to  the  Carrying  System,  when  con- 
sidered in  competition  with  Foreign  Nations. 

The  enormous  expencc  of  Ships  forms  another 
ground  whereby  to  judge  of  the  advantages ;  for 
while  a  less  Capital  is  necessaryj  and  more  constant 
employment  given  to  Seamen,  equal  or  superior 
profits  are  acquired ;  although  the  Freights  may  be 
reduced,  when  each  Ship  performs  a  double  instead 
«f  a  single  Voyage. 

The  improvements  in  the  Art  of  Navigating  Ships, 

and 
2 


shipped  ttian  such  Entry 
having  recognized  the  S 
Corporation,  of  supplying 
Ballast,  that  sail  between 
Mun  Sea,  at  the  followir 
Act  of  6  Geo.  II.  cap.  ig, 

Forevciy  20  Cwt.  carried  in  V 
Bi 

;...■-..'.     F. 

without  however,  altering 
v/afhed  Balkst  deliveretl  t' 
For  the  purpose  of  pn 
livery  of  Ballast,  the  Shii 
taking  the  same,  .may  app 
Marks  of  the  Lighters,  ; 
fraudulent  alterations,  sus| 
weighed  within  ten  Wor 
made  to  the  Corporation  ; 
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CHAR    XIV. 

The  Powers  and  Funeiions  of  His  Majesty  s  Com^ 
rmsslons  of  Customs  and  Excise^  as  they  apply  to  the 
Police  of  the  River  Thames ^  and  the  Port  of  Lon* 
don. — The  perplexed  State  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Customs. — General  Summary  of  the  Statute  Law 
on  this  subject  \  as  it  relates — \st.  to  Mer chant Sy 
AMsters  of  Shifs,  &c. — 2d.  to  Revenue  Officers. 


-  ■  ■"  I. 


X  HE  Establishment  of  the  Board  of  Customs  is  em- 
ployed, not  for  purposes  of  Revenue  alone,  but  also 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  Laws  of  Navigation  and 
Trade;  upon  which  the  security  of  the  Empire,  and 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  its  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  essentially  depend.  (/) 

The  Commissioners  therefore,  under  the  authority 
,  of  various  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  also  under  the 
directions  of  the  Treasury,  exercise  very  extensive 
and  important  Powers  and  Functions  in  the  general 
System,  which  comprises  the  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London. 

They  superintend  the  execution  of  the  Laws  as 
they   relate  to    Regulations,  respecting  the  lading 
and  discharging  of  all  Ships  and  Vessels  frequenting 
the  Port,  which  particularly  apply  to  the  mode  of 
securing,  and  ascertaining  the  amount  of  his   Ma- 

(/)  See  the  Fourth  Rqx)rt  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons— printed  July  l^g^t 

C  0  ^'^isV.^'^ 


■  ■  !^t\i-io:ii'. — ihc  juvment  of  Draw- 

.•  Mu  (iu-^'is  i\iMjric,I. — ilxj:ram- 

.■;  1  i.;;.:ii;r  o.ii;i;-;  ami  Sfciiihics  froni 

i  :i!  ;..■' Im:  ■ir!.'.:-.-!i;:r,(l  I'xjionatioii 

;.:i-.iLii;:"' ;.::.!    aiiTioiTU    ?iimc;cnt 

■  (i....i.   ■...::    ir    lumlcd    uh;::i    u:e 

■  'Ir  .,:r::i-ii  i.:,  -.a  i!ic  Li.--ai  Qujv5. 
:!:ii^  ;■  1  Mi'.i  i.i>  to  enter  <tii  bonrd  of 
;-.  ;!:■!.. i...:aii !  ■::-c-li.ir;j;ini;,  as  well 
■  ;.^ii;:i,-  i>iiM-..ir.i-, — and    to  remain 

■:■■  -11  ii,-:'t-"-;i:T  l'i>r  the  proiL-oiiun  of 
'l".'.-\  ;:;;;■  j:!U,  I'n-llTnljL',  r,\irj.  ant! 

.  :'t  !'■■.  pr:i-i:l..r  (I-,u\.i^:)  They 
;.ii<!    i''-  wliuk-  of  the    numerous 

'  ■'.  ■■  ■•.  \-'.-i-''/n'.^  to  the  (liiicrent 
;.  ■    i;.  -.--.WW  ..["  uic  Ciis!i.ir;s.     Thcj 


nnttMS  and  things  wfastefcTj  wUefc  relate  to' 7e»* 
sela  in  the  service  ofths  Customs,  or  to  tfie'  eontiHif 
regulation,  or  reward  of  their  Offioen,  ia  every  pett 
of  England  and  the  Colonies.  -  '  *' 

The  CoMHissioNBas  op  thb  Excisb  bare  a  doii- 
currsnt  Jurisdiction  with  the  Castom's,  whb  re^^e^ 
to  the  security  of  those  branches  of  ReventJe  wtudk 
it  is  their  province  to  collect  on  articles  importe4'! 
but  they  eicercise  no  general  superintendancfe 

■Th^  appoint  and  authorise  their  Officers  to  beard 
and  to  watch  Ships  and  Vessels,  where  eidseabli 
Goods  compose  a  part  of  the  Cargo,  and  tfacy  ^so 
employ  Revenue  Cutters  for  the  detection  and  pre- 
vention of  Illicit  Trade. 

TheFiNANCE  CoMMiTTEB  optheHousc  of  Coot' 
mons,  (to  whose  labours  the  Public  are  already  so 
much  indebted,  and  whose  Reports,  on  a  vast  variety 
of  Subjects,  afford  ample  hints  and  materials  fer  the 
most  important  legislative  Regulations,  in  matters  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  the  improvement  of 
Trade  and  Police  in  this  Kingdom,)  state  that  the 
Laws  respecting  the  Customs,  are  "voluminous  in 
their  bulk,  and  intricate  in  their  details,"  filling,  at 
present,  six  large  volumes  i?i  folio,  unprovided  with 
any  printed  Index.  Tficy  also  declare,  that  they 
feel  themselves  warranted  in  stating,  most  deeidedfyf 
that  a  consulidation  and  siinplltication  of  tbe 
Laws  of  the  Customs  wouhl  greatly  contribute 
to  secure  and  increase  the  collection  of  tbe  Re- 
venue :  that  by  such  a  simpUficatioa  "  the  Rt- 
c  c  2  vemu 


""fossiMi  tliai  he 
''  -ippcim  ii„I, 

cutire  <J„:crm„,. 
«oms.  has  birn  ,ii, 
Poriam  olijat ;  .„ 
Im„c,t|,„.„  ,i,„,„ 

<"■".  ('I.C  &„„„,■; 

"f 'l>0  \\,.vk  „,„„ 

'M,  tile-  Icailinj,  M 
fW  10  have  hm,  i: 
"ii:  ]mh\k  gooil,  i, 
ft'iii  llio  Aii,l„„.  „f 

I'owman,lI'un.-,iu, 
"5  0fCii,sr„„is..„„n 
■he  miili;,,|„:in.  ,^,  J, 

•'ml  J'"iiiK:iiuiis  ;,ie 
also  ill)  riL,-;.?,-    I 
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The  following  Summary  of  the  most  interesting 
Laws  on  this  Subject  will,  however,  he  trusts,  serve 
as  some  direction  to  Merchants  in  this  most  dan- 
gerous part  of  their  voyage ;  and  as  a  clue  to  that 
labyrinth  of  perplexities,  the  mazes  of  which,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  the  Legislature  will  ere  long  find  leisure 
to  put  an  end  to,  by  pursuing  the  suggestions  of  the 
Finance  Committee  on  this  subject. 

« 

The  Statutes  are  ranged  under  the  two  following 
heads : 

L  The  duty  of  Merchants,  Masters  of  Ships, 
Wharfingers,  Consignees,  &c.  on  the  Importation 
and  Exportation  of  Goods. 

n.  The  Privileges,  Duties  and  Indemnities  of 
Revenue  Officers,  not  specified  in  the  foregoing 
division. 

I.  By  the  Statute  1  Eliz.  cap.  11,  Owners  and 
Masters  of  Vessels,  are  prohibited  from  Lading  or 
Unlading  Ships,  except  in  day-light,  and  at  the 
Legal  Quays  and  places  appointed,  (in  London  and 
elsewhere,)  and  without  due  notice  to  the  Customer 
and  Custom-house  Officers, 

By  13  and  14  Car.  II.  cap.  11,  no  Ship  arriving 
from  beyond  Sea,  shall  be  above  three  days  coming 
from  Gravesend  to  her  place  of  Discharge  in  the 
Thames,  without  touching  at  any  Wharf^  Quay,  or 
place  adjoining  to  either  Shore  between  Gravesend 

2  and 


m 


^ihm  on  Sa^Majtcrtrtspeciittg  their  jfgrttBiau»<.  \ 

,  wili  SfamtK. 

And  further,  by  tbc   Act  <>f  3  Geo.  II.  c^,  3GL  , 

every  Scamjn  sbippiog  hinoseH'  on  board  gny  Mer-  ' 
tbaut  Vessel,  io  Foreign  Tratli:,  shall,  wichin  three  , 
days,  (and  in  the  Coasting  Trade  upon  bis  cntcriog,) 
-  sign  an  Agreement,  doeUting  the  wages  and  ibc  voy- 
age, (cxarpt  Apprentices)  or  in  default,  the  Maattt 
shall  forfeit  5l.  per  man  to  Greenwich  Uospttali  and  | 
on  the  arrival  of  any  Vcflcl  from  beyond  Seas  ia 
the  Thames,  (or  in  any  part  of  Great- Britain,)  tbc 
M.iMcr  fImII  priy  thf  sMmon  il-.rir  ^v.i_'c^  'Aufi!;;  -Mnv 
days  (aiul  nithin  Cvc  dav^  in  the  Coasting  Trade,) 
after  the  Vci^cl  is  ciucrcd  at  tlic  CLisioin-Hon>e,  (ex- 
cepting thcfL-  is  a  previous  Aj^'rccnicnt  to  the  con- 
trary,) or  at  the  lime  of  the  discharge,  deducting  all 
such  penalties  as  may  he  due  from  them  for  breach 
of  Laws.— Penalty  to  the  Ma'^tcr  Twenty  Shillings 
alMive  lheu;!-c-. 


li;   ill- 

■  .\s-i  nl",-);  Gf'd.  lU.  cap.  3~,  for  preventirig 

fl.-icil;;':; 

of.S.air.oii  i;i  l!.c  West-India  Trade  :   Ship- 

Mastrrj 

liiriiiiT  Scntneii  who  have  deserted  from  any 

ot!i_-i'  Sli; 

-,  ;;,..-j.r  a  ;',-i;;ihy  of  !<X)I.     They   are  aI=o 

,.v,.h;!,i,o 

11  tiThi  hiring  Scam-'ii  in   the  West-Indies, 

;,i  ninr.-  ; 

Itaii  d>.iib!c  w; T,c?,   ini!e<3  hy  licence  of  the 

tM.vcrri^n 

■  of  the  I'lacc,   tnnlcr  a  like  {K;naltv  of  lOOl. 

]'>,-ry  -i': 

■lidiiig  Ship   to  the  \\"est-lndies  is   to  have 

an    Apj,n 

i-r.iice    unjcr    1"    _\e;ii's    of  acre,    for   every 

!":nuiL->: 

U:::_-  Lurdcii.  and  >nrl:  .\pprcntiee  to  be  iii- 

rollcd 
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»car  the  place,  and  in  the  day  time,  to  enter  into 
any  house  or  other  place,  and  in  case  of  resistance, 
to  break  open  Doors,  Chests,  and  other  Packages ; 
to  seize  any  Goods  prohibited  and  uncustomed,  and 
to  secure  the  same  in  his  Majesty's  Storehouse  ia 
the  next  Port. 

By  9  Geo.  II.  cap.  35,  §  27,  all  Goods  found 
concealed  on  board  any  Ship  after  the  Master  shall 
have  made  his  report  at  the  Custom-house,  and  not 
mentioned  in  the  said  Report,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  seized  and  prosecuted  by  any  Officer  of  the 
Customs,  and  the  Master  of  such  Ship,  fin  case  he 
was  privy  to  such  concealment,)  shall  forfeit  treble 
the  value  of  the  Goods. 

By  5  Geo.  III.  cap.  43,  §  1,  all  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Merchandise  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  found  con- 
cealed in  any  Chest,  Trunk,  Bale,  Cask,  or  other 
Package,  or  amongst  any  of  the  Goods,  Wares,  or 
Merchandise  contained  therein,  at  any  time  after  the 
same  shall  have  been  sent  to  his  Majesty's  Store- 
house, by  any  Officer  of  Customs,  (in  pursuance  of 
Statute  13  &  14  Car.  11.  cap.  1 1  :) — and  which  shall 
not  have  been,  within  twenty  days  after  the  first 
entry  of  the  Ship  in  which  they  were  imported,  duly 
entered,  and  the  Customs,  and  other  Duties  for 
them,  paid  or  secured ;  or  which  shall  be  found 
concealed  in  any  Chcbt,  He,  or  inclosed  in  any  of 
the  Goods  therein  contained,  which  shall  be  brought 
on  Shore  by  special  Sufferance,  or  order  from  the 
Commissioners  or  principal  Officers  of  Customs,  at 

the 


tuous  Liquors,  over  t 
on  hoard,  fr  tny    Tr 
CofFcc  ahrvr   Niintcf 
thall  rlandisiiiiciy  l!r.[ii 
tint-ly  Imiiortcd,  ouy  . 
quors,  cr    cj/v    f'tiur    i„ 
whereby  the  O'.vniTs  tic 
or  whereby  siieh  \'e>.-ii 
Master  shall  not  niily  llir 
tlien  due,  but  alao  treblt 
Spirituous  Liquors.  Tea, 
customed  Goods  wIiatFo 
which  the  Master  shall  b 
in  force  ;  which  pciialtie 
be  recovered  of  the  M 
Owners. — ^  1. 

By  ^  2  of  the  paid  Ac 
bhall    clandestinelv  eum 
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Wages  then  due,  and  also  Ten  Shillings  each  for  every 
gallon  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  Ten  Shillings  for 
every  Pound  of  Tea,  and  also  Ten  Shillings  for 
every  Pound  of  Coffee. — And  by  §  3,  if  such 
Mates  or  Seamen,  shall  commit  such  offences  in 
time  of  War,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Owners  to 
send  such  Mates  or  Seamen,  on  board  some  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  of  War ;  there  to  serve  for  three 
years,  except  such  as  are  old,  disabled,  or  unfit  for 
such  service. 

This  Act  is  to  be  printed,  and  put  up  in  some  con- 
spicuous part  of  every  British  Vessel,  trading  to  or 
from  this  Kingdom ;  and  whenever  the  printed 
Copies  shall  be  damaged,  the  Master  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  immediately  replaced,  under  the  penalty 
of  One  Shilling  a-day  daring  such  omission  ;  to  be 
paid  to  the  Owners,  and  levied  by  Warrant,  under 
the  hands  and  Seals  of  one  or  more  Justices. 

By  §  7  of  the  Statute  13  &  14  Charles  II.  c.  11, 
it  is  enacted,  that  if  any  Keeper  of  any  Wharf^ 
Crane  or  Quay,  or  their  Servants,  shall  knowingly, 
suffer  to  be  taken  up  or  Landed,  or  shall  ship-off^ 
or  suffer  to  be  water-borne  from  their  Wharfs,  &c. 
any  Goods  prohibited,  or  whereof  any  Duties  are 
payable,  without  the  presence  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Customs,  or  at  times  not  appointed  by  Law;  or 
Goods  passing  by  Certificates,  Waste- cocquet,  or 
otherwise,  without  notice  given  to  his  Majesty's 
Officers;  every  such  Wharfinger  shall  forfeit  100 /. — 
And  if  any  Goods  shall  be  taken  in  from  the  Shore 

into 


in  Ueti  of  tbe.  watchmen  iocumbenL  on  SliifMnrDen 
to  employ,)  and  tbat  tbe  said  Constables  do  waich 
tbe  ships,  stores,  and  cargo,  and  attend  tbe  L^tBTg 


LUMPCTS. 
II.  That  the  Foremen  Lunpcn  ihill,  ander  tbr  difcetion  vf  lie 

Suptiintendant  of  Lumpen,  i«  that  the  Guig»  pecfarai  diae 
duty  with  diligerice  and  aitcntiutu  —la 

in.  Ttui  Ute  Furenun  and  hit  Gang  ihaQ   attend  thq  Mi ' 

Folk*  Offi«  at  Five  o'Clock  in  ibe  Somoicr,  Mid  w 
thx)  Six  in  the  Winier,  and  rrpair  immoduielr  to  iaHt  3 
u  the  SupetinCcndart  KbaQ  diiMt. 

]Y.  That  the  Lumpen  iluU  tubait  19  tlM  oi^cn  of  tkut  i 
man  while  at  Woik. 

V.  That,  in   ccnjunclicn    with   the    Forein.i;!.    !^..■■■ 

Yaids  and  Top-Maits,  gc:  up  the  Derick,  and  prrparr-  every 
tiling  as  hereioforc  done  by  Li:mfK;rs  on  the  Rivo-  Thim«, 
and  then  proceed  lo  ihe  diichargc. 

VI.  Th^t  the  Working  Hours  ih^ill  be  f:am  Six   in  the  Morning 
Night  in  Summer,  acd  from  Sun-rise  to  Sun-sel  in 


till  Six 

Winter 

Vn.   Thai 

ejt  the 

Gne  Hour 
Afternoon. 
Vni.   Iffor  want  of  Entries   o 
not  be  employed,   they   oil 
Inst  rjc I  ions. 

IX.  The  Gangs  of  Loir.pcrs 
Freechei.— No  Frock.-,  Trc 
will  be  allowed. 

X.  Cn  quitting  the  Ship,  every 

Police  Constables. 

XI.  The  whole  Gang  shall  lar.J 


T  Lumper  shall  go  on  Shore  during  the  Day,  tut  sl'dl 

victuals  on  boards— They  shall  be  allowed  Half  tvi 

Breakfast,  at   Eiglir  o'Clock   i:\  the   Mo-ning;  ^rd 

Dinner,  to  rom-;cncc  at  O-.-.e  o'Clock  in  ihe 


(hall    « 
« sen,  J 


Li.mpcr  sLilJ  be  5carcl:ed  h 
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toms,  all  such  Merchandize  shall  be  forfeited.  The 
Master  of  evcrj  Vessel  that  shall  take  in  such  Goods 
in  any  Port,  to  be  landed  in  some  other  Port  of  Eng* 
lun^,  shall,  before  the  Ship  be  carried  out  of  Port, 
take  out  a  Coequct,  and  become  bound  to  the  King 
with  security,  in  the  vjiluc  of  the  Goods,  for  delivery 
thereof,  in  some  Port  within  England  ;  and  (dangers 
of  the  Seas  excepted,)  to  return  a  Certificate  within 
six  months,  that  such  Goods  were  there  landed 
accordingly. 

By  Statute  32  Geo.  III.  c.  50,  §  5,  if  any  Goods 
brought  into  any  Port,  within  this  Kingdom,  from 
any  other  Port  within  the  same,  by  coast-cocquet, 
transire,  let-pass,  or  certificate,  shall  be  unshipped  to 
be  landed,  before  such  Cocquet,  &c.  be  delivered  to 
the  Customer  or  Collector  and  Comptroller  of  the 
place  of  arrival,  and  sufferance  given  from  such  Cus- 
tomer, &c.  the  Master  or  Mariner  taking  charge 
of  such  Ship  consenting  thereto,  shall  forfeit  the 
value  of  the  G(X)ds ;  and  if  any  Goods  of  Foreign 
Product,  coming  coastwise,  shall  be  landed  without 
the  presence  of  an  Officer  of  the  Customs,  such 
Goods,  or  the  value,  shall  be  forfeited. 

All  Goods  saved  out  of  any  Ship  forced  on  Shore, 
or  stranded,  not  being  wrecked  Goods,  (or  flotsam^ 
jetsam,  or  Icigan^)  shall,  after  salvage  and  other 
charges  paid,  be  liable  to  the  like  customs,  draw- 
backs and  allowances,  as  stich  Goods  would  be  liable 
to  in  case  they  were  regularly  Imported. — 5  Geo.  I. 
cpip.  IJ,  ^  13. 

By 
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shall  have  taken  a  , 

and  spedcs  of  sui 

Geo.  III.  c.ip.  Si, 

shippcti  or  lantltil  v 

Officer  of  the  Cu 
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By  12  Geo.  J.  ca 
which  Duties  arc  ,« 
to  be  tsfwltd,  shall 
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is  a  Customer  or  Collector,  all  such  Goods  of  the  pro- 
duce or  manufacture  of  Great  Brifahi,  as  may  be 
lawfully  exported  without  paying  any  duty  {other 
than  the  Goods  excepted  in  the  Table  of  Rates  out^ 
ivard)  so  as  -an  entry  be  first  made  in  the  Custom- 
house, expressing  the  quantities  and  qualities  of  the 
Goods,  and  so  as  the  same  be  shipped  by  the  proper 
Officer ;  on  failure  whereof  the  Goods  to  be  liable  to 
Duty. 

By  24  Geo.  III.  Stat.  2,  cap.  47,  §  26,  the  Mas- 
ter of  every  Vessel,  arriving  at  any  Port,  or  going  out- 
wards from  any  Port  in  this  Kingdom,  in  ballast,  shall, 
if  called  upon  by  the  Collector  or  Comptrollei^  or 
other  Officer  of  the  Customs,  make  a  true  Report  of 
such  Vessel,  both  inwards  and  outwards,  and  answer, 
upon  oath,  to  such  questions  relative  to  the  Voyage 
and  Navigation  of  such  Vessel  as  shall  be  put  to  him 
by  the  Officer  of  Customs,  at  the  Port  where  he  shall 
arrive,  or  from  whence  he  shall  depart;  under  the  Pe- 
nalty of  forfeiting  lOO/.  which  oath  the  Collector,  or 
Officer  of  Customs,  is  to  administer.  Provided  that 
no  Master  of  any  Vessel  in  ballast,  making  Report  as 
above,  shall,  in  respect  thereof,  be  liable  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  any  additional  Fees. 

By  Stat.  27  Geo.  III.  cap.  13,  §  17,  J  8,  IQ,  the 
valud  of  Goods,  paying  a  Duty,  ad  valorem^  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  written  Declaration  of  the  Impor- 
ter [or  Exporter]  or  Proprietor,  or  his  Agent  or  Fac- 
tor; which  Declaration  shall  be  written  on  the  W;ir- 
rant  of  the  entry  of  such  Goods,  and  shall  be  sub- 
scribed 
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the  Shore,  to  be  carried  on  board  any  Sbipo^^^' 
bound,  01  laden  out  of  any  Ship  arriving  from  Fo- 
reign Ports,  wiiiiout  a  Warrant  and  Preacnoc  of  an 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  such  Boat  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  the  Master,  or  any  JVIarincr  of  any  Ship, 
in  ward -bound,  consenting  thereto,  shall  Forrdt  the 
value  of  the  Goods. 


An<lin  case  any  1 
or  Carrying  Aw;iy 
bended  by  the  t 
and  may  be  Comir 
Behaviour,  until  < 
chcqticr.- — On  con- 


ill  assist  in  Shipping  off* 
ads,  he  may  be  appre- 
Justico  of  ilie  Peace, 
ic  find  Surety  for  Good 
by  ihc  Barons  of  Ex- 
Second  Olfence  a  pc- 


Kiltvof  si.   or  in  ticfjult  twQ  Months' Imprisonment 
isinflu-t,-.]. 

By  ihc  Statute  cf  ao  Geo.  III.  rap.  108,  If  any 
\Vlinr!lni:.-r  or  Dealer  in  Coals,  sh;il]  directly  or  in- 
dircrily  trivc,  lo  aiiv  Labouring  Coal-Mcirc,  any 
llcwartl  ur  Cjraiiiiiv  besides  4(1.  |)cr  Chaldron,  he 
eha!!  tiiriat  Cdl.  in  Lonil.'ii,  and  JOl.  in  Westminster 
ami  SMirev.  .'Vn<l  by  the  same  Act,  if  such  Wharf- 
inpcrs  or  Deiih-rs  sImII  use  anv  Sack  less  than  Four 
Feci  iTi  I.cn-lh  and  Two  in  Brc.uhli,  he  shall  Forfeit 
31.  ami  J..ibuuiiii-  Meiers -its. 

Wharr.i-.Ms   on    rhc    H.^nks   of  the  River   shove 

LondoN    liridL^e   ?.vc    rc,-|„ir(<l,    by   11  Geo.  III.  cap. 

45.  \.  ■i:,—-i:.    To  ke-p   Kegel. ir  i:;i;ries   of  Gootl? 

brought   lo    tlieir  V.'li.'ils  (or  C^jrriagc,  and   to  give 

"  Recoils 


BIVER  POLICft.  401 

Customs  at  the  Port,  on  Penalty  of  200/.  on  the 
Master  attd  the  Mate,  except  in  case  of  inevitable  ne- 
cessity; of  which  notice  must  be  given  to  the  Custom- 
house. $  8. 

The  first  Custom-  house  Officer  who  goes  on  boards 
is  to  mark  and  seal  all  such  Packages,  &c.  of  Goods 
as  are  not  stowed  in  the  main  hold  (or  the  chains  or 
other  part  of  the  outside  of  the  Ship) ;  and  such  Goods 
can  be  landed  only  by  special  leave  from  the  Com- 
missioners, and  opened  by  an  order  from  the  proper 
landing  Waiters,  and  in  presence  of  a  superior  Offi- 
cer of  the  Customs.  §  9. 

Altering  such  Marks  or  Seals  subjects  the  Captain 
and  MtxlQ.  to  Penalties  of  200/.  §  10. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  Ship's  arrival 
at  her  Moorings,  the  Master  must  make  oath  before 
the  Collector,  &c.  of  the  Ship's  built  and  burthen,  and 
the  contents  of  her  lading,  and  deliver  the  Manifest 
to  the  Collector,  on  Penalty  of  200/.  §  11. 

Every  Importer  or  Consignee  of  Goods  must  with- 
in twenty  days  after  the  Master's  Report,  enter  his 
Goods  at  the  Custom-house,  and  pay  the  Duties ;  or 
cm  failure,  the  Custom-house  Officers  may  convey 
the  same  to  the  King's  Warehouses,  for  securing  the 
Duties ;  and  if  they  are  not  paid  within  three 
months,  the  Goods  are  to  be  sold  by  the  Officers : 
(Except  in  cases  of  Goods  allowed  to  be  entered  and 
warehoused  on  Bond.)  §  14. 

No  Custom-house  Officer  is  to  permit  any  Vessel 
to  clear  out  until  the  Master  has  given  bond  not  to 

D  s  reland 
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tvc^Bjini,  Shore  aud  JfJarf  ihcttAo  adjoitim^  1 
forces  noi  utilv  tSic  Kc^latmna  and  Bye  Ijiws  | 
lalive  to  the  Fishery  upon  lire  Ri»-«r,  btu  also  ( 
Cognizance  of'  oil  EneroachiKaits  en  tht  &vir  or 
its  Banis,  ami  of  all  Nait^rufj  and  Arat^anca 
wtiercby  the  Navigatifm  may  be  obstmctcd,  or  jn 
any  rcsjicct  injured,  namely — By  Ptithin^  Poles — 
Ereetmg  IV'nafs — Mahttg  Cunsevnays  and  Sftart — 
CoHihmiKg  or  Increasing  ytytet'—Afaiitg  er  ConitfUBttg 
Singes — Erfcling  ff'ailt — Hialding  Pot  Gallerin — 
Planting  Ozitn — Ltiymg  MocriHg  C'Aaini-~~It.Jurii^ 
tie  River  ly  ihrozving  out  RiJ'bish,  Ballast,  tratvr 
ctfur  Arudt — Or  (thstmcttn^  the  Nut-  fati^nhflavJBg 
Llt^hfers  d'lj  ( •■uU  ;-■'  ^7.■;r./,  r  ^l!:<a:;o>^s.—E^cry  Pcr- 
puii  co;iiiiiia;]'.;;  ;iin'  of  d'.c  OHl-iiccs  herein -before 
enmncr.ucd,  or  any  other  OHViicf,  considered  as  an 
Encfj.i.h-ucr.!,  IShn.uicc,  or  Aniir,yance,  is  subject  to  a 
Pro?ffuti('!i  by  lni!;i.';iicrit,  before  the  Court  of 
Cotiicivniicy,  m\A  lo  l"iiie  or  Imprisonment  in  case 
of  CoDvieujn, 

Tin-  Ai-t  of  G  Geo.  II.  c.-ip.  2g,  establishes  an 
imp'.rlani  Police  Kc^riihitioi),  by  prohibiiing,  under 
a  pciiaky  ^A  j\.  any  Bjl!;.--t  being  thrown  into  the 
Ki'.LT,  aiid  di;en,[ig  tiKit  it  shall,  (as  before  sUtd, 
\-ide  %  XIII.)  be  laTid-J  ;:bovc  high  uatcr  mark, 
or  ladi;n  huo  tht:  Lig!:ters  of  ihe  Tri Lilly  Corpora- 
tion. 

By  the  Act  of  s-  Geo.  II.  c.ip.  Hi.  Anv  Person 


throwing    Ruk-i>h,    J.'i.-s,    Dirt, 


Wliarf,  Quav,  oi  liank  : 


tro:Ti   any 


:ljoiii!ng,  or  near  the  Rivt 
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tt.  Wb  are  nat  to  conuder  the  privileges^  dudet^ 
and  protections,  imposed  or  conferred  by  the  Leg^'. 
latare  on  Revenue  Officers  :  Of  these  the  most  tnat«- 
rial  to  be  generally  known,  may  be  classed  under  the  ■ . 
following  Heads :  ■ 

1st.  Such  provisions  of  Statute  I^w  as  secure  the 
purity  of  Revenue  Officers. 

2d.  Such  as  direct  specific  duties  to  be  performed 
by  them  in  searching  Ships,  seizing  GoodS.8EC.  (See 
also  the  directiom  of  the  Mart^est  Act,  in^e  page^ 
immediately  preceding.) 

3d.  Such  as  provide  for  the  safe^  of  thdr  persons  ' 
against  assaults,  and  obstructions  in  the  execntioa  of 
their  duty. 

Under  the  first  head  the  foUinomg  Statutes  deserve 
particular  attention. 

By  Statute  13  and  14  Charies  II.  cap.  11.  §  15, 
No  SJiip  or  Groods  shall  be  seized  as  forfeited  for  un- 
lawful Importation  or  Exportation,  or  for  non-pay" 
ment  of  Customs,  but  by  the  persons  appointed  to 
manage,  the  Customs,  or  by  Officers  of  Customs,  or 
persons  deputed  by  Warrant  from  the  Lord  Tret* 
sureror  Under  Treasurer,  or  by  Commission  from  ha 
Majesty,  under  the  Great  or  Privy  Seal ;  and  if  any 
seizure  shall  be  made  by  any  other  person  for  the 
'  causes  aforesaid,  such  seizures  shall  be  void. 

By  Statutes  1 3  and  14  Charles  II.  cap.  I L ;  4  Wi!-' 
liam  and  Mary,  cap.  3 ;  6  William  and  Mary,  Cap.  1 } 
and  9  Ann.  Qap.2l^  The  Commissioners,  Patent  Offi- 
cers, and  ^1  Clerks,  ServaotSj  8cc,  nnployed  in  the 
B  s  3  GwumA, 


MH 
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Customs,  shall  lake  their  oatb  Ibr  iIk  true  and  tWtli- 
ful  execution  of  tlicir  several  Trusts  anti  Etnploy- 
raents;  tutd  Ihut  Ikty  vnU  lake  »a  reuurj  or  gra- 
.  iuiijf  but  their  retfeettvi  galtifUr,  aud  what  shall  be 
eUofOfJ  ihrnt  hy  the  Cnnvfi,  ur  the  regular  Fta 
estahlishtJ  h  A*rtff,  for  any  scnicc  to  be  done  in  the 
execution  of  ilicir  cmploj'mcnts,  and  ilic  CosntniS' 
sioiicni  and  [iriiicipal  Otficers  in  the  Port  oT  Lmuiaa, 
and  tlic  princi[;:dOfHccrs  in  the  uuipurt^rOrany  two  of 
them,  arc  Authorised  to  adtnraistcrsuch  oath,  and  to 
cause  ihc  same  to  be  registered  in  the  Custom -boose. 
liv  6  !ind  7  William  III.  cap.  7.  S  *'*»  Any  OiHcer 
of  thu  Cu-^toinit  duly  employed  in  the  execution  of 
his  Ollicc,  on  any  extraordinary  service  Dot  requited 
by  Law,  is  authorised  lo  receive  sucli  rvcompcDce 
from  the  person  dc«ring  hU  atteiKlaoce,  as  the  Coca- 
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tomsor'Excfsey  todo  any  ict  whereby  his  Mlajeist^ 
might  be  defrtfiided  in  his  said  Revenues;  eveipy  per^ 
son  shall  forfeit  for  such  OfFeoce,  50/. 

By  a  more  modern  Statu te^  which  appears  to  hamtf 
been  passed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the  ix)0t  of 
the  evil,  it  is  enacted.  That  if  any  Officer  of  the 
Navy,  Customs,  or  Excise,  shall  mnkt  ar^' coffushe 
seizure,  or  shall  deliver  up,  or  shall  make^any  agree* 
ment  to  deliver  up,  or  not  to  seisse  any  VesSfeJ^  of  khy 
Goods  liable  to  forfeiture,  by  this  bt  dtiy .  {SVh#  ac^ 
or  shall  directly  or  itidirectly  take  any  bYibe'  *6f  regard 
for  the  neglect  or  non-performance  of  his  ■dtttyj'sUch 
Officer  shall  forfeit  Fhe  Hundred  Pounds ,  imi'bfri'eni 
dered  incapable  of  serving  his  Majesty  in  any  Ofiic^ 
civil  or  military  ;  and  if  any  person  whatsdeveF'rfiall 
give,  offer,  or  promise  to  give,  any  bribe  or  rcwarA 
to,  or  make  any  collusive  agreement  with,  any  Office* 
of  the  Navy,  Customs,  or  Excise,  to  do,  conceal^  o^ 
connive  at,  any  act  whereby  any  of  the  provisions  of 
any  act  relative  to  Customs  or  Excise,  may  bo  evSded 
or  broken,  such  person  shall  (whether  th*  bIRrbe 
accepted  or  performed  or  not)  forfeit  Five  Hundred 
Pounds. — 24  Greo.  III.  Stat.  2.  cap.  47.  §  32. 

If  any  Officer  of  the  Customs  shall  embezzle  any 
Goods  lodged  in  any  Warehouse  in  his  cifsWdyvhe 
shall  forfeit  double  the  vaktoof  the  Goods  dmti^^^ted 
to  the  party  grie\'cd  wrthCosts.'S  AWri.  da]»  lCB^'27; 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  it  is ' proper  'tbfld^crt 
\Q  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  Cemmitfey\iffRosii^-nd^ 

mirable 


UTER  POLiCE.  407 

Officers  were  in  1794, about  20,850/.  in  1795,21,635/. 
and  in  1796,25,391/. 

The  G>mmittee  appear  particularly  to  recommend 
the  Abolition  of  the  Fees  to  Ouidoor  Officers ;  and 
for  this  purpose  state,  that  an  adequate  provision 
might  be  conveniently  and  fairly  obtained  by  a 
small  Duty,  on  the  principal  articles  of  Imports^  ap- 
portioning the  duty  according  to  the  share,  which  the 
Trade  of  each  Country  contributes  to  the  whole 
Trade  of  Great  Britain.* 

Of  the  Statutes  giving  specific  directions  0S  to 
Seizures  J  &c.  by  Revenue-Officers^  the  following  seem 
to  require  special  notice. 

By  the  Stat.  6  Geo.  L  c.  21 .  §39.  it  is  enacted, That 
if  prohibited  or  customable  Goods  shall  be  found  by  any 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  in  the  custody  of  any  persons 
being  in  a  Hoy,  Lighter,  Barge,  Boat  or  Wherry,  on 
the  water,  or  coming  directly  from  the  water- side,with- 
out  the  presence  of  an  Officer;  or  if  such  Goods,  upon 
the  information  of  one  credible  person,bc  found  in  any 
House  or  Place,  on  a  search  made  according  to  the 
directions  of  13  and  14  Car.  II.  c.  1 1.  (see  Division 
I.  tf«/^  page390)  such  Officer  may  put  the  said 
Goods  into  the  King's  Warehouse,  till  the  Claimers 
make  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Customs,  that  the  Duties  have  been  paid  or  se- 
cured for  the  customable  Goods,  or  that  the  same 
had  been  bought  in  a  lawful  way,  or  that  the  Goods 
had  been  compounded  for,  or  condemned  in  the  Ex- 

*  Sec  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee,  pp.  14*  25. 

chequer. 
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chequer,  or  been  dciiverod  by  Writ  of  that  C 
and  ttiai  the  prutiibitcd  Goutl'i  had  been  cocnjioandn) 
for, condemned  cw  delivered;  in  whieh  case  such  Goodl_ 
»baM  be  delivered  without  charj^ 

By  ^  43  of  the  same  Act,  If  say  Oificcr  <if 
CuMonis  be  iL'^irouft  to  Kixc  and  prneocvie 
Goods,  eoiv.iil)«uindlng  any  direniotiii  of  the 
minsioiicrs  tor  iltlivcry  of  ihc  Goods, surh  Officer 
seize  and  prtK-ccuto .  tlie  same  ;  in  which  case  ihe 
Officer  so  proiiccuting,  sliall  be  lioUc  to  be  sued  by 
ihc  Owner,  for  recovery  of  the  same',  or  the  ndnc 
thereof  with  tests  j  «•  if  the  Gsmnitsftonrrv  stall 
not  order  ilie  dclivcrj-  of  the  Good«,  the  Owner  may 
tuc  fur  the  rcro\'cry  thereof,  with  costA  and  datt»|es 
ia  any  Court  of  Record  at  Wwuninstcr. 

fiy  Sent.  11  Geo.  I.  c  28.  $  I?,  Any  OuuUmjJ 
-.1.— — _..— *"»a:___  ^r  •(-.  r* — . -a — -t  _     -•Ji 
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drawback  for  such  Goods,  and   the  value  of  the 
Ijroods. 

By  Statute  9  Geo.  II.  c.  35.  §  29,  It  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  Officer  of  the  Customs  or  Excise  (produc- 
ing his  Warrant  or  Deputation,  if  required)  to  go  on 
board  any  Coasting  Ship,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Ports,  and  to  rummage  such  Ships  for  prohibited  and 
uncustomed  Goods,  and  to  stay  on  board  during  the 
time  the  same  shall  continue  within  the  limits 
of  such  Port ;  and  if  any  person  shall  hinder  any 
Officers  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  rn  going  or  re- 
maining on  board  such  Coasting  Ship,  or  in  the 
searching  thereof,  such  person  shall  forfeit  lOOl. 

By  Statute  24  Geo.  III.  Statute  2.  c.  47.  §  28, 
Where  the  Master  of  any  Vessel  shall  report  any 
Bales  or  Packages  of  any  Groods,  contents  unknown] 
for  Exportation,  any  Custom-House  Officer  is  au- 
thorised to  open  such  Bales  and  Packages,  on  board 
such  Vessels  so  reported,  and  examine  the  contents 
thereof^  or  to  bring  them  on  shore  to  his  Majesty's 
Warehouse,  at  the  Custom-House,  for  the  Port 
where  such  report  is  made,  if  necessary,  and  such 
Officer  shall  be  indemnified,  and  not  liable  to  any 
action  for  so  doing  :  and  in  case  it  shall  appear  on 
such  examination,  that  such  Bales  or  Packages  shall 
contain  any  Goods  prohibited  to  be  imported,  or 
liable  to  forfeiture  upon  being  imported  into  this 
Kingdom,  by  any  Law  then  in  force,  all  such  Goods, 
and  the  Package  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited;  and  in 
case  such  Goods  shall  not  be  prohibited,  such  Goods 

shall 
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son  SO  offending  being  convicted,  shall  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death. 

Bv  §  11  of  the  Statute  24  Geo.  III.  Statute  2.  c 
47,  If  any  person  upon  the  shore,  or  on  board  any 
Ship,  Vessel  or  Boat,  shall  maliciously  shoot  at  any 
Shipj  Vessel,  or  Boat,  belonging  to  the  Navy,  or  ia 
the  service  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  within  the 
limits  of  any  Port  of  Great  Britain,  [or  within  four 
leagues  from  any  part  of  the  Coast  thereof;]  or  if  any 
person  being  on  shore,  or  on  board  any  Ship,  shall 
maliciously  shoot  at,  maim,  or  dangerously  wound 
any  Officer  of  the  Navy,  or  of  the  Customs  or  Ex- 
cise, whether  attempting  to  go  on  hoarcl,  or  being  an 
hoard,  or  returning  from  o?i  board  any  Ship,  &c.  or 
otherwise  acting  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  on 
shore,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  Port  of  Great  Bri-' 
tain,  [or  within  four  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  Coast 
thereof;]  or  shall  maliciously  shoot  at,  maim,  or 
wound  any  person  aiding  such  Officer,  every  person 
so  offi^nding,  and  every  person  aiding  therein  shall 
be  guilty  of  Felony  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

By  19  Geo.  III.  cap.  48.  §  10,  &c..  If  any  per* 
son  whatsoever  shall  assault,  resist,  oppose,  molest, 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  any  Officer  of  Customs  or  Excise 
in  seizing  or  securing  any  Coffee,  Tea,  Cocoa-Nuts, 
Chocolate,  Foreign  Brandy,  or  other  Foreign  Spirituous 
Liquors,  or  any  other  Goods  whatsoever,  liable  to  be 
seized,  or  shall  by  force  or  violence  rescue,  or  cause 
to  be  rescued,  any  of  ihe  said  G<xxls,  after  they  are 
geized,  or  shall  attempt   to  do  so;  or,  after  such 

seizurity 


him  to  tlu-  iic.\t  Com 
Quarter  St-.;.i,j|,v,  [,. 
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Army  nr  \iivv. 
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the  next  County  Gaol,  there  to  remain  until  the 
[next]  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Great-session, 
or  Gaol  delivery,  or  until  the  Offender  shall  be  de- 
livered by  due  course  of  law  ;  and,  in  case  an  indict- 
ment shall  be  found  against  such  Offenders,  or  any 
of  them,  they  shall  plead  thereto,  without  having 
time  to  traverse  the  same,  as  is  usual  in  cases  of  Mis- 
demeanors, and  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall, 
by  order  of  the  Court,  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  River  Thames,  or  any  other  navigable  River  in 
England^  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  as 
under  19  Geo.  III.  (i.  74.  in  cases  of  Grand  Larceny; 
or  the  Court  may  order  such  Offender  to  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Common  Gaol,  or  House  of  Correction,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

By  §  35  of  the  Statute  9  Geo.  II.  c.  35,  If  any  per- 
son passing  with  prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods, 
and  armed  with  offensive  weapons,  shall  hinder  any 
Officer  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  who,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  bis  duty,  shall  offer  to  search  or  seize  any 
prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods  from  any  person 
passing  with  such  Goods,  and  armed  as  aforesaid,  by 
beating  the  Officers  or  other  persons  acting  in  their 
assistance  ; — it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  Officers  of  Ms 
Majesty's  Customs  or  Excise,  and  all  persons  by  them 
called  to  their  assistance,  who  are  so  resisted,  to 
oppose  force  to  force f  and  by  the  same  methods  that 
are  violently  used  against  them,  and  by  which  their 
lives  arc  endangered,  to  defend  themselves  and  exe- 
cute the  duty  of  their  office:  and  if  any  person  so 

resisting 


ifaai  be  B»y  be  Rpnmandcd  or  dtflnineS^  Ktoitfii  to-lbi 
wtun  of  the  oficaCB. 

jfh.  Thit,  «a  in  tddiriorul  mrniK  of  prcvwtion  will  mt 
from  a  gcrwra]  RegiiicT  of  Lnmfers  M  ihr  MaHoa  "PoGre- 
Offict,  midcr  proper  regubrrofu; — (he  Inrtiturion  wtl!  thta 
embrace  two  objrcTS. — DftKf'tsn—znA  Pttmihrnenf,  vnArs  ibe 
Police-Dcpanment :  xoA  Prmathn,  uadcr  tbc  Oitcfau^ing- 
Dcpartmcnt.  This  h«(  ii  of  great  itrportancc  in  peiftcciig 
ihc  System,  and  without  w-h'Kh,  ihe  Fixt  of  London  cm 
ftcvn  be  completely  nsnird  fnmi  ihat  impiiUiion  of  hafanol 
luid  di^raccfut  pepretbliotis  upon  ConvmercUl  Pioppiy, 
whiHi  has  amen  out  of  ibc  pmcni  lOtxlc  of  dtdnugin^  Vcs- 
■cls.  It  is  therefoTC  propowd  (o  abolish  the  old  Sy<»em,  » 
nnnoui  and  dcsiTueiive  to  the  Fon  of  Loaioa,  and  lb 
discharge  Wc5t-lndia  Sliip?  bv  rr-in<  ff  Lnrrpri^,  who  ffial^ 
be  aiiached  lo  the  Marirtr-l'^lic;  F„t3b!i£h:r:c.iT.  arJ  who  uiil 
be  emptoycd  in  rotaiioa.  ar.d  victi:al!al  by  ihe  Oi^T.trs  on 
board  the  Ship,  under  a  reputable  person  in  the  character  of  a 
Koremart,  wh.i  bhall  be  arswcrabls  fer  the  cjuick  and  rejulu 


,  gre 


!  adv-art: 


■3ges  arc, 


which 


di'patch  cf  ahJpj. 

iray  i;r(;;'L--iionably  be  cxpccial  lo  rcst;!t  from  this  bystcm, 
iii  ?i::llm  u:!1  depend  on  ilic  support  imi  u.-iion  of  the  Sbip- 
Oiviitrs  a.s  "ill  as  1:11.  Mcuhjiiis,  in  aiiathing  tbemsclits 
closely  10  ihis  nciv  Iii^truinun  ;  and  Jn  fi-iiiung  rcsulutions  ro 
conf.  rm  to  the  Ruiti  cf.sblibhed  fcr  the  Prortaioii  of  Property 
in  the  River  ;  a!;d  to  disch^rj^e  their  \'cs;cls  by  no  othsr 
Lirnipcrs  ilian  those  \v!;o  ari;  rci;istertd  and  fur.-.iihcd  by  the 
Establislimtnt. 

It  is  with  peculiar  iJti^fa-l■on  that  the  Cointnlitcc  find  ihem- 
•eivcs  tnableJ  lu  Mate,  tVoni  cvay  estimate  (hey  have  hiilitrto 
b^i.n  jlilu  lu  iurm,  that  the  exptnse  of  Liunping  out  a  tiiip 
uiuliT  iIk:  new  System,  ^vill  ^iti\j.,[i]y  not  txrctd  [be  avcrage- 
afnoijiii  hitl.iri'j  paiJ  I'jr  Lump-.fs  and  VVjtclimcn  ; — the 
wiiolc  ul  liiu  tVl^ht  on  the  ciia:;;iry  of  Trodiice  usiully  j-lun- 

dtf.d, 
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Action ;  which  Assessment  shall  be  made  and  levied 
as  in  cases  of  Robberies. 

To  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious  Actions  against 
Revenue  Officers,  by  which  they  are  peculiarly  liable 
to  be  harassed,  it  is  enacted,  by  §  23  of  the  Stat.  2S 
Geo.  III.  cap.  37  ;  that  no  Writ  shall  be  sued  out 
against  any  Officer  of  Customs  or  Excise,  or  against 
any  person  acting  by  their  order,  in  their  aid,  for  any 
thing  done  in  execution  of  their  duty,  until  one  month 
after  notice  in  writing,  shall  have  been  delivered  to 
them,  or  left  at  their  abode,  by  the  Attorney  for  the 
person  who  intends  to  sue  out  such  Writ ;  in  which 
notice  shall  be  clearly  contained,  the  cause  of  action, 
the  name  and  abode  of  the  person  in  whose  name 
such  Action  is  to  be  brought,  and  the  name  and 
abode  of  the  Attorney  ;  on  which  the  Officer  may 
tender  amends,  &c.  as  in  the  case  of  potions  again::i 
Justices  of  Peace. 


Thus  while  the  Author  has  had  occasion,  in  the 
course  of  this  Work,  to  deplore  the  injuries  sustained 
by  the  Revenue  and  the  Public,  from  the  loose  con- 
duct of  not  a  few  of  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  he  has  felt  it  his  duty,  in  this  and 
the  succeeding  Chapter,  to  submit  to  the  Reader, 
and  particularly  to  the  consideration  of  those  engaged 
in  Commercial  and  Nautical. Pursuits,  a  Summary 
View  of  what  is  incumbent  on  the  several  Parties  to 

perform ; 


Bhcr  PaUc,  not  mor 
and  prcvcminfr  1!,^.  c 
""curing  the  rights  of: 
right  Officers  in  llie  la 
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Further  Regulahotis  of  Pexal  Police  on  the  River 
Thames^  ^vhich  may  he  ctiforced  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  London,  as  Magistrates ;  and  hy 
other  Justices  of  Peace,  acting  for  th^  Cities  and 
Counties  adjoining  the  River.  Respecting  Watee- 
MEX  plying  on  the  Thames  ;  their  yipprentices,  Boats, 
&c.  Graveseml  Boats, — The  catching  and  selling 
Fish. — The  I?nportation  and  Sale  of  Coals.—* 
Security  against  Accidents  from  Gun-Powder, 
FiKE,  6fr.  on  the  River. — Rules  and  Penalties 
under  the  Wet-Dock  Act. — The  Acts  respecting 
the  Navigation  of  the  Thames,  Westward  op 
London. 


■r 


Xn  addition  to  the  various  Regulations  already  de- 
tailed in  the  preceding  Chapters,  there  remain  to  be 
noticed  certain  subjects  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames  and  the  Port  of 
London  ;  and  which  depend  on  the  positive  enact- 
ments of  a  multiplicity  of  Statutes,  giving  jurisdic- 
tion over  Offences,  on  or  near  the  River,  to  Magis- 
trates in  the  adjoining  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surry^ 
Kenty  and  Essex.  These,  therefore,  it  becomes  use- 
ful and  important  to  bring  under  the  Review  of  the 

E  fi  Public, 


1.  The  Acts  reU 

Thames:    Th 

And  the  Gri\ 
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London,  in  common  with  the  other  PbrU  of  Eng^. 
land)  and  nautical  afTairs  in  genetali  shall  be  reserved 
for  a  subsequent  Chapter ;  which  will  be  found  im- 
portant, not  only  to  Merchants^  Ship-Owner8>  and 
Seafaring  persons,  but  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in 
the  Welfare  of  this  Commercial  Metropolis ;  and  to 
whom  a  general  and  summaiy  view  of  the  Penal^ 
Statutes  which  have  been  made  for  the  Security  of 
their  Persons  and  Property^  must  be  useful  for  the 
purpc^e  of  guarding  them  against  convictions  for 
Ottcnces^  of  which  it  is  to  be  feared  that  few  arc  suf- 
ficiently aware* 

I.  Respbcting  Waterman. 

The  following  Preamble  to  the  Statute  2  and  3 
Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  l6.  will  shew  the  state  of  the 
Watermen  on  the  River  Thames,  previous  to  the  in- 
terference of  the  Legislature  on  the  subject. 

"  Whereas  heretofore  for  lack  of  good  Govern- 
ment and  due  Order  amongst  Wherrymen  and  Wa* 
termen  exercising,  using,  and  occupying  Rowing 
upon  the  River  of  Thames^  there  have  divers  and 
many  misfortunes  and  mischances  happened  and 
chanced  cf  late  years  past,  to  a  great  number  of  the 
King  and  Queen's  subjects,  as  well  to  the  nobility  as 
to  other  the  common  people,  that  have  passed  and 
repassed,  and  been  carried  by  water,  by  reason,  of 
the  rude,  ignorant^  and  unskilful  number  of  Water- 

£  £  SI  men^ 
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dEcient  Watchmai,  who  woe.  or  ought  to  have  been.  «d- 
plr^ed.  acf onling  to  iHe  cHabliriMd  vsaff  of  tl}e  Pton,  ud  il 
mnij  ihe  rame  rate  of  vngcs-fa} 

Ontheikubjeaof  Pliintlcr,  il  KciQsiraoeccsaij  to  briii{  fbt' 
mn)  the  cviJcn.T>  bcrctafbrc  aMictd.  to  prme  ihe  extent  aod 
magniiudc  of  ihc  evil ;  It  is  laiticicnt  for  (he  pcocnt  purpose  to 
tepcv,  that,  in  many  iHsianccs.  the  Matter  Lumpen  were 
deeply  implicated  in  ihc  crime,  bjr  pocketing  ttic  wnu  for 
which  ihcy  contncieil  to  lump  out,  and  allowing  iheU  inen  u 
retntmciate  ihcm'clves  by  Plunder.  Tlie  Committee,  ilwe- 
loK,  docs  not  cn.-uider  ii  possible  10  tnake  a  fair  compariMut  of 
ihccxpcnce  of  vrorlcing  out  a.  Ship,  under  the  fonaei  ami  pre- 
Knl  SytieiiK,  by  a  Liniple  icItTcncf  to  the  anMuni  of  the  >t- 
■pcciive  Bills  i  jet  they  cannot  doubt,  that,  when  ibc  T^ghk  of 
Duel,  now  lenled  with  iHc  Lumpen  uoder  the  I*o(ic»j|n^»^ii 

and  c.;f  ;■.--■.-../. 

Impp  in^ioihi- Mceiii-.g,  frninthe  n,xu;iicms  wl-,i..h  lia\c 
been  pir»iiK-uJ.  ,h„i  ili,ft;.tJi.Iit  iml'uiJ.iils  follov^cd  ilic  occii- 
paiinn  oi'  C  lunactors  for  liimpirg  out  Wc^l-Iiidia  Shipj,  |te- 
vious  xn  the  E  :j'jli;hincr.t  of  the  Marine  Police,  who  gciituliy 
employcii  I'oicmc:! ;  ai-.J,  luvliig  several  Ships  vvurkingal  the 
Mmc  lime,  scKlom  aiicriilcd  in  person  to  ihclr  Dischatgc. — 
That.  >md'-r  ilie  K-.>v  System,  fixty-^evcn  nautical  Master 
Lnnipcr.^,  who  cither  co;ista:it)v  aitcndcd  ih^mselvc!,  or  ri-de 
it  iheirhii>ini.,-s  til  siipcriii:.;DH  the  LabDurcrs  under  ih.ir  charge, 
were  l.ikfn  iiitu  the  ciiip'o)  ivn-'Jit  i-f  the  InMiluliiin.  and  properly 
sworn  ^[1.1  iri',tn:cti'd,  b'sldes  ti<erily- three    of  the  o'.d  Class. 

(a)  I;i  xhU  \':ow  of  thf  C:i'r,  it  m-JU  be  acJmittea,  thai  nei;!ier 
the  Expeni  c  of  Li:mpirg  nor  Ship  Con't.ililts  can  be  considered  at 
any  af-v  C;-/i.-^'f:  aM  ought  not  to  'je  blended  with  the  actual  R^. 
penceiol  tilt  Poliic  ,'<ysiem,  sinte  Lutn  pert  and  Watch.-nen  mast  be 

The 


River  of  Thames ;  whereby  divers  persons  have 
been  robbed^  and  spoiled  of  their  Goods,  and  alflD 
drowned  : 

^^  An4  for  and  by  the  occasion  aforesaid,  be  daily 
put  in  fear  and  peril  of  their  lives,  the  which  is  veiy 
lamentable,  and  not  to  be  permitted  or  suffered  in 
any  Commonwealth  :  And  by  reason  also,  that  p, 
great  number,  and  the  most  part  of  the  Wherries 
and  Boats  now  occupied  and  used,  arid  of  late  time 
made  ibr  rowing  upon  the  said  River,  been  ix^de  sb 
little  and  small  in  proportion,  and  so  -  strait  and 
narrow  in  the  bottom,  varying  mupb  fnxn  thp  old 
substantial  sort  and  sure  making  of  Boats  and  Wii^f- 
rics,  which  was  used  before  the  space  of  Tweniy 
Years  Jast  past,  insomuch  as  the  most  part  of  Boats 
imd  Wherries  used  at  this  day,  been  so  shallow  ahd 
tickle,  that  thereby  great  pei^il  and  danger  of  drown- 
ing hath  many  times  ensued,  and  daily  is  like  to  en« 
sue,  unless  some  speedy  remedy  be  herein  bad  and 
provided." 

For  the  reJformation  of  these  Evils  it  is  enacted. 
That  there  shall  yearly  be  appointed  by  the  Loiti 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  eigh/  persons  of  the 
most  wise,  discreet,  and  best  sort  of  Watermen, 
being  Householders  and  employed  as  Watermen,  to 
be  Overseers  and  Rulers  of  all  the  Whtfrymen  and 
Watermen  on  the  River  Tha»ies^  between  Gravesend 
and  fVifidsor. 

By  §  6  of  this  Act,  the  Lond  Mayor und  Alder- 
men, and  Justices  of  Peace  ia  the  Counties  next  ad- 
joining 
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i.-'iii'T  :r  f^f  V.-vfr.  w-tl>iii  their  rreprctivc  Jurif<!-r. 
tior-,  .'■■'■  rv;- -vrrcH.  ncit  (nily  tn  heir  and  dcienniiic 
a!i  C  ::::-■•■■.  :t  Ori-iuo'!  n;r.iiii-t  thr  Art,  wifr 
lr.;;;,.:i-  i-.i^-r  thnn  by  tl;>- snid  KtiliT'S  :  I'lit  a'v 
t  >i'.nu-;  ;;■  !  rotr.iin  thf  [•nMtvdiiij:^  (.t'lhv-  Uu!er< 
i' CTr.ilv's.  ,  1  i.!-ci.  v.IuTc  llioy  Ii;ivo  cxreuK-il  ihivr 


'V'.::-  r-  ^'  .S:..-iUi-  (if  impi  rt-iiu-i-  jia-i><'d  on  tliis 
.ni'.i'.-l  v.,j  Vr  llih:mc!  1  jth  Wini.iiii  III.  .-ai'.  Ql. 
I'l  ■  ire:::;,::.-  ct'  wirvh  n\-U-<.  tlliit  '*  Nuwith- 
^;:!;..|::;,:  !::<■  I»i'a>  i!i;H  !;.:'!  iiciii  iluivtoforc  mMi.' 
j^r  L  '■'  i  ":  ■■ ".  Kii';'. :'!!'!  (iiviTiiii;(.-nt,  nmongsithc 
\\':!t(  ::.:■■:!  :::.l!  U'Iu  rr_u:;ci:.  U-i:i[j  iiiid  rowingon 
t'lc  .-,.■  !  I;.-.  T  ..r'  7\'i.::-;,.u  i:  h..  :  n:tc:i:i::(cs  h.ipiKnaf, 
t!;^E    (i;u-:-..    :-.T-fii>   p:.>-irii;   l.y  w;.iv  r  upon  t!jc  *.U.: 

Kivor,  haii  bci-n  pm  in  daUH'T  of  their  Lircs  and 
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in  working  of  Lighters,  and  other  large  Crdft,  Ships 
and  Vessels  were  hindered  in  the  delivery  of  Coldf » 
and  were  thereby  frequently  stopped  in  the  proceed 
of  their  Voyages,  and  the  Goods  and  Lives  of  divers 
of  his  Majesty's*  subjects  were  likewise  frequently 
endangered  and  lost,  and  notorious  Disorders  wefe 
occasioned." 

It  is,  therefore,  enacted.  That  all  Laws  then  in 
force  respecting  Watermen,  shall  be  put  in  execudpn ; 
and  that  every  person  being  a  Lighterman  or  Own^ 
of  any  Lighter,bctween  Gravesend  ^tA  Windsor^  shall 
be  of  the  Watermen's  Company  ;  and  the  Wherry- 
men,  Watermen,  and  Lightermen  are  declared  to  be 
one  Company. 

In  addition  to  the  Eight  Rulers  to  be  elected  by 
the  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  under  the 
Q.A  and  3d  Phil,  and  Mary,  three  Rulers  are  also  to 
be  chosen  out  of  twelve  persons  to  be  nominated  to 
that  Court  by  the  Lightermen.  The  Elections  arc  to 
be  at  the  first  Court  of  Aldermen  after  June  1  st. 
annually;  and  the  Eleven  thus  chosen  arc  to  be 
called  the  Overseers  and  Riders  of  all  the  JVherrymin, 
IVatermen,  and  Lightermen,  on  the  Thames,  between 
Gravesend  and  Windsor  \  who  are  to  register  the 
Lightermen :  and  to  appoint  Assistants,  Auditors, 
&c.  and  to  make  Bye-laws  for  regulating  the  affiurs 
o(  the  Company,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Court  of 
Aldermen,  and  confirmed  by  one  of  the  two  Chief 
Justices;  with  reasonablepenalties  to  enforce  the  s^e. 
Powers  are  given  to  the  Lord  Mayor^  Aldermeny'and 

2  Justices 
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I^^wer^  in  case  no  distress  could  be  found  to  be  made 
for  the  Penalties,  authority  is  given  to  the.  Lotd 
Mayor,  Aldermen^  and  Justices  o(  FtSLce,  'm  their 
several  Juriedictions,  to  commit  Offenders  to  the 
House  qf  Correction,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  oo&" 
month  nor  less  than  fourteen  days  :  This  JorisdiGlion 
IB  also  confinned  by  the  Act  lO  George  II.  cap.  3 1 . 
§  15. 

The  preanoble  of  this  Statute,  10  Geo.  II.  cap.  3) . 
recites  theStatuteSi  (2and3  PhiL  and  Mary^eap^ld; 
ijac.  I.  cap.l6;  11  and  1(2  William  III.  cap.  21.«nd 
4  Ann.  cap.  id.)  already  alluded  to;  in  coDsequeinab 
of -the  ktt^r  of  which  Watermen, 'VY^^^rymen,  and 
Lighterinjen  *^  were  at  liberty  to  take  v/hat  number 
of  Apprentices,  and  at  what  age  they  Jthought  fit^ 
though  they  had  not  saiiicicnt  Business  to  employ 
and  maintain  such  Apprentices,  nor  any  -Habitation 
or  Place  of  Abode  to  retain  and  keep  tlicm  at,  and 
though  such  Apprentices  were  too  weak  for  \tbc 
work  or  labour  required  in  such  occupation,  whereby 
such  Apprentices  became  idle  and  profligate^  and 
many  and  great  damages  had  frequently  happened  to 
Goods  and  Passengers,  by  the  unskilfulness  of  such 
Apprentices;  and  the  good  intention  of  theaaid  Act 
for  breeding  able  and  sufKcient  Seamen  for  the  Royal 
Navy  was  eluded." 

By  §  12  of  the  same  Statute,  it  is  stated,  '^  That 
many  inconveniences  and  casualties  had  frequently 
happened,  and  often  arose  to  the  endangering  of  the 
Lives  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects^  passing  and  repassing 

by 
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This  Preamble  also  recites  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Act,  11  and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  for  ap- 
pointing Rulers  and  making  Bye-laws^  and  giving 
jurisdiction  over  offences,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  and  Justices,  as  has  been  already  stated. 

It  then  proceeds  to  recite,  that  "  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  Act,  1 1  and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  certain 
Rules  and  Orders  had,  from  time  to  time,  been  made 
for  the  better  rule  and  government  of  the  Company, 
but  that  the  same  had  proved  inadequate  and  inefiec- 
tual :  And  that  it  would  tend  to  the  more  speedy  and 
cfi^tual  Administration  of  Justice,  and  be  of  great 
Public  utility  and  convenience,  if  so  much  of  the  said 
Act,  2  and  3  Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  l6.  as  subjects 
persons  taking  more  than  their  Fare,  to  the  fine  of 
Forty  Shillings,  and  also  to  half  a  year's  imprison- 
ment, should  be  repealed :  And  if  the  Court  of 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  authorised  and  im- 
powered  to  make  reasonable  Rules,  Orders,  and 
Constitutions,  for  governing  and  regulating  the 
Watermen,  Wherrymen,  and  Lightermen,  upon  the 
River  Thames :  And  if  the  Lord  Mayor,  Recorder,  or 
any  one  Alderman,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
within  the  Shires  and  Places  next  adjoining  to  the 
said  River  Thames,  between  Gravesend  and  fFindsor, 
should  respectively  have  full  power,  and  authority  to 
adjudge,  ascertain  and  settle  the  several  Penalties, 
and  to  enfon(^  payment  of  the  same,  and  to  put  the 
Laws,  Statutes,  Rules,  Orders  and  Constitutions, 
piade,  and  to  be  made,  in  execution :  And  efieciually 

to 
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be  nude  for  the  same,  unci  the  Masier  Lumper  sHall  rcceiie 
from  ihc  Commanding  OiFiccraCcrtiBcaic,  specifying  ilicmn 
bbour  ihus  prrfnrmn),  and  the  swa  agreed  to  be  piud  far  ihe 
tdmc,  unless  such  Officer  sh*U  cfaooK  lo  settle  for  such  Woik 
himself. 

III.  In  all  intunces  it  U  urulcfslooj,  iliaf  wtiete  such  ma 
Work  is  paiil  for  on  the  Certilicatn  of  the  Comimnding 
Officers,  vrha  have  agt«  le,  tiic  sum  paid  shill  du*c 

a  pan  of  the  gcncml  Di  a  be  setttcj  ami  paid  t>y  the 

Ship's  Husband  on  a  fii  t  of  the  account. 

A  Matter  Lxim^r,  Iwtuj 

ptruttd  the  RuUt  Itriv  Ptiitt  EstaSHtimtnt, 

avd  ihi  difftreta  j       »«  n,fir  trdituirj  ami txlmr" 

dinarj  leimir,  it  deilan  ^jkd  vnth  tht  lame.    U^t- 


.1   r,^::,h:,/:ra„.  :,:.■„.  fr,n    l!:-    f„„;,„:;r   S.\-.:.-   ,.-J 

li,.!:,  /j/i:;ii., ■;;,-,,,  :.   ;  a:-  urLniiic  I-.-  G,.;^.^;,.; 

.,-h;',.:,\   .., -.i!;r,.   tr:„.  •  Iv    hA  d-dili,.,  ■;   li.-   C„h  .:■  ! 
P.,.i  ■r„,  i,  ,-./,  ,;j;  I.   ,:,  l,.i,m:  :(  lli    Si-p-O^  :m  .::.: 

W'l'.cn  a  .SIJ;)  is  m1  pcci;!bi'y  circt;!iis:anced  .n  to  require 

frum  i!jj,i.iu.-,  .'r  i!il-  WI  ciL^liLinn  of  the  C.isl;^  a:;d  Packa^?, 
:.ii!:ai  cm  ilic  I'liUiiiw  of  .ire  SItip  sl.a'.l  V  car:irJ  raby 
l-'jv-lali  IT,  a:  a-  liieap  a  v.v.c  a^  it  laii  be  [n.xiiici,  an  J  a  true 
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tk  Justices  of  the  Peace,  within  their  respective  Ju- 
risdictions, to  summon  Offenders  (within  six  days 
after  any.  Offence  is  committed)  and,  on  the  refusal 
to  appbar,  to  apprehend  them  by  Warrant,  and  to 
punish  them  by  Fine,  not  exceeding  the  Penalty  im- 
posed for  the  OfFerrce  ;  or,  in  case  of  refusal  to  pay 
the  Fine,  by  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
month. 

A  like  authority  is  given  to  summon,  apprehend, 
and  punish  persons  refusing  to  pay  Watermen  thehr 
Fares,  &c. 

Authority  is  also  given  to  two  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Watermen's  Company  (as  well  as  to  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, Recorder,  and  Justices)  to  hear  Complaint* 
between  Watermen  and  Watermen,  their  Widows, 
Apprentices,  &c. 

An  Appeal  is  by  this  Act  given  from  the  Mayor^ 
Aldermen,  Recorder,  Justices  or  Rulers  of  the  Com- 
pony,  to  the  Quarter  Scssbns. 

Having  thus  stated  the  rise  and  progress  of  these 
Laws,  respecting  Watermen,  and  the  Jurisdiction 
given  by  them  to  Magistrates,  it  will  next  be  neces- 
sary to  recapitulate  the  Penalties  imposed  on  the 
several  Offences  created  and  made  puaasliable  by  the 
Acts. 

1st.  As  to  Apprenl'hcs, 

Apprentices,  bound  to  Watermen,  &c.  shall,"  rn 
case  their  Masters'  Habkation  be  not  rcgistcrerf  wth 

the 
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No.  vr. 

CtNtKAL  Ikstructiom  M  ti&riiw Pblke  SurTtyon^  !•(«( 
Drfmlalwu  tuidtr  tb*  AuAmly  tf  lie  Afl  ^  tht  iai  Gm. 

m.  «>.  l«. 

You  arc  corutanitjr  lo  Veep  in  mind,  thai  on  jrour  tfipMit. 
tnent  to  the  Office  of  a  Surrevor.  yoa  took  a  Sokmo  Gtoh 
M  th  Hely  EvangiUJIi  t,  3«J:    That  70U  duD  weQ 

and   truly   serve  «"■  I  wd  King  Georfp   in  dit 

OfBce  of  a  Const        f,  or  until  y<u  shall  be  dis- 

charged, or  sbaU  Kue  mploymcat  of  ihc  MuUe 

Police  Iniiimiion,  foi  f  preveDting  znd  drintiitg 

Felonict.    Lsrcci  noont  in  Ships,  \'ci5cli, 

ind  mghicn,  in  s  Tlviaci. — That  fou  » 

not  directly  or  indirectly  ™  »_  n  any  of  the  said  Offtrn'fi, 

bii:  lo  SU7.C  ^rA  dcuiii  itic  Offcndcis  \\i,cn  ■!:;--■..  ,-.  v.  - 
stir  or  oi'.irs  in  any  act  ot  Criminaliiy. — Thil  ;.tHi  arc  i>i  bt 
leguUraiid  punctual  in  ihe  txecuiion  of  your  liii'y,  in  cun- 
formny  10  itic  IiisiruLiioiis  whicli  jou  rcccivt  fur.i  the  Migis- 
iraies. — That  yi 
Money.  Go^J>, 
tionof  votT  Cur. 
of  coiiceali:ig  an 
|tr.owled<;e  ;  but  siu!)  coiiJ;:ct  your..tlf  with  iht  s;riv;t.-l  iiJ-l,-; 
in  the  i;>icc.ilio:i  of  the  ii;:;y  avigiicil  yo;i. 

And  \nii  furii'.CT  nvcar,  tiut  jOii  wili  bear  tri:e  alif^-^r.^e  'a 
our  Sovereign  Lord  Kii;^  Giwjc,  ar.d  d-.-t'.:;,i  Ics  Pt:;;y;!, 
Crownand  Dignity,  agaui^i  ail  hiseneniiesar.d  <.  ppciers  V'tn- 
Sivrvci,  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  Ma^isiraif-  prc.-iJing  a:  tl,.- 
Marine  Police  OlTice,  and  all  others  whom  tiny  may  t-t  ovtt 
you — sohtlpyou  Gi'-D, 

jirficlr  III. — You  are  appointed  Sitter  in  one  of  the  B  a'' 
belonging  tu  thi*  Institution  ;  in  \\hich,  as'i:^led  by  two  \\"a-;r- 
men  or  Rowers  under  your  dircctiwi  and  co:itroi;!,    you    a:e  (1 
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may  take  two  Apprentices  at  the  same  time>  and 
owning  twenty  Lighters,  &c.  may  take  four)  on 
Penalty  of  lO/. 

By  §  5^  No  Apprentice  shall  be  taken  by  any 
Waterman  or  Lighterman,  until  he  has  a  settled 
Habitation  to  lodge  him  in,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  loA 

Apprentices  who  shall  be  imprisoned  for  any  Of- 
fence, shall  serve  (in  addition  to  the  seven  years  for 
which  they  arc  bound)  a  space  of  time  equal  to  the 
time,  during  which  they  shall  have  been  imprisoned. 
34  Geo.  III.  cap.  6d.  §  11. 

2dly.  yis  to  the  huilt  of  Boats  and  IVherries  on  thB 
ThameSy  and  the  twniber  of  Passengers  to  be 
taken. 

By  §  7  of  the  Statute  2  and  3  Phil-  and  Mary, 
cap.  l6,  If  any  person  shall  make  any  Wherry,  with 
Ihe  intent  to  carry  people  on  the  River  Thames, 
which  shnll  not  be  22^  feet  in  length,  and  4^  feet 
broad  in  the  midship,  or  which  shall  not  be  sufficient 
to  carry  two  persons  on  one  side  tight,  the  Boat  shall 
be  forfeited. 

By  §  3.  of  8  Geo.  I.  cap.  18.  (continued  by  vari* 
ous  Statutes)  If  any  Boat,  Barge,  or  Galley,  rowing, 
or  built  to  row  with  more  than  four  oars,  shall  be 
found  upon  the  water,  or  in  any  place  within  the 
Counties  of  Middlesex^  Surrey ^  Kent,  or  Essex,  qr  in 
the  Thames,  or  within  the  limits  o{  the  Ports  dildm* 
don,  [Sandwich,  or  Ipsvaicb,  or  th«  m^A^b^M^  or  prpcks 

to 


a.K.  »o  DC  puuiiciy  Si 
la  Geo.  r.  cap.  28. 
the  Custom- house  O 
publicly  solil. 

[This  Act  (lot's  III. 
Icy,  bclofijriiijr  to  tl) 
M7  JjMg  Boat,  ^":itt 
Merchaiu  Ship;  or  t. 
ceiisctl  b)  ihc  AJmir, 
shall  be  granted  wiihc 
111.  Mp.  3J.  also  pre 
iiig  Boats  in  any  Pou, 
Coast.] 

By  ^  9  of  the  Stat 
I)eiwn  shall  work  in  ar 
vf  the  bu.-tlic-n  of  15 
shall  not  be  3  Ton*, 
LumfoH  Bi'ulge  and    ( 

shall  Kn  hli-nJ  I _  .     . 
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to  take  at  one  time  any  more  than  thirty-seven  Pas- 
sengers, and  three  more  Passengers  only^  if  brought 
on  board  by  the  way  ;  nor  to  carry  m  any  other  Boai 
or  Wh&rry^  more  than  eight  Passengers^  and  two  Pas- 
sengers more  if  called  in  by  the  way ;  nor  to  carry  in 
any  Ferry-boat  or  Wherry  allowed  to  work  on  Sun- 
days, more  than  eight  Passengers.  Any  person  car- 
rying a  greater  number,  for  the  first  Offence  shall 
forfeit  5/.  for  the  second  Offence  lO/.  for  the  third 
Ofience  shall  be  disfranchised  from  working  any 
Boat,  &c.  for  twelve  months :  And  in  case  any  greater 
number  of  persons  shall  be  carried  as  aforesaid,  and 
any  Passenger  shall  be  drowned,  every  person  work- 
ing  such  Boat  offending  therein,  and  being  convicted, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  Felony^  and  be  transported 
as  a  Felon  • 

3DLY.  As  to  Gravesend  Boats. 

By  §  12,  13,  and  15,  of  10  Geo.  II.  cap.  31,  The 
Rulers  of  the  Watermen's  Company  are  to  appoint 
two  Officers  to  attend  at  Billingsgate,  at  High  Wa* 
tor,  and  at  Gravesend  at  the  first  of  Flood,  who 
shall  ring  a  Bell,  to  give  notice  to  the  Tilt-Boats  and 
Wherries,  who  design  to  pass  the  Ferry  between 
liOndon  and  Gravesend,  to  put  off,  on  pain  of  for- 
felting  5/. 

If  every  such  Boat  shall  not,  after  the  ringing  such 
Bell  within  fifteen  minutes,  immediately  depart,  and 
effectually  proceed  on  his  respective  voyage,  &c. 

F   P  WMtllOUt 


from,  or  to  be  cxportetl  to  an) 
the  same  may  be  seized,  unl^ 
pooids  in  each,  and  hooped  v 
tlto,  vtAtst  such  Powder  it  i 
VeSttUt  >nd  covered  be<>idea  i 
the  Pbfrder  so  seized  in  sue 
fbrioitcd  to  the  tue  of  the  per 

And  further,  (if  contrary  ti 
^^M  the  Master  or  Commandi 
King'*  Service.}  lying  berwee: 
riiall  permit  any  Gun  to  be  I 
Sgo-tetting,  or  wkm  Guns  i 
ef  mch  Vessels  in  any  part  of 
like  manner  to  lodge  an  Info 
be  iait  with  according  to  Lai 

And  if  yoa  ahalt  in  like  r 
■id  Act,}  that  any  person  or  p 
Vcaiel  in  the  said  River,  bera 
irall»  slmlt  hen  or  ncll,  or 
M-  (oelred  by  Fire,  Loggprfaei 
board  ..f  snrh  Sliin  or  VV^*  T. 


Vauxhall  and  Limehouse,  (br  carrying  Pkmengen 
crass  the  River^  at  one  penny  each  ;  and  the  Water* 
men  so  appointed,  are  to  pay  the  money  receifed 
every  Monday  morning  to  iho  Rulers^  8cc.  and  bt 
only  allowed  for  their  )al)our,  on  penalty  of  40r.-«-* 
11  and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  §  7,  13. 

Persons  refusing  to  pay  Farea  to  Watermen,  &c. 
and  to  give  their  Names  and  Residence,  or  giving  fic- 
titious Names  or  Places  of  Abode,  shall  forfeit  3/. — 
34  Greo.  III.  cap.  65.  §  8. 

The  Reader  has  thus  before  him  all  the  Statute 
law  on  this  important  branch  of  River  Police.    Bat 

it  is  matter  of  much  regret,  that  the  wholesome  pro^ 
visions  of  these  Laws  arc  not  more  effectually  put  in 
operation,  by  those  to  whom  their  execution  is  in- 
trusted. Six  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  pas- 
sing the  most  modern,  and  as  it  was  hoped,  the  most 
effectual  of  those  Laws ;  yet  no  Rules  and  Orders 
have  yet  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  power  con- 
ferred by  that  Act.  Repeated  attempts  have  indeed 
been  made  by  the  City  and  their  Officers,  ^  to  ac- 
commodate and  aiTangc  matters,  as  to  frame  a  set  of 
Ordinances  with  the  least  possible  violence  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  parties  to  be  controlled.  Bat  io 
matters  of  this  nature,  private  feelings  must  give  way 
to  public  benefits :  It  is  believed  and  hoped,  that  ef* 
fcctual  measures  will  now  soon  be  adopted  :  If  not 
the  Metropolis  has  a  right  to  expect,  that  the  Legts^ 
laturc  will  take  up  the  business,  and  no  longer  suffer 

F  F  2  those 


pcrs  or  oiIrts  from  Sliijn 
Aiihi  Plurderert.—Riv.r  '. 
stealing  Gaadsfrom  ealwara-l 
Craft — Thiiws  in  the  fract 
And  other  Acts  authorise  yoii 
Cordage,  Cables,  Buoy-Ho 
landing  Cii:di  from  bis  Majt 
rot  in  ihe  King's  Serrice, 
Blocks,  Metals,  Stores,  or  I 
thereon. — Or  persons  commi 
10  Giinpoivcler,  Guns  shottei 
Combustible  Matter,  or  ladit 
tp  the  Laws  herein  before  rae 
Article  8/A.— Wherever  inl 
ii  excited  of  any  evil  practice 
Ship,  Vessel,  or  Craft,  or  i 
Pbce,  or  Slip,  on  the  bants  o 
are  to  be  used  in  watching  ihc 
pose  of  cither  preventing  th 
bringing  the  Offenders  to  Just 
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into  a  Well-boat,  under  the  care  of  wme  servant^  who 
sent  it  up  by  degrees,  as  the  Fishmonger  dirtetcd. 
Thus  the  best  Fish  was  dealt  out  in  small  quantities^ 
and  great  part  remained  beind  a  montky  and  sometimes 
six  weeks y  before  it  was  ordered  up  ;  and  having  then 
been  so  wasted  as  to  be  unwholesome,  it  was  de- 
stroyed to  make  way  for  Fresh :  so  that  perhaps  not 
a  twentieth  part  of  the  Fish  that  had  been  caught 
was  sold,  while  the  Poor  were  distressed  for  food.  To 
secure  a  continuance  of  this  fraud,  they  became 
Owners  of  Fishing  Vessels  themselves,  hired  Fisher- 
men to  go  Masters,  and  obliged  the  Fishermen*s  Ap- 
prentices to  be  bound  not  to  the  Fishermen,  but  to 
them,  as  Fishmongers,  though  the  Fishermen  are  a 
distinct  G>mpany. 

As  to  the  Fish  brought  to  market  by  the  Fisher- 
men,* the  Fishmongers  in  conjunction  employed  per- 
sons as  their  Buyers  at  the  market,  to  take  up  all  the 
best  Fbh,  and  then  divided  it  among  themselves  by 
such  lots  or  parcels  as  they  thought  proper ;  so  that 
when  it  came  into  their  shops,  they  enhanced  the 
price  at  pleasure,  and  were  sure  not  to  be  un- 
dersold. 

When  a  new  Fish  Market  was,  in  the  year  17^9, 
attempted  to  be  established  at  Westminster,  (by  Sta- 
tute 22  Geo.  II.  cap.  49.)  the  Trustees  and  the  inha- 
bitants, raised  a  large  sum  of  inoney  by  Subscription, 
and  purchased  Fishing  Vessels,  to  be  employed  solely 
in  supplying  this  New  Market.  Yet  such  was  the 
influence  of  the  Fishmongers,  and  the  Fisho'men  in 

their 
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that  the  time  for  sending  it  forwan}  was  not  expired  ; 
which  be  not  being  able  to  disprove^  the  Fraud  pas* 
sed  unpunished.  It  had  been  provided  by  these 
Acts,  that  an  entry  should  be  made  of  the  Fishing 
Vessels^  as  they  came  in,  under  a  very  considemblo 
Penalty ;  but  this  was  frequently  eluded  by  prevail- 
ing upon  those  who  bad  the  charge  of  making  the 
£Qtry,  to  leave  the  Entry  to  be  made  by  some  Wa- 
terman^ who  took  the  Entering  Money,  and  made 
the  Entry  upon  pieces  of  paper,  which  remained  with 
him,  before  they  were*  posted  in  the  Entering  Book, 
perhaps  tweaty  days.  '  If  the  Inspector^  upon  finding 
no  Entry  made,  gave  himself  no  trouble,  the  end  wat 
answered  ;  if  he  did  and  prosecuted,  the  Defendant 
produced  the  Waterman's  Paper,  which  brought  the 
Entry  within  time ;  and  though  this  Paper  might  be 
forged,  as  the  proof  of  the  Forgery  was  scarcely  i)OS- 
sible ;  the  end  of  the  Fisherman  was  still  answered^ 
and  he  cheated  the  Public  with  impunity.* 

To  remedy  these  Evils  and  some  others  the  last 
Act  of  Parliament  passed,  and  now  in  force,  material 
to  be  considered,  as  respects  the  Port  o(  London,  is 
the  Statute  33  Geo.  II.  cap.  27.  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  substance. 

The  Master  of  every  Fishing  Vessel,  within  three 
days  after  his  arrival  at  th^  Nore  with  Fish,  shall  re* 
port  the  time  of  his  arrival  to  the  deputed  Clerk,  in 
the  Coast-OfBce  at  the  Custom-House  in  London^ 
under  50/.  Penalty,  and  the  Clerk  is  to  enter  the  Re- 

*  Sei  Noortbo«ck*s  Histoiy  •/ ImioM^ 
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dciivcd  to  tl'.e  Port  of  Lon 
of  Commercial  Property  ir 
lance  in  the  execution  of 
may  receive  from  the  Mag 
ever  keep  in  view  that  you 
greater  mist  is  reposed  i.i 
will  be  expected.  And  iha 
River,  these  exciiions  can  o 
success  in  detecting  Offcndc 
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and  having  DepuUtiens 

tht  ^nd  Cm.  lit.  cap.  28. 

You  arc  tonstanily  to  k 

have  taken  a   Solemn  Oat 

Almighty  God,"     That  y 

SOTereign  Lord  KingGeor 

one  year,  or  until  yoii  sha 
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ofibnds  lit  the  premises/ he  is  to  be  committed  to  die 
House  of  Correction,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  twW 
months^  nor  less  than  one  month  :  and  the  Inspec- 
tor of  the  Fishing  Vessels  is  duly  to  execute  his  Office 
under  the  Penalty  of  20/. 

By  the  Statute  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  1 5,  made  to  en- 
courage the  supply  of  the  Metropolis  with  Fish,  by 
Land-carriage,  but  which  did  not  succeed  to  any  be- 
neficial extent ;  No  person  who  shall  sell  or  be  con- 
cerned in  the  sale  of  any  Fresh  Fish  by  Commission, 
Is  to  buy  or  be  concerned  in  the  buying  of  any  Fresh 
Fish  to  sell  again,  on  his  own  account,  or  for  tha 
joint  account  of  him  and  any  other  person,  under  the 
forfeiture  of  50/.  No  person  is  to  sell  at  any  Fish- 
market  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  or  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  such  Fish-market,  and 
during  the  market-hours,  any  of  the  Fish  specified  in 
the  Act,  before  he  shall  have  first  placed  up  a  true 
account  of  all  the  Fish  which  he  shall  then  have  to 
sell,  distinguishing  the  several  sorts  of  such  Fish, 
and  the  quantity  of  every  sort  respectively,  under 
lO/.  Penalty  ;  and  no  person  is  to  have  in  his  posses- 
sion, or  expose  to  sale,  any  Spawn  of  Fish,  or  any 
Fish  unsizcable  or  out  of  season,  or  any  Smelt,  which 
shall  not  be  five  inches  from  the  nose  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  the  tail. 

By  the  two  last  stated  Acts,  a  general  Jurisdiction 
over  Offences  created  by  them,  is  given  to  all  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  within  their  respective  Jurisdictions. 

III.  Respecting 
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First.  The  Statutes  to  prevent  unlawful  Com- 
binations for  enhancing  the  Price  of  Coals^  as  sold 
wholesale. 

Secondlt.  The  Statutes  respecting  the  Measure 
and  Sale  of  Coals  lo  the  Conswmr:  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Latid  CaaUMetcrs*  Offices^  in  London^ 
Westminster^  and  Surry. 

Thirdly.  Suggestions  as  to  the  Relief  of  Coal 
Heavers. 

First,  Therefore,  of  the  Staluies  against  unlawful 
Combinations  of  Coal  Owners  and  others. 

The  Statute  9  Ann.  cap.  28,(which  is  made  perpe- 
tual, by  Statute  1  Greo.  I.  Statute  II.  cap.  26)  is  en- 
titled **  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  present  and  prevent 
the  future  Combination  of  CoaUOwners,  Lightermen, 
Masters  of  Ships  and  others,  to  advance  the  Price  of 
Coals,  in  prejudice  of  the  Navigation,  Trade,  and 
Manufactures,  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  for  the  further 
encouragement  o(  the  Coal  Trade.** 

The  preamble  of  this  Act  recites,  that  "  the  having 
Coals  at  cheap  and  reasonable  Prices,  tends  greatly  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Manufactures  and  increase  of 
the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom,  and  to 
the  reKcfof  the  Poor  ;  and  that  it  was  necessary,  that 
the  Goal  Trade  should  be  free  and  open.'* 

It  is,  therefore,  enacted,  That  c\'cry  Q)ntract,irhe- 
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•$her  Shlpy  or  shall  sell  one  sort  of  Coals^  as  and  for 
another  sort. 

By  §  4  of  the  Statute  3  Geo.  II.  cap.  (l6.  this  Pc* 
nalty  is  increased  to  500/.  which  is  also  imposed  on 
the  Coal-Owner  or  Fitter,  giving  or  agreeing  to  give 
any  such  Griatuityor  ilewanL  . 

By  §  7  of  the  same  Act,  9  Ann.  cap.  28.  reciting 
that  '^  Several  persons  acting  as  Crimps,  Husbands, 
Agents,  or  Factors^  for  Masters  of  Ships  importing 
Coals  into  the  Port  of  London j  under  colour  of 
such  their  employments  do  often  fraudulently  vend 
the  Cools  intrusted  to  theth  by  the  said  Ship-Masters 
as  aforesaid,  to  their  own  Agent Sj  Partners,  Servants,  ^ 
ox  other  persons,  for  their  own  use  and  benefit,  and  at 
rates  below  the  Market  Price,  and  when  so  sold,  do 
again  greatly  advance  the  Rates  thereof,  to  the  pre- 
judice and  discouragement  of  the  said  Ship-Masters, 
and  great  oppression  and  hindrance  of  the  Manufac- 
turers^ and  other  Consumers  of  Coals  ;'*  a  Penalty  of 
50/.  is  imposed  on  all  Crimps,  &c.  selling  Coals  to 
their  own  Agents,  in  trust  for  themselves. 

All  the  Penalties  in  this  Act  are  recovxrable  only  in 
the  Courts  at  Westminster. 

By  the  Statute  3  Greo.  II.  cap.  26.  '^  for  the  better 
Regulation  of  the  Coal  Trade,*'  it  is  enacted.  That 
Dealers  in  Coals^  may  in  future  use  their  own  Ligh- 
ters, provided  they  are  navigated  by  Lightermen, 
properly  qualified  and  entitled  to  work  on  the  River 
Thames :  and  the  Lighters  arc  to  be  entered  with 
6  the 
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remain  in  the  Hands  of  &nj  Agents  on  bebatf  of  the 
Owners :  a  method  which  it  dppedrs  had  been  used 
to  oblige  Coal  Ships  to  keep  tarn^  notwithstanding 
the  Laws  to  the  contrary. 

By  the  Statute  28  Geo.  IIL  cdp.  5S,  The  before^ 
mentioned  Acts,  g  Ann.  cap.  28.  and  S  Geo.  11. 
cap.  26.  and  the  Penalties  imposed  thereby,  on  per- 
sons receiving  gratuities  from  Coal-Owners  are  r©* 
cited ;  and  it  is  stated,  that  ^^  notwithstanding  the 
said  two  Acts,  it  bad  for  many  years  been  usual  and 
customary  for  the  Owners  of  Colliers,  in  Northern 
Port9,  to  charge  a  higher  price  to  Ships  lading  Goeii 
for  the  London  Market,  than  to  those  lading  for  the 
Outpofts  ;  and  in  consequence  thereof  to  make  cer*^ 
lain  all&wanees  to  the  London  Coal  Buyers,  at  stated 
periods ;  which  allowances  had  constituted  the 
principal  part  of  the  reasofrahh  froft  of  the  London 
Coal  Bi^'irs ;  yet  that  great  numbers  of  actions  had 
been  commenced  against  various  persons  in  the  said 
Trade,  as  well  Owners  as  Buyers,  on  the  grotrnd 
that  such  allowances  were  contrary  to  the  said  Acts.'* 
The  Preamble  goes  on  further  to  state,  "That  theper^ 
tons  against  whom  the  actions  were  brought  did  not 
introduce  the  practice  complained  of,  but  found  it 
an  existing  custom  prevalent  in  the  Trade,  when  they 
embarked  their  fortunes  in  it: ;  and  that  the  actions  SO 
brought,  should  the  informer  succeed  in  them,  might  be 
attended  with  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  persons,  against 
whom  such  actions  had  been  brought."  The  per- 
sons against  whom  such  actions  had  been  brought 
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Secondly.  The  StaMes  as  to  the  Measure  and  Sale 

of  Coals  to  the  Consumers : 

By  an  ancient  Statute  of  7  Edward  VI.  cap.  7. 
"  for  the  assize  of  fuel"  ii  is  enacted.  That  every 
Sack  of  Coals  shall  contain  Four  Bushels  of  good  and 
clean  Coals,"  on  penalty  of  3s.  Ad.  per  Sack.  The 
Act  then  goes  on,  in  the  quaint  but  nervous  and  ex- 
pressive language  of  the  time,  to  state.  That  ^^  for- 
asmuch as  by  the  greedy  appetite,  and  covetousness 
of  divers  persons.  Fuel,  Coals,  and  Wood,  runneth 
many  times  through  four  or  five  several  hands  or  more 
before  it  cometh  to  the  hands  of  them,  that  for  their 
necessity  do  burn  or  retail  the  same,  "  It  is  therefore, 
enacted.  That  no  person  shall  buy  any  Coals  [Wood 
or  Fuel]  but  only  such  as  will  burn  or  consume  the 
same  ;  or  such  persons  as  shall  sell  the  same  again  by 
retail,  to  such  as  shall  burn  or  consume  the  same,  for 
their  own  occupying,  without  Fraud  or  Covin  ;  or 
Wharfingers  or  Bargemen  ;  under  forfeiture  of  tre- 
ble the  value."  This  Act  is,  however,  now  partly  re- 
pealed and  partly  considered  as  obsolete. 

By  the  Statute  16  and  17  Charles  II.  cap.  2.  for 
regulating  the  Measures  and  Price  of  Coals,  it  is 
enacted,  That  "  for  avoiding  the  manifold  deceits, 
exactions,  and  abuses,  used  in  the  Measure  and 
Sale  of  Coals,"  All  sorts  of  Sea  Coals  brought  into 
the  River  Thames  and  sold,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Chal- 
dron, containing  thirty*six  Bushels  heaped  up,  and 
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by  7  and  8  William  III.  cap.  3G.  (  2.  it  was  mads 
perpetual.  And  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  to  set* 
tling  the  Retail  Price  of  Sea  Coahy  were  found  soge* 
iierally  beneficial,  that  by  Statute  \^  Geo.  II.  c.  35, 
they  were  extended  all  over  the  kingdom  ;  authority 
being  given  to  three  Justices  (one  being  of  the  Quo* 
rum)  for  that  purpose,  in  their  several  Jurisdictions. 

By  12  Ann.  Statute  2.  cap.  17.  §  11,  The  Coal 
Bushel  is  to  be  made  round  with  an  even  bottom,  and 
to  be  ig^  inches  from  outside  to  outside,  and  to  con- 
tain one  Winchester  Bushel,  and  one  Quart  of  Wa- 
ter, according  to  the  standard    for  the  Winchester 
Bushel  described  by  13  and  14  William  III.  cap.  5. 
§  28.  In  the  Act  referred  to,  the  Winchester  Bushel 
is  described  as  18^  inches  wide  throughout  (in  the 
inside  no  doubt)   and  eight  inches  deep  :    And  by 
3  Geo.  II.   cap.  26.  §  13,   it  is  directed,  that  this 
IJushcl  shall  be  used  by  all  Dealers  in   Coals,  by  the 
Chaldron  or  lesser  quantities  in    London  and  JVest^ 
minster,  or  within  ten  miles  thereof,  and  the  Sack 
shall  contain  three  such  Bushels  ;  on  penalty  of  50/. 
The  Bushel  to  be  sealed  or  stamped  at  Guildhall, 
London,  or  the  Exchequer  Office,  Westminster,  on 
penalty  of  50/.  on  persons  using  it  unstamped  or  di- 
minishing its  size. 

By  §  10  of  the  Act,  3  Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  already 
quoted,  reciting.  That  **  by  ancient  custom  in  the 
Fort  of  London,  one  Chaldron  of  Coals  is  allowed  in 
to  every  score  bought  on  board  Ship,  and  so  in  pro- 
portion for  a  greater  or  less  quantity,  which  is  called 
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8IX  in  the  morning  till  six  in  the  evenings  in  the 
winter. 

The  first  Manager  of  the  Office  is  named  in  the 
Act ;  and  at  his  decease,  the  appointment  of  that 
Office  is  vested  in  the  Court  of  Common  CounciL 

The  said  Manager  and  the  principal  Coal-Meters, 
and  their  Deputies  and  Servants,  are  declared  to  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Mayor  and 
Atdermcn ;  to  be  dismissed  or  suspended  by  that 
Court,  on  complaint  or  proof  of  any  Fraud,  Neglect, 
or  Misbehaviour,  to  be  heard  and  determined  by  the 
Court  in  a  summary  way. 

The  Penalties,  &c.  under  this  Act,  above  5/.  are 
recoverable  only  in  the  Courts  at  Westminster.  All 
others  by  complaint  to  any  one  Justice  for  London 
or  Middlesex  ;  with  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Ses- 
sions :  But  it  is  observable,  that  a  Justice  has  power 
to  coTrcict,  in  certain  instances,  where  a  Penalty  of 
10/.  is  incurred. 

This  Statute  7  Geo.  III.  cap.  23.  is  further  ex- 
plained and  amended  by  cap.  83  of  the  Session^ 
26  Geo.  III.  By  cap.  14  of  the  same  Session,  a 
like  Office  was  established  for  twenty-one  years,  for 
the  several  Parishes  lying  between  Putney  and  R^ 
therhithe,  both  inclusive  ;  to  be  provided  and  con- 
tinued near  Blackfriars  Bridge,  with  five  subordinate 
Offices,  at  Putney^  tVatidsworthj  BaUersea  and  X^m- 
heth  ;  and  in  Tooley- Street. 

Two  Managers  are  appointed  by  this  Act  and  sub- 
jected (with  the  principal  Land  Coal-Meters,  and 

their 
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A  like  Penalty  was  also  imposed  in  Westminster  by 
an  Act  now  repealed. 

Upon  notice  given  to  any  labouring  Coal-Meter, 
or  left  at  the  principal  Coal-Meter's  Office  for  a  la- 
bourer to  attend  at  any  Wharf  or  Place  named  in 
such  notice,  in  order  to  measure  the  Coals  of  the  per- 
son giving  the  notice,  a  labouring  Meter  shall  attend 
within  one  hour  or  sooner  if  possible  ;  under  Penalty 
of  20s,  on  the  Labourer  neglecting  to  attend,  and  a 
like  Penalty  on  the  principal  Meter  neglecting  to 
send. 

If  the  principal  Coal-Meter,  or  any  person  em- 
ployed under  him  shall,  during  their  continuance  in 
Office,  be  directly  or  indirectly  interested  (otherwise 
than  officially,  though  this  saving  is  omitted  in  the 
IVeshnlmter  Act)  in  the  Sale  of  any  Coals  Avhatso- 
cvcr,  they  shall  (in  London)  be  dismissed  from 
their  employment,  and  disabled  from  ever  holding 
the  same,  and  forfeit  for  every  Offence  20/. :  In 
JVestminster  or  Surry,  the  principal  Meter  is  to  for- 
feit lOO/.  and  the  labouring  or  deputy  Meter  20l.  In 
Surry  both  Parties  ;  in  JVestminster  only  the  labour- 
ing Meters,  are  to  be  dismissed  from  their  Office. 

To  prevent  Confederacy  the  stations  of  the  labour- 
ing Meters  arc  to  be  frequently  varied. 

All  Coals  sold  as  and  for  Wharf-Measure,  at  any 

Wharf,  Warehouse  or  Places  within  the  limits  of  tl|e 

respective  Acts,  shall  be  measured  in  the  presence  of 

one  labouring  Coal-Meter  ;  who  is  empowered  to  fill 
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any  Bushel,  appearing  deftcicet,  out  of 
stork. 

Four- fence  pcrChaldrcHi  is  to  be  paid  by  tlieKeqKr 
of  the  Wharf,  Warehouse,  &c.  from  which  tbc  Coals 
arc  carted,  or  by  the  Seller,  to  the  principal  Coil 
Meter,  to  be  applied  by  bim  in  defraying  tbc  ex- 
pences  of  his  OSSfitt  tod  hinng  tho 
Meters;  od  payanratofthivMetBgeOutj^i 
or  Carman,  who  crtU  svay  Uw  Coilv  ■  ft»WMil$ 
«  iietet  (signed  by  the  |aiiid(Nd  Meter*  a«d4MVMaib 
signed  by  the  laboariog  CoBl-Metcr  ■ttendingj.iMfc 
tainiug  the  names  of  the  Seller  and  Consumer,  the 
quantity,  the  date,  the  inetagc  charge,  and  tbc  Car-r 
man's  name,  with  a  notice  to  the  Furcbaser,  that  if 
he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  measure,  he  must  tell  the 
Cunnan  si>,  before  any  part  of  the  Coal^  arc  luiladca. 
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ise  of  any  Sack^  for  the  carrying  Coals  within  the 
limits  of  the  respective  Acts,  less  than  four  feet  in 
length  and  two  in  breadth,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every 
such  Offence,  5/.  A  penalty  of  40s.  is  imposed  on 
labouring  Meters  using  or  permitting  Sacks  of  less 
dimensions. 

The  Sacks,  at  the  time  of  their  being  made,  and 
marked,  and  sealed,  by  the  proper  OfHcer,  are  to  be 
four  feet  four  inches  long,  and  two  feet  two  inches 
vide. 

■ 

If  any  Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals,  shall  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  give  to  any  labouring  Coal-Meter, 
any  Reward  or  Gratuity,  besides  the  four-pence  per 
Chaldron  allowed,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
Offence,  in  London,  20/. — in  JVestminster  and 
Surry,  50/. 

If. any  labouring  Meter  shall  deliver  a  false  Ticket 
to  any  Consumer,  Carman,  or  other  person,  with  in- 
tent to  defraud ;  or  shall  receive  from  any  Dealer  in 
Coals,  any  Gratuity,  &c.  besides  the  four-pence  ^^ 
Chaldron  ;  or  shall  wilfully  make  or  suffer  any  false 
measure  of  Coals,  or  deliver  any  Ticket  for  Coals  not 
measured  in  his  presence,  he  shall  be  rendered  inca- 
pable of  serving  ever  after  in  his  Office  :  and  the 
principal  Coal-Meter  {}n  London  and  Westminster)  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  40s. — in  Surry  the  fine  is  imposed  in 
the  first  instance  on  the  Labourer ;  and  if  not  paid 
within  one  month  is  then  to  be  paid  by  the  principal 

Meter. 

If 
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ITany  ).i!iniiiiiifr  Mttcr  shall  suffer  any  Coa/s,  sold 
fi.r  W'lijfit'  incii'.iiR'  (txcccdiiijr seventeen  Biishcis)  to 
be  !*c;.t  f;.  ::i  .mv  Wharf  or  Warchtmsc  within  the 
limits  !•{  tie  rL-[)iTi:vc  Acts,  without  being  duly 
n;o:;-Ki'i!  in  ir!;!vncr  directed,  und  shall  not  give  in- 
rTiii,'.!:  ■■  I  ■'■■■  rror".  ;il  the  |inm'i[>;il  Land  Coal -Meter's 
(Mil  f.u!'.!!:!!  iwij  days  after  the  Oxili  shall  be  SO  sent, 
hi-  >ili;:;i  t, : li-ii  .'>/.  and  be  di^^ubled, 

Atij  j»  r-iiii  lii^s-itisiicd  with  the  measure  of  any 
C\>:  1:-.  ni;:\.<  ;i  delivery  to  him  of  the  Meter's  Ticket, 
si;:  .  !\  !>  ill  -iiu  to  have  the  same  rcmeasurcd  ;  on 
!'.:.:■  [i  till-  t'>:n:;i!i  is  to  Stay  wJlh  his  Cart  and  the 
(..:''.-  (i:i  liii-  r.::r  v(  'Is.  (!(/.  jTf  hour)  till  they  arc  rc- 
I.  i..-iir<..i  i.nI.t  |)i'n:dty  uf  .'•/-  on  the  Master  of  the 
Ctii,  .'iii'l  'ii.i'.  on  lilt:  Carman.  The  Purchaser  is 
to  send  notice  to  the  Seller,  thai 
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pence  per  Chaldron.  If  the  Coals  prove  deficient  in 
Measure,  the  Seller  shall  forfeit  5/,  for  every  Bushel 
deficient,  and  also,  forfeit  the  Coals  to  the  Poor. 
The  labouring  Meter  under  whose  inspection  the 
Coals  were  measured  at  the  Wharf,  shall  also  forfeit 
5/.  per  Bushel  deficient ;  to  be  recovered  (if  not  paid 
in  five  days)  of  the  principal  Coal-Meter ;  and  the 
Coal-Porters,  2s.  Gd.  per  Bushel  deficient. 

Drivers  of  Carts  or  other  persons  belonging  thereto, 
taking  or  suffering  to  be  taken  or  delivered  out  of 
their  Carty  Coals  under  their  care,  otherwise  than  to 
the  Owner  or  Purchaser,  shall  forfeit  40s.  or  on  non- 
payment be  committed  to  Gaol,  for  not  less  than  one 
month  nor  more  than  three,  unless  the  forfeiture  is 
sooner  paid. 

The  Author  has  done  his  utmost  endeavour  to  state 
as  accurately  as  possible,  all  the  minute  variations  in 
these  Statutes ;  but,  it  is  surely  to  be  wished,  that 
this,  as  well  as  every  System  of  Legislation,  should  be 
uniform  in  its  operation;  the  uncertainty  and  variety 
of  the  Penalties,  for  Offences  in  their  nature  perfectly 
similar,  tending  only  to  produce  confusion  and  vexa- 
tion. The  different  periods  at  which  these  Acts  are 
liable  to  expire,  may  also  cause  some  perplexity; 
which  has  in  fact  already  taken  place,  in  one  in- 
stance.* 

Thibdly. 

♦  The  Profits  to  the  City  on  the  Coal  (and  Com)  Mctcn*    £. 

Places  has  been  stated  at  per  Ann •    9,000 

GiDundage  of  Colliers,  and  Balliage  of  Coals    •      «      •    •      850 

Carried  over  ;f  •9»^S® 


4*0 

•:i-^v    .T'-rijuiHH*':*! 

The  opprcsstotw  Hitf  "infioaitida*  iMHtWilN^rtHi 
Coal-Heavers,  paAtcwtflyHufti  ihfe  dwlmlMittbaa^ 

lheUiiclLTUik.tT&  being  cbiefly  Publicans,  liavcslrcarfy  ( 
been  staled  (p.  144 — UG.)  The  Readtr  will  no 
doubt  join  with  ihe  Anthor  in  rcgrcHing,  that  the  sa- 
lutary Act  of  in  Geo.  III.  cap.  53,  made  to  rcitnia 
this  wry  evil  should  have  been  suffered  to  expire  ; 
having  been  ortgioBlly  enacted  only  for  three  yranc, 
and  never  since  renewed.  The  pronsrons  of  that  Act 
arc  here  shtn'tly  stated  as  a  guide  to  any  who 
may  hereafter  be  inclined  (o  render  a  service  to  that 
very  laborious  and  industrious  classof  men,  by  calling 
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<^  Every  Coal-Underlaker^  before  be  shall  under* 
take  to  procure  Coal-Heavers  to  unlade  any  Ship 
laden  with  Coals,  shall  take  an  Oath  before  the  Lord 
"Mayor,  or  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  London,  .to  ob- 
serve the  directions  of  the  Act,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
for  every  Ship,  for  tlie  discharge  of  which  he  shall  so 
undertake,  51. 

"  No  such  Coal-Undertaker  shall  be  a  Victualler 
or  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  to.  receive  any  part 
of  the  profits  of  such  Trade,  or  in  any  other  manner 
in  the  selling  eatables,  or  spirits,  or  drink  of  any  kindy 
or  tobacco,  on  pain  of  being  rendered  incapable,  and 
to  forfeit  5/. 

^^  If  after  conviction  in  any  of  the  above  Cases, 
any  Coal-Undertaker,  shall  again  undertake  to  pro- 
cure Coal-Heavers  to  unlade  Coal-Ships,  he  shall,  for 
every  Ship  he  shall  so  undertake,  forfeit  5/. 

"  Persons  discharging  Coal-Ships  shall  be  allowed 
lj.6^^.  per  Score,  and  so  in  proportion;  and  if  any  Cap- 
tain, Owner,  &c.  having  the  care  of  any  Ship,  shall 
pay  to  any  Coal-Heaver  any  greater  Wages  than  as 
aforesaid,  or  Gratuity  in  lieu  of  Wages  (except  such 
price  shall  have  been  previously  altered  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  which  they  are  empowered  to 
do,)  he  shall  forfeit  for  each  Offence,  \0s. 

*^  After  any  Ship,  &c.  shall  be  unladed,  the  Mas- 
ter, &c.  is  to  pay  to  the  FortPian  of  the  Gang,  the 
money  due  for  unlading,  and  such  Foreman  shall  pay 
to  each  man  his  share ;  and  if  the  money  shall  not 

be 


6to  ArrEsbnc,  iro.  xi. 


i  mittenii*ifi,  on  the  pari  of  ihfwe  wtwi  prfTnW'W 
blniiri  ynu'll  Rrpeit  their  ttzuKs  to  ywor  Son^^For;  fat&e 
tnibrnatton  of  the  Commitue  of  WcM  India  MtfrchiiRt;  ad 
the  MagiitntcS' 

Lastly,  A>  the  Supcrinteiidirig  Sumydr  of  the  Qaafi  ir 
direrlal  tn  nuke  regular  Rcpom  of  the  good  6i  bad  confaci 
0^  2)1  Persons  rmplayrd  as  Gtutds  iijMti  the  Q;'i]-*  to  Ac 
•civicc  of  this  Institution;  you  ate  la  undeniand  that  arrj 
pcTton  who  conducts  himsctf  roeritoriousty,  will  teceiw  pn- 
lection  wd  cnaniragemcnt,  and  will  always,  hxw  a  pidcmia. 
The  good  services  of  such  meo  will  be  regiKicrcd  by  tlie  ib- 
l^tatei,  while  those  who  arc  found  to  be  iiuciive,  carHbli 
wtd  inattentive  in  the  execution  of  these  itmrunibift^  i»ni  be 
discharged  10  mskc  ri>um  for  oihcn  w-Ho  are  more  ddsemog,  jh 


Is3TRUCTi()N-3  /■>  W.ilermrn  in  the  S^r-vice  of  ihe  ^h- 
rme  Pihce  Inslit:itki:,  h.r.-i):g  UepnUitions  nmhr 
the  Auth-.nty  of  the  Jet  of  '1  Geo.  III.  Cu^.  28. 

Having  taken  a  Solemn  Oalh  to  be  iaiiliful  10  the  Trust 
reposed  in  viumsa  Waterman  under  iheamimul  ntiheMagis. 
trates  of  tliis  Insiitullon,  aiiJ  M;bjeci  10  be  dismissed  on  any  Act 
of  Misbehaviour  ;  it  is  CNpcTtcd  that  yoii  will  ketp  y0ijrSi.1i'  at 
all  limes  sober ;  and  that  you  will  be  rej^jar  in  your  atttnda.ncc 
Lpon  your  duty,  as  htrtafier  explained. 

I.  You  are  to  be  puncunl  in  yotir  attendance  upon  j-our 
Surveyor  at  tbe  precise  time  fixed  for  y^nr  proceeding  upon  vout 
River  Duty  j  and  to  have  all  the  Matcrinls  of  the  Boat  in  pro- 
per order  ;  and  when  your  Surveyor  vifiis  any  Ship,  you  arc  to 
reoiain  a!^i;i,(ide,  without  having  any  inlcrcourfe  with  t lie  Lum- 
pers or  othtrs  on  bo.ini ; — you  arc  on  no  pretence  whatever,  to 
desert  or  absent  yoursjlf  from  your  said  Duty  on  pain  of  immtdi-ie 
dismisfioQ: 
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ings ;  and  the  persons  left  on  board  such  Merchant* 
Ships,  by  their  long  staying  at  such  Moorings,  had 
great  opportunities  of  running  of  Groods  and  em- 
bezzling her  Majesty's  Naval    Stores  :*'     For  the 
prevention    thereof,  it    is    enacted,    That    if  any 
Merchant-Ship,  or  any  other  Ship  or  Vessel,   not 
being  a  Ship  of  War,  or  belonging  to  the   Royal 
Navy,   or  employed  in   her  Majesty's  service,   or 
such  Ships  as  shall  come  to  deliver  Stores  into  her 
Majesty's  Yards,  during  their  delivery  thereof^  shall 
stop  or  fasten  to  any  of  the  Moorings,  or  fix  them- 
selves to  any  of  the  Ships  or  Hulks,  the  Captain, 
Master,  Commander,  or   Person,    having  the  care 
or  command    of   such   Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds  for  each  atid  every 
Tiihy  such  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel  shall  stay  at  the 
said  Moorings,  unless  it  appear  that  such  Merchant- 
Ship  or  Vessel  was  necessitated  so  to  do,  by  want  of 
Tide,  stress  of  Weather,  or  other  unavoidable  acci- 
dents :   The  Penalty  is  recoverable  by  Action  in  the 
Courts  at  Westminster,  and  goes  half  to  the  In- 
former, and  half  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

If  any  Commander,  or  other  Officer  of  any  Ship, 
(except  his  Majesty's  Ships,)  shall,  while  such  Ship 
shall  be  in  the  River  of  Thames,  between  London 
Bridge  and  B/achvall,  keep  any  Gun  shotted,  or 
shall  Fire,  or  permit  to  be  fired  any  Gun,  on  board 
any  Ship,  before  Sun-rising  or  after  Sun-setting, 
guch  Commander  or  Officer,  shall,  for  every  such 

Gun 
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Gun  SO  kcjii  ■ihottcrf.  forteit  5s.  and  for  every  Gun 
50  liivd,  lOj.  Anil  if  aiiv  Commander,  or  other 
():;i«-cr  iif  isiiy  Sliip,  or  any  other  person  on  board, 
hluill,  wliil'.-  Mi'ii  Ship  shjll  be  in  ihc  River  between 
I./fiJ'H  liriJ;^'  and  BI,iciii\i//,  heat  or  melt,  or 
j'tiriiii  U)  Ij'.  lioiitcti  or  incited  on  board  such  Ship, 
a;iy  7* :. -/.  7"./'-,  A'w/«,  Gn-.ise,  Tu/lozi;,  Oil,  or 
oihci"  Citiihii-'ihle  Matter  whatsoever,  the  Offender 
sli;i!l  liirliii  .:..—  ;)  Geo.  II.  cap.  "iO.  §  4. 

No  M.i^ur,  <ki-.  of  any  Ship,  &c.  lying  in  the 
;M  >nitv.  ird-biHind,  shall  receive  on  board  such 
i-mlii  lor  [lie  Kin;;'s  service,  more  than '25/i. 
i\'.,li'i-,  iK-lofL'  liii:  :;rnv;il  of  the  Ship,  at,  or 
111.11  Lwall. — Ami  the  Master  of  everj-  Sbiji, 
roiiiiti^  into  the  Thames,  hhall  put  on  shore  all 
(Jiuipowdcr  on    boanl    siieh  xShip,  8cc. 
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for  Gunpowder,  (who  need  not  under  this  Act  be 
Elder  Brethreriy)  the  Penalties  are  given  half  to  the 
King,  and  half  to  the  Informer,  and  arc  recoverable 
before  any  two  Justices. 

Under  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  \x\x. 
the  following  very  useful  Provisions  are  made  on  this 
subject.* 

All  such  Vessels  as  shall  have  on  board  any  Gun- 
powder, exceeding  the  quantity  of  one  Pounds 
shall,  before  they  enter  any  of  the  iDocks,  Basons, 
or  Cuts,  land  all  their  Gunpowder,  and  unlade  and 
clear  their  Guns ;  and  no  Tar,  Pitch,  Rosin^  Hemp, 
Flax,  Faggots,  Furze,  Turpentine,  Oil,  Hay,  Straw^ 
Tallow,  Grease,  Shavings  of  Wood,  or  Combustible 
Matter  of  any  kindj  shall  be  suffered  to  be,  or 
remain  on  the  Quays  or  Wharfs,  in  or  near  the  said 
Docks,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  upon  the  Deck  of 
any  Ship  or  other  Vessel  in  the  said  Docks,  Basons^ 
or  Cuts,  above  the  space  of  twelve  hours,  under 
Penalty,  on  the  Owner  of  such  Goods,  &c.  or  the 
Commander,  Master,  or  Mate  of  the  Vessel,  making 
default  therein,  not  exceeding  lO/.  nor  less  than  5/. 
(  102* 

For  more  effectually  preventing  Accidents  by  Fire 
in  the  said  Docks  and  Dock  Premises,  no  person 
shall  have  or  keep  any  Fire,  Candle,  or  Lamp, 
lighted  within  any  of  the  said  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts, 
and  the  Quays^  Wharfs,  Warehouses,  and  Works, 
belonging  thereto,  at  any  time  whatsoever,  (except 
only  necessary  Lamps  by  the  sides  of  Ways  without 

Hh  the 
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the  DtK-k  \V;[!!s,  and  such  Fires,  or  lighted  Candles, 
rr  I.nnips.  as  shall  be  ncccssarv  to  be  used  in  the 
Mnkiii;:,  IJuil.!!!!,?,  Finishiiifj,  Rppairinp;,  Altering, 
or  l!n[jii)\in;.'  nf  thi;  Dtxrks,  Bnsoiis,  Cuts,  Qiin\-s, 
\\'li:irt"-;,  A\';irchrniscB,  and  other  Works,  or  any  of 
tln.'iii,)  under  fi)rti'iturc  for  every  Offence,  not  ex- 
(■iei!:::ir  -<'■'■  nor  less  than  5/.  §  103. 

V.   7'(«..:/. -v  hit-Hmihk  unJer  ihe  ^\'et-Dock  Act, 
;..i  C';  .  ///.  aip.  Kix.  ri-jt  hUhertQ  ivMccJ. 

1  ;,i  ■  •   Tji,  V  be  elassed  under  the  following  heads, 
!   r  '.;:e  i:.:  -  ■  ■■.i-v  retl-rcnee  to  them. 

i'i:;i.  T!  :    Motiriiijr  of  ^Vs«'ls;  p.iwng  Duties, 
T-.-.  j;:ii    t!^'.'  I'liwcis  of  the  Ilarl)oiir-M:istcrs  and 


cfaci'efrorD  such  Vessel  wh<|never  required  by  the 
Harbour- Masters,  or  Dock-Masters,  or  th^ir  A^ist- 
lints,  by  an  order  in  writing,  left  on  board  the 
Vessel,  within  twelve  hours  after  each  notice,  under* 
the  penalty  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  lO/.  nor  less  tharf 
5/.  foif  every  twenty-four  hours  such  ship  shall 
rennain  after  the  time  limited  by  such  notice.  ^  94. 

No  Vessel  shall  land  or  ship  her  Cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  by  the  sides,  or  upon,  or  along  the 
Banks  of  any  of  the  said  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts^ 
except  at  such  Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Landing-placesy 
as  shall  be  made  and  assigned  for  the  purpose,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  for  every  Offence  not  exceeding 
100/.  as  also,  all  such  Goods  so  landed  or  shipped, 
as  shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  Customs,  &c. 
which  Groods  may  be  seized  accordingly,  by  any 
Custom-hbuse  or  Excise  Officer.  §  98. 

On  any  dispute  respecting  the  Tonnage  of  any 
Vessel  liable  to  pay  the  Dock  Duties,  the  Collector, 
&c.  may  stop  the  Ship,  and  Measure  and  Gauge 
the  same  :  And  if  any  Ship-Master  or  other  person 
shall  obstruct  or  hinder  the  Collector,  &c.  from 
Weighing,  Measuring,  or  Gauging  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  he  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  10/.  above  the 
said  Rates.  §  143. 

'  No  Collector  of  the  Customs  in  the  Port  of 
imdon^  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  permit 
any  Vessel,  liable  to  pay  the  Dock  Duties,  to  be 
entered  inwards  from  Foreign  parts,  or  Coastwise^ 
or  to  be  cleared  outwards,  until  the  Master^  &c. 

H  H  2  &haU 
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AiM  li.nc  );.::il  the  said  Uuck  Duties,  and  produced 
til  tlic  '.i-.d  L\tt[fi.i.jr  a  cLTti!k-atc  of  {la^mcnt  of  tiic 
Diu'-^  lyi..i:ca!invariU,  under  th^  hand  uf  the  person 
a();;u:iiu<l  u>  ..liicit  the  said  Duties:  on  clearing 
o.itu.iriK  till-  {>.;\iiiei)t  of  the  Dock  Duties  is  to  be 
ii-iLfrr.i':;;  ti  iiv  i!iv  sifinature  of  the  Receiver  to  the 
Maniit-.-:,  (\..  iiii,  ^iificrjui:c.  or  other  Document, 
v.-^ii  Ii  iir.i  •:  nv.i-.:r:!y  !'C  ijroducal  to  the  Collector 
.■!  ill.-  >^'ii  :.::i^  .11  tlie  tiiiiC  of  t'lcariiigout ;  which 
Ci.,:i„. ■.;;;■■-  .ui  i  bi^r:iiiiiia-.s  the  Kcceivers  of  the 
Dii^^L  D.it'-js  .:re  rc>[iiireil  to  sign,  and  give  without 
IVi-  v:  Iw\^,.!\!,  under  lurfciture  of  20/.  to  be  re- 
;  ;.:^-    Costs   of  buit,  in  any  Court  of 


ii.r-M;i-.ti.T,    Doct-Master,    Lock- 
other  Officer,    shall 
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VesseT^  Navigating,  Lading  or  Unlading  upon  the 
River  Thames^  within  the  Port,  or  upon  the  Canal, 
or  any  of  the  Docks  or  Works,  shall  be  placed  or 
suffered  to  ren^ain,  so  as  unnecessarily  to  obstruct 
the  Navigation  thereof,  the  Master,  &c.  shall  innr« 
mediately  upon  request  made  remove  the  ^tat^ 
under  a  Penalty  not  exceeding  lO/.  and  also,  not 
exceeding  51.  for  every  hour  of  such  obstruction 
after  such  requisition  :  And  the  Harbour-Master, 
Dock-Mastcr,  or  other  proper  Officer,  is  empAwered 
to  cause  any  such  Vessel,  to  be  removed  in  such 
manner,  and  to  such  places  as  shall  be  proper  for 
preventing  such  obstruction,  or  to  be  Unladen,  if 
necessary^  and  to  seize  or  distrain  such  Vessel,  and 
the  Lading  or  any  part  thereof,  until  the  charges 
occasioned  by  such  removal  be  paid.  §  97- 

All  Laden  Vessels  going  into  any  of  the  said 
Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  shall  Unlade  and  Discharge 
their  Cargoes  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after 
entering  therein ;  and  shall  then,  without  loss  of 
time,  be  removed  into  such  part  of  the  said  Docks 
as  shall  be  set  apart  for  Light  Vessels  :  And  the 
Dock-Masters  are  authorised  to  order  and  cause  to 
be  removed  all  such  Light  Ships,  or  Vessels,  as  are 
unfit  for  service,  or  not  intended  to  be  laden  or 
fitted  out  for  the  JVest-hidies ;  and  in  order  that  the 
Dock-Masters  may  have  knowledge  of  Ships  60 
circumstanced,  the  Master  or  Owner  of  every  Ship, 
fihall,  within  six  weeks  after  She  shall  have  entered 
2iny  of  the  said  Docks,  give  notice  to  the  Directors, 

that 
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.Gw)4$>n;-UnM>  a  Marim  PtEa-Q^  tns  beeitp 
ta  whidi  arc  aii3c).cd  jhovc Six  Hundred  Lumbers  for  wnckug 
.cvtSbiia.  aiul  sIkiTau  HundreiLCoc&ubles,  annai  vnthifae 
gulbwiiy  of  lijc  Law  ip  act  as  Giai ds  anJ  M'^^chmcn  on  butd 
oficach  Ship,uudc(  dixlisrgs,  Mgetbn  wiih  a  proper  nunibui  of 
BcHUcomnundcd  by  Policc-Surucyonaiul  navigaicd  byOf&ccs 
of -Jutlicc.  with  power  10  icitcH„te»U!|  and  Afiptchcnd  all.^- 
tota  wtuiwcver  suspccied  af  taking;*  «r  havitu^  In  their  fmwft 
^siiWt  Svg*fi  Kum.CiifrM:,  CVloni  Cuiger.  Pimenln,  IniigD, 
..«c.aiiy  .fflktc  wiiaiwicvcc,  cDoipoting  iJic  C^o,  Htpcet,  « 
.MaicTult,  D(4Qy  Shipw  Vofel  in  ib«,Itivci  Thames,  a»l  ip 
briqg  all  OAt:iuliL'»  to  J  uslioe. without,  nspcc'.  of  penooi. 

It  B  lUrdorc  Iwfcd  itwi  Uiiseailroution  will  p 
4csqjpiipn  nf  pcnoQs  cith«t,ii>aikuigor,aqung  mi  mjr^ 
.onbondof  Ships  under  diKbarf:-~~3nd  allpcnontn 
frnm  makir.-;  hr.- even  wiih  ihc  sin.ilL'si  qiiiniiiy  of  ?iigir  or 
clliLf  ariiil.s  :.-,  iiu-a.^-oi  i!;ic:iKin.  ;v.!uch  will  be  certain,) 
noibing  c.u;  [::^cnt  the  ignominy  of  a  Pro«.ci;lion  tor  Felony, 
and  ihc  u1;.:;;-:l-  pt:;j::hrrii:iit  in  ^■a^c  of  coiivLtion. 
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S:i>!ii'iaiy  vjt'.-J  y  -.■  B'.i!  f',r  th:  :::ore  effrrtiu^J jrr.-er.- 
lion  of  diiridal\o}is  on  ihc  River  Thames. 


The  Ei;mb^r.t  Act.  2  G;o.  III.  tap.  2S,  was  passed  Iti 
1762: — No!hing\v.is  doiic  iinuir  it  foe  abom  fourlcen  vi-art. 
Tlic  present  temporary  iVIiu-ine  Police  OlBie  liad  no  other 
special  ground  l.jr  iis  piuceedings  than  thai  act,  whidi,  though 
conducive  10  its  object  as  far  as  it  gits,  has  been  sliewn  by  » 
twclvemoiuli's  cxneric'icc   to    be  f«r  indeed  from  adequate. 

What 
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p^  person  having  the  care  of  the  Shipj^  not  exceeding 
ipL  nor  less  than  5/.  ^  Q5. 

If  any  Draw-bridge  or  Swivel-bridge,  shall  be 
laid  across  the  said  Canal,  or  any  Cut,  &c.  every 
person  opening  such  Bridge,  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  ^jut  and  fasten  the  same  ;  and  no  person  ahall  ^ 
wilfully  open  any  such  Bridge  when  no  Vessel  is  to 
pass  the  same,  so  as  to  interrupt  a  free  passage  for 
Travellers,  Ca.ttle,  or  Carriages,  under  a  penalty  not 
le^cceeding  40^.  and  if  any  such  Bridge  shall  be  }efl 
oppn  longer  than  necessary  for  the  passage  of  any 
Vessel,  through  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of 
any  person  belonging  to  such  Vessel,  then  tKe 
Mas^ter,  or  Owner^  shall  forfeit  for  every  suph 
offence,  not  exceeding  5/.  but  in  case  the  same  shall 
h^-ppen  by  the  neglect  or  default  of  any  Officer  or 
Servant  of  the  City,  or  of  the  Dock  Company, 
such  Officer  or  Servant  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding 
AOs.  ,%  96. 

If  ^ny  person  shall  float,  or  place  any  Timber 
upon  the  said  Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  or 
Wharfe,  otherwise  than  as  allowed  by  the  City,  or 
the  Dock  Company  respectively,  and  on  payment  of 
such  Rates  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  or  shall  suffi^r 
the  lading  of  any  Vessel,  navigating  in  any  of  the 
said  Works,  to  be  over  the  side  thereof,  ^nd.  shall 
not  immediately,  when  re^uir^,  rempye  supb  ob- 
jBtruction ;  or  if  any  person  shall  wantonly,  c.are- 
lessly,  or  negligently  open,  any  Lock^G^te  Paddles, 
belonging  to  any  Lqck,  to  be  erectfid  on  the  said 

Works, 
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'T.'.y  and  ir.:*ch:ercasiT^  flush,  or 

■:.:■:■  5i\d  Car.i'.  Dock?.  &c.  or 

.\-"t!.  :.i  str.VL.'  cr  r-n  upon  any  of 

k-  rhv"  ■'.  ever.-  perso:;  so  ofFend- 

,  M.-:.r.  i-.-.rr;.-.*.  cr  Scr\*ant,  bc- 

Vt-.;,  ir   r.ry  :^r«r.:i  whosoever, 

r:.t    .:       R.i::.:>:.    Earth,  Ashes, 

,  cr  i:;":i  .r.v    n'  the  Works,  to 

:;    :'.   iir  :r.:o  i!..-  Kiv<  r  Tkamts,  or 

■,.(.:i  L  :...'.;;-.'■'.■.;,;■  an-l  ihe  Mouth 

,    -T  J;  uii\    ..tk-r   ,iw:r.\.ime  to   the 

:•■  j'r.  /.••   t'liT:"/,  on  complaint 

;;:.y   ILin'oiir-Mjilcr,   &c.   or  other 

:  =i:-.;!  i)c  cxaniir.ed  into  by  any  one 

County,    or  place  wherein  wich 


jAunicating  therewith,  without  the  licence  of  the 
City  or  the  Dock  Company,  and  making  such  com- 
pensation as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon :  The 
City  and  Company  are  empowered,  to  cut  off  such 
communications  of  Water  on  every  such  Trespass ; 
and  every  person  trespassing,  shall,  for  every  such 
oflence,  forfeit  not  exceeding  50/.  §  100. 

Thirdly.  Respecting  Injuries  to  the   Docks  and 

/Forks. 

The  Corporation  of  London  are  authorised  and 
empowered  to  bring  Actions,  and  to  prefer  Bills  of 
Indictment  against  any  persons  who  shall  Cut^ 
Damage,  or  Injure,  any  of  the  Works  to  be  erected 
or  repaired  by  the  City  ;  or  who  shall  injure  or 
destroy  the  same  whilst  doing,  or  impede  the  doing 
thereof,  or  shall  steals  or  purloin  any  Stores,  Lettd, 
iron.  Wood,  Bricks,  or  other  Materials,  or  any  of 
the  Machines,  Engines,  or  Utensils,  used  therein; 
or  who  shall  wilfully  do  or  suffer,  or  consent  to  any 
thing  whereby  damage  may  accrue  to  the  Houses, 
Erections,  and  Buildings  to  be  purchased,  or  to  be 
nade  or  erected  by  virtue  of  this  Act.  §  30. 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  set 
on  fire  any  of  the  Works,  or  any  Vessel  in  the  said 
Klanal,  or  in  any  of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  or 
other  Works,  shall  be  Judged  guilty  of  Felony, 
without  Benefit  of  Clergy  ;  and  whoever  shall  wiU 
fully,  or  maliciously,  break  down,  demolish,  cut, 
or  destroy  any  of  the  Works,  or  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
lying  id  the  said  Canal,  or  in  any  of  the  said  Docks, 

ot 
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CT  Wor'r..-^.  sliall  be  punished  by  Fine,  Imprison mei|t, 
or  Tr^Mi-;n>ii;iiioii,ai  tlic discretion  of  the  Judge  be- 
furi"  wi!'"i  •'•vh  DtU'iukT  shall  be  convictetl.  ^104. 

Aiiv  [rr-oTi  who  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  cut, 
l.R-alv,  (ir  i;i  imiv  inaiiiicr  destroy,  any  Kopc,  &c.  by 
vhii'.i  ;kiv  \i'>-ol  Ijiiiij;  in  the  said  Canal,  Ducks, 
Ivisitii-,  i-v  I  lit-, or  in  niiy  jjlacc  in  the  River  TJianus, 
bi'iwciii  '.'•..'' V /^v./;''c  and  the  mouth  of  the  River 
I.fiK  s!;:'ll  1' '  Mi'Tirvd  or  faslcncd,  shall  forfeit  not  cx- 
rr-'dinir  I'  ^  -:  I''"  ^^'■'•'^  tihall  not  restrain  the  Harbour- 
\J;'-ti'r--  :;v.  i  i).n'k-\lastcrs,  or  their  Assistants,  from 
^.. ..,.;,;,.,.-  ;;i.\  nt'  ilicir  Powers  or  Authorities  in  a 
C.\w  ;-.;i:;  n- ::>ii;il'lc  nuiniier.  §  105. 

It^H  \  ;  .i'-r;i  sIklII  steal,  damage,  break,  demoh'iih, 
cr  ilirow  ,i(.''.Mi  am  I^m|).  Lamp-Iron  or  Po&t,  set 


The  Master  or  Owner  of  any  Vessel,  or  of  any 
jR{ift  or  Float  of  Timber,  k  made  answerable  fgr  da- 
mage or  mischief,  done  by  i»uch  Vessel,  Raft,  or 
Float,  or  any  of  the  Watermen  belonging  to  the  same, 
to  the  Canal,  Docks,  or  Works;  or  to  any  of  the 
Sluices,  &c.  or  by  lading  or  unlading  any  Vessel ; 
and  for  any  Trespass  or  Damage  done  to  the  Owners 
or  .Occupiers  of  any  Buildings,  Wears,  or  Lands,  ad- 
joining the  said  Canal,  &c.  by  leaving  open  Gates  or 
otherwise,  or  by  any  other  Trespass  whatsoever ; 
such  Damages  to  be  recovered  of  the  Owner,  icd  in 
any  Court  of  Record,  with  full  Costs  of  Suit ;  and 
the  Servants  shall  be  liable  to  repay  such  Damages, 
&c.  to  their  Master  or  Employer.  ^  107. 

Penalties  under  this  Act  (except  where  otherwise 
specifically  directed)  are  recoverable  before  one  Justice 
of  Peace,  and  may  be  mitigated  to  one  half. — An  Ap- 
peal is  given  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. — Penalties  may 
be  levied  by  Distress  and  Sale,  and  on  default  of 
sufficient  Distress,  the  Offender  may  be  imprisoned 
six  months. 

Thus  we  see  from  the  multitude  of  new  Offences, 
which  have  been  recently  created,  how  necessary  it 
will  be  to  have  a  vigilant  police  to  carry  these  Laws 
into  effect,  .without  which  (a3.has  been  hG;i;etpfore  the 
cfise)  many  excellent  provisions  wpuld  become  a  Df^J 
fieiierj  a^d  j^U3es  would  niultiply  in  proportion,  as 
Trade,  Commerce,  and  Improvements,  are  extended. 

W.  Of 
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M.  or: 


j  .■.  I. 
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K.:v!^,2thn  of  the 


Cuiuul 

ft'h 


Si.i'.uli'  npplicabltr  lo  tliis  part  ofthesub- 
-  iu  l;ii\i'  been  p.!>'i-il  in  the  year  l605, 
■;.;■.  i'l.)  ;iihI  wijuii  \iasemiticd  "An 
iiii:;j:  the  I'iiMiijie  li)  Waicr  from  Loiuion 
•::i\  ilir  Citv  Qt'Or/'.rJ."  In  the  preamble 
{■.\-  li  U  sMtccI,  That  ihe  Kivcr  Thames 
,n\l ':il>!c  from  Lu:i:I'.)n  tiii  niihin  a  few 
vtl ;-(!,  iiiul  ih;it  by  rciiiuv'mg  some  few  ob- 
ii  iiiiu'ht  be  liiiulc  navigable  not  only  to 
r  to  (.■i:rt:iiij  pans  of  that  County,  and  the 
I  iUikihire,  Wiltibirc,  ami  (jhufestershire, 
iild  redound  to  the  great  commodity, 


This  Act  18  entitled  ^^  An  Act  for  making  the 
River  Thames  navigable  for  Barges,  Boats,  and 
Lighters,  from  the  Village  of  Bercot  in  the  County- 
of  Oxon,  unto  the  University  and  City  of  Oxon.'* — 
It  recites,  That  the  effecting  this  Navigation  would 
be  very  convenient  for  conveying  the  stone  from 
Bzdltngfon  Quarry  to  London,  for  supplying  Oxford 
with  Coals  and  Fuel,  and  for  preserving  the  High- 
ways; Eight  Commissioners  are,  therefore,  ap* 
pointed  to  dbnduct  this  part  of  the  Navigation,  and 
to  raise  the  sum  necessary  for  a  Tax  on  the  City  and 
University  of  Oxford  ;  A  special  provision  is  in- 
serted in  the  Act,  that  the  course  and  channel  of  the 
Thames  shall  not  be  diverted,  and  Licence  is  given 
to  Bargemen,  &c.  as  the  passage  from  Bercot  to  Ox- 
ford is  against  the  stream,  to  lialc  their  Barges  by 
Winches,  Ropes,  and  Engines,  worked  by  men  and 
horses  on  the  banks  of  the  River. 

The  powers  of  the  Connnissioiicrs  under  this  Act 
are  by  §  22  of  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  51.  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Navigation  of  the  Thames 
and  his  appointed  under  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  stated 
at  length  in  the  subsequent  pages. 

In  the  year  1695,  an  Act  was  passed  (6  and  7  Wil- 
liam III.  cap.  16,)  ^^  to  prevent  exactions  of  the 
Occupiers  of  Locks,  and  Wears  upon  the  River  of 
Thames,  Westward,  and  for  ascertaining  the  Rates 
of  Water-carriage  upon  the  said  River.'*  The  pre- 
amble to  this  Act  recites,  "  That  the  Rivers  of 
Thames  and  Isis,  had  time  out  of  mind  been  naviga- 

2  blc 
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ble  from  London  to  Bercoi  in  Oxfordshire,  rfnd  from 
thence  for  some  years  past,  somewhat  furtherthan  Lech- 
htle\n  l'i!'iiii-''stershire,  and  that  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Navigation,  there  had  been  several  Locks, 
FloTd-Clnto-:,  &c.  on  the  said  Rivers,  the  Tenants 
and  Occupiers  of  which,  were  entitled  to  take  a 
rcisoriablc  ^iricc  for  all  Vessels  using  the  same,  for 
their  a-^-i't;mcc  in  their  passage  ;  but  that  of  late 
yeais  il)e\  tiad  raised  their  prices  so  high,  that  the 
price  of  Wiiter-carriagc  had  also  been  much  raised, 
anil  thai  ^cvenil  aliases  had  been  committed  by  the 
BargeiiMii  vn  the  Kiver*  ;" 

The  Ji;-iiros  iif  Peace  of  the  Counties  of  ffllli, 
Ckuff^t,  r.Oi/'.nl.  IiiTis,:indB.ids,  wcre.hy  the  Act, 
appttiiiicd  (oiniiiissioners,  to  make  ordiTS  for  asccr- 
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by  this  Act  all.  persons  rated  to  the  Land-Tax^  for 
JOO/.  a  year  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surry, 
Aerh,  Bucks,  Oxfordy  Gloucester,  and  fFihs,  with  the 
Vice  Chancellor  and  Heads  of  Colleges,  in  Oxford, 
and  the  Mayors  of  Corporation  and  Borough-towns 
lying  on  the  said  Rivers,  were  made  Commissioners 
for  carrying  the  Act  into  execution ;  and  divers 
powers  were  conferred  on  them  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  almost  all  of  which  were  virtually  annulled  or 
suspended  by  a  subsequent  Act  in  the  year  1771. 

One  provision  in  this  Act  appears,  however,  to  be 
still  in  force,  and  to  which  it  may  be  doing  the 
Public  service,  to  draw  the  attention  of  Magistrates. 

"  Any  Bargeman,  Boatman,  or  other  persbn,  beings 
jMirt  of  the  Crew  of  any  Barge,  &c.  stealing,  selling, 
consuming,  adulterating,  or  embezzling  any  Cyder, 
&c.  Coals,  Wheat,  or  other  Goods,  part  of  the 
Treight  of  such  Barge,  &c.  shall  forfeit  40s.  And 
in  default  of  immediate  payment  thereof  be  com- 
»fiitted  to  the  House  of  Correction,  not  exceeding  two 
xnonths,  by  any  one  Justice,  for  the  County  wherein, 
or  adjoining  to  the  place  where  the  Offence  is  com- 
jftiitted,  24  Geo.  II.  cap.  8.  §  15." 

The  subsequent  Acts  are  to  be  considered  under 
xhc  two  following  Heads : 

Firsfy  As  they  respect  the  Jurisdiction,  West  of 
tfce  City  Boundary  at  Staines'-Bridge. 

Secondly,  As  they  respect  the  Conservatoria!  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  City  of  London. 

5  First  4 
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r[[;:T  ■.  1:1  ill''  year  1771.  *n  Act  was  passcct 
1 1  G  ■>.  ir,  >\\::.  -15,  i:ii(It:r  which  {as  explained  by 
t!jf  .S'>:  .u.  ! -.  Goo.  in.  cap.  11.;  as  Geo.  III. 
•■■•a:  .1 1  ;  ")  Gi-Q.  III.  cap.  100.)  ihe  Navigation 

■\\  .-twarl  ii"  ::-.c  City  B(,'U!uljry,  near  Staincs*- 
IJri'!,^-,  N;>  .^vr  ;vil'HC<I. 

i;.  ;!  •  Ai  t.  1  1  (Jcii.  III.  rnp.  -15.  the  Navigation 
1'^  •.[.■■  Vw  '.' '..w.j  and  /);.(.  fiiiin  LznJ-jn  xo  Crick- 
/....'.  \v.  \\  ■.'■.-'.:'.:•■,  »'..!> i'mV'vIccI  i:i'o  -ix  Districts,  via: 

i>i-  I)!  ■,::  ■ 'jviwLij!!   /.',».'..'■.';  and  the  City-stone 

ahu\c  A' .- ..  i"   />.■;..';.■:-. 

■j.l.  Di-iric:    ijciwcfn    ilic  G.y-S/oiie  and  5W- 

:u\.  Dis'.rii;'.  between  Bv.dtcrs  Lock  and  Mifk- 
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diately  follow  that  of  the  Act  11  Geo.  HL  cap.  45. 
and  its  explanatory  Acts;  of  which  the  following  ai$ 
the  most  interesting  particulars. 

The  Act  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  sets  out  with  recit- 
lag,  that  the  Commissioners  under  the  former  Act» 
24  Geo.  IL  cap.  8.  for  want  of  proper  powers^  had 
not  been  able  to  prevent  frequent  abuses  and  ezac« 
dons  by  the  Owners  of  Towing-paths^  Locks>  Flood- 
GateSj  &c.  and  by  the  Barge-Masters  and  their  Ser* 
vants ;  by  reason  of*  which,  the  price  of  Water-car- 
riage was  much  raised^  and  the  Navigation  greatljf 
damaged ; — And  that  the  expence  necessary  to  mako. 
TumjnkeSj  Embankmen  ts^Towing-paths,  andBridges^ 
over  small  Streams,  emptying  themselves  into  the 
Rivers,  in  order  to  complete  the  Navigation  would 
apiount  to  a  large  sum  of  money  : 

For  completing  the  Navigation,  and  preventing 
Abuses  in  future,  Commissioners  were  appointed— 
who  now  (by  35  Geo.  III.  cap.  106.)  must  consist  of 
the  following  description  of  persons,  viz : 

The  members  of  Parliament  for  the  Counties  of 
WtUsy  Gloucester,  Oxford,  Berks,  and  Bucks,  and  all 
Cities  and  Towns  therein ;  for  the  University  of 
Oxford,  for  the  Counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surry,  and 
for  London,  Westmnster,  and  Southwark ;— The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lotidon ; — The  Vice  Chan- 
cellor, and  Heads  of  the  Colleges  oi  Oxford  \ — Dean 
and  Canons  of  Christ-Church,  and  of  Windsor ; — ^Pror 
vest  and  Fellows  of  Eton : — ^The  Rectors  and  Incum- 
lients  of  the  Parishes  bordering  on  the  Thames  and 

I  I  Jsis, 
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his,  on  botli  sides,  from  Sla'mes  to  Cn^^Zcdlr  f- The. 
Miiyors  and  Kccordcrs  of  Oo/orrf,  Ahingdorty  Walling- 
f-rii,  litajh!^,  Ilndry,  Maidenhead  and  ff^sor  i^^— 
Tlic  senior  Bridge-Warden  of  Grfij/  Markrw  j— The 
CK'ik  of  ilic  Board  of  Works  at  fFinJsor  CaslU  ;— 
KviTv  i'jr?iin  tizcd  in  his  own  right,  or  in  right  offiis 
Wile,  i)!  Ti.iii -Id  or  Copyhold  Lands,  &c.  of  1 00/. 
a  vc:ir,  in  iiic  five  Counties  above-named,  or  being 
Heir  apparint  id  200/.  a  year ; — Every  person,  re- 
siding in  I'iilicr  of  the  said  Counties,  having,  or 
being  Ikir  apparent  to,  Freehold  and  Copyhold 
Lind,  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain  to  that-  amount,  or 
possessed  of  a  personal  Estate  of  3000/. — or  finally, 
being  a  IIuldiT  uf  IxKtns  on  the  Navigation,  to  the 
amount  of  500/.  Acting  without  being  quahfied,  in- 
of  'JtX)/. 
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hiis^otidrs  are  enabled  to  purchase  Houses  orLands^ 
for  making  Towing-paths,  Banks,  Roads,  Bridges, 
Ferries,  &c.  to  purchase  and  make  Wharfs,  Locks, 
FIood-Gates,  &c.  to  make  pound  Locks,  or  Turn* 
pikes,  to  settle  the  Rates  to  be  taken  from  all  Barges, 
for  the  use  of  the  Towing-paths,  &c.  either  by  men 
or  horses,  or  for  passing  through,  or  using  pound 
Ix)cks,  Wears,  Ferries,  &c.  to  distrain  for  Tolls,  and 
to  let  them  ;  to  make  Orders  and  Regulations  as  to 
the  size  and  draught  of  Barges ;  to  settle  proper 
gages  in  the  sides  thereof,  and  how  deep  they  shall 
lade,  so  as  not  to  draw  more  than  their  proper  depth 
of  water,  not  exceeding  three  feet  ten  inches  in  any 
case ;  as  also  to  make  all  other  necessary  Rates, 
Rules,  and  Regulations,  concerning  the  Navigation, 
the  use  of  the  Towing-Paths,  the  management  of 
Flood-Gates,  the  opening  and  shutting  thereof,  and 
the  making  satisfaction  to  Millers  and  Land-Owners, 
Zee.  for  damages  occasioned  by  their  neglect,  and  as 
to  the  behaviour  of  Bargemen,  &c.  so  as  to  remedy 
all  Abuses  whatever,  committed  in  the  Navigation  ; 
but  not  to  divert  the  course  of  the  River. 

The  price  of  Lockage  is  not  to  exceed  four-pe7icc 
per  Ton  per  Lock,  and  is  to  be  fixed  up  at  each  Lock: 
ta  the  price  of  towing  is  to  be,  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  each  Fare,  The  Commissioners  are  em- 
powered to  oblige  persons  to  keep  their  Locks, 
Weiirs,  Ditches,  and  Drains,  in  repair ;  and,  on  non- 
compliance, the  Commissioners  may  repair  the  same, 
and  levy  the  expence  by  Distress  and  Sale  on  the 
.       •  1X2  Owner. 
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Owner.  Tliey  are  to  fix  Water-mailu  on  each 
Loct  or  ^Vt•a^,  below  or  above  which,  no  Ovoer 
thcrcuf  shall  Id  the  Water  fall  or  rise,  unless  for  the 
piirpu.'^c  of  ropairing  o(  the  Locks  or  Mills,  or  far 
fishing  at  proper  seasons:  A  Penalty  of  50/.  is  ia- 
posed  on  all  persons  acting  contrary  to  the  abovft 
directions,  by  ^pof  II  Geo.  III.  cap.  45. 

By  §  4  of  1 :»  Geo.  III.  cap.  12.  a  Penalty  of  IG/.  tg 
imposed  on  ilie  Tenants  or  persons  intrusted  with  the 
opening  and  s-huttingof  oldLoclts,  Flood-gates,  See. 
who  shall  iiugloct  to  Open  the  same,  whenever  the 
Water  is  nUivc  the  High-water  Mark,  and  to  keep 
them  Dpcn,  iititit  ilie  Water  is  sunk  below  such 
Mark. 

For  the  purpose  of  fixing  these  Watcr-marks,  and 
keeping  the  J.Qcks  in  rfpaJr,  the  Commissioners  a 
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Tte  Commissioners  are  directed  to  keep  up  a  pro- 
pi^  liead  of  Water^  for  working  Mills^  &c.  adjoining 
4o  Locks,  fcc.  and  in  case  of  deficiency,  in  so  doing, 
or  in  repairing  the  Locks,  &c.  the  Owner  may  apply 
to  two  Justices,  to  view  the  Locks,  Sec.  out  of  repair, 
who  shall  certify  what  repairs  are  necessary,  to  the 
Commissioners  ;  «iid  on  their  not  repairing,  the 
Owner  may  repair,  and  recover  the  amount  from  the 
Commissioners,  or  receive  the  Tolls  at  the  Lock,  till 
he  is  reimbursed.  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  §  1 1. 

The  Commissioners  are  empowered  from  time  to 
time,  to  fix  the  tlates  of  Carriage  of  all  Goods,  in 
Barges,  and  the  Fai^  for  the  use  of  Horses,  from  one 
place  to  another  on  the  said  Rivers  ;  such  Rates  to 
be  stuck  up  at  the  Locks,  and  at  Market-places, 
Chiirch-doors,  &c.and  published  in  the  Newspapers: 
a  Penahy  of  20/.  is  imposed  on  Proprietors  of  Barges, 
taking  more  than  their  Fares  so  fixed,  after  twenty 
days  from  the  publication  thereof;  and  50/.  on  any 
person  acting  contrary  to  any  Rules  or  Orders,  madiD 
by  the  Commissioners.  1 1  Geo.  UL  cap.  45.  §  14. 

Great  Nuisances  and  Damages  havmg  happened 
on  the  said  Navigation,  to  light-laden  Vessels,  by 
Timber  and  deep-laden  Vessels^  lying  across  or 
aground  in  the  Rivers,  and  by  Stones,  Dung,  and 
other  Nuisances,  lying  on  the  Towing-paths,  and 
obstructing  the  passage  of  such  ligbt-Iadcn  YeaaitU^ 
any  one  Commissioner,  on  his  own  view,  or  on  com* 
pkint  may  (by  warrant  under  bis  hand  and  seal)  order 
the  Pfoprietor  of  sucb  Timber^  &c.  and  the  Owners 

and 
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Hisd  Navi'.'ators  of  such  deep-laden  Barges,  to  rc- 
minT  siiili  t.>!<-;iructions,  by  carrying  away  the  Tim- 
I>."r,  .'■;r-  ur  llLrliicning  ibc  Vessels,  soas  to  suffer  the 
)i;:;))r-l.'i(lcii  \  I'ssels  lo  pass;  and  on  non-compliance, 
iiKU'  h-v\  <iii  the  Offender's  G(X)ds,  or  on  the  Tackle 
orilu-  li.irgc,  such  Penalty,  not  exceeding  10/.  nor 
Ks-.  th.-ni  .lib.  as  he  shall  tliink  adequate  to  the  Oa- 
]n;i-e  sulli-ri'.!  liy  ihcOwncr  of  such  light-laden  Ves- 
sel. II  IJiit.  lil.  cap.  45.  §  32. 

No  pi-Tsun  wliaiever  shall  anchor  or  moor,  or  lie 
wiihin  am-  Uaige,  Boat,  or  Vessel,  in  any  part  of 
'J'.!/'/;zi-  1/;//  S.'n-iim,  between  the  Lock  in  the  said 
Sirt-ain,  anil  CVVm-iiA  jl/tW!>«j,  under  Penalty  of  5/. 
on  ihc  Owner  or  person  having  the  conduct  of  such 
JiATiXC.  I.i  Geo.  111.  cap.  pi.  §  20. 
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Barges  laden  with  Manure  are  exempted  from 
Tolls;  and  a  Penalty  not  exceeding  loL  is  impased 
on  |[>ersohs  claiming  any  exemption  not  being  en- 
titled thereto.  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  51.  §  9^  10. 

By  .^  1 1  of  the  same  Act,  (28  Geo.  III.)  persons  pas- 
titigf  or  attiomptlng  to  pass,  any  Locks  without  joying 
TollSy  shall  forfeit  10/.  over  and  above  the  Tolls ;  and 
may  beapprehended  and  taken  before  a  Justice,  who 
may  levy  the  Penalties  by  Distress  on  thcTackle  of  the 
Vessel,  or  commit  the  Offender  to  the  House  of  Cor« 
rection  for  three  months. 

By  %  13  of  that  Act,  every  Vessel  laden  with 
Goods,  is  to  have  full  itwo  inches  of  clear  board  in  the 
shallowest  part  of  her  Gunwale,  above  the  surface  of 
the  Water  I  under  Penalty  of  20/.  on  the  Owner  or 
Person  navigating  the  Barge. 

By  .§  15.  of  that  Act,  every  Barge  drawing  more 
than  three  feet  ten  inches  Water,  or  more  than  shall 
be  fixxn  time  to  time  allowed  by  the  Commissioners, 
or  nqt  having  two  inches  clear  board,  in  the  shal- 
lowest part  of  her  Gunwale,  above  the  surface  of  the 
Water,  shall  pay  double  Tolls^  and  may  be  removed 
out  of  the  navigable  Channel,  until  lightened  and  re^ 
duced  to  its  proper  draft  of  Water, 

The  thirty-second  Section  of  the  Act,  35  (Jco.  IIL 
cap.  106.  deserves  particular  attention.  It  recites^ 
That  "  the  Navigation  of  the  Rivers  Thames  and 
Isisj  had  long  been  a  very  useful  Channel  of  Convey*- 
ABce  for  cumbrous  and  heavy  Goodsj  bet^^en  seve- 
ral inland  Cpunties ;  thai  the  Conunerqe  of  the  said 

River 
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River  bad  of  late  increased,  and  was  still  increasing, 
h  medJis  of  several  Canalt  vshuh  eommioacaU  vntk  /he 
Rii'erj  Thames  and  Lit,  between  Cricilade  and  the 
Port  of  LonJcn,  so  that  it  is  become  essentiaUy  veees- 
sary  for  ihrso  purposes,  and  to  accommodate  tbe  ge« 
ncrai  Commerce  of  the  Kingdom,  tbat  tbe  Naviga- 
tion of  the  pniil  Rivers  shonld  be  rendered  lekj  easy, 
ccriain,  at  as  little  expcnce  as  possible ;  and  that  the 
pcveral  persons  interested  by  residence  or  mercanule 
ITndcrtakings,  as  well  as  the  Public  at  large,  should 
be  tljorouglily  informed,  from  time  to  tim^  <^  tbe 
measures  taken,  and  the  sums  expended,  for  the 
preservation  and  improvement  of  the  aaid  Navi- 
gaiion  :" 

1'ho  Commissioners  are  therefore  required  to  make 
out,  aniuian)',.in  account  up  to  the  31st  (tf  December, 


asvat  woaet:  abb 

Jostiee  1^  tlie  Gosnty  where  the  Offence  is  oom^ 
ifiitte^  or  behrt  any  three  CommiBdoncn  at  a 
District  Meeting ;  and  be  levied  "by  Distress  and 
Sale ;  with  an  appeal  to  the  Genend  Meetings^  or 
tH  thb  Quarter  Sessions. 

By  §  35  of  the  Act  95  Geo.  KI.  cap.  106,  Jnrii- 
dictiOti  is  g;iven  to  the  Jnstioes  of  the  Peace,  residii^ 
and  acting  for  the  Counties  a^oimng  the  Rivera,  to 
tidce  cognizance  of  any  Ccmiplaint  respecting  any 
OtktHiC  GOmnoitted  on  the  said  Rivera,  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  by  the  Warrant  of  any  sudh  Josticey 
the  OfRmder  «hall  be  apprehended,  if  found  m  tie 
sM  Xhers  or  tiny  part  thrtofy  and  taken  befiire 
such  Justice ;  who  may  examine  into  and  determhie 
on  the  said  Offence,  and  order  the  same  to  1}e 
punished,  as  if  the  Offence  had  been  committedp 
and  €m  Offender  apprehended,  within  the  County 
fer  frtnch  the  Justice  is  empowered  to  act* 

Sbcokdlt.  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  London 
en  this  fart  of  the  Thames,  is  next  to  he  con^dered. 

• 

This  is  regqkted  in  the  first  place,  by  the  Act 
passed  in  the  year  MIA,  (14  Geo.  III.  cap.  pi.) 
the  Preamble  to  which  recites,  the  Gmservatodal 
Jurisdiction  of  the  City  on  the  Riyer^  (within  tho 
Kniits  repeatedly  stated  in  this  Work:)  It  alao 
recites  the  Act  ^11  Gea  III.  cap.  45,  with  the  xaaer* 
vatbns  therein  mentioned  of  the  City  Jurisdiction; 
and  states  that  the  Coounissionen  wuler  that  Act^ 
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ii];ii.'s  \.  lihin  the  Ciiy  District,  had  not 
;\xuuon  of  the  Act  there: — That 
'.-lit  ot'  the  Navigation  in  that  District 
.n.if  ;-.iibIic.  iitiiity  : — ^That  the  City 
■  laj^jly  10,000/.  if  necessary,  out  of 
;:  ■-.  :o  ijiiprovc  the  Navigation,  with- 
ii'v  Tuiis  within  their  Jurisdiction  :— 
urs  cijJDycd  hy  the  City,  were  not 
i-i'iual  lor  conijileting  the  Navigation  ; 
!■;  ;i|iprchcndetl  tliai  the  Powers  of  the 
t  iMuIcr  the  Act  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45, 
h   tli'jsc  necessary  to  be  granted  to 

>'  Act  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  iS,  is  there- 
tr^ivc  any  juristliction  to  the  Com- 
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Claiutes  for  purchasing  and  conveying  of  Lands^  are 
inserted  at  full  length. 

The  like  Powers  are  given  to  set  the  Fares  for 
Carriage  of  Goods,  and  the  use  of  Horses  within 
the  said  District,  by  the  Common-Council,  as  are 
given  to  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  1 1  Qeo. 
III.  cap.  45  ;  sanctioned  also  by  a  Penalty  of  20/. 
on  persons  taking  more  than  the  Fares  so  set,  to  be 
recovered  in  a  summiary  way  before  the  Lord  Mayor, 
jor  one  Alderman,  or  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Middlesex  or  Surry ;  with  an  appeal  to  ^he  Quarter 
Sessions  in  Loftdon^  Middlesex,  qr  ^uny. 

In  the  year  1777,  was  passed  the  Act,  (J7  Geo; 
III.  cap.  18.)  "  for  enabling  the  City  of  London  to 
purchase  the  Tolls  then  payable  for  navigating  on 
the  Thames  westward  pf  London  Bridge,  within 
ihft  City  Liberties  ;.  and  for  laying  a  small  Toll  in 
lieu  thereof  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  com^ 
pleting  the  said  Navigation." 

The  Preamble  to  this  Act,  recites  the  forgoing 
Act  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  g4,  and  states,  that  the  City 
bad  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution.  That 
^veral  necessary  and  expensive  Works  had  been 
performed  within  their  Jurisdiction  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Navigation,  and  reducing  the  expences 
thereof — that  the  City  had  applied  near  lOfiOOl.  in 
jthis  service,  out  of  their  own  Estates,  but  found 
that  further  Works  were  still  necessary  to  improve 
Jhe  Navigation,  the  probable  expence  of  which  had 
been  estimated  at  8,000/.  more :  besides  a  consider* 

able 
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the  Old  Tolls^)  should  thkik  proper ;  net  ncmdhg 
the  following ;  viz. 

Fof  all  Bafges  or  YesBels  navigatoi  Westward  of Y  .... 

London  Bridge  to  Strand^i^bi^Gnm,  or  Bnnifinl  f 

To  Iskworth  Qt  Ricbimnd «     •  id. 

To  Twicknham  or  Teddington i|(L 

To  Kingsim  or  Hampton-Wick 24« 

To  Difion,  Hampton-Court f  Monlsiy,  or  Hampton  .     •  2^. 
To  Suntury,  .  Walton^   Hawford^    SBfpperton,    or 

fFiybridge 

To  Cbirtsey  or  Laleham 3l<!. 

To  ^/M'lir J  and  upwards 4d. 


}3d- 


The  said  Tolls  tQ  be  collected^  according  to 
Regulations  to  be  made  by  the  C(»rporation  ;  and  in. 
case  of  denial  of  payment,  to  be  recoverable  by 
Actiouj  in  any  Court  of  Record  ;  or  by  seizing  and 
detaining  the  Vessels  till  payment ;  or^  on  non-pay- 
ment within  four  days,  the  Vessel  to  be  appraised 
and  sold^  as  in  case  of  Distress  for  Rent. 

Every  Owner  of  any  Barge  or  Vessel  passing  on 
the  River  Thames^  in  the  said  limits,  is  to  paint  his 
name  in  white  Capital  Letters,  six  inches  long^  on 
each  of  the  outsides  of  his  Barge,  higher  than  the 
same  shall  sink  into  the  water  when  full  laden : '  and 
i^so  permit  his  Barge  to  be  Measured  and  Gauged^ 
and  marked  with  the  number  of  Tons  burthen,  at 
the  expence  of  the  City,  whenever  required ;  under 
Penalty  of  4Qs.  to  be  recovered  in  a  summaxy  way 
by  infonnatioa  oi^  Oath  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  oo9 
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nnce  the  passing  the  last  Act,  in  the  course  of 
ivbicb,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  City  have  had 
ample  opportunity  for  purchasing  the  Old  Tolls, 
and  paying  off  any  incumbrance  caused  by  such 
purchase  ;  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  coniplaints 
should  exist,  of  defects  in  the  Navigation  of  that 
part  of  the  River  Thames,  so  peculiarly  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation  of  London. 

The  annual  receipt  of  these  Tolls,  calculated  at  an 
average  of  3^/.  per  Ton  on  800,000  Tons,  will 
amount  to  10,000/.  It  has  been  loosely  stated,  (see 
^ges  312,  31 6,)  that  the  City  expend  in  repairing 
tht.  avenues  to  the  River,  and  Public  Stairs,  and 
Docis,  and  cleansing  the  River,  6,950/.  To  what 
part  of  the  River  this  applies,  is  not  very  clear ;  but 
the  following  Extracts  from  a  printed  Memorial,  are 
deserving  f^»e  most  serious  attention  of  thcCorporation 
and  the  Public. — ^With  these  Extracts,  the  Author 
will  conclude  this  part  of  this  subject ;  he  has  been 
induced  to  enlarge  on  it  more  particularly,  as  it  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Country,  and  as  the  Acts  abridged  and  digested  in 
the  preceding  pages,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
general  Editions  of  the  Statutes  at  large,  being  of  a 
local  and  confined  nature :  the  insertion  of  all  the 
Acts  of  which  kind,  would  swell  our  Statute-book, 
perhaps,  to  nearly  twice  its  present  enormous  bulk. 

The  Memorial  alluded  to,  (and  which  comes 
from  a  body  of  persons  deeply  concerned  and  inte- 
rested in  the  Free  Navigation  of  the  River  Thames; 
5  through 
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po  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  Cotnplaioty  nor  any 
remedy  applied." 

To  show,  the  importance  of  the  Navigation  of  the 
Thames  it  is  observed,  that "  there  would  be  no  possi- 
biIity;of  difFusing  over  the  interior  parts  of  the  Coun«- 
try  the  immense  quantity  of  Goods  brought  to  the 
Port  of  I^ndon,  by  the  East  and  West-India,  Baltic, 
Portugal^  and  Mediterranean  fleets,  but  by  the  me- 
dium of  that  River,  which  is  now  connected  by  Qi* 
nals,  with  nearly  all  the  navigable  streams  in  the 
Kingdom.  Neither  could  the  produce  of  the  inte- 
rior and  distant  parts  of  the  Country,  the  Timber, 
Flour,  Malt,  Hops,  Bark,  and  numerous  other  arti- 
cles essential  to  the  Trade,  and  almost  to  the  exist- 
ence, of  the  Metropolis,  be  brought  in  quantities  suf- 
ficient to  answer  the  necessities  of  its  immense  popu- 
lation, but  by  the  same  medium,"  This  observatioa 
is  fully  justified  and  confirmed  by  a  clause  of  the 
Statute  35  Greo.  IIL  cap.  106.  already  quoted.* 

^'  The  Goods  carried  by  the  Thames  and  Severn, 
Oxford,  Kennet,  Basingstoke,  and  Gkxlalming  Canals 
or  Rivers,  cannot  be  less  than  300,000  Tons  per 
annum  ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  these  form 
little  more  than  a  third  part  of  the  Goods  that  pass 
up  and  down  the  Thames,  and  if  the  Navigation  of 
that  River  were  to  be  put  into  as  safe  a  state  as  it  is 
practicable  to  put  it,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Gkxxls  now  carried  by  Waggons  to 
the  more  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  would  be  sent 

*  See  page  487  of  this  Chapter* 
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be  lost ;  many  Traders  choosing  rather  to  send  their 
Goods  by  Land^  ^t  triple  or  quadruple  the  expence^ 
than  hazard  their  being  detained  on  their  passage. 

"Tolhese  important  nautical  considerations  is  to  be 
added>  the  loss  occasioned  to  the  Proprietors  of  the 
several  Canals^  many  of  whom  have  embarked  a  con- 
siderable port  of  their  fortunes  in  these  Undertakings^ 
and  depend  upon  their  success  for  their  future  sup- 
port ;  but  as  the  end  and  object  of  the  Proprietors 
svas  to  obtain  .a  free  and  safe  communication  by  Wa- 
ter wltUtiOndon^  if  thai  is  not  obtained,,  their  whole 
plan  becomes  abortive^  which  will  not  only  materially 
injure^  perhaps  >uin  many  individuals,  but  will  ope- 
rate in  preventing  others  from  engaging  in  similar 
undertakijngs,  and  thus  eventually  prove  ii^jurious  to 
the  Public:* 

It  has  been  already  stated,  (page  23,)  that  the 
Tonnage  below  London  Bridge,  of  Goods  Inrported 
from  Foreign.  Parts,  and  brought  Coastwise,  may  be 
estimated  at  l,779jOpO  Tons.  From  the  foregoing 
Document  it  appears,  that  the  Trade  of  the  Upper 
Thames  extends  to  about  800,000  Tops  yearly. — 
To  enable  the  Reader  to  form  a  conception,  of  the 
astonishing  extent  of  the  whole,  the  following  Gene- 
ral Estimate  has  been  formed  : — 

Tonnage  of  Goods  imported    i  «7 79,000 
Ditto  of  Goods  exporind  97 1 ,000 

2i750|000 

Toojttge  of  Goods /jiAinm/ oa  the  Upper 
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nance  of  the  Navy.**  The  provisions  of  this  Statute 
are  now  in  general  expired ;  or  by  the  change  in 
Manners^  and  the  many  subsequent  positive  Regula- 
ticms^  become  obsolete :  Some  Clauses^  however^  of 
this.  Statute  deserve  notice^  in  a  Treatise  of  this 
nature^  as  being  yjst  actually  in  force. 

By  §  27  of  this  Act  (5  El\z.  cap.  5.)  the  Statute 
18  Henry  VI.  cap.  IQ.  '^made  against  Soldiers  re- 
tained^ which  depart  from  their  Captains  without  li- 
oenoe**  is  extended  ^^  to  all 'and  every  Mariner  and 
Gunner  taking  prest  or  wages  to  serve  the  Queen's 
Ikfojesty^her  Heirs  or  Successors;**  such  Desertion  is 
by  these.  Acts  punished  as  a  Felony :  but  this  Offence 
18  now  most  usually  punished  under  the  Articles  of 
War. 

The  method  of  ordering  Seamen  in  the  Royal 
Fleets  and  keeping  up  discipline  there,  is  directed  by 
certain  express  Rules^  Articles,  and  Orders,  first 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  Parliament  soon  after  the 
Restoration,  but  since  new-modelled  and  altered.  In 
tihic  13th  year  of  King  Charles  II.  an  Act  passed  for 
the  regulating  the  Government  of  the  Fleet^  Statute 
)3  Charles  II.  Statute  I,  cap.  9.  which  was  repealed^, 
by  the  Statute  22  Geo.  II.  cap,  33.  explained  and 
amended  by  Statute  1 9  Geo.  III.  cap.  1 7 .  These  two 
latter  Statutes  contain  not  only  the  thirty-six  Articles 
of  War,  in  which  almost  every  possible  Offence  is  ex- 
plicitly set  down^and  the  punishment  thereof  annexed^ 
or  left  to  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial ;  but  also 
sundry  clauses  of  express: Rules  and  Orders^  for  as- 
sembling 


TKBATia  OW 


semUing  aad  holrfiag  Courts-MartiM,  fcr  th*  t 
the  Oftenccs  specified  iticrctn. 

The  mode  of  pnymcniof  ibc  Wj^fcs  fiT potty  C 
c«TS)  Seamen,  and  Marines^  is  Kicertainett  by  the 
Stanites  31  0«o.  U.  rap.  lOij  3  G«>.  llt'eof-.  \6.\. 
16  Geo.  Ill  trafK  63. ;  and  3a  G«h  lU.  capt.  M,  34^ 
and*  07- :  Anil  by  the  Statute  33  Geo.  IH.  cap.  M. 
petty  Officers,  Seamen,  nnd  Marines  are  enabled  to 
allot  port  of  their  pay  tar  the  maintenance  ol  their 
WiTca,  Children,  or  Mothers.  Thti  pavmcni  of 
Priac-Money,  and  ilie  conduci  of  IMee  Agcnu  {» 
now  regulated  by  soveral  Secihoiw  of  the  Prize-Act, 
3&Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  The  Rnles  and  Restriction* 
introduced  by  these  Acts  at«  roinatc  and  exicnuvc, 
and  may  be  found  stated,  with  jrrcat  accuracy  oo^  r 
precision,  in  Steblb's  Ship-Mastn'*  Atsisiiart,         ^H 
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The  Pi'eamble^  which  may  serve  to  shew  the  in* 
convenience  the  Mercantile  Interest  is  m  general 
subject  to^  states  ^^  That  the  Welfiire  and  Riches  of 
this  Kingdom  greatly  depend  on  the  Trade  and  Na- 
vigation thereof,  the  same  being  of  great  use  and  be- 
nefit, and  tending  very  much  to  enrich  the  Subjects 
thereof,  upon  which  great  numbers  of  Artificers  and 
Manufacturers*  Livelihoods  wholly  depend  ;  and  that 
fyr  several  years  then  last  past,  the  Navigation  carried 
on  by  the  Merchants  to  parts  beyond  the  Seas,  had 
been  under  very  great  difficulties  and  expences,  by 
the  uncertainty  they  laboured  under,  by  Seamen  and 
Mariners,  who  shipped  themselves  on  board  Mep- 
chant  Ships,  and  after»tbey  had  so  done  ne^ected 
their  duty  and  would  not  remain  on  board  the  Ships 
or  Vessels  to  discharge  their  duty ;  and  very  ofteii 
when  Ships  and  Vessels  came  to  be  cleared  out,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  their  respective  Voyages,  the  Sca- 
cien  refused  to  proceed  with  them,  without  coming 
to  new  Agreements  for  increasing  their  Wages,  and 
many  of  them  would  leave  their  Ships  and  Vessels^ 
and  not  proceed  on  their  Voyages,  which  put  the 
Owners  of  such  Ships  and  Vessels  to  great  trouble 
and  charges  to  get  other  Sailors  or  Mariners  intheir 
stead,  and  often  was  the  means  to  over^t  the 
Voyages  of  such  Ships  and  Vessels,  to  the'  great 
prejudice  of  the  Owners  and  Freighters  of  the  Goods 
on  board  the  said  Ships  and  Vessels  ;  and  yet  such 
Seamen  and  Mariners,  after  they  had  committed 
such  Ofieacea  and  IXsorders,  would  bring.  Actions 

2  against 


^  wMa|ia  aiiu  V  C85C1S  to  very  gn 
peaces^  to  get  others  in  their 
Ships  and  Vessels  home  ;  and 
men  and  Mariners  insisted 
Wages,  notwithstanding  their 
all  which  was*a  great  discouraj 
Navigation  :'* 

To  prevent  such  practices  fo 
lowing  Rules  and  Regulations  i 
Acts  above  quoted. 

£very  Seaman  shipping  himse 
chant  Vessel,  on  an  intended  Vo 
Sea  (or  in  the  Coasting  Trad< 
days  (and  in  the  Coasting  Trad 
sign  an  Agreement,  declaring 
Voyage :  And  the  Master,  &c. 
any  Seaman  to  Sea  (except  his  i 
such  Agreement,  shall  forfeit  5 
wich  Hospital ;  recoverahl^   *^-< 
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Trade  within  five  days,)  after  the  Vesscr»  being  en- 
tered at  the  Custom-house  (except  a  covenant  is  eo« 
tered  into  to  the  contrary,)  or  at  the  time  such  Sea- 
man shall  be  discharged,  which  shall  first  happen  ; 
(deducting  out  of  their  Wages  all  such  Penalties  as 
nay  be  due  fit)m  them,  for  breach  of  the  Laws;)  oa 
Penalty  of  paying  to  such  Seaman  so  unpaid  "Ms. 
above  his  Wages,  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  marf- 
ner  as  Wages. 

If  any  Seaman  shall  desert  or  refuse  to  proceed  on 
the  Voyage,  or  shall  desert  in  parts  beyond  the  Seas, 
after  having  signed  such  Contract,  he  shall  forfeit  all 
the  Wages  then  due  to  him  :  [This  is  extended  to 
the  West'India  Trader  by  37  Geo.  IIL  cap.  73.}      i 

If  after  having  signed  such  Contract,  any  Seaman 
shall  desert  or  absent  himself  (tarn  such  Ship,  and 
upon  being  apprehended  by  Warrant  of  a  Justice  of 
Peace,  be  still  shall  refuse  to  proceed  on  the  Voyage, 
be  shall  be  committed  by  one  Justice  to  the  House 
of  Correction,  not  exceeding  thirty  days  nor  less  than 
fourteen.  - 

If  any  Seaman  shall  absent  himself  from  the  Vessel 
to  which  he  belongs,  without  leave  of  the  Master^ 
&c.  he  shall  for  every  day's  absence  forfeit  two  days' 
pay ;  to  be  deducted  by  the  Master  at  the  time  of  his 
paying  the  Seaman's  Wages. 

If  any  Seaman  (not  entering .  into  the  Servieebf 
hb  Majesty)  shall  leave  the-  Vessel  to  whidi  Jit  be- 
Iwgs,  before  he  shall  have  aidischaigQ.  in.  'writsag 
fifwi  the  Master^  &«.  }ie  sb«U  fw^jk^cm^gMflltb-spBy. 

The 


■  of  Seamel^H 
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The  Statote  37  Oca.  111.  cip.  73-  above  i 
W33  passed  "  for  [jrcrenting  ibc  desL-nioii  c 
HI  the  tfetl-hkiia  Trade."  B_v  ihts  Aci,  Ship-Ma»rf  ■ 
tcrs  hiring  Seamen  who  have  dncrtcd  from  any 
other  Ship  incur  a  pcnnlty  of  lOO/.  They  arc  aUo 
prohibiicd  from  hiring  Seamen  in  the  West-Indies  Jrt 
more  tUan  double  Wnges  (unlets  by  Licence  of  the 
Governor  of  the  Place,  &c.)  under  a  l)kc  penalty  of 
lOO/.  Every  Ship  inuliiig  lo  the  West-Indies  m  to 
have  an  Appn-nticc  under  scrcntccn  vcarsof  ngc,  for 
cvCTy  lOO  Tuns  burthen  ;  sach  Apprentice  to  be  en- 
rolled nt  tbeCu!!tom-<bouse  of  the  IWt  irom  which  (ho 
Sbipclcarsoui,  on  penalty  of  lo/.  Within  ten  days 
after  his  urrivul  out  nnd  h^mt^  the  Ship-Mas4cr  is  lo 
deliver  to  the  Collector  of  the  Pari,  n  Vni  of  the  Crew-  ■ 
on  board,  at  the  time  of  clearing  out  from  ^^v^^^l 
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of  my  Merchant  Ship  shail  pay  to  ajDy  SeasMin  be^ 
yond  the  Seas,  any  Money  or  Effects  on  accounts  cf 
Wagesy  exceeding  one  fnoiety  of  the  .Wages  due  at 
the  time  of  such  payment^  tili  such  Ship  shall  return 
to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland/'  on  penalty  of  double  the. 
Money  paid  ;  to  be  recovered  in  the  Court  of  Ad* 
niralty^  at  the  suit  of  any  Informer.     , 

Offences  of  Mariners  againsP  the  safety  of  Ships  \  and- 

By  Statute  22  and  2a  Charlos  II,  cap.  11.  4|  f^g^ 
I2y)  If  any  Mariner  or  inferior  Officers  of  any. Mer«» 
chant-Ship,  shall  decline  or  refuse  to  defend  the  Shig^ 
or  utter  Words  to  discourage  others  from  doing  so, 
every  Mariner^  Sec.  so  behaving,  shall  lose,  all  his 
Wages^  and  all  such  Goods  as  be  may  have  io  th& 
Ship,  and  be  imprisoned  net  more  than  six  months* 
Every  Mariner  who  shall  lay  violent  handr  on  hi^ 
Commander,  to  hinder  him  from  fighting  it^jf^pjacer 
of  his  Ship  and  Goods,  shall  suffisr  Death  as  a^F^lon» 

The  burning,  destroying,  or  casting  away  of  any 
Ship  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Owners^  Freighters,,  or 
Underwriters^  is  made  a  capital  Fdony  by  tho  abovc^ 
Act,  and  by  the  Acts  1  Ann.  Statute  2.  cap.  g^  $ 
4  Geo.  L  cap.  12:  as  is  also  tb^  maliciously  burning! 
or  setting  fire  to  any  Ship^  ^6d,  or  other  Vessel^,  by 
any  Seaman,.  Keelman,  Castei^  Ship-Carpentor^  or 
other  person>;  by  33  Gea  IIL  o$p,  67  ;  and  the  da- 
maging or  d\Mi(^ng  BSky  yhs&A'hy  rach  Seaman, 

Keelman, 


01^  '   tUHTMB  0)r  ^^^^1 

Kvclmsn,  Sco.  is,  bjr  the  same  Act,  panlstuibfe  with 

Tninsport»uan  for  not  less  ttmn  seven  nor  more  than 
fourteen  years. 

By  tlie  same  Act  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  67,  If  any  tliree 
or  more  Seamen,  Kcclmcn,  Carters,  Sbip-Carpicntcrs, 
or  others,  riotously  assembled,  shall  unlawfully  ob- 
struiu  the  lading  or  unlading,  or  tht^  sailing  ofany 
Ship,  Keel,  or  Vessel,  or  forcibly  board  any  Ship  for 
that  purpose,  the  Offeitders  shall,  on  conviction  at 
the  Quarter  Sessions,  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  cix 
months  nor  more  than  twelve.  The  same  punish- 
ment is  inflicted  on  Seamen,  Kcclmen,  &c.  unlavr- 
fiiliy  obstruning  iheir  Fellows  from  working,  or  as- 
saulting or  committing  any  violence  on  them,  to  pne- 
Tcnt  or  deter  them  from  working.  A  second  OfTcnce 
in  cither  cnsc  subjects  the  Party  10  Transportation  for 
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dayB,  or  on  other  occasions  relating  to  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice ;  either  by  fine,  not;  exceeding  20s.  or  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  week,;  or,  for  non-paypaient 
of  the  fine,  to  send  the  party , to  the  House  of  Cbrrec- 
tion  for  two  months.  And  (where  greater  azaoiple 
or  punishment  is  needful,}  the  said  Officers  and 
Commissioners  may  bind  Offenders  to  their  good 
behaviour,  and  to  answer  at  the  next  Quarter  Ses- 
ifions,  with  or  without  Sureties  ;  or  iu  default  of  Su* 
relies,  if  required,  may  commit  them  to  Gaol  till  the 
next  Assizes  or  Quarter  Sessions. 

By  §  46  of  the  Prize  Act,  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66. 
any  Seaman  or  Mariner  [or  Officer  or  other  person] 
who  shall  break  bulk  on  board,  pr  embezzle  any 
Mon^,  Jewels,  Goods,  Merchandise,  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, or  Furniture,  heJongitig  to  any  Prize,  shall  for^^ 
/eit  his  whole  share  to  Greenwich  Hospital^  and  tre* 
ble  the  value  of  the  property  embezzled  ;  with  Costs^ 
recoverable  by  Action  in  some  Court  of  Record ; 
two*thirds  of  the  Penalty  being  given  to  the  In- 
former, and  one-third  to  Greenwich  Hospital* 

Privileges    of  Marmers ;  in  Exemptions  from  being 

Imfressedy  &c. 

By  §  41  of  the  Statute  5  Eliz.  cap.  5.  already  al- 
luded to.  Mariners  and  Fishermen  shall  not  be  com* 
pelled  to  serve  as  Soldiers  on  Land  or  on  Sea  other- 
wise than  as  Mariners,  except  under  some  Caplun  of  a 
Ship,  to  do  some  special  exploit^  which  Mariners  have 

been 


Jurisdictioii,  to  the  hitent  th; 
chusc  out,  and  return  such  ni 
be  contained  in  tlie  Commit 
Navy. 

The  right  of  Impressing  Seam 
ductivo  of  dangerous  disputes  s 
it  becomes  highly  necessary  to  I 
ted  ftooi  being  thus  suddenly  ca 
t)f  their  Country. 
*    The  Statute  2  and  3  Ann.  ca 
poor  Boys,whosc  Parents  arc  cha 
may,  by  Church-Wardens  and  C 
with  consent  of  two  Justices  of ' 
out  Apjirentices  to  the  Sea-sen 
twenty-one  years,  they  being  t 
the  time  of  their  placing  out 
shall  be  protected  from  being  iir 
three  years ;  (if  they  are  not  i 
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TenSy '  and  one  more  for  every  hundred  Tons  abow 
At  first  hundred^  under  the  Penahyof  lO/.;  reopver«- 
able  before  two  Justices^  by  Distress  and  Sale.  / 
'  By  §  20  of  the  same  Statute  2  and  3  Ann.  capl  6. 
If  any  Captain^  Lieutenant,  or  other  Officer,  ahaU 
presume  to  impress  any  of  the  men  allowed  to  be 
employed  in  any  Ship  in  the  Coal  Trade  (viz.  The 
Master,  Master^s  Mate,  Carpenter,  and  one  able 
Seaman,  for  every  hundred  Tons,  not  exceeding 
diree  hundred)  he  shall  forfeit,  for  every  ipan  so 
taken,  lO/.  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Record. 
It  has  lately  been  determined  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  that  a  former  Act  on  this  subject  (6  and  7 
William  III.  cap.  18.)  is  no  longer  in  force. 

By  the  Statute  13  Geo.  II.  cap.  17-  *^  for  the  in- 
crease of  Mariners  and  Seamen  to  navigate  Mer- 
chant Ships  and  other  Trading  Vessels"  after  recit- 
ing, that  it  is  necessary  to  give  all  fitting  encou- 
ragement to  persons  to  apply  themselves  to  the  Sea- 
service,  and  the  Practice  of  Navigation,  and  also  to 
Foreign  .Mariners  and  Seamen  to  engage  in  the 
British  Service,  "  It  is  enacted,  that  the  following 
persons  shall  be  exempted  from  behig  impressed^  v\%. 

"  Every  person  beingof  the  age  of  fifty-five  and  up- 
wards ;  and  every  person  not  being  eighteen  yfears  of 
age ;  and  every  Foreigner  being  a  Mariner,  Seaman^ 
or  Landsman,  who  shall  serve  in  any  Merchant  Sbi^ 
"belonging  to  a  Subject  of  Great  Britain." 

And  ^  for  the  enrouragemcnt  of  able-lmHed 
LatidsmeQ^  to  betake  tbemaatvts  to  the  Sea-tervice** 

every 


fiia  nsATtsB  oir  ^p^^^l 

every  person  of  what  age  floetcr  he  be,  ttS»  tkilJ  uts 
tie  Sfa,  shall  be  frccd^  8tc.  fpr  Two  years,  to  be  Com- 
puted rrotn  the  time  of  fats  gdng  to  Seii,  lice. 

So'likcwisc  dvery  pcnon,  who,  not  having  before 
used  tJie  Sea,  shall  I'utJ  himiel/ jffpt  enike  lo  serve  U 
Sea,  shall  be  exempted  from  ilie  Impress  for  ;/jr« 
years  frum  the  lime  of  binding  himself;  and  the  Ad- 
miralty arc  directed  to  grant  prutecli^itM  BCcordingl^ 
iu  all  cases,  wiihout  Pee  or  Hcmard. 

Ilarpooiit-rji,  Linc-ManngcRf,  siid  Bocit-Steercrs 
ill  the  Southern  Whale-Kishcrv,  arc  exempted  from 
being  impressed  by  the  Statute  26  Geo.  III.  rap.  60. 
§  35.  And  by  32  Geo.  HI.  ctp.  22.  ^  5.  they  are 
allowed,  when  not  employed  in  the  Fishery,  to  sail  in 
the  Coal  Trade,  on  giving  Security  to  tbo  Cmtq^jflfl 
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being  impressed  into  the  King's  Sen-ice,  viz.  1st. 
Masters  of  Fishing  Vessels,  who,  either  themselves 
or  their  Owners,  have,  or  within  six  months  before 
applying  for  a  Protection,  shall  have  had  one  or  more 
Apprentices,  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  bound  for 
five  years,  and  employed  in  the  business  of  Fishing, 
adly.  All  such  Apprentices,  not  exceeding  four, 
to  every  Master  or  Owner  of  a  Fishing- Vessel  of 
30  Tons  burthen,  or  upwards ;  and  two  to  every 
Vessel  under  30  Tons,  during  the  time  of  their  Ap- 
prenticeship, and  till  the  age  of  Twenty  Years,  they 
continuing  for  the  time  in  the  business  of  Fishing 
only.  3dly.  One  Mariner,  besides  the  Master  and 
Apprentices,  to  every  Fishing  Vessel  of  10  Tons 
burthen,  or  upwards,  employed  on  the  Sea-Coast, 
during  his  continuance  in  such  scr\'icc.  4thly.  Any 
Landman  entering,  and  employed  on  board  such 
Vessel,  for  two  years  from  his  first  going  to  Sea,  and 
to  the  end  of  the  Voyage  then  engaged  in,  if  he  so 
long  continue  in  such  service. — 20/.  Pendlty  recover- 
able before  one  Justice,  and  leviable  by  Distress  and 
Sale,  is  imposed  on  Officers,  &c.  impressing  persons 
protected  under  this  Act  or  taking  away  their  Pro- 
tection from  them. 

The  Legislature  has  here  also  taken  care  to  inflict 
punishments  on  such  as  wilfully  abscond  or  conceal 
themselves: — on  these  occasions,  private  Gratification 
must  give  way  to  the  Public  Service. 

By  a  Statute  of  the  '2d  and  3d  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
cap.  ]().  §  8.  Persons  using  the  occupation  of  row- 
ing betwixt  Gravesend  and  Windsor,  withdrawinp; 

L  L  thcms^\\c^ 


Company  iu  order  to  be  sc 
he  shall,  on  conviction  bcfo 
Aldcnncu,  or  before  two  Ju 
the  Company,  suftbr  one  mc 
Jbe  disabled  to  work  on  the  1 

By  Statute  Q  Ann.  c^p.  2i 
suumioncd  by  the  Court  of 
man's  Company^  in  order  tc 
in  the  Navy,  who  shall  ref 
shall  be  sent  on  board  the  Fh 
fishing  on  the  Thames  for  tv 

AH  disorderly  Men,  Scrvt 
well  Men  as  Boys,  who  are 
sturdy  Beggars  (not  being  F 
and  sent  into  the  Navy. — 2 

Having  thus  stated  the  rei 
JfaUnnefi,  and  Fhhemicny  ; 
Country  requires  their  Servic 


By  Statute  7  fend  8  William  IIL  cap.  21,  This 
nbble  Charity,  the  Pride  of  Englishmen,  and  the  Re- 
fuge of  English  Sailors,  wa^  founded  and  endowed.— <» 
Th6  firit  paragraphs  of  the  Preamble  to  this  Act,  are 
ioojustan  euldgiiim  on  this  admik-able  Bddy  of  Men 
ttf  be  Oflolitted  in  the  present  Treatise. 

'*  Forikmuch  (says  the  Act)  as  the  strength  arid 
kafety  of  this  and  other  bis  Majesty's  Realms  and  Do- 
minidois;  do  very  much  depend  upon  the  furhishin|f 
fchd  su{iplyirig  his  Majesty'is  Royal  Navy,  v^iih  a  corn- 
petent  nunhber  of  Marine^  and  Seamen,  which  may 
be  in  a  readinesii  at  all  times  for  that  service  ; 

'^  And  whereas  the  Stamen  of  this  Kingdom  have 
for  a  long  time  distingiiished  themselves  throughout 
the  world  by  their  industry  and  skilfulness  in  their 
Employnients,  and  by  their  courage  and  constancy 
manifested  in  Engagements  for  the  defence  and  ho- 
nour of  their  native  Country ;  And  for  an  ehcooragc* 
ln6nt  fbr  them  to  cdritrnhe  this  their  ancient  repiita- 
tibn,  arid  to  irivite  greater  hjEimber^  of  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  to  betake  themltelves  to  the  Sea,  it  is  fit  and 
reiasonable  that  sotne  coiApetent  Provision  should  be 
made,  that  Searafert,  who  by  Age,  Wounds,  or  other 
Accidents^  shall  becomie  diisabled  for  future  service  at 
Sea,  and  shall  not  be  in  a  condition  fo  maintain 
themselves  comfortabfy>  may  not  fall  under  Hard- 

h  h  "l  ships 
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gating  his  own  Ship,  whether  employed  on  the  high 
Sea  or  Coasts  of  the  same  (except  Apprentices  under 
dghteen,  persons  employed  on  the  Coasts  in  taking 
Fish  brought  fresh  on  Shore,  and  persons  employed 
in  Vessels  trading  on  Rivers  only)  shall  pay  the  sum 
of  Sixpence  fer  Monih  ;  which  the  Master,  Owner, 
&c.  of  every  Ship  is  to  detain  out  of  the  Wages,  &c. 
payable  to  the  Seamen,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
proper  Officers,  appointed  by  the  Admiralty. 

Masters,  Commanders,  or  Owners,  of  Merchant 
Vessels,  ;(or  Transports  employed  by  Government, 
2  Geo.  IL  cap.  7>  §  ^0  refusing  to  appear  when  sum- 
moned before  the  Collectors  and  Receivers  of  the 
said  duty,  and  answer  upon  Oath  as  to  the  number 
and  times  of  service  of  the  Seamen,  &c.  employed  in 
their  Vessels,  shaU  forfeit  20/. — On  the  Commancfcrs 
or  Owners  of  Privateers  so  refusing  to  appear,  the 
Penalty  is  50/.  all  recoverable  by  Action  in  any  Court 
of  Record. 

.  If  the  Master  of  any  Ship  shall  attempt  to  go  to 
Sea  before  the  Duty  for  the  preceding  Voyage  is 
paid  : — The  Receivers  of  the  Duty  may  stop  the 
Ship. — 10  Ann.  cap.  17.  §  4. 

The  Master  or  Commander  of  a  Privateer,  sailing 
from  any  Port  shall  give  to  the  Collector  of  the  Cus- 
toms, a  List  of  his  men  ;  and  on  return  shall  give  a 
copy  of  the  List,  with  an  Account  of  what  is  be- 
come of  those  Men  wanting,  under  a  Penalty 
of  50/. 

In 


'^9  tubatiib  ov 

Id  addition  to  Uic«dvanUgcs  dunved  b)t  9ciifTK% 
in  tbe  Navy,  through  tbc  ipcdiuinof  Grceni)»icb  Hos- 
pital, there  is  another  FouDdation,  Ucnoininaied  tb* 
Chest  at  CkitJium,  eaubli&hed  by  Qmcco  KlizisUcili 
and  iter  Council,  but  not  hitherto  rcguUtcd  by  any, 
Act  of  Parliament:  This  u  ^ppcirtrd  by  tbc  Sua^ 
Manev,  i.  c.  Wiiges  fort'ciiod  by  Sua^ucn  having  d4>- 
scrtcd,  and  by  certain  otbor  For rdtunrs  of  uncUiwu^ 
Wagcf,  &c.  liic  amount  of  all  which  ■«  applied  to^ 
the  rcli<-r  of  Seamen  in  mingr  cased  of  diitms. 

Besides  these  lmiJtu|ioDS  so  honounible  to  the 
Nutiori,  witti  respect  to  Murincrs  serving  in  iba 
Navy,  others  have  also  been  eatabliithcd.  fbrJS'atiijcalf 
People  in  i)ic  Mcrcbaiiiit'  Sen-ice.  Among  these 
(as  the  objirct  relates  particularly  to  the  River 
Thames) 'may  here  b«  mentioned — 


e^llttfd  te^  ^be^banefiis  lherciof>  so  that  the  Seamen  in 
tb^. .  Mere^anta'  Service^  maimed  and  disabled  in 
%hi»  b^4  seldom  or  ncvei;  heqn  admitted  into  the 
s$jiA  Ho^pitftl^  tbougb  entitled  thereto^  and  proper 
ok^ects  of  ChsM^ity :  Ami  thai:  theiie  was  no  Provisic»i 
at  «U  made  by  either  of  the  aaid  Actafedr  such  Seamen 
ia  diA.  Metcbaots*  Serviee,  or  for  tbe  Widows  or 
Ghildrai  of  aaoh  as  sbwid  be  killed^  slain,  or 
drawined  in  the  said  Service :  That  the  Seamen,  in 
the  laid  Sendee  were  willing  to  aJHow  sixpence  per 
moatb  oHt  of  ihetr  Wages.to  be  applied  tatbose  pur* 
poaes/:  That  the  Seamea  in  tbe  iVfcrchants*  Service 
back  nooifestedr  their  Courage  and  Resolution,  and 
deserved  all  due  encouragement :  And  finally,  that 
the  establishing  the  said  Charity,  would  tend  to  the 
honour  ^ndgood  of  the  f^iblic  f ' 

B3;  the  said)  Act  therefore  certain  persons  therein 
named,  and  their  Successors,  are  incorporated  by  the 
name  ot  tbe  President  and  Gcveffwrs  for  the  Ilelkf 
and' Support  of  the  sick,  maimed ,  ajul  disabled  ^ameri^ 
and  of  the  IVidows  and  Children  of  such  as  shall  be 
killedj^  slainj  or  drowned,  in  the  Merchants''  Service  ; 
and  enabled  to.  purchase  Lands  fc/r  building  an 
Hospital.* 

Provisions  are  made  for  the  reception  of  Seamen 
disabled  in  the  Merchants'  Service,  and  in  certain 
cases  for  their  Widows  and  Children  :    And  it  is 

•  The  Office  of  this  Corporation  ii  over  the  Royal  Exchange. 

enacted, 


tbcir  Wages  ;  to  be  deducU 
Master  or  Owner,  and  paid  h 
pointed  by  the  Governors,  foi 
or  other  Port  to  which  the  S 
same  powers  are  given  to  the 
tics  inflicted  (recoverable  in  ai 
England)  on  Masters  or  Ownc 
Duty  payable  to  Greenwich 
chants- Venturers  of  Bristol,  ai 
of  IIull  arc  made  Trustees  for 
their  respective  Ports. 

While  the  Legislature  has  I 
for  this  useful  Class  of  Men  wh 
Families  when  thev  have  fallen 
Country  : — It  is  to  be  lamented 
has  been  done  to  shelter  then 
Impositions,  in  their  intcrcoui 
more  is  nccesfcary,  as  will  be  ^e* 
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Suggestions  for  the  Relief  of  Mariners y  against  Impost^ 

*       tionhy  Crimps,  &c. 

.  It  has  been,  already  stated^. that  the  payment  of. 
Wages  and  Prize-money  in  the  Royal  Navy  is  regu- 
lated by  several  Statutes  passed  for  the  purpose. .  It 
i^  to  be  feared,  however,  that  the  very  useful  Re- 
straints imposed  by  these  Statutes  are  in  too  many 
instances  eluded,  and  are  in  others  ineffectual ;  and 
as  they  do  not  extend  to  the  case  of  Merchant-Ships 
and  Letters  of  Marque,  many  Abuses  exis^c  in  that 
Department  which  call  for  Legislative  Interference. 
Notwithstanding  also  the  Laws  which  have  passed 
with  respect  to  the  hiring  of  Mariners  in  the  Mer- 
chants* Service,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  Men,  par- 
ticularly in  time  of  War,  is  the  cause  of  much  impo- 
sition and  inconvenience.  These  Evils  and  their 
Remedies  arc  the  subject  of  the  following 

PROPOSITION 

For  regulating  ami  coniroUmg  Crimps ,  and  Dealers  in 
Seamen  s  Wages  and  Prize-money. 

There  arc  two  classes  of  Men,  who  are  at  present 
great  Nuisances  in  the  Maritime  Affairs  of  the  River 
Thames.  Those  in  the  first  Class,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  individuals,  arc  denominated 

Crimps. 
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Crimps. 


Thi-'fc  nun  prnfcss  to  procure Saamcn  foroutwarrl- 
L'ouiiil  SiWi\}>.  They  frequently  lend  small  sums  to 
thoujilnlc-s  M.iriiiiTS,  or  alknv  them  to  run  scores  at 
the  Aleli.'ii-its  which  some  of  them  keep,  or  get 
ihciii  iiHti  their  debt  for  Board  and  Lodging. 

When  Sciincii  arc  wanted,  application  rs  made  to 
these  Criiii])'.  Ill  many  instances  where  Ships  have 
lot  ::ifii,  iiiiil  arc  ii[)on  the  point  of  sailing,  ihey  take 
the  SMvaiitajrc  of  the  Captains,  who  are  often  stran- 
gers %  iiisipiiiig  on  an  extravagant  sum  of  money 
licin^  (le[KK-itL(l.  No  other  means  exist  whereby 
Seamen  ti-ii  le  procured. — The  time  presses. — The 
Ship  i±>  on  tl:e  point  of  sailing,  and  ihc  Ship-Masters 
have  no  othar  .".hernatlve  but  to  comp! 


the  Crionps,  being  by  ao  Actioo  at  Law,  the  process 
of  which  is  dilatory  and  tedious,  and  where  an  ex- 
pence  must  be  incurred  in  the  first  instance,  to  an 
amount  frequently  equal  to,  or  more  than,  the  sum 
advanced  ;  Straqger$  declioe  this  mod^  of  seek- 
ing Ju^sticc.   The  Cdmps  ^re  war^i  of  t^i^,  ^n.^  con- 

xmc  their  Impc^itip^w  ar\d  Fra^d^  with  ii»P^nity. 
With  a  very  few.  exceptions  the  chief  part  consists  of 
men  of  very  loose  aud  abandoned  gbaracters,  and  some 
who  pretend  to  follow  this  professbn  have  actually 
been  discovered  to  be  Thieves  upon  the  Town,  and 
p.Q>Spus  VfJ^o  ba^Y^  1?.QW  imprj^pjUjed  oix  Charges  of 
E^ppy^  an^4  p.ui>ji^ed  fpr  va^ipu^.  OffQ^c??. 

Tf he  Eyii  i^  9f  gr^m  raogi^itude  ;  si^cft  iAdq^Sl?- 
dent  o.^  t,h.(;  money,  o£  wbipb  Shipr^astcrs,  a/e  fre- 
quently dfjfraudcd,  Commerce  and  ^{ayig^tLon  i§^  pb- 
structcA  ia  a  vcrji;  considcraJpljC  degree,  by  the  ipaghi- 
nations,  pf  such  M^rean.ts. 

To  remedy  these  Eyils,  the  following  Suggestions 
are  offered : 

1st.  That  aM  persons  acting  in  any  instance  'whatever  m 
Crimps,  or  who  undertake  tp  prpcure.  SpaQicn  fqr. 
Ships  in  the  Merchants*  Service^  shall  be  annually  li- 
censed by  the  Magistrates^  and  sliall  ei)t;pr  into  rqcogr 
nizance  with  two  Sureties  ibr  their  good  behaviour  ; 
with  power  to  Magistrates,  as  in  the  case  of  Alehouses, 
to  refuse  Licences  to  men  of  loose  conduct,  or  of  known 
bad  Character. 

zi.  That  in  all  cases  where  Crimps  refuse  to  return  the 
Money  advanced  to  procure  Seamen,  whether  the  same 
relates  to  ihc  Premium  or  the  Wages  allotted  to  such 
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S- jmcn,wl:(Tc:  ihcy  desert  before  I'ieAnicIecueiigRal, 
it  i\-^':\  I'.-  Itwlul  for  ary  Justice  having  le^  Juris- 
i;;c;k';i,  v.:  i;,c  Compbini  of  tlie  I'aity  aggrieved,  to 
\<!.vx  a  W'jri^i-.t  to  bring  such  Cri.Tips  bt:for.:  them  i  and 
ii  ;',uyKii.>i-  ■..>  riti-rn  the  Money,  on  due  proof  being 
I  K'li.l  11 :'  ^jN>r.iaion  of  ilie  Magistrate,  that  the 
;\-.i;i  !...■..  :;  -.-■•r.dckl  c!ande*lineiy,  it  sjul!  be  lawful  to 
.\M\\'..  •  -:..-,.  Cnmp  in  a  penahy  equal  to  the  $um  ad- 
\.iria-'t,atKl  inc><n'>mii  ihe  (Jifciulcr  to  prison  ur.til  paid. 
— .'•[Ki  !:•(  ».iid  |>tnal'y  Mutl  be  paid  over  immediately 
ijt'.L'  ''.:i:\  ..^iie\ed, audbe  coiiFJd^rcUas  a  full  com- 
, . .  -x.  ..  1  .  J!  claims  on  t'l'.::  .-"aid  Ciimp. 

Ti.i'  !-■■■,.  ;,,;_'■  Sv^icm,  instead  of  throwing  any 
u!-:::v;i'  i.i  i!;.'  v.;;v  of  [jrociii  in;;  Seamen,  would  tend 
<;ri;ii]v  ^■  !"">!!;  'tc  it.  By  nnrrowing  the  competition 
a  sc'm  i';i"  I'f  men  would  be  introduced  into  this 

branch  of  IMaritiine  Police,  who  would  find  it  their 
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This  Regulation  would  protect  ignorant  thought- 
less Mariners  from  the  gross  impositions  practised 
upon  them  by  not  a  few  of  the  present  criminal  herd 
of  Crimps  and  pretended  Crimps^  who  at  present  afflict 
the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames. 

* 

The  Second  Class  of  persons  who  are  found  in  ge^ 
ncral' to  be  great  Public  Nuisances,  are  those  who 
pretend  to  be 

Dealers  in  Seameris  Wages ^  and  Purchasers  of  Prize- 

Mo7iey* 

The  known  improvidence  of  the  general  run  of 
Seamen  seems  to  require  an  additional  degree  of 
protection  against  that  Fraud  and  Pillage,  and  those 
gross  Abuses,  to  which  their  total  ignorance  of  the 
means  of  protecting  themselves,  their  peculiar  situa- 
tion, their  habits  in  life,  and  their  thoughtless  dispo- 
sition peculiarly  oppose  them. 

Unguarded  and  unprotected  as  these  careless 
though  useful  members  of  the  State,  are  at  present, 
it  is  scarcely  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  they  should  at- 
tract the  notice,  and  arrest  the  attention  of  these 
Harpies,  who  prey  upon  the  Public  in  a  great  Me- 
tropolis, and  who  are  ever  to  be  found  in  allthe  prin- 
cipal Commercial  Towns,  ready  to  advance  Money  on 

*  Those  who  follow  the  profession  of  Crimps  are>  almost  without 
exception,  Dealers  in  Seamen's  Wages,  and  Purchasers  of  Prize- 
Money. 

Assignments 


As  the  individuals  who  proi 
Wages,  and  to  purchase  Priz 
time,  arc  with  some  few  cxcc| 
Class  of  Men  :  It  seems  highl 
also  should  be  placed  undei 
whereby  they  may  be  confincc 
ihctt  proft?^b>i,  and  rfcstitrined 
of  Fraud  add  0|jpf^s^)dn — F 
htf mbl)r  |)rdposcd : 

ist.  That  M  persofii  Who  are  in  an} 

rcctly  concerned  in  the  piircha 
Prize-money,  or  who  shall, 
benefit  and  advantage,  advano 
Mariners,  on  retcivlhg  a  Pdvi 
itid  PbWcf,  or  other  Aiithoi 
eiAer  Wsfgte  or  Priii-rn'oncji 
sbd  by  Magistrates,  and  enter 
two  Sureties  for  their  good  behi 


h  l-b(uhtted ;  nor  ^11  tny  ^di  tyUM  pd±hiib  thfe 
Wages  due  to  any  Seaman,  at  a  gitatdr  disconnt  dtan 
to  per  cent.  oJ:  tharge  any  advance  on  the  Cloathis  or 
Necessaries  ftirnisheds  under  a  Penalty  of  double  the 
aniount  of  what  has  been  received,  contrary  to  Law> 
recoverable  before  any  one  Magistrate :  With  powers  to 
such  Justid!,on  thfe  Cohiplaint  of  the  Party  aggrieved,  io 
\s^u6  his  Warrant,  tb  bring  the  Qfifendef  before  him, 
and  tb  eofWict  him  ondiie  piiiof; 

il.  Tliatt  no  perkm  ddalihg  id  PH^.nibn6y  dti^  to  Sbanten,  iA 
Undertaking,  by  viftiie  of  Powtriof  AttbtMy^  t6  receivfe 
such  Prixe-moheyi  (bther  than  tegular  Agents  ap- 
pointed by  the  Ca(5taii»,  QflSeei^  and  Ship'i  Company  ) 
shall  be  legally  entitled  to  receive  either  the  Wa|jes  or 
Prize-money  of  Seamen,  until  the  Will  and  Power 
graifted  shall  be  first  registered  in  the  Merchants*  Sea- 
iiien's  Office,  with  the  Name,  Country,  and  place  oF 
Nativity,  and  last  Abdde  of  the  Seahicirt,  and  Security 
^tt'n,  to  render  a  jo^t  and  fair  account  of  the  Balance 
due#  after  allowing  the  legfl  Commission  for  trouble ; 
wlrich  balance  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sea^ 
man  to  whom  it  belongs,  and  shall  form  a  Fund  under 
the  management  of  the  Institution  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  Family,  or  his  support  in  Old  Age,  iit  such  way 
and  manner  as  the  Managdrs  shall  judge  proper,  ac- 
cording to  xht  tircutnstance^  of  the  case ;  and  rn  ca^es 
where  after  a  certain  time  and  diit  tnqfsiry,  Ao  lt§A 
Claimants  appear,  the  Money  thus  obtained  dfkH  be  ajf- 
propriated  to  the  Relief  of  Seamen  in  geneiaU 


These  Regulations  will  operate  powerflrfly  in  pre- 
senting the  enormous  Frauds  and  Abuses  which  are 
:ommitted,  and  by  which  the  worst  and  the  most 

6  criminal 


They  charge  them  an  c>i 
thcxi)  with  their  Chests  an< 
fur  conccahiiciit :  By  cntci 
ing  Lodging,  Licjuor,  and 
btanccs  bringing  Women  t 
suddenly  in  dcl>t.     They  an 
locked  u{)  and  in  distress,  ( 
ami Pozi'crio  theCrimps  tore 
Moncy,and  every  thing  belon 
should  die.     The  Crimps  ncx 
other  Ship,  for  wiiich  the  Ca 
Guineas  Crimpagc,  and  a  cei 
paid  by  the  men.     When  the 
new  Voyage,  the  Crimp  reeei' 
Money,  &c.  and  makes  whii 
he  pleases.     Instances  have  be 
man  has  brought  home  froi 
fortnight  after  he  h^a   i— - 
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It  is  also  the  practice  of  these  Miscreants^  besides' 
charging  ij.  6d^  in  the  pound  for  the  Money  ad*, 
vanced^  to  furnish  Cloaths  and  other  Necessaries^ 
charging,  (as  has  been  stated  to  the  Author)  in  many' 
instances^  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  .on  the  actual 
Cost,  by  which  the  Seamen  are  suddenly  brought  in 
debt ;  and  the  more  so  as  men  coming  from  long 
Voyages  are  generally  in  want  of  every  necessary^  and 
in  this  ipanner,  their  hard  earnings^  notwithstanding^ 
their  high  Wages,  are  speedily  squandered^  to  the 
great  injury  of  themselves  and  families. 

This  Division  of  the  Subject  ought  not  to  be 
closed  without  noticing  that  valuable  Institution, 
The  Mabine  Society  ;  which  was  incorporated 
by  the  Statute  12  Geo.  III.  cap.  67. :  In  the  Pre- 
amble to  that  Act  it  is  stated,  that  the  Society,  from 
the  time  of  its  Institution  in  June  1756,  to  the  time 
of  the  passing  the  Act  (in  1772)  had  clothed  and 
fitted  out  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-one 
Landmen  to  serve  in  the  Navy,  and  also,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  six  Boys,  as  Apprentices  to  Offi- 
cers in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  Merchants*  Service : 
That  the  incorporating  the  Society,  and  enabling 

m 

them  to  carry  into  execution  their  charitable  Designs^ 
{viz. — '^  the  fitting  out  and  apprenticing  or  placing 
out  poor  distressed  Boys"  in  the  Navy  or  Merchant 
Service)  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Country, 
'^  as  being  a  means  of  supplying  the  Navy  in  time  of 
War,  with  Seamen  properly  bred'  up  and  qualified ; 
and  contributing  to>  the  Commercial  Interests  of  the 

M  M  Nation 


-  ^m  ^•s«^a««ka% 


of  the  Bi.vs*  Barents  when  I 
ticcft  are  exempted  from  bcinj 
eighteen  years  old.  The  So 
its  Business  managed  by  «i  Pr 
dents,  and  a  Committee  of  ( 
Huallv  at  a  (ieneral  Court, 
lour  in  a  year  :  Their  ()lTic< 
change.  This  Society  roiitin 
ihe  lauddblc  Polyposes  tor  whi 
section  of  the  Legislature. 

Of  OJfa:ccs  :j:  Kizvr^ahlc  Ilk\ 

Any  person  whoshnll,  cithc; 
fuily  or  uialiciously  pull  down 
any  I^oek,  Shiice,  Fl(»d-gatej 
any  Navicfsblc  Kivcr,  erected 
Authority  of  Parliament,  or  wt 


RlVER  fOLlCi.  531 

or  pldck  up  dny  Ffood-gaW,  fixed  or  thad6  in  any 
Wcat  Of  Lock,  eitsctcd  or  made  by  authority  of  tar- 
liament^  Upon  atiy  Navigable  River,  shall  oh  con- 
viction before  t\v6  Justices  be  committed  to  tfie 
Hodse  of  Correction  for  one  mbnth.^'-^  fceo.  tt, 
cap.  20.  §  2. 

Any  person  who  shall  steal  any  Gkxids,  Wares,  or 
Merchandise,  of  the  value  of  Ads.  in  any  Ship,  Bargc^ 
Lighter,  Boat,  of  other  Vessel  or  Craft,  upon  any 
Navigable  River^  fort  of  Entry  or  Discharge,  or  in 
any  Creek  belonging  thereto,  within  Great  Britain  j 
or  shall  feloniously  steal  any  Goods,  Wares^  or  Mer- 
chandise, of  the  vaf  ue  of  40s.  on  any  Wharf  or  Quay 
adjacent  to  any  Navigable  River,  &c.  or  shall  be  pre- 
sent, aiding  and  assisting,  in  the  commission  of  siich, 
Offences,  shall  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
Clergy,  and  shall  suffer  Death.— 24  Geo.  11,  cap.  45. 

The  Laws  at  present  existing,  with  respect  to  the 
embezzling  of  Public  Stores  in  Dock-yards,  &c.  atid 
their  irtsufficiency  to  the  object  of  prevention,  have 
been  already  stated,  and  made  t?ie  subject  of  discus- 
sion, by  the  Author  of  this  Work,  in  Chapter  IX, 
of  the  Treatise  on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 
It  is,  therefore,  at  present  only  necessary  to  refer  the 
Reader  to  that  Volume.  S^e  particiifarly  page 
261 — 263  • 

In  the  year  17P5^  an  Act  was  passed  (35  G^o,  IJI. 
cap.  58.)  foe  the  registering  of  alT  Boats,  Barges^ 
and  other  Vessels,  exceeding  13  Tons  burthen:  (and 
rtot  belonging  to  the  Royat    Family,   nor   being 

M  M  2  Plcaswrcr 


reeled  to  be  forfeited ;  and  t 
verablc^  as  in  cases  of  Oifcni 
Laws ;   and  surveying  OfTicer 
miralty  to  seize  unregistered 
warded  by  a  sluu'e  of  the  produ 

Under  tlii^i  Act,  all  Boats,  ] 
registered  with  the  Clerks  o: 
Burthen,  Owner's  Name,  and 
were  to  be  painted  on  the  ou 
Penalty  from  20A  to  5/. 

The  continuance  of  the  Act  y 
April  5,  1 798,  and  to  the  end  c 
sion  of  Parliament.  This  La\^ 
have  been  continued,  nor  to  b< 
tioift  for  registering  Vessels  wa 
cap.  1 12  of  the  same  Session. 

jf  General  View  of  the  Nature 
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whereby  the  constant  increase  of  English  Shipping 
and  Seamen  was  not  only  encouraged,  but  rendered 
unavoidably  necessary.  By  Statute  5  Richard  U. 
cap.  3,  in  order  to  augment  the  Navy  of  England, 
then  greatly  diminished,  it  was  ordained,  that  "  none  of 
the  King's  leigc  People  should  ship  any  Merchandise 
out  of  or  into  the  Realm,  but  only  in  Ships  of  the 
King's  Leigcance,  on  pain  of  forfeiture.*'  In  the  next 
year  by  Statute  6  Richard  11.  cap.  8,  this  wise  pro^ 
vision  was  enervated,  by  only  obliging  the  Merchants 
to  give  English  Ship6(if  able  and  sufficient)  the  pre- 
ference. But  the  most  beneficial  Statute  for  the 
Trade  and  G)mmerce  of  these  Kingdoms  is  that 
Navigation  Act^  the  rudiments  of  which  were  first 
framed  in  l650,  with  a  narrow  partial  View  ;  being 
intended  to  mortify  our  own  Sugar  Islands,  which 
were  disaffected  to  the  Parliament,  and  still  held  out 
for  Charles  11.  by  stopping  the  gainful  Trade  which 
they  carried  on  with  the  Dutch,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  clip  the  wings  of  those  our  opulent  and  aspiring 
neighbours.  This  prohibited  all  Ships  of  Foreign 
Nations  from  trading  with  any  English  Plantations/ 
without  Licence  from  the  G)uncil  of  State:  In  1651, 
the  prohibition  was  extended  also  to  the  Mother- 
Country  ;  and  no  Goods  were  suflered  to  be  im« 
ported  into  England,  or  any  of  its  Dependencies^  in 
any  other  than  English  Bottoms ;  or  in  the  Ships  of 
that  European  Nation,  of  which  the  Merchandise 
imported  was  the  genuine  growth  or  manu&cture. 
At  the  Restoration  the  former  Ph^visioos  were  con«> 

tinued 


y    —  »    -^^   •m%0n 


Uxed'^wn  time  of  War:    As 

Statute  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  26,  v 

the  present  War)  even  thrce-fo 

to  be  Foreigncn.    And  by  I 

cap.   J 17,   certain  indulgence) 

East-India  Company,  with  resp< 

in  the  Country  Trade  in  the  Ei 

It  has  been  stated  and  recogn 

tM^  authority,*  that  the  fundaim 

ComiQercial  Jurisprudence,will  I 

Act»  13  Ci0rh  II.  {cap.  I8;) 

detfp.  U.)  23  and  23  Charles 

Charles   J  I.  {cap.   7.)  qnd   7   a 

(fief.  22.)  which  latter  Act  lias  bi 

i^ld  improved  by  the  Act  26  Geo 

By  this  Act  (26  Geo.  III.  cop 

Vpwel  having  a  Deck,  or  being 

1 5  Tons,  end  belonging  to  a  sn 
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Majesty  belongings  must  be  registered  hy  tbe  >perBon 
claiming  Property  therein  ;  who  is  to  obtain  a  Cer- 
tificate of  such  Registry,  in  the  Port  to  which  the 
Sliip  or  Vessel  properly  belongs  ;  and  theCcrtifiGate 
is  to  distinguish  the  Ship  or  Vessel,  under  one  ^ 
these  two  Classes;  Certificates  of  £ri//jA  Planfaiioa 
Kegistry,  or.  Certificates  of  Foreign  Ships  Regisfijj 
for  )ke  European  Trade  British  Propei'ty.         / 

No  Ship  is  to  be  pqnnitted  to  clear  out  as  a  British- 
built  Ship,  or  a  British  Ship,  nor  to  be  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  a  British-hxvXi  Ship,  or  a  British 
Ship,  unless  the  Owner  has  obtained  a  Certificate  of 
Registry  $  and  any  Ship  parting  from  Port  without 
being  so  registered,  and  obtaining  such  a  Certificate^ 
ehall  be  forfeited. 

J^vety  Ship,  not  entitled  to  the  Privileges  of  a  Bri- 
/Afir-built  -Ship,  or  a  British  Ship,  and  eveiy  Ship  not 
register ed.a^  aforesaid,  is  deemed,  although  it  may  be- 
long to  British  Subjects,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
to  be  an  Alien  or  Foreign  Slnp- 

As  often  as  the  Master  of  a  Ship  is  changed^  a  Me- 
morandum thereof  is  to  be  endorsed  on  the  Certifi- 
cate by  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Customs. 

The  Owners  to  cause  the  Name  by  which  a  Ship 
is  registered  to  be  painted  in  a  conspicuous  part  of 
tbe  Stern,  and  such  name  is  not  to  be  changed. 

If  a  Certificate  of  Registry  is  lost  or  mislaid,  or  jf 
any  Ship  shall  be  altQred  in  Form  or  Burthen,  or  from 
any  denomination  of  Vessel  to  aootbcr^by  rigging  or 

fitting. 


Act  are  to  be  sued  for  and  recov> 
cord,  as  in  cases  of  OtFcnces  aj 

■ 

Officers  seizing  are  to  be  rrwan 
unlawful  Importation. 

The  Act  34  Geo.  III.  cap.  6s, 
gulations  to  enforce  the  foregoii 
Acts  above  cited  also  contain  K 
Transfer  of  Property  in  Ships ; 
cases  be  made  by  Bill  of  Sale  or 
ting;  and  an  acknowledgemeni 
the  change  of  property  must  be  ii 
lificate  of  Registry, 

The  prominent  Features  of  th( 
tical  Code,  have,  on  the  very  re: 
already  quoted,  (see  page  533)  t 
follows. 

Firsts  The  securing  to  our  owi 
circumstances    would    safely    pe 
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re^nerSj  who  are  not  the  Suhjects'bf  the  Couiitnes^ 
of  which  the  Articles  are  the  Growth,  Produce,  <jf 
Manufacture,  froin  becoming  the  intermediate  NegO'^ 
ciators:  an<i  Thirctiy^  The  encouragement  of  our 
own  Manufactures,  by  checking,  through  the  means 
of  absolute  prohibitioos,  or  high  duties,  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  home  markets  of  such  Articles  of 
Foreign  Manu^ture,  as  might  rival  ourown,  e^>e* 
cially  those  in  a  progressive  state  of  improvement. 

Under  the  operation  of  these  great  fundamental 
Laws  (it  seems  universally  admitted  that)  ourTrad^ 
our  Navigation^  our  Revenue,  and  our  Manu&c-: 
tures,  have  flourished  beyond  the  example  of  alt 
other  nations. 

Commerce  early  became  an  object  of  great  impor- 
tance in  this  Kingdom  ;  and  as  the  Merchants  in  all 
Countries  possess  a  large  proportion  of  the  circulating 
medium,  it  was  natural  for  the  Government  to  look  to 
imposts  on  Trade  as  a  source  of  Revenue.  Thus  a 
System  of  Taxation  was  established,  at  a  period  almost 
coeval  with  the  commencement  of  our  Trade,  and 
has  been  progressively  extended  ever  since.  In  1797, 
about  nine  millions  of  the  gross,  or  seven  millions  of 
the  net  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  were  drawn  frdoi 
Duties  on  Imports  and  Exports. 

Besides  the  Acts  above  generally  alluded  to,  several 
others,  passed  (torn  time  to  time,  and  of  a  temponny 
and  confined  nature,  requhre  the  continued  attehtkm 
of  the  Merchant  and  SMp-Owner.  They  will  be 
found  detailed  at  length  with  great  accuracy  in 
Steele's  Ship-Masters  Asustant^    The  general  pnn- 


The  general  nature  of  the 
and  Ship-Owners,  &c.  as  rda 
has  been  already  explained  in  ( 
Sec.  To  what  is  there  said,  ii 
aeem  necessary  to  add  any  thir 
lowing  short  Extracts  of  a  Lavv 
the  Ports  of  the  Kingdom. 

By  die  Act  13  and  14  CJtarl 
Sbip^Mastcr  shall  within  three  c 
partfl  beyond  the  Sea;^,  niake  £ 
house  (in  London,)  upon  Oath, 
tentSi  and  Lading  of  such  Shi 
Numbers,  Qualities,  &c.  of  ever 
tSie  best  of  his  knowledge  ;  als 
her  Lading,  of  wbai  Country  I 
who  was  Master  during  the  \'c 
Owners.     And  in  ^11  Oiitports 
their  Members,  sh«li  come  dircc 


Custom-bouse,  of  the  Port  of  Lading,  tegetber  witl^ 
the  Name  of  such  Ship-Master^  the  BiirtheR  of  the 
Ship,  the  Number  of  Guns  and  Ammunition,  and  t^ 
what  part  she  intends  to  sail,  and  before  she  shall  de- 
part shall  deliver  at  the  Custom-house  a  Content  of 
the  Names  of  every  Person  who  shall  have  put  on 
board  any  such  Goods,. U)gether  with  the  Marks  and 
Numbers,  and  shall  publicly,  in  the  Custom'- house, 
upon  Oath,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  answer  suclsi 
Questions,  as  shall  be  demanded  concerning  such 
Goods,  on  pain  of  lOOL  <  iVnd  no  Captain  of  any 
Ship  of  War,  wherein  Groods  shall  have  been  brought 
from  beyond  Sea,  shall  suffer  to  be  discharged  ihta 
any  Lighter,  or  lade  on  Land  any  Goods,  before  such 
Captain  shall  have  declared  under  his  hand,  to  the 
Officers  appointed  at  the  Custom-house,  the  Names 
of  every  I^dcr  of  Goods,  together  with  the  Number 
and  Marks,  and  the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  every 
Parcel  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  shall  have 
answered  upon  Oath,  such  Questions  concerning 
such  Goods  as  shall  be  publicly  required,  at  the  Cu$^ 
tom-house ;  and  shall  be  liable  to  all  Scar<:hes  aud 
other  Rules,  which  Merchant-Ships  are  subject  to^ 
by  the  usage  of  the  Cq^tom-hpufie  (Victualling  Bills 
and  Entering  excepted)  under  Penalty  of  IQOJ. 

Of  the  Laws  respeciing  Quaranhve. 

The  most  important  of  these  is  the  Statute 
26  Geo.  II.  c^.  Q.  >vbich  i;^  explained  by  3Q  Gea  ll« 
cap.  8.  and  further  enforced  by  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  34. 

and 


venting  of  the  danger  to  be  ap 
dreadful  malady.* 

The  following  Regulations  i 
quire  the  attention  of  Ship-Mast 
arriving^  Persons  coming,  and  C 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Isles  of  Gu 
from  Places  whence  his  Majest; 
Council,  may  judge  it  probable 
Plague  may  be  brought,  shall 
their  Quarantine  in  such  place,  i 
and  for  such  time,  as  directed  b 
notified  by  Proclamation,  or  publ 
Gazette  ;  and  all  Persons  and  G 
Vessel,  and  all  Vessels,  Boats,  o 
any  Goods  or  Persons  out  of  the  i 
jcct  to  the  same  Orders  — ." 

The  Orders  of  Council  on  tl 
cording  to  the  Exigency  of  Circ 
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at  present  existing  will  be  found  in  Suele*s  Sh'tpr 
Master  s  Assistant. 

Ships  or  Vessejs  bound  to  the  Port  of  London^  or 
any  Member,  Creeks,  or  other  Parts  thereof,  or  to 
the  River  Thames  or  Medway  must  perform  their 
Quarantine  in  Standgate  Creek. 

"  If  the  Plague  actually  appears  on  board  any  Ves- 
sel, being  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Finisterre,  the 
Commander  is  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  harbour 
of  St.  Helenas  Pool,  between  the  Islands  of  St. 
Helenas  Teen,  and  North  Withcl,  (being  off  the 
Islands  of  Scilly,)  or  to  such  other  place  as  his  Ma- 
jesty in  Council,  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint ; 
where  being  arrived,  the  Master  shall  make  knowa 
his  case,  to  an  Officer  of  the  Customs,  who  is  to  ac- 
quaint some  Custom-house  Officer  of  a  near  Port  in 
England  with  it,  and  he  is  with  all  speed  to  send  in- 
telligence thereof,  to  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries 
of  St^te.  The  Ship  must  wait  until  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  is  known,  and  none  of  the  Crew  must  go  oa 
shore.  In  case  the  Commander  cannot  make  the 
Island  of  Scilly,  or  is  forced  up  either  of  the  Channels, 
be  must  not  enter  into  any  Port,  but  remain  in  some 
open  Road  till  he  receive  Orders  from  his  Majesty 
or  Privy  Council ;  and  must  take  care  to  prevent  any 
one  from  going  out  of  the  Ship,  and  avoid  all  inter- 
course with  other  Ships  or  Persons.  The  Master  or 
any  other  Person  on  board,  fpr  disobedience  herein, 
incurs  the  punishment  of  Felony,  without  benefit  of, 

Clergy; 


the  Customs,  or  Person  np|)oint( 
performed,  must  go  off,  or  caii5 
so  to  do,  and,  at  convenient  di 
Name  of  ilie  Ship  and  Comma 
the  Cargo  was  taken  on  boat 
touched  at  in  her  Voyage  ;  ai 
which  of  them  were  infected  wi 
long  she  had  been  on  her  Passu 
sons  were  on  board  when  she  s< 
and  what  Persons  on  board,  dur 
been,  or  are,  infected  with  the 
died  in  the  Voyage,  and  of  wh 
Vessels  he,  or  any  of  his  Ship 
privity,  went  on  board,  or  had  a 
come  on  board  his  Vessel,  in  t! 
Place  such  Vessels  belonged  ;  a 
Contents  of  his  Lading,  to  the  b( 
If  it  appears  that  any  Person  c 


e^t  •       •  1  i» 


And  if  the  Vessel  came  from  a  Ptdcc;  infected,  er  ba# 
inj  body  on  board*  infected,  the  Comiyidndefi  dr  Per- 
son on  board  having  charge,  concealing  it^  h  made 
guilty  of  Felony,  without  benellt  of  Glcf'gy,  and  not 
rt)aking  a  true  discovery  in  any  other  the  afbredaiit 
partJcularB  forfcitsf  l^GfoA  rcicoverabfe  iii  the  BUperior 
Courtadf  Record,  or  the  ptapet  Cbflrts  in  Jersfey,  &c. 

^  JEvery  OoniftKindcr  of  a  Vessel  ordered  to  per- 
form Quarantine,  upon  hisarri^ml  at'  the  Place,  is^  to 
deliver  to  the  chief  Officer  appointed  to  see  Quaran- 
dile  performed^  SVich  BiH  of  Health  or  Manife^,  j^ 
be  baa  reeeived  from  aryy  British  Consul,  during  hi^ 
Voyage,  together  with  his  Ldg-Bobfc  and  Journal,  OW 
forfeiture  of  500/.  recoverable  in  the  same  manner. 

•'  Every  Commander  of  a  Vessel  having  notice  td 
peHbrm  Quarantine,  if  he  goes  on  shore,  or  onboard 
any  other  Vessel,  or  knowingly  suffer  any  Seamen  or 
Passenger  to  do  so  (without  Licence)  before  Qua« 
nMlrnc  is  duly  performed,  or  docs  not  cause  the  Vcs- 
^1  and  her  Lading  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Places  ajv 
pointed  for  that*  purpose,  respectively,  within  cotive- 
riient  time,  after  due  notice,  shall  forfeit  500L  fof 
dvci^y  Offence ;  and  any  person  sO  quitting  the  Ves- 
sel may  be  compelled  to  retutn  on  board,  and  fof 
every  Offence  ia  to  suffer  six  months'  imprisonment, 
and  forfeit  :200/.  recoverable  as  befcrc^merttioned."    ' 

If  a  Pilot  quits  the  Ship,-  contrdiy  ta  an  Ordtir  a( 
the  King  in  Council,  though' perbaps'he* Is  liable  to 
the  last  mentioned  Penalty;  yet'Utrdcr' the^-flrsr 
Clause  of  Statute  20  Geo.  U.  cap.  6j^  Which  cotttdlrl?? 


a  general 


bo  omveyed  to  the  Houses, 
places  provided  for  their  rccept 
"  Persons  wilfully  refusing  c 
thither,  within  convenient  timi 
escaping,  or  attempting  to  c« 
lore  Quurantiiiu  is  duly  perform 
to  repair  or  return  thither,  hy  si 
may  require  ;  and  the  person  « 
ing  to  repair  thither,  or  acfuallvM 
is  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Fe 
of  Clergy. 

"  Any  Person  not  infected,  ei 
Lazaretto,  or  other  place^  while 
the  Plague,  or  under  Quarantin. 
tempting  to  return  from  thenct 
Licence,)  may  be  compelled  h\ 
Guard  upon  duty  to  return  thith' 
rantine  j  and,  in  case  of  actual 

dniv   ncHnrmul     ct.»ri     1 Jr      • 
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to  forfeit  his  Office,  and  be  incapable  of  a  wiw  Grant 
thereof,  and  also  forfeit  lOoL  (recoverable  as  before- 
mentioned;)  and  for  embezzling  or  wilfully  damaging 
any  Groods  under  his  direction,  is  liable  to  treble  Da« 
mages  and  full  Costs, 

^^  After  Quarantine  has  been  duly  performed  by  any 
Vessel  or  Person,  upon  proof  by  the  Oaths  of  the 
Master,  and  two  of  the  Persons  belonging  to  the 
Vessel,  or  of  two  Witnesses,  before  the  Customer^ 
&c.  of  the  Port  where  it  was  performed,  or  of  the  next 
Port,  or  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  near  such  Port,  or 
two  Jurats  or  Magistrates  of  Jersey,  &c«  that  such 
Vessel  and  Persons  have  duly  performed  Quarantine, 
and  are  free  from  Infection  ;  and  after  producing  a 
Certificate  to  that  purpose,  from  the  chief  Officer 
who  superintended  the  Quarantine  ;  the  Persons  be- 
fore whom  the  proof  is  made,  are  to  give  a  Certificate 
thereof,  and  the  Vessels  and  Persons  are  liable  to  no 
farther  detention. 

"  Any  Person  demanding  or  taking  any  Fee  or  Re- 
ward for  any  Oath,  Order,  or  Certificate,  directed  by 
this  Act,  forfeits  lOO/.  recoverable  with  treble  Costs, 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  Penalties* 

^^  Any  Person  directed  to  see  Quarantine  duly  per- 
formed, or  appointed  as  a  Watchman,  deserting  from 
his  duty,  or  knowingly  suffering  any  Person,  Ship, 
or  Goods,  to  depart  or  be  conveyed  from  the  place 
appointed  for  the  performance  of  Quarantine,  unless 
by  proper  Licence ;  or  any  Person  giving  a  &l3e  Cer- 
tificate of  a  Sbip^s  having  duly  performed  her  Qua- 

N  n  rantine^ 


B  urc  pcnonntng  uuaraitl 

■5  in  cases  of  Felony,  without  I 

"  When  any  pari  of  Great  I 

FVancc,  Spain,  Portugul,  or  tht 

ftcted  with  the  Plague,  his  M: 

■nation,  prohibit  any  small  Bcu 

burthen  of  20  Tons,  from  gov 

Great  Britain,  8tc.  until  Secu 

Master,  in  the  Penalty  of  300/. 

to,  or  touch  at,  any  Country, 

tioned  for  that  purpose  in  suci 

that  no  Person  on  board  the  Sh 

any  other  Vessel  at  Sea  ;  and  tl 

»ny  person  to  come  on  board 

Vessel  at  Sea ;  and   that  he  si 

Goods  or  Merchandise  out  of  an 

Boat  or  Vessel,  going  out  bcfo 

giwen,  fibail  be  forfeited,  and  th 

Mariner  convicted  of  sailine-  in 


« 

Offiotr  of  the  Customs,  or  such  ^rson  is  shaH  be  au« 
thorised  to  see  Quarantine  duly  performed,  is  em- 
powered by  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  34,  to  detnand  of  the 
Commander  of  any  Ship  attempting  to  enter  into 
any  Port  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  &c.  a  true  account 
oftht  followi ni^  particulars  ;  (that  is  to  say,)  whether 
hb  Ship  or  Vessel  touched  at  the  Isle  of  Rbodedi 
the  Morea,  or  any  part  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  withia 
the  Mediterranean  or  Levant  Seas,  or  the  Port  of 
Mogadorc  ;  or  whether  any  of  the  Ship's  Company, 
or  any  other  person  on  board  his  Ship  or  Vessel,  had, 
doriog  the  Voyage  homeward,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, any  communication  with  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
coming  from  any  of  those  Countries  ?  What  Pilot 
or  Pilots,  or  other  Person  from  the  Shores  of  Great 
J^itain,  Scilly,  &c.  have  been  on  board  his  Ship  or* 
Vessel,  or  had  any  communication  with  his  Ship*$ 
Company  in  any  manner  whatever  during  the  Voyage 
homewards  ?  And  whether  any  of  his  Ship's  Com* 
pany  had  been  sick,  and  of  what  disorder,  in  the 
course  of  a  Voyage,  or  were  so  at  the  time  the  parti- 
cular's are  demanded  ?  And  in  case  such  Com- 
mander shall  give  >a  fal^  Answer  to  any  of  the  Par- 
ticulars, he  shall  forfeit  200/.  recoverable  as  under  the 
former  Act. 

By  38  Geo.  III.  cap.^33.  §a.  If  any  Pilot  shall 
conduct  any  Ship  or  Vessel  liable  to  the  perform- 
ance  of  Quarantine  into  any  place  which  shall  not 
be  appointed  for  the  reception  of  Ships  and  Vessels 

NN  a  '  so 


_w..,  V.  uj  L  uuiicauon  m  iiu 
CHseises  be  dcnonitnated  ihe 

He^iclatii/ns  respec. 

By  Statute  33  Geo.  III. 
Captain  of  any  jMcrcbant-St 
wilfully  disobey  signals  or  ins 
lawful  command  of  the  Comr 
or  shall  desert  the  Convoy  wii 
liable  to  be  articled  against  in  I 
miralty  for  such  disobedience, 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  at  the  d 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  500 
imprisonment,  not  exceeding 
Court  shall  adjudge. 

By  the  Statute  36  Geo,  II 
better  protection  of  the  Trade 
generally  known  bv  the  name  r 
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fiich  as^re  licenced  by  the  Admiralty  to  sail  without 
Convoy ;  or  are  proceeding  to  join  Convoy  ;  or  such 
as  arc  bound  to  any  Port  in  Ireland ;  or  Coastkig 
Vessels ;  or  East-India  or  Hudson's  Bay  Ships  ;  and 
in  certain  cases  (by  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  32.)  Newfound- 
land Ships]  shall  in  future  sail  or  depart  from  any 
Pbrt  or  Place  whatever,  unless  wider,  the  Convoy,  or 
Protection  of  Ships  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Master  or  Commander  of  every  such  Ship  or 
Vessel  which  shall  sail  under  Convoy  shall  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  continue  therewith  during  the 
whole  of  the  Voyage,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  such 
Convoy  shall  be  directed  to  accompany  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  and  shall  not  wilfully  separate  therefrom  upon 
any  pretence  whatever,  without  order  or  leave  from 
the  Officer  commanding  such  Convoy. 

Any  Master  or  Commander  who  shall,  contrary  to 
the  Act,  sail  without  Convoy,  or  shall  aftervi^ards  de- 
sert or  wilfully  separate  or  depart  from  the  same, 
without  leave  obtained  from  the  Officer  entrusted 
with  the  charge  thereof,  before  such  Ship  or  Vessel ' 
ehall  have  arrived  at  the  port  or  place  of  her  desti- 
nation, or  so  far  on  her  Voyage  as  such  Convoy  shall 
be  directed  to  accompany  and  protect  her,  shall  for- 
feit for  every  Offence,  lOOO/. ;  And  in  case  the 
whole  or  any  psirt  of  the  Cargo  qi  such  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel shall  consist  of  Nsival  or  Military  Stores,  he 
shall  forfeit  15Q0/.  But  the  Court  in  which  any 
Action  or  Suit  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Penalty  shall 

'  be 
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Rnd  BurtheDyBailtyPOmber  of  Guns^to  what  Placi  be- 
longing,  Owners*  Names>  and  nutnberof  the  Crew. 
All  these  particulars  are  to  be  insert^  in  the  Letter 
of  Marque^  which  is  to  be  produced  by  the  G>m- 
mander  to  the  Collector,  Customer,  or  Sea^cb^r  ift 
the  Port,  from  which  the  Ship  shall  be  fifet  fitted 
6at ;  who  i^  to  examine  the  Vessel,  and  grant  a  C^*' 
tificate  of  the  Ve^el's  being  of  equal  or  greater  /blrM 
than  stated  ;  such  Certificate  to  be  deem6d  a  nboes* 
sary  Clearance  before  the  Ship's  being  permitted  io 
sail :  A  Penalty  of  lOOO/.  is  imposed  on  the  Com- 
mander sailing  without  such  Certificate,  Cff  with  a 
force  inferior  to  that  specified  in  this  Letter  H 
Marque :  Recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Record  ; 
and  also,  not  more  than  one  year's  imprisbtiment  it 
the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

■ 

By  §  ig  of  the  same  Act,  the  Letter  of  Marqu4 
shall  be  forfeited  in  case  of  any  OHenocs  by  the 
Owners  or  Commander  of  the  Vessel,  against  tho 
Jlevenue  Laws. 

By  §  8  of  37  Geo.  HI.  cap.  lOQ.  (for  amendngtbo 
foregoing  Act  33  Geo.  IIL  aq>.  66.)  the  Comtnaiidex' 
of  every  Letter  of  Marque  is  directed  to  keep  a  Jour-* 
nal,  containing  an  exact  account  of  bis^dkity  Trans- 
actions,  the  Capture  of  YtiZ^  and  disposal  tbeiidof^ 
and  all,  information  which  he  can  obtain  as  tor  ^cm 
Enemies'  Fleets,  their  Force,  Destination,  &a'  Ow 
his  arrival  at  any  Port  of  his  Mi^ty's  Dominions^  he 
ii  to  deliver  up  this  Journal  to  the  Cbi«f  QtSAxx  dt 

the 


.«».  icvoveraoic  in  any  \. 
pofcd  on  the  Custom- houst 
Certificate. 

By  f  9  of  the  same  Act, 
the  conduct  of  Commander 
War,  or  in  the  Service  of  the 
tains  of  whom  ihej  arc  to  pr 
also  to  British  Consuls  at  Fo 
act  as  Ciutom-housc  Of&ccrs 
firitish  Ports. 

A  Peoalty  of  500i  rccovcral 
cord,  is  impossed  on  the  Com 
Marque,  neglecting  or  transgr 
going  Regulations  ;  and  on  sv 
liable  to  the  Penalties  of  Pc 
neglect  or  transgression  the  ] 
become  null  and  void. 

It  may  be  proper  also  in  tl 
restrictions  on  ransomm"  ^^'-^ 
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for  the  ransom  of  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  taken  as  a 
Prize,  and  shall  in  pursuance  thereof,  actually  quit, 
set  at  liberty,  or  discharge  any  such  Prize,  instead  of 
bringing  the  same  into  some  Port,  (unless  in  case  of 
extreme  necessity,  to  be  allowed  by  the  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty,) shall  forfeit  his  Letter  of  Marque,  and 
shall  be  punished  by  Fine  and  Imprisonment,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court. 

The  37  th  Section  of  the  said  Act  provides,  that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Subjects  to  ransom,  orcon« 
tract,  or  agree  to  ransom,any  British  Ship  or  Vessel,  or 
any  Merchandise  or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  cap- 
tured by  the  Subjects  of  any  State  at  War  with  his 
Majesty,  or  by  any  Persons  committing  Hostilities 
against  his  Majesty*s  Subjects. 

All  Contracts  and  Agreements  entered  into,  and 
all  Bills,  Notes,  and  other  Securities,  given  by  any 
Person,  for  Ransom  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer- 
chandise or  Groods  on  board  the  same,  ^e  (by 
§  38  of  the  Act)  declared  to  be  absplutely  null 
and  void. 

Any  Person  who  shall  ransom,  or  contract,  or 
agree  to  ransom,  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer« 
chandise,  or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  shall,  for  every 
such  Offence,  forfeit  500/.  recoverable  with  full 
Costs  of  Suit^  in  any  Court  of  Record, 


Respecting 


TSBATtSE  OS 


Rttptet'mg  rUetdgf. 

In  uldition  to  what  is  staled  in  page  345,  u  to 
Pilots  under  the  Juritdictiou  of  the  Trinh^.Itousc, 
Ibr  Ship*  litnin  tSc  Thames,  it  is  lo  be obsenetl*  tbit 
by  the  Statute  3  Geo.  I.  cap.  13.  (nuw  in  force  (III 
March  -25,  18o0)  00  Pcnons  arc  permitted  to  plot 
niiy  Ship5  Irum  Dover,  Deal,  or  the  Ulc  of  Thanet, 
to  any  place  in  the  Rivctv  Thamts  or  MtJuinv,  but 
such  as  have  been  examined  and  a^protiTil  by  ibe 
Trtatty'ILuu  o(  Hn'CTf  &c.  and  admitted  into  that 
Society,  on  Fenully,  for  thu  Gnt  OHcncc,  of  10^ 
the  second  loK  BXtd  for  every  subflcquenl  one  40/. 
recoverable  in  the  Court  of  Adtniniliy  of  the  Cinqiu.  _ 
Ports,  or  in  the  tuperior  Courts  of  Record.    MoM^fl 
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and  lOs.  additional,  for  every  additional  Foot  in  the 
Draft  of  Water,  to  seventeen  Foot,  for  whici  the 
Rate  is  8/.  10^.  from  Dover,  Dealy  or  the  Isle  of 
Thanety  to  any  Place  in  the  Thames  or  Medway  >— 
No  Allowance  to  be  made  for  odd  Inches. 

A  Pilot  losing  a  Ship  is  for  evef  after  incapacitated 
fix)m  acting.  The  number  of  Pilots  is  not  to  be  leaf 
than  One  Hundred  and  Twenty,  and  their  Names 
are  every  Lady -day  to  be  fixed  up  in  the  Custom-* 
Houses  at  London  and  Dover. 

By  the  same  Act  all  disputes  relative  to  the  Sal* 
rage  of  Anchors^  Cables^  &c.  are  to  be  determined 
(in  twelve  hours'  time)  by  three  Persons  appoioted 
by  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

By  ^  14  of  the  Statute  7  Geo.  I.  cap.  21,  The 
Zx>rd  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  the  assent 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Load- manage,  and  Of  the 
Trinity-House,  at  a  Court  of  Load-manage,  is  em* 
powered  to  make  Orders  and  Regulations  for  t)id 
better  Government  of  these  Pilots. 

« 

The  Pilots  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  have  been  re- 
gulated by  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  last  now  in  force 
is  that  of  37  Geou  III.  cap.  78,  of  which  an  Ab- 
ptract  is  given  in  Sleeh  Shf-MasUr" s  AssistatU. 

Of  the  JJahilify  of  Owners  of  Ships,  for  Losses  or 

Embezzlamnt  of  Goods. 

On  this  Subject  there  are  two  Statutes  BequiriDg> 
the  attention  ^  OwBcra  and  Fraigkttns. 

The 


•Iw  »i«K  »vre  nude  am; 

"""  «l>v<K.n:.g  their  Tor 
^tl«4J^i^;^.•J:^;.^,l,  .-•  ] 

*mK  no  (.>»-;«  shil  K-  1 

i*««rDiirj^.  kyrnson 

««vtK^.  Of  u-.4tiji£  away^  / 

«'  «•,»  UxO.  SJvtr.  Jr«c,,; 

•»«  .Vt,  lXt:?v.jr.  or  KortV 

<-u,-T!>;  ; ,  ;:-c  MiS£.-  cr  M 

*«%  *rv;  4:a.^\i  :<x;p:  oi'such 

<  tit  4t,\  ja. . «  F-.-.fi,/. 

Bj  iljc  $ratu:e  ;d  Geo.  J] 

•ai  »»erj  :i:e  v.-vgv.~rjr  Act 

IxvHJKon,    .r,!    ,hj,    4|   J. 
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the  Ship^s  Company  were  privy  to  such  Robbery  •  in 
v)hlch  case  alone,  the  responsibility  of  the  Owners 
was  by  the  former  Act  limited  to  the  value  of  the 
Ship  and  Freight :  To  prevent,  therefore,  the  te^ 
sponsibility  to  which  the  Owners,  &c.  still  continued 
exposed,  it  is  enacted.  That  no  Owner  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel  shall  be  liable  to  answer  for  any  Loss  or  Da- 
mage, by  reason  of  any  Robbery^  Embezzlement, 
secreting,  or  making  away  -with  of  any  Gold, 
Silver,  Jewels,  or  Merchandise,  shipped  on  board  any 
Vessel,  or  for  any  Act,  Damdg|e,  or  Forfeiture,  occa- 
sioned or  incurred  without  the  Privity  of  such  Owners^ 
beyond  the  value  of  the  Ship  and  Freight,  although 
the  Master  or  Mariners  are  not  concerned  in  or  privy 
to  such  Robbery  :  Nor  for  any  Loss  or  Damage  to 
any  Goods  or  Merchandise  whatsoever,  by  reason  or 
means  of  any  Fire  happening  on  board  the  Ship : 
Nor  for  any  Gold,  Silver,  Watches,  or  Jewels,  unless 
the  nature  and  value  of  them  is,  at  the  time  of  their 
shipping,  inserted  in  the  Bill  of  Lading,  or  otherwise 
declared  in  Writing,  by  the  Shipper  to  the  Owners 
or  Master  of  the  Ship, 

These  Acts  also  provide,  that  if  several  Proprie- 
tors of  Goods  should  happen  to  suffer  by  such  Rob« 
bery.  Embezzlement,  &c.  and  the  whole  value  of  the 
Ship  and  Freight  should  not  be  sufficient  tocompen« 
sate  all  their  Losses  the  Proprietors  shall  be  satisfied  iii 
average  Proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  Losses  4 .  and 
that  to  ascertain  the  amount  and  proportion  of  such 
Losses,  either  the  Freighters  or  the  Owners  may  file 

a  Bill 


Thus  has  the  Amh<n-  enc 
the  review  of  his  Gimmcrct 
that  species  of  Information  \ 
of  Commerce,  Siiipping,  and 
not  bil  to  be  interesting,  ar 
Mcfiil  and  advantageous. 
!  The  mase  of  Information,  w 
mthia  90  narrow  compass,  wi 
Biuice  to  Men  of  Business,  w 
mitof  that  miaote  Invcstigati 
necessary  to  resort,  where  case 
discussion. 

A»aIMrectory  through  the 
«al  and  Nautical  Jurisprudet 
wfl!  be  foond  drwrM*''-     *■ 


notice,  has  the  same  comprehensive  View  been  given 
of  this  interesting  Subject,  which  may  not  be  the  less 
valuable,  as  much  pains  have  been  bestowed  in  stripping 
the  acts  of  their  Technical  Phraseology  and  Verbiage^ 
and  reducing  the  extracts  as  much  as  possible,  with- 
out doing  violence  to  Accuracy  in  the  Abridgements, 
to  which  the  greatest  attention  has  been  pa^id. 

It  remains  therefore,  only  for  the  Author  to  ciDse 
this  Work  by  a  Summary  View  of  such  particular 
Laws,  asmaj  be  considered  as  a  Ground- Work  for  a 
Compilation,  long  and  ardently  called  for  by  the 
Ship-Masters  trading  to  the  River  Thames,  naflnely^ 
The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Port  of  London, 
which  will  form  the  subject  of  the  following  and  last 
Chapter. 


CHAP. 


^Jft^tlt, — 

Oravatmi  i,  L,ml:n.—Aih 
•ftt-n-.— 5/4  Ganp^Jcr,  i 
it  i"*/../.— ti.'i.  Ships  M: 

LaJm  wM  Tchirn.—gik. 
10/*.  Prmcyl  y?fj„/j„v,„ 

'"'">•> 'f  Ships  al  Ih  Pm 
B/  rmils  tailing  in  Car, 
&,/last.—13H.  Ballast  fi,r  S. 
mi.  Tie  Halting  „  j\i,/ 
Ombtistil/U  Matter. — j  5//;, 
Laws  of  the  Trinity  Corfira 
the  River  Thames.— I'jti.  g, 
"I  Meeting  of  the  m-st-hiJic 
<»g  Ships  in  that  Traje.—  1 8/ 
lations  respecting  quays,  Wha, 
~19'h.  Respecting  the  Brin 
Incroachments  and  Nuisances  m 
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xVn  ardent  desire  to  convey  that  species  of  infor- 
mation,'within  the  shortest  pos^ble  compass,  which 
may  protect  Ship-masters  and  others,  trading  to,  or 
employed  on  the  River  Thames,  against  a  variety  of 
penalties,  has  produced  the  following  Compendium, 
which  may,  in  most  respects,  be  considered  as  conA- 
prchending  the  principal  Rules  of  the  Port.  If,  by 
8uch  a  compilation,  containing  a  concise  Abstract 
of  the  Laws  and  Usages  as  they  apply  tp  the  River 
Thames,  good  order  should  be  promoted,  in  a  greater 
degree  than  heretofore,  and  innocent  and  unin- 
formed Ship-Masters  and  others  instructed,  with 
respect  to  the  duties  incumbent  on  them  to  perform, 
and  the  offences  they  ought  to  avoid,  a  considerable 
object  will  be  gained  in  the  improvemtint  of  the 
Police  of  the  River  Thames ;  as,  by  this  species  of 
knowledge,  the  unwary  are  forewarned,  and  a  pros- 
pect opened,  through  the  same  medium,  of  lessening 
the  demand  for  punishment,  and  diminishing  the 
convictions  on  penal  offences — while  a  greater 
degree  of  security  is  established  with  respect  to  the 
danger  of  conflagration. 

'  Impelled  by  a  strong  sense  cf  the  importance  of 
the  object  explained,  ftnd  by  an  anxious  wish,  in 
some  degree,  to  supply  a  •deficiency,  which  has  been 
long  felt  as  a  grievance,  ian  attempt  is  now  made  to 
arrange,  under  the  fbllowihg  Heads,  a  sketch  of 
what  may  not  improperly  be  denominated, 

O  o  AN 


For  the  InftrmatioH  of  Ship-\ 
quent'tng  the  Port  of  London 
Pursuits  on  the  River  Than, 
XtonJittg  Places  adjaetnt  the 

SECT.  l.—Respet 
Every  person  taking  upon 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  (except  Co. 
proaching  the  River  I'^ames  < 
ing  therefrom  down  the  said  ] 
North  Channel,  to  or  by  Orl 
Long  Sand-Head  into  the  1 
South  Channel  into  the  Down 
fordness  up  the  North  Channel. 
or  Medway,  must  be  piloted 
licenced  and  authorized  under 
poration  of  the  Tnuity-Housi 
fiy   the  Act  of   5   Geo.  II. 


Pilots  for  Ships  up  the  River  Thames^  must  be 
licenced  by  the  Trinity-House  at  Dover. 

SECT.  Ih— Respecting  Revenue  Officers. 

Every  Ship-Master  ♦  on  approaching  the  Port  of 
London,  in  ward- bound»(ordepartingoutward-bound5) 
is  to  bring  to  at  the  usual  places  to  receive  Revenue 
Officers  on  boards  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the. 
Cargo^  who  are  to  have  access  to  every  part  of  the 
Ship ;  and  if  the  keys  of  chests^  &c.  are  not  de-* 
livered  to  them^  or  the  places  where  the  goods  are 
stowed  are  not  opened^  the  Tidesmen  are  authorized 
to  send  for  their  Superior  Officers^  who  may  open 
then^.— Penalty  lOOl-— By  the  Act  27  Geo.  III. 
cap.  13. 

By  the  Stat,  g  Geo.  II.  cap.  Z5y  If  any  Officer 
of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  being  on  board  of  any 
Vessel  within  the  limits  of  any  Port,  be  forcibly 
hindered  or  beaten  in  the  execution  of  his  Office, 
the  party  or  parties  offending  shall,  on  conviction, 
be  transported  for  seven  years : — And  by  1 9  Geo. 
II.  cap.  34,  If  any  person  shall  shoot;  maim,  or 
dangerously  wound  any  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  on 
attempting  to  go  on  board  of  any  Vessel  within  the 

*  On  c(Hnin|;  within  Four  Leagties  of  the'Coast,  every  Ship-Master 
is.  bound  by  the  Act  of  ^^  Geo.  III.  cap.  15.  under  a  penalty 
of  looL  to  produce  hit  Manifest  to  the  Fim  Custora-Hoaie  Officer 
coming  on  boaidi  who  shall  certify  the  production  on  the 
back  thereof.— He  shall  a)so  furnish  the  said  Officer  with  a  Copy, 
who  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port  where  the 
Goods  are  consigned,  under  the  like  penalty  of  iod» 

002  limits 


wound  any  Officer  belonging 

Customs  or  Exercise,  uiilii,, 

of  London,  (or  any  other  1\ 

within  four  leagues  of  ilic  Coi 

■re  .iliempiiiig  to  go  on  boan 

cr  rctiu-ning,  or  othcruisc  ai 

of  their  duty,  every  oftbudei 

•uffcr     tlcalh;    and    further, 

Geo.  HI.   cap.  28,    If  any 

resist,  oppose,   molest,   or  lii 

Customs  or  Ejcisc,  in  Sciai 

be  Seized,  or  shail  Ijy  force  i 

cause  to  be  rescued,  any  of  th 

iog  Seized,  or  slm\l  attempt  ti 

Seizures  made,  shall  break  or 

ftotagcs,  where  the  same  are  c 

offending,  on  conviction,  may 

House  of  Correction,  for  three 


from  Gravesend  to  hef  plaoe  of  diachBrge,  in  tb0 
River  Thames,  without  touching  at  aAy  Wharf, 
Quay,  or  Place  adjoming  to  either  shore,  betweeik 
Gravesend  and  Chester'^  Quay,  unless  hindered  by 
contrary  winds,  or  other  just  impfedimetit,  to  be 
allowed  by  the  principal  Officers  of  the  Customs. 

SECT.  lV.—Respscimg  Gunsfred  and  ihotied. 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  IL  cap.  ao,  No  Com- 
mander, or  other  Offtcci*  of  any  Ship,  (except  his 
Majesty*8  Ships,)  while  ih  the  River  Thames,  shall 
pemrft  any  Guri  to  be  flrfcd  b^ford  dun*ristn^  or  after 
^un-setting,  undicr  the'  penalty  of  loL  for  every  Gun 
so  iSr^d ;  nor  shall  any  G^n  be  shotted  after  any 
Ship  of  Vessel  shall  be  in  the  River  Thames,  betweetk 
Blackwall  and  London  Bridge,  under  the  penalty  of 
5l.  for  each  Gun  so  kept  shotted. 

SECT.  V. — Respeeiing  Gun-p&wder^  and  when  and 

where  to  be  landed* 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20,  and  12  Gea  III. 
cap.  6l,  The  Commander  of  every  Ship  or  Vessel 
arriving  within  the  Port  of  London,  (not  being  in  bis 
Majesty's  Service,)  Ts  bound  to  Land  all  the  Gun- 
powder on  board,  except  25ib.  either  before  (the 
arrival  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel  at  Qtackwail,  or  witll** 
in  twenty-four  hours,  (m  ease  the  weatfie;r  will  pcfv* 
mit,)  after  cbming  to  anchor  thcfre,  or  at  the  pbtt 
of  unlading. — Nor  shall  any  Ship-Master,  or  other 

person  on  board,  rccenre  on  bo^  of  aby  outwiffd- 

bound 


by  witer  in  any  Barj^,  Boat 
cept  in  Vessels  with  Gun-p 
or  lo  be   exported    to   any 
gmng  Coastwise.)  that  bath 
which  shall  not  be  covered  I 
or  Tarpaulins;    and  all  Gai 
u  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  bai 
hooped,  without  any  Iron  abou 
■hall  coDttin  no  more  than  J 
and  not  more  than  200  barrel 
any  Boat  or  Barge  at  the  s: 
tx>Mler  carried  or  removed 
than  before  prescribed,  is  tiab 
forfdted  to  the  use  of  the  pcrs 

SECT.  \l.—JUguIaihns  resf^ec 

Si.  Saviours  J 

By  tbe  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  ca 
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cept  such  Vessels,  not  exceeding  two  uv  number,  at 
any  t>ne  time,  as  shall  lie  at  the  Yard  called  Ship- 
wright Yard,  at  the  North-West  Comer  of  the  said 
Dock,  during  the  time  such  Ships  and  Vessels  shall 
be  repairing,  and  no  longer,)  the  Master  or  Owner 
of  every  such  Ship  or  Vessel  so  laid  up  or  moored, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  day,  suc^i  Ship  or 
Vessel  shall  so  continue  to  be  laid  up  and  moorcd> 
(unless  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,)  the  sum  of  20s. 
to  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  Corporations. 

SECT.  VIL—Fessels  trading  to  Foreign  Paris  noi  to 
renurvefrom  the  Stream^  except  to  the  Legal  Quays* 

By  the  Act  of  19  Geo.  III.  cap.  46,  If  any 
Vessel  coming  from  foreign  parts  within  the  limits  of 
the  Port  of  London,  shall  be  removed  out  of  the 
Stream,  except  to  the  Lawful  Quays,  before  all-  the 
Goods  are  discharged  out  of  such  Vessels,  or  of  any 
Vessel  outward-bound  to  foreign  parts,  having 
Groods  on  board,  shall  be  removed  out  of  the  Stream, 
except  to  the  said  Lawful  Quays,  unless  upon  any 
accident  or  emergent  occasion,  to  be  made  known 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs,  and  obtaining 
their  consent,  the  Master,  or  Person  having  charge 
such  Vessel,  shall  forfeit  ibo/.  for  each  offence.  . 

SECT.  YUL—Reguiations  with  respect  to  Ships  ladm 

with  Tobacco. 

By  the  Act  of  29  Geo.  III.  cap.  68,  AU  Veasels 
arriving  with  TobacoOj  shall  be  moored  10  thM  par* 

of 


i 


^  AkJImI  ippc<.aicMl  by  the  Cnmm'unoMrs  oT  the 
Ommmt,  and  \a  n^  ntUer  place,  aiul  blntti  rutuin  «i 
9Bb  ]4?vap  Movi  tbc  delivery  of  iIk:  Cargo,  and 
^^  MK^  VeucI  iimil  bsvc  bcco  clenrod.  under  Uia 
'  «  iOi>k>  onUss  ia  the  Judgment  of  the 
,  ^  Masur,  or  PensM  having  clurgo 
^  ibA  V^isci,  iitii  bnc  bixui  prcveoicd  from  aom- 
d^«(  v^  £^»  &ai|^  hy.  Hmvoidablc  ■ 


SETT.  CL— fyaJa^av  teiii  rtifut  /•  /Ar  i 
Itf  ~  ---^ — /£>  Pwvrrt  txfUmtd. 

^  %  4bi  Jte«  «f  J9  Geo.  ni.  cap^  liiiu  The 
Iji*  IftiMer  «  U«iM  IB  anthoriaod  M  apfnint  a 
BaftW  'fci  —  «>4fti  power  and  wcharity,  <«tienil- 
1^  »  tW  A£t»  <M  .  id  &  1^  Qes.  iu.  bdbre 
I  i»  4nR  .thfr  ciiianof,  mnoring;,  and 
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more  safe  and  convenient  Navigating,  Hacingy 
Mooring  and  Unmooring  Ships  and  other  Veasela 
in  the  River  Thames.— And  for  the  better  govern-* 
ing  and  regulating  all  Masters  of  Vessels,  Pilots^ 
Lightermen,  and  others  within  the  said  Port  and.  * 
Canal ;  and  for  preventing  damages  to  Vessels,  Craft, 
and  Merchandise,  and  in  case  the  Owner,  Master, 
or  Pilot,  &c.  having  charge  or  command  of  atiy 
Ship  or  Vessel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  Moor  or 
Unmoor,  or  remove  any  Ship  according  to  such* 
directions,  within  twelve  hours  after  notice,  given 
io  writing,  or  left  with  some  person  on  board  the 
Ship  or  Veisoel  for  that  puipose,  then  the  said  Har-^ 
bour-Masters,  and  their  assistants,  are  required  to 

m 

moor  and.  unmoor,  move  and  remove  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  and  the  charge  thereof  shall  be  repaid,  and 
a  sum  not  exceeding  loL  nor  less  than  5/.  for  each 
ofi^nc^,  :by  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Person  having 
charge  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel ;  and  in  cases  of  ob- 
struction or  hindrance,  the  person  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  10/»  nor  less 
than  5/.  and  such  orders  shall  in  no  respect  diminish 
the  responsibility  of  the  person  having  the  charge  of 
any  Ship  or  Vessel. 

•   ■  •  ■ 

SECT.  X. — Principal  Revenue  Regulations  on  a  Ship's 

arrival  at  the  Port  of  Discharge. 

By  the  Statute  1st  of  Elizabeth,  cap.  11,  Owners 
and  Masters  of  Vessels,  are  pmhibited  frotn  Lading 
or  Unlading;  Ships,  except  in  day-light  i  and-Attber 


laiicn  ;   ihe  n^me  of  the  B 
Ship;  tbc  Xti^ter's  Qsme,  an 
Ship  belongs  :  wi:h  a  true 
whether  Pdck,ed   or  Siuwed 
number  an  1  marks  of  cverv 
Cargo  is  contained,  ^which  n 
first  Ot?icer  u  ho  comes  on  bo 
the  Pan.) — And  Bulk  mii>E  t 
pvt  of  the  Cargo  Unhdcd. 
to  her  proper  place  ot  Discba 
autborijed  lo  Unlade  by  the 
CuMoms  under  a  Pcnakv  ot 
of  inevitable  necessity,  to  be  s 
sioncrs  l/  the  Customs. — Am 
hours  after  the  Ship's  arrirai,  t 
Oath  belore  the  Collector  ol 
Burden,    ar.d    tl;c    concents 
deliver  Itii  Manit'o^c,  under  a  1 
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SECT.  XI, — Principal  Revetine  Regnlutiwsl  ^^'  '^^CT 
relate  /o  Skips  taking  in  Cargoes  and  departing. 

By  the  Statute  1 2  Geo.  I.  cap.  28,  Goods  received 
on  board  of  any  Ship  on  which  Duties  arc  payable, 

or 

pid,  the  Master  or  person  having  the  charge  of  snch  Ship,  shall 
forfeit  iccA— By  9  Geo.  II.  cap.  ^^^  All  Goods  found  con- 
cealed on  board  of  any  Ship  after  the  Master  shall  have  made  hfs 
Report  at  the  Castom-house,  and  not  mentioned  in  said  Repoirr, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  said  Master  subject  to  a  Penalty  of  tieUe 
the  value.  .     . 

By  5  Geo.  IH.  All  Goods  found  concealed  in  any  Package,  or 
among  any  other  Goods  contained  therein,  at  any  time  after  the 
•ame  shall  iiave  been  sent  to  the  King's  Stores,,  and  which  shall  not 
have  been  within  twenty  days  after  the  first  Entr)'  duly  entered, 
and  the  Duties  paid  or  secured  ;  or  which  shall  be  found  concealed 
in  any  Package,  or  inclosed  in  any  of  the  Goods  therein  cont'aineci, 
which  shall  be  brought  on  Shore  by  S^^ial  Suficrancc,  or  order 
from  the  Customs  on  the  application  of  the  Proprietor,  and  shall  not 
be  specified  in  such  application,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited. 

By  21  Geo.  III.  If  the  Master  of  any  Vessel  shall  conceal 
or  auffer  to  be  concealed  by  his  Mate,  Seamen,  or  any  of  them  in 
any  part  of  such  Vessel,  or  in  any  Chest,  any  Ford|;n  Spirituous 
Liquors,  over  two  Gallons  for  each  Seaman  on  board  ;  or  any  Tea 
above  Six  Pounds;  or  Coffee  above  Nineteen  pounds;  or  if  the 
Master  shall  clandestinely  Impart,  or  sofiFer  to  be  clandestinely  Im. 
ported,  any  such  Foreign  or  Spirituous  Liquors,  or  any  other  Uiw 
customed  Goods  whatsoever,  whereby  the  Owners  become  liable  to 
any  Penalties,  or  the  Vessel  is  liable  to  be  forfeited ;  the  -Masti^r 
shall  not  only  forfeit  to  the  Owners  all  Wages  then  due,  but  also 
treble  the  value  of  the  Uncustomed  Goods  over  the  Penal  tit  §  to 
which  the  Master  shall  be  subject  by  any  Laws  now  in  force ; 
which  Penalties  of  treble  the  value  shall  go  to  the  Owner.  Mates 
or  Seamen  clandestinely  concealing  or  importing  any  Foreign  Spki- 
tuoos  Liquors,  over  Two  Gallons  for  each  Seam  in,  or  Tea-afiove 
Six  Pounds,  or  Coffee  above  Nineteen  Pounds,  shall  forfeit  all 
Wages  due.  by  the  Owners;  and  ici.  for  every  Galkm  of  Foreign 

Spirit; 
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or  which  are  protiibitcd  to  be  ex|iM-led  *ikfaaitti4 
Wamini  or  without  tlio  pnywiice  ot  an  OtTiccrof  the 
Cusuiuu  appointed  kx  that  purpoM-,  arc  ltnbt«  to 
be  Kittd  and  (orfeied.  And  by  26  Geo.  iti.  ca^ 
40.  Mttstcn  of  oum-atd-boundShijis,  arc  to  deli?i»- 
their  Cxrqupts  10  all  CusuxD-housc  Officers  on  de- 
mand ^  tt>ei'  inspection,  00  Penahy'pf  loo/.  and 
•■y  Goods  on  boacd  Dot  corresponding  with  die 
OoD^Uel^  VHv  be  sewed.  Nn  Goods  rniitlrci  M 
Aartocb  sir  10  be  sent  on  b^iAl,  tiniest;  accorg- 
f^mA  fcv  RewBoe  OAccxs,  or  pcraons'  licened)^ 

ihu  n— iiiiirr  rrf  it"*^-^ —  -     >•     -«• 

9f  the  aatnc  Aa,  no  SWp-Mai#rcan  ffarttoi 
igmH  ^  bcs  given  Bood  tiot  10  rc'utd  GqckU  fniuiiuf 
karir.  and  not  to  oppoK  the  Onkcr?  in  the  C 
is  the  execution  of  dicir  duty. 


wards  and  outwards,  and  aqfiwerj  upoo  Oath  ^  such 
questions  relattve  to  the  V(^age»  as  shall  be  put  to 
him  bv  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  on  his.  arrival 
or  departure,  under  the  penalty  of  lOOl.  .But,  such 
Hcport  is  not  to  subject  the  Master  of  any  Ship  to 
Additional  Fees. 

SECT.  ^WV—PKCgulaiiQm  respecting  Ballast  in  the 

River  Thames. 

All  Ship-mastcrB,  or  persons  having  the  charge  of 
Ships  for  the  time  being  on  the  River  Thames, 
having  Ballast  on  board,  are,  by  the  Act  of  0 
Geo.  II.  cap.  39,  prohibited,  under-the  pen^ty  of 
5\.  from  throwing  any  such  Ballast  into  the  River. 
And  the  same  Act  directs,  that  such  Ballast  shall,'  at 
the  expence  of  the  Owner  or  Master,  be  laid  orputon 
some  Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  River,  or  some  ground 
or  place  above' High  Watermark;  or  that  the  said 
Ballast  shall  be  discharged  into  the  Lighters  of  the 
Trinity  Corporation,  who  are  to  furnish  the  same,  on 
demand  being  made  (at  their  Office  on  Towcr-hlll)^ 
within  three  days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect  or  re- 
fusal, unless  occasioned  by  Tempestuous  Weather; 
for  which  service,  6d,  for  every  Ton  of  Ballast  re- 
ceived into  the  said  Lighter  shall  be  paid  to  the  Cor- 
poration for  the  use  of  the  Poor. 

BalJastfar  Outward-hwnd  Vesselsp 

And  by  the  same  Act,  and  the  Act  32  Geo  It  cap. 

16,  AH  Ship^masters  and  others,^  intending  to.^ip, 

as 


:\:,.i>; 


-w  c;  prcvc: 
»"   ^...    i..j..':tcr5,  and 
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Masters  may  appoint  the  Mate  or  any  other  person^ 
to  inspect  the  Lighter^s  depth  in  the  watcr^  for  which 
purpose  the  Ballast-  men  are  obliged  to  trim  such  8U5« 
pec  ted  Lighter,  and  to  pump  all  the  water  out^  so  as 
to  swim  at  equal  Marks  at  Stem  and  Stern  :  and  in 
case  of  obstruction^  the  Ballast-men  to  forfeit  5/. 

SECT.  XlV.—Re^uiaUons  to  be  attended  to  wJiiU 
Ships  are  in  the  Fort  of  Jyjndon. — 71?  prevent  Fin 
and  Confagraiion  hy  heating  Pitch,  &e. 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20,  "  If  any 
Master,  Ck)mmander,  or  other  Officer  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel,  or  any  other  person  on  board  the  same, 
shall,  while  such  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  lie  or  be  in 
the  River  of  Thames,  between  London  Bridge  and 
Blackwall,"  heaS  or  mehy  or  cause  or  permit  to  be 
heated  or  melted  by  Fire,  Logger  Heat,  Shot,  or 
any  other  thing  on  board  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel ; 
any  Pitchy  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallow,  Oil,  or 
other  Combustible  Matter  or  Things  :  every  person 
or  persons  so  oflending,  shall  for  such  Offence,  on 
conviclion  before  two  Justices,  forfeit  Five  Potrnds. 

ijar  In  this  case  the  Law  allows  no  power  of  Miti-^ 
gation. 

SECT.    1^ .-^Regulations  to   he  attended  to  while 
Ships  are  in  the  Port  of  London ,  respecting  Biwiboats. 

6y  the  act  of  2d  Geo.  I.  cap.  (>8,  No  Bum- 
boats  or  other  Boats  are  authorised  to  ply  on  the 
river    for  the  purpose  of   selling*  Liqubis,    Slops, 

Tobacco, 
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Rule  to  he  ohserved  in  Idd'mg  arid  discharging. 

3.  Every  Ship-master,  &c.  who  shall  suffer  Goods 
to  be  taken  in  or  heaved  out  of  his  Ship  without 
having  a  Sail  nailed  to  the  Sill  of  the  Port,  or,  (If  a 
small  Vessel)  to  the  Gunnel,  to  overhang  the  fide  of 
the  Lighter,  shall  forfeit  Twenty  Shillings. 

Obligations  on  Seamen  respecting  good  Heliaviour  and 

moral  (Conduct. 

4.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  corse,  or 
blaspheme  while  on  SMp  boards  shall  forfeit  Ont 
Shilling  to  the  Poor^s  Box^-^Bvery  Msiriner  who 
shall  get  drunk  shall  in  like  Manner  forfeit  One 
Shilling  to  the  Poor's  Box. — -Every  Mariiier  who 
shall  ht  obstmate  and  stubborn,  and  shaH  not  c^y 
the  Master's  lawful  Commandsy  oc  the  •  Mate's  or 
Boatswain's  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  Half  hiv 
Month's  Pay  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 

General  Obligations  on  all  Stamett  respecting  gotfd  Be- 
haviour and  Moral  Cottduct,  by  the  Statute  Law. 

5.  And  further  by  the  Act  of  the  2d  Geo.  If. 
cap.  36. — If  any  Seamen  shall  desert  oi  refuse  to 
proceed  on  the  Voyage,  after  having  signed  the  con- 
tract directed  by  Law^  he  shrfl  forfdt  alKthe  Wagerf 
due  to  him. — ^Extended  to  tlic  West-lndiar  Trade  by 
37  Geo.  ni.  cap.  73, 

Any  Seaman  thus  engaged  by  sigwmg  the  Con- 
tract,  wli©  shall  desert  or  absent  hinnsel^  ma)^  be  ap- 

P  P  pichended 
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Seamen  or  others  wilfully  damaging  or  destroying 
any  Vessel,  shall  by  the  same  Act  suffer  the  Punish- 
ment of  transportation. 

Seamen  or  others  who  shall  riotously  prevent  their 
fellows  from  working,  or  who  shall  obstruct  the 
lading  or  unlading^  or  the  sailing  of  any  Ship,  Ked^ 
or  Vessel,  or  forcibly  board  any  Ship  for  that  Purpose, 
shall  suffer  not  less  than  fix  nor  more  than  twelve 
Months'  Imprisonment. — ^Thc  second  Offence  is 
Transportation. 

EmhezzUng  Goods  in  Prize  Vessels. 

By  the  33d  Geo.  III.  cap.  66,  Any  Officer,  Seaman^ 
Mariner,  or  other  Person  who  shall  break  bulk  on 
board,  or  embezzle  any  Money,  Jewels,  Goods, 
Merchandise,  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Furniture  belonghig 
to  any  Prize ^  shall  forfeit  his  whole  Share  to  Green- 
wich Hospital,  and  treble  the  value  of  the  Property 
embezzled. 

Slealmg  in  General  from  Ships  on  navigable  Rivers. 

By  the  Act.  of  the  24th  Geo.  II.  cap.  25,  all 
Persons  who  shall  feloniously  steal  any  Goods  or 
Merchandise  from  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  Craft  or  Boat, 
in  any  navigable  River,  or  from  any  Wharf  or  Quay 
adjacent,  above  the  Value  of  Forty  Shillings,  or  shall 
be  present  and  assisting  therein,  shall  suffer  Death. 

For  Goods  of  a  less  Value  they  will  suffer  as  in 
Cases  of  Angle  Felony  and  Larceny. 

P  p  2  Ohligahons 


.  «gn  ail  Agreement,  declaring 
age,  (except  A[)prctitict:s)  or 
slmll  forfeit  5l.  per  man  tu  Gn 
on    tlic  iirrivyl  of  any  Veflcl 
the  Thitiucs,  (or  in  any  [lart 
Master  shall  pay  the  seamen  th 
clays  (and  wltliin  five  days  in 
afterilic  Vessel  is  entered  at  thi 
cc^ting  there  is  a  previous  A{ 
trary,)  or  at  the  time  of  the  dis 
such  penalties  as  may  be  due 
of  Laws. — Penalty  to  the  Masi 
above  ilie  w:ige«. 

Bv  ih.;  Alt  of  37  Of  a  Ul.  ca 
d,-sertio;i  of  Scamoii  in  tlic  West 
Masters  hiring  Scr:tTie:i  who  ha 
ot!icr  Shij);  irh-iir  a  j'etialiy  of  H 
prohibiteil  from  hiripf  Hcr»".-n 
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rolled  at  the  Custom- house,  where  the  Ship  clears 
out,  under  a  penalty  of  lOl. 

Within  ten  days  after  hier  ftrrtval  out,  and  home, 
the  Ship-Master  is  to  deliver  to  the  G>Uector  of  the 
Fort,  a  List  of  the  Crew  on  board  at  the  time  of 
clearing  out  from  the  Thames,  or  any  Fort  in  Great- 
Britain,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Ship^s  arrival  abroad, 
of  all  who  have  deserted  or  died,  and  the  wages  due 
at  their  death,  under  a  penalty  d[  50l. — And  Ship* 
Masters  also  incur  a  penalty  of  iOl.  for  refuang  to 
grant  a  Seaman  a  Certficate  of  discharge. 

For  the  purpose  of  inducing  Sailors  .  to  return  io 
Ships  from  Foneign  Farts,  and  to  prevent  their  turn- 
ing Pirates,  the  Act  of  8  Geo.  I.  cap.  24,  prohibits 
Masters  or  Owners  of  Merchant  Ships  from  paying 
to  any  Seamen  beyond  Seas,  in  money  or  effects, 
more  ihan  one  moiety  of  the  wages  due  at  the  time 
of  such  payment,  till  such  Ship  return  to,  Grreat- 
Britain,  or  Irebnd,  on  penalty  of  double  the  money 
paid. 

SECT.  XVII. — Fori  Regulations  respecting  the  West- 
htdla  Trade  J  established  by  the  Merchants. 

By  the  Regulation  of  the  West-India  Merchants 
trading  to  and  from  the  Fort  of  London,  bearing  date 
the  12th  June,  1789,  and  finally  confirmed, 
amended,  and  promulgated  oo  the  27  th  April,  1790> 
the  following,  among  other  roles  were  unanimously 
agreed  to,  and  established. 

1st.  That 
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their  contents,  and  that  they  repair  all  datnages 
done  to  the  casks  in  the  Lighters  before  the 
Lighters  quit  the  Ship. 
7th.  That  the  Captain  or  Mate  see  that  each  Lighter 
has  a  sufHcieiu  number  of  good  tarpaulins^  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  the  Sugar  Casks. 

Further  Resolutions  of  the  West-India  Merchants 
Trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  entered  into  and 
promulgated  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Marine 
Police  Institution,  in  June  1798. 

Af  a  General  Meeting  of 'the  WesUlndia  Merchants 
Trading  to  the  Fort  of  London^  held  at  the  Ma-^ 
rine  Society  s  Office^  the  IQ/A  andl&th  Jme^  1798.* 

"  Resolved  Unanimously,       1  QthJuney  1 798. 
^*  That    two  Marine   Police  Constables   be  ap- 
pointed to  each  Ship,  (properly  sworn  and  instructed, 

in 

*  Abstract  of  the  principal  Regulations  of  the  West  India  Mer- 
chantsj  settled  and  approved  by  a  General  Meeting  held  at  the 
Marine  Society's  Officei  on  the  19th  June^  1798,  specifying  the 
Conditions  under  which  the  Constables  and  Lumpen^  under  the 
Marine  Police  Institution^  should  enrol  themselves. 

CONSTABLES. 
I.  That  Marine  Police  Constables,  properly  sworn  and  insthicted, 
shall  Watch  the  West-India  Ships  under  discharge  :•— That 
they  shall  attend  the  Lighten  to  the  Quays,  and  continue  to 
Watch  the  Property  on  board  until  delii-ered  over  to  the  Qeay 
Guard : — That  they  search  all  Persons  on  leaving  the  Ship^ 
.  and  apprehend  all  delinquents^  and  bring  them  before  the  Ma« 
gisitatesi  whose  Instructions  they  are  bound  to  obey, 

LUMPERS. 


ni.  Th,~,i ... 
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up  to  die  Quayp  niitil  discharged^  »d  cany  all  Of- 
fenders before  ibe  Mtgistrataat  the  Marine  Police-^ 
Office."  V 

"  Resolved  Unanimously,  'iQthJune,  1798. 
'^  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Owners  and  Hus- 
bands of  West-India  Ships  and  their  Agents,  to 
have  their  cargoes  discharged  at  this  Port  by  means  of 
Lumpers,  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  Po- 
lice-Office, No.  (259,  Wapping  New-Stairs,  andthat 
the  Captains  of  all  West-India  Ships  be  instructed 
by  the  Owners,  &c.  to  grant  an  order  on  the  Ship*s 
Husband,  or  Agents,  for  the  amount  of  the  Dues 
for  discharging  their  respective  Cargoes,  and  such 
order  to  be  given  to  the  Clerk,  authorized  by  the 
Marine  Police  to  receive  the  said  Dues',  according  to 
the  Rates  which  have  been  settled  by  this  Meeting, 
and  which  will  be  produced  by  the  Clerk  of  the  said 
Marine  Police-Office.       James  Allen,  Secretary.** 

On  the  2d  July,  179B,  a  Circular  Letter^  in  the 
following  terms,  with  the  subsequent  Resolutibns, 
was  transmitted  by  the  Committee  of  West-India 
Merchants,  to  all  Importers  and  Ship-owners  in  the 
Port  of  London. 

XIT.  \\'hile  on  Ship4)oard,  the  ConsttUe»and  Lumpen  shall  \m' 
of  good  bchavioor.  and  do  their  duty  with  civilii)-,  and  ihcw 
all  proper  respect  to  the  Captain,  Officcn,  and  Crew. — And 
if  any  Person  quits  his  Doty  or  Work  withoucleare,  or  shall 
break  these  Conditions,  he  sha)l  foffcit  the  Wage*  irhich 
T/uuid  be  otherwise  due  to  him.      '•••  :!'   "' 

«  The 


railing  such  depreditioni 
"  municatc  them  to  you  thu 
"  your  determination  may  be 
**  upon  without  delay." 

The  Resolutions  are  as  folio 
"  Resolved, 

**  That  every  Captain  of  Oi 
bound,  do  Sleep  on  board  his  1 
ber  arrival  until  her  Cargo  be  c 
That  be  do  constantly  attend 
Ship's  Cargo  in  person,  except 
necessary  (or  him  to  be  at  the  > 
Counting- house  on  actual  bustn 

'*  That  where  it  is  convenici 
Hatchu'ays    to  the  between  £ 
open,  and  also  that  the  I^ssage 
Decks  be  closed  on  the  sides." 
"  Rbsolved, 

«  That  «..">,  i-"*-'       • 
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tlie  evenings  at  which  time  they  do  make  a  point  of 
being  present,  and  of  seeing  their  dress  carefully 
searched  for  concealed  sugar/* 

Farther  Resolution  of  the  JVest-huH'a  Merchanls^  of 

the  IQlhJidy^  1798. 

"  Rerolved, 
"  That  the  Masters  andALite8.of  West-India  Ships 
be  requested  to  give  a  Signed  List  of  the  number  and 
marks  of  the  Casks  and  their  Contents,  delivered 
from  th^  ship  into  each  Lighter  to  the  Constable  who 
attends  the  Lighter  to  the  Quay,  and  that  the  said 
list  be  afterwards  given  to  the  Superintendant  at  the 
Quays,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  enjoin  the  Quay 
Guards  to  attend  the  safe  landing  of  the  Casks  from 
Qoch  Lighten/' 

SECT.XVIIL — tUguhtions  respecting  Qiuiys,  JJliarfs^ 

and  JVItarfiugers. 
By  the  Statute  of  13  and  14  Charles  IL  cap.lj,  It 
is  enacted,  that  if  any  Keeper  of  any  Wharf,  Crane, 

f 

or  Quay,  or  their  Servants,  shall  knowingly  suffer  tobc 
takpn  up  or  landed,  or  shall  ship  ofr,  or  suffer  to  be 
water-borne,  fromtheirWharfs,  &c.  any  goodsprohi- 
bited, orwhcrcof  any  dutiesarc  payable,  without  theprc- 
sence  of  the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  or  at  times  not 
appointed  by  Law,  or  Goods  passing  by  Certificates, 
Waste,  Coquet,  or  otherwise,  without  notice  given 
to  His  Majesty's  Officers,  every  such  Wharfinger 
p^rfcits  lOOl.  and.  if  any  Goods  shall  be  taken  from 

the 
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-  cr.'ried  on  board  any  Shipoutward- 
-.,;t  f.t'  any  Ship  arriving  from  Fo- 
wl 2  Warrant  antl  Prc^incc  of  an 
_-:.i:-5,  5>;ch  Boat  sSall  be  fort'eiied, 
-.    cr   ar.y    ?.I.ir;:icr    cf  anv  Ship, 
.-   :'i.;v.':nff   thereto,  shall  Forfeit  the 
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Receipts  for  the  same,  if  required ;  and  every  Barge- 
Master  is  to  lade  and  forward  the  same  according 
to  the  Priority  of  the  Entry  in  the  Wharfinger's 
Book,  without  any  undue  Preference,  except  in 
case  of  Groods  of  a  perishable  Nature,  under  Pe* 
nalties  not  exceeding  51.  or  less  than  20s. 

SECT.  XJX.— Respecting  the  Hiring  of  Seamen. 

•By  the  Statute  2  Greo.  II.  cap.  36,  It  is  incumbent 
on  every  Ship-Master,  or  other  Person  hiring  Sea-* 
men,  that  they  require  such  Seamen,  after  they  are 
entered  Three  Days,  if  in  Foreign  Trade,  or  imme^ 
diately,  in  the  G>asting  Trade,  to  Sign  an  Agree- 
ment, declaring  the  Wages  and  the  Voyage.  Ship- 
Masters  taking  Mariners  to  Sea  (except  Apprentices) 
without  such  an  Agreement,  shall  forfeit  5l.  per 
Man  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

And  by  the  same  Statute,  Ship- Masters  arriving 
in  any  Port  of  Great- Britain  shall  pay  their  Seamen, 
if  in  Foreign  Trade,  within  30  Days,  and  in  ^ive 
Days  if  in  the  Country  Trade,  after  the  Vessels  being 
entered  at  the  Custom-house. 

ffJ'See  Section  XVI.  respecting  the  Ojf.tncts  com* 
mitted  by  Seamen^  pages  577,  578. 

SECT.  XX. — Respecting   Encroachments   ai$d    Nui^ 

sances  on  the  River  Thames. 

The  Watcr-Bailiff  (for  the  time  being),  acting 
under  the  Authority  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  Cop- 
servator  of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Medway,  and  of 

every 


Ereetmi;   //;;,.  .<-,     V*  7-'" 

'""""""""■"ff^.r.yof.it 
"™cr,.cd,„ra„yo.herC 

f™<*">™   V  Indictment 

01  Conviction. 

.    ^'"^  -i"  of  «  Geo.  ir  , 
>mpom,„p„,,.^p  ■ 

R"er.  and  directing  ,ta,i,, 
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or  out  of  any  Barge  or  Lighter^  forfeits,  on  convic- 
tion, 40s. 


Under  the  foregoing  heads  will  be  found  the 
leading  features  of  the  most  prominent  Rules  and 
Regulations,  which  either  apply  locally  or  generally 
to  the  Port  of  London. 

In  cases  where  a  more  full  explanation  is  found 
necessary,  by  a  reference  to  Acts  of  Parliament, 
an  Index  is  here  furnished  to  such  Statutes  as  relate 
immediately  to  the  Penaltes  which  ought  to  be 
avoided,  and  to  Offences  which  are  meant  to  be 
controlled. 

If  the  'Compendium  thus  offered  to  the  attention 
of  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  and  to  the  Pub- 
lic at  large,  shall  prove  useful  as  a  Directory ;  where- 
by Penalties  and  Forfeitures  may  be  avoided  by  a 
due  attention  to  the  Laws  and  Regulations  made  for 
the  good  Government  and  Security  of  the  Trade  of 
the  River  Thames,  and  for  the  general  Benefit  of  the 
Navigation,  Commerce,  and  Revenue  of  the  Port 
of  London,  the  object  of  the  Author  will  be  fully 
accomplished,  and  the  time  and  pains  he  has  be- 
stowed in  digesting  and  forming  these  Regulations, 
amply  rev/arded  in  the  good  effects  they  may  pro- 
duce. 


Concluding 


And  alio  by  a  more  geiiera 
existing  pcml  Siatutcs  rclativi 
in  parlieular,  and  to  nuiuicul  , 

The  last  of  tbcsc  objects  I 
in  tSc  general  and  interesting  i 
the  most  important  Laws  and  i 
penal  Police,  3S  tlic)-  relate  to  ^ 
anil  Kevt-nue. 

For  tlieaccomplislimcnt  of  t 
diate  advantngca  which  arc  u 
permanent  the  system  of  Ful 
funned,  and  so  successfully  carrii 
Legislature  must  be  resorted  to. 

Of  the  importance  of  the  ol 
form  a  true  estimate.  Next  to 
and  apprqiriate  Laws  to  promot 
comfort  of  society,  is  the  estab 
regulated  Police  to  curry  such  I 
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and  Merchandise  amounts  to  the  enormous  value  of 
Seventy  Millions  Sterling,*  floating  inwards  and 
outwards  in  the  course  of  a  Year. — ^Where  13^400 
Ships  and  Vessels  arrive  and  depart  within  the 
same  period,  while  no  less  than  1^2,500  Vessels  of 
all  descriptions  form  the  aggregate  number  in 
this  Trade  of  unparalleled  magnitude,  employing 
above  Fifty  Thousand  Individuals  in  various  nautical 
pursuits,  it  would  seem  evident  that  a  permanent 
Police  applicable  to  this  object,  alone  must  be  a  desidc- 
tum,  in  the  attainment  of  which  is  involvejl  the 
security  of  Commercial  Property,  against  Fraud  and 
Depredation ;  the  Improvement  of  the  Public  Re^ 
venue ;  the  Preservation  of  the  Privileges  oi  In- 
nocence ;  and  the  Renovation  of  the  Morals  and 
Habits  of  the  present  and  future  Grenerations  engaged 
in  pautical  Pursuits  on  the  River  Thames. 

*  See  Page  23, 
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Licensed  Keepers  of  Bumboats.— i8o6. 


M.  of 

Boats.  hfAmfU 

1.  Edward  Martin      •  • 

2.  Peter  Hunter     •     .  • 

3.  David  Mitchell       •  ; 

4.  Thomas  Green     .  • 

5.  James  Irving     •     •  , 

6.  Jajnes  Wtden   »     •  . 

7.  HcnryThornc   .    .  • 

8.  Richard  Rounsen   •  • 

9.  Henry  Ford    •   .    •  • 
to.  John  Smith     •     • 

I.  John  Ross    •     .     ;  • 

[2.  Blake  Robinson     . 

:3.  William  Williams  .  . 

[4.  Sarah  Aiken     •     •  • 

[5.  Charles  Fetcher     .  • 

[6.  John  Crighton  Walker, 

7.  H^nry  G^ely     •     •  • 

[8.  John  Read   .... 

[9.  James  Fielder   .    •  . 

ftb.  Thomas  Aldis   •    •  • 

21.  William  Slade   .    •  • 

2a.  Thomas  Laidler    . 

23.  John  Thomas  •     .  • 

24.  David  Cromarty    .  . 

25.  Henry  Nelson  •    •  . 

26.  Peter  Isbister    .     •  . 


Rfsldence^ 
Gravesend. 

QueenVhead-alley,  Wapping. 
Stc  Catharine's. 
Narrow-street,  Limehouse. 
Ship-street,  Wapping. 
Stone*staiiis,  RatcIiflSi. 
Woolwich. 
Shad  well. 
St.  Catharine's. 
Cherry  Garden. 
Shadwcll. 
Rotherhithe. 
Cherry  Garden. 
Love-lane,  Shadwell* 
Shadwell. 
Limehouse. 
ShadwelU 
Greenwich. 
GreenhithCk 
Limehouse. 

Trinity-yard,  Ratclifie. 
Shadwell  Dock. 
Trinity-yard,  Ratclifft. 
New-street,  Shadwell. 
Shadwell  Dock. 
RatdifFe  Crofs. 


Ra 


AV; 


0\ty 
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A^/.yj. 

Rri'iJncf. 

..  .  ,  ?r-r      .      . 

.    RoiWhlthc. 

.,1., 

j..- ., 

:  NjJ;'.11s    .     .     . 

Grctimich. 

;■/■ 

.!ii;;-S'«'     •     • 

.     Triniiy-vard,  Ratcliflfc. 

1).. 

:,i  ^an.itTs   .     .     . 

,     Middle  Shadwell. 

J!- 

D.. 

■;■!  .Ma-.ke!u:c  .    . 

.     Gravesend, 

■\^- 

I',u 

rj-'tiiisoa   ■     ■     ■ 

,     SSjk<pc3i«>wa1Ie. 

i'y 

Csii 

iibiiit  Bowren   .    . 

Green»ic!i. 

%4- 

'iii: 

\:r:\iy  Donnovan 

.    Limchouse. 

jv 

i\;. 

;■  Moi,at     .      . 

.     RatcIilTe  Crofs. 

-■.'>■ 

T[.< 

',-!jB  Mllitr     , 

.     Shakspcarc's-wJk. 

.r- 

.1.1. 

:,  Aw^mA     .       .      . 

Limehousc. 

UuMiiniion    . 

.i9' 

It. 

1.1  Mills     ,     .     , 

.     Wiltililre-Unt.EistSmilWie; 

J.-- 

(;<■ 

r,V.-WaHa.o     . 

.     fJravL-send. 

41. 

(; . 

It;.:  Ifardini;     . 

.     I'niintaiii-stain. 

+^- 

Hw 

Ii;!rj  JVIaynaril  . 

di'lta. 

LICENSED  JfXJJiVLQfiX  ^^£^BR8.  §1% 

Boats.  Namn.  fl^iUifnce. 

^9*  Jafi;^s  Stratum  •    ;  •  Greenwich, 

60.  James  Nealc     .    p  .  St.  Cathaaocls*iaWt.  • 

6i.  John  Wells   .   •     •  .  -Jlothcrhithe. 

*  62.  Nathaniel  Brown    •  •  ditto. 

63.  John  Simmons   •    •  •  Gravescnd* 

64.  Peter  Branburg  •   •  •  King-stairsy  Rpcbcxiuthfi*     \^ 

65.  Robert  Moor    .   •  •  •  Limehquse* 

66.  William  Bradley    r  •  Raynhamf  fjwz. 

67.  William  Murphy   •  •  St.  C^th^ine's^ 

68.  Thomas  Hill   •   •   ^  •         .   ifi^tOm  .t   : 

69.  William  Bristow   .•  •  RotherhitUs^'fiUift* 

70.  Patrick  Conaghtpn  .•  .  Trinity-fyaid,  fttfd^. 

71.  Robert  Grace   •   •  •  •  St.  .Cgithitrioe'ilTllUMK* 

72.  Thomas  Berry    •    t.  ;  Hern)iti|ge« 

73*  Daniel  Nowlan...   ^  •  St..Cgtharine!f*                         i 

74.  James  StafFord    ,    •    •  BroadUstreet,  Bj^tcWfGs*         ,   : 

75.  John  BurgCES  ..    .  •  •  'Tonity-yardt  fotgli^    ' 

76.  Joseph  Hornsby  •   •  r  Sh^lcfpeaiie^'ivayu                      : 
77. 'Joseph  Pyckes    •    •   •  Woqlwich. 

78.  William  Smith   .    ...v'     .  #//p.  _    r 

79.  William  Cochott  ♦   :f.;jKing.-staii:$,  iRothtrbithe;     « 

80.  Thomas  Byrne  .*.•».     Nc.w-^tr^et,  ShaiviclL 

81.  Leonard  Johnsoi^    »,  •     Gi;^vesend« 

82.  Henry  Gibson  •  •  •  .     Crjxt\wkh* 

83.  Robert  Plemmi^^  .^  •-    Stotnc-^tairs..  * 

84.  Robert  Fox  ....•••    Shiidyvell  Dock*     « 

85.  Walter  Walker   .   ••  •.  Narrow.- Swot. 

86.  Thomas  Nora)9a  •    «   lJBe(inoDdfc^«       ^ 

87.  Charles  Stewart  .•.  •  •    Shadwell  Dock.    / 

88.  George  Stroughts  •,  •  •    RatclifFe  Csqb*  .  -<-  : 

89.  Thomas  Ypiu^g..*,  ..  •    WapyiAg.  -  •  %i 

90.  Jag>6|C4^rll  t    ..  ^ 

. .  R  R  «  No^ 


97*  WiUiun  CnidiB  .  .  . 

9S.  Richird  Tnnicr  .  .  . 

99.  Richard  Huier  .  .  . 
1*0.  WilUun  Wdfot  .  .  . 
lei.  Sunuel  Spooner  .  .  . 
101.  Aluander  Bennitt  .   . 

103.  Edwairi  Brawn   .    .   . 

104.  William  Clementa  .  . 
ie5>  John  Munni  .... 
te6.  HeiKjp  Fottsr  .... 

107.  Thoinu  CoUini  ...    Mil 

108.  Daniel  Lamberd  .  .  .    Gra 

109.  John  Tunwr  .   .   ,   .  ■ 
tio.  William  Jame*  .    ,  .    Gik 

111.  AndrewGatn   ....    Giai 

112.  John  Whitt  .... 
SI3.  Danict  Moor  .... 
»I4«  Anthony  Hopkini  »    .. 

lis-  Mil« Jewel 

116.  James  Bate 

^17.  BunaidWittoa  ...    Woo 


I.ICENS9D  9IJ]f90Aflfr-S|nprSM. 


QMT 


Namef% 

Rnkkwti. 

Wilson    t    •   • 

Rothcrhithe.         '   « •  -  •  ' 

Dowley  •  •  • 

Salisbury-sMeti  Rodiiillithft  ^ 

venson  Brandeny 

Gravesend. 

;  Lamb  .  •  •  • 

Wapping.                            :j 

Redmond  •  •  • 

Tower  Hill.                       - 

• 

Cruden    •  *   • 

Gravesend'                          *:^; 

istram  •   •   •  • 

Lower  Shadwell*                  ^ 

ts  Confer   •   t  . 

Bouking,  EsKX.                   ; 

IS  Beattie  •   •  • 

ShadwelL                         -     :; 

Devcreux  •     . 

Queen^street,  Linkhouiei'   ^-^ : 

lin  Plummeridge 

Horslydomit 

Butcher   •   •   • 

Northfleett  Kent«                   : 

:e  Looby  •  ,    » 

Spring.8treet»  Slmbrdl.   . 

Byrne  •  •  •  »  » 

dith. 

IS  Wilmott   ,   . 

Gravesend. 

w  Devorix  •    • 

Middle  Shadwdl, 

lb  Dennett    •   • 

Gravesend^ 

:  Buike   •  •  .   • 

ShadweU.                             "    : 

m  Haycock  •   • 

Shad  Thamei* 

yOft     •     •    »    ,1     • 

Gravesend. 

^orstcr  .   f   f   9. 

Woolwich. 

:  Lawlcr   •    ,   • 

St.  Catharint'Sf 

d  Harvey  .•  ^  • 

dith, 

•  • 

d  Rony  •  .^  .  . 

ShadwelU 

Scalllon  •  •  »  • 

diito. 

A^ood    •    i^  •    • 

Bermondsey 

-arge 

.  Rotbeihithf . 

Dawson  •   p   f   • 

Shadwdlt 

s  Redmond  •  •  • 

^itto. 

as  Tcrney  ^  .  ^ 

Ratclifie, 

L  Conner  •  .«  •  • 

Shadwf  1|.           '          ^       : 

r  Kenscllo  •  ,  . 

dht9.                         '     •■ 

Rawlings  •  .  •  • 

* 

Graveseodf 

No. 
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Ko.  III. 

■',■  Ctmmitlt*  af  frtsl-India  ttttrthatdt  Uthi 
■    (;.:'i/rs   of  S':ps,    Irjifrij  frtit   tot   f!'ta- 

!:!.f  cf  Wc-'t  Ir:i;;i  M'.r:bant5,  find-ng  every 
!i   tlitv  '-.xin  su^^L-iir;!,  anJ  cviry   Kspedicr.t 

■■  nilf^pvd,  in'-'r-tiul  M  i!;-:;!!  iKc  enormous 

M-hiJi  the  horr..-.*;r^-!ioim.I  Orgoes  of  W«t. 
a:;i:i..!!y  Mil-ji-t  lii  liic  Rlvir  't  haines,  are! 
li.-  'r'.ii'ii;^  'i  i.i'i'  irmtcictl  in  a  »cr)-  alarming 
:"l' ■i:-;  liic  inn  icM  •>!  ihc  ^ijnier  and  the 

:  ■!  •\>x\  iif  rii'.-  Siiii'-Ow;:er  and  ihi;  KcvcnuCi 
;..  hi;-  N;.!j  :l>'s  M  i!;>t.-:s  a  PJjit  oi"  Police 
:  \\t  '\.z  IVr:  o:'  I,o:\'.o!i,  iji  whidi  \li«  er.agy 


With  this  piirticukkr  vi^w  it  has  been  determined,  that  a 
Marine  Police  Office  shall  be  forthwith  cstaUished  at  No.  259^ 
Wapping  Kew-Stairs»  being  as  near  as  possible  the  Centre- 
PQiQt  where  the  Ships  usually  dischargci-rafid  that  thore^  sh^U 
))e  two  distinct  Departments  comprehended  within  die  Insti- 
tuuoni  namely, — 

•  i5t.  A  Police  Department  wlicrc  Magistrates  shall  preside 
for  the  purpose  ofify  of  taking  cognizance  of  Offences  committed 
on  the  Ri^^er  and  its  vicinityt  and  to  which  s^hall  be  attached  a 
superintending  Magistrate,  a  resident  Justice,  a  Cierk,  a  Chief 
Constable,  and  Fifty  Petty  Constables,  to  be  increased  to  a 
tiundred  if  occasion  require. 

2nd.  A  Department  for  Lumpers,  to  which  will  be  attached 
a  Superintendant  of  Lumpers,  a  Cashier  to  receive  the  Liim|^ 
tng-dues  from  the  Owners  pf  each  Ship,  and  pay  WagtrSj— a 
CoUecting-Cterk,  apd  perhaps  a  Book- Keeper* 

3rd.  That  the  resident  Magistrate  shall  sit  every  Day,  Mom- 
^iag  and  Evening.  (Sundays  excepted,)  and  shall  particularly 
direct  his  attention  to  the  means  of  detecting  and  punishing 
Delinquents  and  preventing  Crimes. 

4lhb  That  the  Constables,  besides  the  ordinary  duty  attaclied 
to  their  situation,  shall  act  as  Watchmen,  properly  armed,  pn 
board  each  Ship  under  Discharge.     They  shall  be  selected 
from  -the  best  men  that  can  be  found ;  and,  to  prevent  any 
corrupt  practices,  will  be  occasionally  changed  from  Ship  to 
Ship.     The  duty  of  these  Constables  will  be  to  search  all 
Lumpers  when  they  go  on  Shore  in  the  Evening,  and  to  appre^ 
-hend  and  bring  to  Justice  every  person  discovered  conveying 
any  Article  clandestinely  out  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel  cpmmittqi 
to  their  charge.     That  they  shall  be  visited  Morning  and 
Evening  by  the  Chief  Constable,  who  shall  see  that  each  Petty 
CcMisuble  executes  the  duty  assigned  him ;  and,  if  not,  to 
report  his  conduct  to  the  superintending  or  resident  Mi^trate* 

that 


UK  ayatm,  and  without  which 
wm  be  completdj  naated  fron 
■nd  disgraceful  Depredations  n 
which  hu  trisen  out  of  ilic  presej 
•els.  It  ii  therefore  proposed  ti 
niinous  and  dcjtiuctivc  to  the 
diahaige  Weit-India  Ships  by  mi 
be  attached  to  the  Mwine-Polire  ! 
be  employed  in  rotation,  and  vi 
fcotrd  the  Ship,  under  a  reputable 
'Farafntn,  who  shall  be  answerat 
4i>pich  of  Shipt.  But,  great  as 
may  unqtrestionabiy  be  expected 
i«  success  will  depend  on  the  siipj 
Owners  as  well  as  the  Merchaii 
closely  to  this  new  Insiirmion ;  an 
confcrm  to  the  Rules  established  k 
in  the  River;  and  to  dischar^ 
{.umpen  than  thote  who  arc  regisi 
Establishment. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  tha 
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dered*  will  thercTore  be  a  clear  profit  to  the  Ship ;  and. 
estimating  this  Depredation  at  the  very  low  rate  of  a  |  Cwt.  of 
Sugar  per  Hogshead,  it  is  obvious*  that  the  saving  to  Ship* 
Owjaers,  in  the  Port  of  London  only,  will,  in  One  Year* 
;iaiount.  to  upwards  of  ^.10,000,  on  the  single  Article  c£ 
Sugar  imported,  exclusive  of  other  Merchandise. 

The  Merchants  and  Ship-0\vners«  interested  in  the  prcn- 
perity  of  the .  West-India  Trade  and  the  Port  of  London* 
are  therefore  invited  to  aiford  their  utmost  assistance  in  giving 
effect  to  this  nevv  and  useful  Establishti>cnt«  by  entering  into  a 
Resolution  to  discluurge  their  Ships  only  by  means  of  Lumpen 
registered  at  the  Marine  Police-OflScc.  •  It  is  therefore 
earnestly  requested,  that  all  Merchants*  Ship-Owners*  in 
the  West-India  Trade,  or  Agents  for  Ship-Owners,  who 
approve  of  this  Institution*  and  who  are  desirous  of  ^ving  it 
effect*  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  superintending  Magis- 
*trate  at  the  Marine  Police-Office*  No.  259,  Wapping  New* 
Sttir^  by  Letter  or  personally*  as  soon  as  possible,  that  it  majf 
ke  precisely  known  who  are  to  be  considered  as  disposed  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  Institution*  and  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefits  which  it  holjds  out* 

Q9mmittee'Roomt  Marint'SocUlf  ^ 
OJici,  June  26,  1798. 


>io. 


ArrB.voix,  «0.  IV. 


Ml  i  ■ ./  ,1  M.,!'.-:g  if  the  Camia'ilUt  if  l/luf -India  Mtr- 
.'..,;.■, /i'.Vu.'  -'l  Marinc-Stcitlj't  O^tf.in  Biikapigtlt' 
S-'.,lt  i-.  /'/■i..',-y  tl>e  izd  af  'jam,  1799:  aataiting 
J'\}liin:il:r:'  Olncnuthni,  rrlativt  la  the  F.ffttI  ef  iht 
M-i'lne  i'iU.t  Sys/em,  and  PnfisitUns  Jar  dhchargiit^ 
I  'c'srh,  iiiiii  pr.tiillno  the  CargMt  and  ih*  Tackli,  Jffartl, 
,iui  Sl'.r/s,  ^f  tt'tit- India  Shift,  ufsn  a  Plan  adiantagnut 
(,/,■,/  uti'uf...!-.!}  !}  all oncenud. 


lull  di  1I1C  MariiiL-.Ss'jiLi)'^  Olficc,  in  Bish(y.^^{e-Street«  ou 
irnl.ij  the  2S1I1  of  jv:riC,  1799. 

Ml-  Colq^:h'iun,  supcrjuccnding  M^istraie  of  the  Mvim 
Pulkc  OtBi'i-,  bid  buuic  the  Meeting  a  Repwi,  t:anta'>niiig:$^ 
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ArnrxDix,  ifo.  ir.  big 

'  Matinc  PoRce  Office,  be  printed  and  sent  to  t^c  Merchants 
and  Ship-Owners,  trading Trom  the  West-Indies  to  the  Port 
of  London."   '^ 

The  Marine  Police  Office,  established  in  June  1798,  has  1 
two-fold,  object :  To  proems  a  speedy  and  regular  discharge  of 
West- India  Ships  by  registered  and  approved  Lumpers,  under 
the  control  of  the  Offtde ;  and  to  pibtcct  the  Property  in  every 
itage  of  fhe  Discharge,  from  the  moment  the  Ship  arrives  at  her 
Moorings  to  the  final  delivery  of  the  Goods  at  the  King's 
Scam,  by  means  of  a  Civil  Force  attached  to  the  Police 
Department, 

The  efficacy  of  the  System  adopted  for  the  attainment  of 
thcie  ends  being  universally  admitted,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge 
opon  it :  To  the  expence  only  attending  its  execution  objections 
have  been  started ;  and  0)fi  tltis  score  much  misconception  and 
unjust  prejudice  have  prevailed.  1  he  amount  of  the  Rates,  as 
settled  last  year  by  the  West-India  Committee,  has,  in  some 
instances,  been  complained  of  as  an  exorbitant  chai^  for  Lump- 
ing ;  and  in  others,  as  a  stitl  more  unreasonable  remuneration 
for  Protection  from  Plunder :  But  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
both  these  services  are  iiKluded  in  the  charge,  and  it  is  prcsnmed 
are  effected  without  any  incretscd  expcncc  to  the  Ship-Ownri- ; 
who,  on  the  contrary,  derives  protection  for  his  Ship,  her  Tackle, 
and  Stores,  from  the  River  and  Quay  Guards,  to  which  expence 
he  contributes  nothing. 

The  Lumping  Rates  have  been  ultimately  settled  on  the 
lowest  Terms,  for  which  honest  labour  can  be  procured  for 
daily  wages.  A  Ship- Owner  could  not  therefore  obtain  it  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  unless  in  cases  where  an  adequate  indemnification 
for  the  abatement  <:an  be  obtained  by  the  Plunderage  of  tlie 
Cargo.  The  remainder  of  the  ex^nce  incurred  for  JSbip- 
Constables  cannot  be  deetaed  kn  additional  burden,  sinoe  those 
&rnishfid  by  the  Office  ait  only  efficient  Substitutes  for  very  in« 

efficient 


' t  '"'liijcioi  ro  lump  out, 

lemimmre  thcui'clvcs  by  Pli,„d„ 
fort.  dot.  .•.o;co.niido,i,p<^il,fc„ 
llKexpcr.«  of  ivorting  0.11  a  Ship 
tnl  Splom.,  by  .  amp|.  „f^^^ 
.pca,vcB,lU,,e,,l„,.,„„„,j„j 
D.«.,  „„v  „,„■„!  „i,|,  ,^^  Lump„ 
■re  carefully  pi.„»^,  ,1,^^.  „,,,  |^  ^^ 
>nd  tisntmiiat. 

Il«ppci„  to  ,hi,  Mttlbg.  ft„„  ,1 

k""  produced,  ,hal  lhi„y-.ig|„  i^;, 

pur-iofConractorsforlompi^^ 

viomtoiheEsrablUhmtotofrhcMa 
emploicd  foremen  4  j,j,  ,„,;      ^^^ 

■""  '™t'  "Idorn  .iicnJed  in  p„« 
Tlut,  under  ilie  Ne„  System,  ,i„ 
Lirmper,,  who  either  constamly  alien 
"  """ '""''«»  »  »uperinlend  the  Lab. 
»ere  taken  into  the  employment  of  the 
•wora  and  imttocted,  bciidei  twenty 
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The  remainiag  fifteen  were  either  excluded  as  impure  chanic« 
tersy  or  declined  the  employ ment,  either  from  a  dtead  of  th« 
consequences  of  the  oath  of  fidelityi  and  the  control,  or  from  the 
encouragement  given  them  by  those,  who  did  not  or  would  not* 
see  the  advantages  held  out  to  them  by  the  Institution.  Tbe 
new  Master  Lumpers  have  been  in  draining  for  a  year  \  and»  as 
they  usually  work  along  with  the  Labourers  they  employ,  and 
are  tied  down  by  specific  rules  and  an  oath  of  fidelity,  besides 
the  direct  control  of  the  Surveyors,  this  Meeting  is  o\  opinion, 
that  they  are  likely  not  only  to  be  able  to  work  at  a  cheaper  rate* 
but  also  to  conduct  the  operations  of  the  Discharge  with  more 
purity,  and  with  a  greater  attention  to  the  interest  of  those,  who 
are  concerned  either  as  Ship-Owners  or  Proprietors  of  the  Car* 
goes.  The  average  Expence  on  two  hundred  and  eleven  Ships 
worked  out  under  these  Master  Lumpers  appean^  from  the 
Documents  producedat  this  Meeting,  to  have  been  31/.  l6i.  icdm 
per  Ship,  which  does  not  seem  to  warrant  the  opinions  which 
have  been  formed  of  the  great  increase  of  expence  attached  to 
the  New  System  ^  nor  is  it  £iir  to  impute  to  this  System  those 
unavoidable  charges,  which  may  have  arisen  from  the  delays 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  Light<:rs  and  the  crowded  state  of 
the  Quays;  a  Contingency,  which  nothing  but  extended  Coa«> 
veniences  can  remove.  The  Qi^iestion  submitted  by  this 
Meeting  to  Ship*Owners,  and  to  the  Trade  at  larg?,  is,-** 
*•  WhcihcT,  all  circumstances  coHsidfred,  the  expence  is  not  as 
''  moderate  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  as  a  proper  remu* 
"  neration,— not  for  criminal  but  honest  Labour  f**  And  wbe« 
ther,  after  the  great  labour  which  has  been  bestowed  in  systema* 
fixing  this  Design,  and  in  forming  a  new  class  of  men,  more^ 
likely  (from  personalattentioo,  and  from  being  under  control) 
to  conduct  this  branch  of  the  business  of  the  Port  with  honesty 
and  oecoDomy,  it  is  not  decidedly  the  interest  of  Ship  Owner:-, 
as  Guardians  of  the  Property  of  their  Employers,  to  attach 
themselves  to  an  institution,  where  a  Chain  of  Ptotectioo  is 

established^ 


ricignicis  in  (KrmitiH^  tne  f  rq 
tobc  opeo  to  DcpiciLition,  whiL 
accessible. 

for  the  puqxMc  ihcrefore,  of  at 
10  reniQvc  from  the  minds  ol'all 
to  the  Institution,  from  the  cxcni 
the  Dcptcdalions,  which  have  a 
ConcLrns  aiid  the  Floating  Wa 
ThamcSf  the  following  Pioposi: 
9cd  Ship-Owners: 

I.  That  Master  Ltitnpers,  on: 
bands  or  their  Agents,  will  be 
Officer  of  the  Institution  who  n 
with  whom  the  Parties  applying 
own  agreements,  either  on  the  Tc 
Diies  already  mentioned,  or  as  m 
with  the  betieSi  of  the  Protection 
Rich  Master  Lumpers,  who  shal 
A»om  to  fidelity,  and  placed  under 
the  prices  agreed  on  for  specific  La 
and  that  two  Constables  are  also  : 


.  II.  That  do  depoMCk^  ax.  per  Tfo»  wben  ftny  SlMp  i(  dmi 
placed  under  the  Protection  of  the  Office,  the  Owners  will  be 
i«lteved  of  the  trouble  of  (laying  the  Lumpers  weekly*  whicb>  in 
most  iottancesy  will  be  necessary  where  Master  Lumpers,  ara 
danployed^  who  per&mn  the  work  tbemtelves  \  awl .  who,  oii 
this  account,  will  deserve  a  preference,  although  they  mijr  be 
unable  to  advance  money  till  the  work  is  ftnishcd* 

III.  In  all  cases  where naoney  is  deposited,  a  faithful  account 
shall  be  kept  of  the  Same ;  and  an  exact  statement  of  pay** 
inents  and  didxttsfcnaents  furnished  each  Sfa^'s  Hushaod  after 
the  Dischai^,  containing  a  specific  statement  or  account  of  die 
advances  Co  Mastisr  Lumpers  and  Constables^  and  the  sumi 
paid  to  each  on  a  final  settlement,  (unless  Ship's  Huebands 
should  ctgnify  a  wish  to  make  such  fkial  settlement  them* 
aehrea^  And,  in  consideration  of  the  expence  of  Officers  and 
Clerks f  who  must  be  eihployed  in  this  Department,  to  ^ngugt 
Lumpers,  ddjust  Accounts^  and  attend  to  the  genersl  deisil  ofibe 
Business,  z  charge  only  of  five  per*  cent,  on  the  whole  money  dis* 
bursed  shall  be  made,  and  the  exact  balance,  as  the  case  may  be* 
cither  paid  or  received,  so  as  to  render  it  clear  to  DemonstrsF- 
tion,  that  no  benefit  whatsoever  rests  with  tlie  Institution,  inas« 
much  as  the  five  percent,  on  the  Disbursements  wiU  be  mocB 
than  exhausted  by  the  additional  salaries  to  Officers  and  Cleri^St 
and  other  expences  which  would  not  be  incurred,  independent 
of  the  Discharging  System. 

I V.  In  cases  where  Ships'  Husbands  may  not  incline  to  plaoe 
their  Ships  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Office,  itis  s^ 
commended  to  them  to  attend  particularly  to  the  Police  Rates, 
which  have  been  found,  by  experience,  to  afford  only  a  fair  m* 
muneration  to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  performing  a  past  of 

*  the  labour  themselves.  Where  separate  agreements  are  nude, 
it  is  recommended  that  the  parties  contracting  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  having  their  names  registered,  and 
of  being  swom  to  Fidelity.     This  will  cost  nothing,  while  it 

may 


UKOf  alult  be  entitled  to  the  b 
iupectitN)  of  the  Boat  Suneyon 
ilto  to  the  auiitaiKc  of  mch  Siir 
in  occasionally  overlooking  the  ] 
in  pfomoting  whitever  may  cor 
fUch.  In  prcvcniing  the  unneo 
b  cheekily  Pillage  and  Embezzl 
but  also  of  the  Stores  and  Materi 
Finally.  It  is  to  be  understood, 
iie  not  [ilaccd  under  the  imtnnl 
neither  ihe  advantages  above-stati 
(kxiand  Preventive  Police,  which 
Iwalnadybeen  Found  so  salutaiy : 
either  to  the  Slem,  TaciU,  /tfpt 
is  thus-shewn  that  no  extra  Expen 
not  immediately  apply  to  the  Lu 
Ais  Expencc,  while  it  is  extremeh 
•cononty  and  purity  in  the  Disci 
this  Committee  entertain  hopes,  t 
tbemsclves  of  ihe  benefits  which  i 
Owners  and  Merchants,  and  also 


No.  V. 
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RULBS  £x/lanat9iy  eftht  Expenee  which  will  bi  incurred  in  dis* 
charging  fVest-India  and  other  Ships  in  the  River  TTfames,, 
and  CsmBtions  to  be  performed  by  Lumpers ^  Ship^Owners^' 
.    and  the  Marint  Police  Institution.     2d  July,  1799* 

additions  to  be  performed  by  Master  Lumpers. 

Jt  is  understoodrthat  all  Master  Lumpers^  who  undertake 
to  discharge  Cargoes,  shall  be  sworn  to.  Fidelity,  and  shall.' 
agree  to  follow  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Magistrates  for  the 
prevention  of  Pillage  and  Plunder;  and  particularly,  that  they 
shall  assist  the  Police  Constables  in  searching  the  Lumpers 
when  they  go  on  shore.  That  each  Lumper  shall  carry  with 
him  his  breakfast  and  dinner}  and  shall  not  be  permitted,  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  leave  the  Ship  while  under  Dis* 
charge,  until  the  work  for  the  day  is  finished  ;  and  that  snull 
beer  shall  only  be  furnished  at  the  Ship's  expenee.  That  every 
exertion  shall  be  used  to  promote  dispatch  in  discharging  the 
Ship,  and  to  prevent  the  wilful  breakage  of  Casks,  whereby 
Sugars,  Coffee,  or  other  articles,  may  be  spilled  or  wasted. 
And  farther,  that  tlie  said  Master  Lumpers  shall  select  good 
and  proper  Labourers,  and  be  careful  that  they  shall  have  no 
AppareL-cakulatcd  to  conceal  Plunder,  nor  any  Jiggers,  Blad- 
ders with  nozlesj  Pouches,  Bags,  Socks,  or  Vessels  of  any  kind» 
wherct^y  Pjunder  may  be  obtained  and  conveyed  away.  To 
begin  }p  Work  at  Six  o'Ciock  in  the  Morning,  and  not  to  leave 
ofFtiUSix  o.'Cl;;ck  in  the  Evening,  during  the  Six  Summer 
Months  ;  and  from  Sun-Rise  to  Sun-Set,  during  the  Six  Win- 
ter Months.  To  be  allowed  Half  an  Hour  to  Breakfast  and 
One  Hour  to  Dinner. 


• « 


S  s  ist.  Rates 


Anmmx,  mo.  v^  $a9 

is    A       . 

For  evtiy  Pockoc  of  Cotton    •    »    #    «    •    o     3 

Fof  every  Hundftd  Htd«s 4      6* 

fot  every  Ton  of  Logwood*  Mahoganjt 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye-Woods     •       •    3      6 
For  every  Ekpbaot's  Tooth     .    •    •    •     •    0      a 
For  every  Ca^k  of  Ginger,  from  a  to  3  cwt*   a      4       ^ 
For  eveiy  Cittk  of  Castor-Oil     •    •    •    •    0    10 
For  every  Lancewood-SfMf    •    .    »    »    .    o     a 
And  for  every  Hogiheed  of  Su^u  froiQ  M^* 
tinique»  and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where    the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  exceed  it   cwt.  of 
thereabouts •      •     •    O      8 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  Cofiee,  and  other  Artidci,  00  homd  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islands^  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table. 


3d.  Rates  to  it  paid  for  ixlra9r£nary  frirk  M  tftht  Cmm$n 

Course. 

I.  In  M  cases  where  Rum  Casks  are  stiuck  into  the  hold  of 
any  Skip  or  VoskI,  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck»  an  aUofW'» 
ance  of  4J.  per  Puncheon,  and  oJ.  per  Hogriiead,  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work ;  to  be  pakl  for  on  production  of  a  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Comnuoding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  charge  to  be  inclined  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  h<MSted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a  specific  agrdfement  is  made  on  lower 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  amount  by  the  said  Coonnaod- 
ing  Oflicei;. 

I I .  In  cases  where  any  PoremanLumper  shall  be  directed  to 
perform  ariy  labour,  not  alvsady  specified  under  the  head  of 
OreRmiff  and  Bxir§$ribusry  fVerk,  a  specific  ag^aepMnt  shall 

B%z  be 


APFIKOIX,  NO.V, 


,  .  jr  «Kr)r  Fodut  of  Corton 

for  evtry  HurAad  Hido  .... 

For  cvc/7  Ton  <<   Lcfwoad,  Mbhififijr, 

F9,e«^Ek|*«K*»T«lii 

For  atrj  C«^  i'  Cwpr,  6om  a  Im  j  cwi* 
F«CT«jC«kofC«MP<W  .  .  ,  . 
FfvnOT  ^'■<*"«''-^ 
Aai  Urn  •'^n  Hnyti  ii<  W  | 


Anmmx,  MO.  v%  6a7 

is    A 

For  evtiy  Pockoc  of  Cotton    •    »    #    «    •    o     3 

Fof  everjF  Hunditd  Htd«s 4      6 ' 

fot  every  Ton  of  Logwoodf  Mahoganjt 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye-Woods     •       •    3      6 
For  every  Elcpbam's  Tooth     .•••«<>      9 
For  every  Ce^k  of  Ginger,  from  a  to  3  cwt*   a      4       ^ 
For  eveiy  Cesk  of  Castor-Oil     •    •    •    •    0    10 
For  every  Lancewood-SfMf    •    .    .    »    •    o     % 
And  for  every  Hogiheed  of  Sug^  fioiQM^'* 
tinique,  and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where    the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  exceed  it   c^t.  of 
thereabouts •      •     •  ~  o      8 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  Coilee,  and  other  Artkki,  00  boaid  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islands,  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table* 

3d.  Rates  to  it  paid  for  txtraorHnarj  f^irk  M  tfth  Cmm^n 

Course. 

I.  In  adl  cases  where  ltua»  Casks  are  stiuck  into  the  hoU  of 
any  Ship  or  VoskI,  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck»  an  aIbyW'» 
ance  of  4J.  per  Puncheon,  and  oJ.  per  Hogriiead,  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work ;  to  be  paid  for  on  production  of  a  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Comnaaoding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  charge  to  be  inclined  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  hoisted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a  specific  agrd^ment  is  made  on  lower 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  amount  by  the  said  Coonnaod- 
ing  Oflicei;. 

I I .  In  cases  where  any  Foreman  Lumper  shall  be  directed  to 
perform  ariy  labour,  not  alrsady  specified  under  the  head  of 
OtfRmiff  and  BxiraorJmary  fVork,  a  specific  ag^aepMnt  shall 

a  s  .2  be 


If    A 

For  evtrjr  Pockoc  of  Cotton    •    »    ^    •    4    o     3 
Pof  evcff  Hunditd  Hides      .     •    •    •    •    4      6 ' 
Vot  tvery  Ton  of  Logwoodf  Mahoganjf 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye-Woods     ••36 
For  every  Elephant's  Tooth    •     •    •    •     •    o      01 
For  every  Ct^k  of  Ginger,  from  a  to  3  cwt*    o     4    ^ 
For  every  Cask  of  Castor-Oil     •    •    •    •    o    10 

For  every  Laocewood-Spar o      a 

And  for  every  Hogshead  of  Sug^r  from  M^* 
tinique,  and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where  the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  exceed  it  cwt.  of 
thereabouts o      8 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  on  boaid  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islands,  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table. 

3d.  Rates  to  hi  paid  for  ixtraorMnarj  ff^ork  M  oftht  Common 

Course. 

h  In  sH  cases  vrfaere  Rum  Casks  arc  struck  into  the  hoU  of 
any  Skip  or  Vessel,  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck*  an  allow-^ 
ance  of  4J.  per  Puncheon,  and  2d.  per  Hogsheadt  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work ;  to  be  paid  for  on  production  of  a  Certi- 
ficate fix>m  the  Comnunding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  charge  to  be  incurred  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  hoisted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a  specific  agrdbment  is  made  on  Ipwer 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  amount  by  the  said  Command- 
ing Officei;. 

1 1 .  In  cases  where  any  Foreman  Lumper  shall  be  directed  to 
perfbrih  ariy  labour,  not  already  specified  under  the  head  of 
Ott/ituify  and  JSxtraonHnary  fFork,  a  specific  ag^Mnent  shall 

s  sa  b« 


iheDeckswtMnn^uirWi  and, 
the  Ship  to  be  completely  irashe 
ouind,  ind  the  Ship  left  in  eve 
Where  Rum  makes  a.  fart  of  ' 
Unick  down  xnd  placed  in  a  pro 
hoiited  upon  Deck  to  cleu  the  S 
or  olber  Goods. 

Nota.  Ftr  thttt  tfetific  Anw' 
tbt  tmdfrfMitg  Lnmptr,  in  miltM 
ihJtit  ngtstend  under  t^o  Ttn 
tUUkt  150  Tmti  mti  ttfaafii,  t 
Guhntu,  mid  m  urn*. 

a/i.  S^etifit  Xata  It  hipa'u 


For  every  Ht^sbead  of  Sag: 

Iflands    .... 
For  evoy  l^eice  of  Sugir  f 
Foi  every  Puncheon  of  Run 
For  every  Ihyhead  of  Run 


If    A 

For  e^my  Pockoc  of  Cotton    •    »    •    •    4    o     3 
Pof  evtrf  Hunditd  Hides      .     •    •    •    .    4      6^ 
Vot  tvery  Ton  of  Logwood*  Mahoganjf 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye-Woods     ••36 

For  every  ElcpbaQt's  Tooth Q      2 

For  every  Ct^k  of  Ginger,  from  a  to  3  cwt*    o     4       * 
For  every  Cask  of  Castor-OU     •    *    •    •    o    10 

For  every  Laocewood-Spar o      a 

And  for  every  Hogshead  of  Sugar  from  M^* 
tinique,  and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where  the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  exceed  it  cwt.  of 
thereabouts o      8 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  Coffee,  and  other  Artidci,  on  boaid  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islandsi  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table. 

3d*  Ratfs  to  hi  paid  for  ixiraorMnarj  ff^ork  M  oftht  Common 

Course. 

I.  In  A\  cases  wfacre  Rum  Casks  arc  struck  k>to  the  hoU  of 
any  Skip  or  Vessel,  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck*  an  allow-^ 
ance  of  4J.  per  Puncheon,  and  2d.  per  Hogsheadt  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work ;  to  be  paid  for  on  production  of  a  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Comnunding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  chatge  to  be  incurred  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  hoisted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a  specific  agrdlbment  is  made  on  Ipwer 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  aoxiunt  by  the  said  Command- 
ing Officei;. 

I I .  In  cases  where  any  Foreman  Lumper  shall  be  directed  to 
fetfottn  ariy  labour,  not  already  specified  under  the  head  of 
Ordimiff  and  JSxiraordinary  fFork,  a  ipsdfic  ag^Mnent  shall 

s  sa  b« 


I 

I 


I  -.«.  «,  uiKiivging  ine  Uargo,  and  i 
ihe  Decks  whn  nquirari ,  and,  afe 
the  Ship  to  be  completely  washed,  i 
9M«itd,  and  the  Ship  left  in  e\-ciy  ; 
Where  Rum  makes  a  pan  of  the 
stnick  dou-n  and  placed  in  a  proper 
hoisted  upon  Deck  to  clear  the  Ship 
or  other  Goods. 

N«a.  fVr  tkete  tfettpc  Smitn  \ 
th  muifrtmkiifz  Lamptr,  /»  mUtmm  tt^ 
ikaO  ie  rtgisttrtd  imJer  950  Tuu ;  « 
I  '*^*'  *S«>  ^-wi  «*/  «/u«^,.  /^  / 

• 

I  2<f.  Sfttipt  Ratu  t,  it  paid  far 

For  ewry  Hogshead  of  Sugar  ftot 

I'lMds 

For  evay  Tierce  of  Si^ar  fiom , 
J"or  evciy  Pkiiurheon  of  Rum  hm 
For  e\'eiy  Hoeshead  of  Rum 


If    if* 

For  evtrjr  Pockoc  of  Cotton    •    »    ^    •    4    o     3 

Pof  evtff  Hunditd  Hides 4      6  ^ 

Jof  €very  Ton  of  Logwoodf  Mahoganjf 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye-Woods     ••36 

For  every  Elephant's  Tooth Q      2 

For  every  Ct^k  of  Ginger,  from  a  to  3  cwt*    o     4       ^ 
For  every  Cask  of  Castor-Oil     •    •    •    •    o    10 
For  every  Laocewood-Spar    •    •     •    •    •    o      a 
And  for  every  Hogshead  of  Su^ir  frooa  M^* 
tinique,  and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where    the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  etceed  it   cwt.  of 
thereabouts o      8 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  CoSee,  and  other  Articles,  on  boaid  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islands,  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table* 


3d.  Ratfs  to  hi  paid  for  ixiraonBnarj  frori  M  oftht  Common 

Course. 

I.  In  all  cases  vrticre  Rum  Casks  arc  struck  into  the  hoU  of 
any  Skip  or  Vessel,  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck*  an  allow-^ 
ance  of  4J.  per  Puncheon,  and  %d.  per  Hogsheadt  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work ;  to  be  paid  for  on  production  of  a  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Comnaanding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  chatge  to  be  incurred  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  hoisted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a  specific  agrdbment  is  made  on  lower 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  anxaint  by  the  said  Command- 
ing Officei;. 

I I .  In  cases  where  any  Foreman  Lumper  shall  be  directed  to 
perfbrih  ariy  labour,  not  already  specified  under  the  head  of 
OrJimirf  and  Bxirun^nary  fFork,  a  specific  ag^Mnent  shall 

s  s  .2  b« 


'  l»n  of  itegeOCTil  DiAjrscmt, 
Ship-«Hi»bamlonaBi,jl«lj„s„ 


ntis  mj  HaKt,  thU 


J  Prni,i„f,r  Cm,  u,l,„,  /„ 

oni  ifttlft  Rai„.  uHJ,  „,,  „ 
'^'"" '  ■"•  »*"»,  fr,m  It,,  i^ 
Paeh/g,t,  it  may  net  i,  lit  hter 
'""«"""  '"  nmi  I,  ,h,  „„./ ^ 
W»n»Shipis«,p„„|i„, 
n.«hc„„„Jci,c,„„pcc,:„„,„,ft 

;^fet™c,hcU„Wi„g<,f,h=S 
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Stables  shall  be  applied  for,  to  protect  the  Cargo,  and  the 
Tackle,  Apparel,  and  Stores,  of  the  Ship ;  and  two  Shilliiigs 
per  Ton  /shall  be  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
weekly  Wag^sof  the  Lumpers»  until  the. amount  can  be  finally 
adjusted.  Each  Constable  to  receive  2j.  6d.  per  day,  and  2x.  td. 
per  night ;  to  be  reduced  to  Half-pay  after  the  first  week,  dur- 
ing the  period  the  Ship  is  not  working.  The  full  amount  of 
the  actual  Disbiu-sements,  and  no  more^  shall  be  ultimately  paid 
by  the  Ship  Owners,  with  5  per  cent*  on  the  same,  to  defray 
the  extra  Expences  incurred  by  the  Lumping  System. 

Conditions  to  be  complied  with  by  the  Marine  Police  Institution* 
I.  A  faithful  account  shall  be  kept  of  the  Disbursement  of 
the  Money  deposited,  and  an  exact  statement  of  the  same  fur- 
nished to  the  Ship's  Husband,  and  the  Balance  of  the  Amount 
either  paid  or  received  when  the  Discharge  is  finished  ;  placing 
against  such  deposit  the  actual  advances  made  to  the  Lumpers 
and  Constables,  with  5  per  cent,  on  the  Amount  of  the  Dis- 
bursements, to  defray  the  expence  of  the  Officers  and  Clerks, 
who  must  necessarily  be  employed  to  conduct  the  Lumping 
Department ;  every  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  Institution  being 
disclaimed.  « 

IL  In  all  cases  where  Ships  are  placed  under  the  Cogniz- 
ance of  the  Institution  by  means  of  Constables  and  Lumpers, 
such  Ships,  with  xhtw  CargoeSt  Tackle^  Jpparel,^n6  *V/5r/i,  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  daily  and  nightly  inspection  of  the  Boat  Sur- 
veyors and  River  Guards,  gratis ;  and  also  to  the  assistance  of 
such  Boat  Surveyors  (being  old  Ship  Masters)  in  occasionally 
overlooking  the  progress  of  the  Discharge,  and  promoting  what- 
ever may  contribute  to  Security  and  Dispatch.  Where  Ships 
are  not  placed  in  this  manner  under  the  Inntitution,  no  assist- 
ance or  protection  whatsoever  can  be  afforded. 

/  approve  of  the  Rates  and  Conditions  heretn»before  mentioned 
in  Behalf  0/ the  Owners  of  the  Ship 

Jl^itneu  my  Hand,  this  •  Day  of 


and   truly  serve  our  Sovereign 
OflBce  of  a  Constable  for  one  ye 
charged*  or  shall  cease  to  be  in  tl 
Police  Institutioni  £or  the  purpns 
Feloniest   Larccnittt  and  Misd< 
and  Lighters,  in  and  upon  the  Ri^ 
not  directly  or  indirectly  to  conni' 
but  to  seize  and  detain  the  Otkm 
self  or  others  in  any  act  of  Crinr 
regular  and  punctual  in  the  exec 
Ibrroity  to  the  Instructions  which 
tnites.^^That  you  will  not  recei 
Money,  Goods,  or  Property  of  an 
tion  of  your  conniving  at  any  crir 
of  concealing  any  evil  practice  wi 
knowledge  ;  but  shall  conduct  youx 
in  the  execution  of  the  duty  a&ikign 
And  you  further  swear,  that  yoi 
our  Soxrreign   Lord   King  Gcoq 
Crown  and  Dignity*  against  all  his 
soever*  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 
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take  your  regular  turn  of  duty  in  perambulating  the  River 
Tliames  from  London  Bridge  to  Bladcwalli  agreeably  to  a  rota 
which  is  laid  down. — In  executing  this  duty,  it  it  expected  and 
required  that  you  should  be  r^Iar  and  punctual,  departing 
from  the  Station  at  the  back-stairs  of  the  OiEce  at  the  precise 
hour  that  is  fixed  ;  and  after  visiting  every  part  of  the  Pbol  and 
the  different  tiers  of  Shipping  and  Craft  in  that  part  of  th^ 
River  v^hich  it  vtrithin  the  limits  assigned  you,  for  the  number 
of  hoeis  specified  in  the  mta  of  duty,  then  you  are  to  rtftum 
dgain  to  y6ur  Station  at  the  Office,  to  be  succeeded  by  the  other 
Surveyors,  whose  duty  commences  at  the  period  that  yours  is 
completed :  so  that  at  all  times,  both  by  day  and  night,  dieri 
shall  be  constantly  two  Boats  upon  the  River. 

Article  2;;//.— In  etecuting  this  important  trust,  it  is  required 
of  you  to  be  watchful  and  vigilant  in  detecting  and  apprehending 
all  persons  offending  against  the  Laws  now  in  being,  respecting 
Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  committed  on  the 
River  Ttiamcs  within  the  limits  prescribed. 

By  the  Act  of  the  2nd  George  III.  cap.  28,  You  are  autho- 
rised "  to  apprehend  and  to  detain  all  persons  on  board  of  any 
Humioiit,  and  also  to  seize,  search,  and  detain  in  some  place  of 
safety  such  Soat,  and  the  Tackle,  *  Apparel,  Furniture,  and 
Lading  thereof;  and  the  person  or  pertons  so  apprehended, 
shall,  (as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,]  be  conveyed  be/ore  the 
Justice  or  Justices  having  Jurisdiction,  tn  all  cases  where 
such  Bumboats  shall  Navigate  on  the  said  River  Thames,  for 
the  purpose  of  Selling,  Bartering,  Bxchanging,  or  exposing 
to  Sale,  to  and  among  the  Seamen  and  Labourers  employed  in 
and  about  Ships,  Vessels*  and  other  Craft  in  the  said  River 
Thames,  any  Liquors,  Slops,  Tobacco,  Brooois,  or  any  Fniit, 
Greens,  Gingerbread,  or  other  such  like  Ware:  or  who  shall 
Sell,  Barter,  or  expose  to  Sale  as  tforeSaid,  such  Articles,  in 
or  firom,  or  out  of  any  Bumboaf  or  other  Boat,  other  /ian  and 
except  such  Boats  as  shall  be  entered  in  ihe'OfRct  of  fhe  Trinity 
Corporation,  and  shall  te  \jiSiiA  liod  fiav7j|atiKl  fbr  ihi  purp6fi^ 

afore«ud 
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tSaaaaii  Id  ttte  day  time  benKn  Sup-ruim  anJ  Siut-uitii^ 
pmlj.  Ur  wltcie  pcrwDs  nivi^ating  tudi  Bwu  9s  aLan«uA 
ritall  take  in  Exchaogc,  at  bj  wa}  <jf  Bvtcr,  ut  shall  unbw- 
fiiUy  icrcitc  or  procujc  Is  be  dclivaml  hi  tJicm,  any  K^, 
CirJ^^t,  TailU,  Aifanl,  Funiiun,  Sum,  tr  Alateruh,  or 
mtiy  put  of  llic  Otgo  «  Lading  of  auy  Siiipt  or  Vcacli  la 
ibc  uiU  Rirer  Tbasici:  Or  n*  comi  where  any  Bucnbou  or 
other  Boat  slul  [  be  iouDd  Nirigpdiig  fur  ihc  purjioset  A/ueatd, 
bom  Locuion  Bnd^  10  tbc  Lowxr  Hope  Point,  aod  ihall  not 
be  entered  by  U'xUwnct.  or  Ownen  thereof,  with  the  Ciniv 
tstioa  of  the  Triuiiy-houie,  anil  who  &haJl  iwi  Imvc  iruikt^  ftU 
pt  ibcir  Chiaiian  and  Sumamot  uul  plaa  or  pbcrs  of  Abode. 
DO  ilieujd  Cut." 

I'hat  all  such  Offcnden  on  being  bmughl  before  thr  }uida 
or  Justices,  mej  it  litaU  uutt  ullt  Laiv  dirtcit. 

The  »k]  Al'I  aUo  authofucs  }ou>  "  lo  itop,  Ktrdi«  wA 
dcuin  in  M*me  /uWr  tf  lafiij,  any  Utut  wli;ch  there  thall  be 
icuon  to  sukpcct,  hai  any  R^t  Ctrdagt,  Tackle,  Appudt 
Fiuniltirc.   Sioici,  Maicriali,  or  any  put  of  anr  Cuao,  ot 
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to  steal  the  same ;  ant!  to  convey  such  Offenders  before  the 
Justice  or  Justices  as  aforesaid,**  to  bt  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

tiy  the  Act  of  the  32nd  Geo.  II.  cap.  16,  You  arc  autho- 
rised to  give  information  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  all  in- 
stances where  you  discover  any  Ship-Master^  or  other  person, 
receiving  or  putting  on  board  any  Ballast^  without  having  pre- 
viously made  a  due  entry  of  tiie  same  at  the  Ballast-Oflice  of 
the  Trinity  Corporation  ;  and  who  have  not  paid  to  the  said 
Corporation  one  penny  per  Ton  for  the  same,  or  who  shall 
receive  or  put  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  any  greater  quantity 
of  such  Ballast  than  shall  be  so  entered  and  paid  for. 

By  the  same  Act,  you  are  authorised  to  give  Information  ia 
all  cases  where  Vessels  inward  bound  shall  unlade  or  throw  out 
Ballast  in  the  River,  and  shall  not  land  the  same  on  some  com- 
mon Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  same,  at  the  expence  of  the 
Owner  or  Master,  or  into  Lighters  belonging  to  the  said  Cor- 
poration. 

In  the  execution  of  these  duties,  you  arc  protected  by  the  said 
Act  of  2  Geo.  III.  against  all  persons  attempting  to  obstruct 
you  : — It  being  enacted,  "  that  all  persons  so  obstructing^  and 
all  such  as  shall  act  in  their  assistance^  shall,  on  conviction  en 
the  oath  of  two  credible  witnesses^  be  transported  for  feven 
years, ^* — It  becomes  therefore  your  duty,  when  siich  Oilcnccs 
are  attempted,  first  to  warn  the  parties  oi  their  danger,  and  if  an 
actual  obstruction  takes  place,  to  bring  the  Offender  to  Justice. 

Article  3^. — In  the  course  of  your  duty  upon  the  Kivcr,  if 
you  should  discover  that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  (contrary  to  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.)  outward-bound, 
shall  receive  on  board  any  Gunpowder,  (not  being  a  Ship  in  His 
Majesty's  Service,)  in. any  part  of  the  said  River  above,  and 
cot  against  or  below  Blackwall,  you  are  authorised  to  lodge 
an  Information  against  the  Offender  or  Offenders,  that  they 
may  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

And  in  like  manner,  if  (contrary  to  the  said  Act,}  you  dis- 
cover that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel 

inward 


fremt  oi  to  be  cxiiorted  to  any  pis 
the  same  may  be  Kized,  unless  in 
poands  in  each,  and  tioopcH  withr 
alio,  unlesi  nKh  Powder  Ji  in  d 
Vciwli,  and  covered  be<-ides  with 
fhe  Powder  *o  jcrted  in  such  c 
fafeired  to  the  use  of  ihc  person ! 

And  further,  (if  cositrury  to  the 
Ihat  the  Master  or  Comm3r.dcrof 
Ktt^'i  Service,]  lying  between  Lt 
dnil  permit  any  Gun  in  be  fired 
Sun-aetiing,  or  where  Gum  are  ft 
of  such  Vctscis  in  any  part  of  the 
Nke  manner  to  lodge  an  Infonnat 
be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

And  if  yoa  shall  in  like  mann 
aaid  Ati.)  that  any  person  or  persiv 
Vesti-I  in  the  said  Kivcr,  bftwecD 
wall,  ilall  heal  or  melt,  or  cuosi 
or  mtliLxJ  by  Kite,  Loj;^rheat,  S 
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fxcecdingly  watchful  respecting  Fires,  both  on  board  of  Shipt 
and  on  the  Wharfs ;  and  for  this  purpose,  if  your  suspicion 
should  be  excited  by  any  appearances  indicating  any  evil  designs 
upon  the  Shipping  or  Warehouses,  by  having  Combustibles  in 
their  possessioui  or  by  any  other  act  that  may  denote  an  inten* 
lion  to  do  mischief,  you  will  carefully  watch  such  persons,  and 
when  such  intentions  are  clearly  ascertained,  you  will  prevent 
the  evil  by  apprehending  the  Culprits  before  they  have  been 
abte  to  carry  their  diabolical  designs  fully  into  execution,  and 
convey  them  before  the  Ma^strates. 

Artuli  ^/h. — In  case  of  Fire  or  any  appearance  thereof  in 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  on  the  River,  you  will  instantly  adopt  the 
most  effectual  measures  forextinguiihing  it,  by  giving  notice  to 
those  who  have  the  charge  of  the  Engines  upon  the  River, 
and  by  calling  to  your  aid  as  many  Officers  as  can  be  found  in 
the  Service  of  this  Insthutlon,  and  employing  the  whole  of 
the  Boats  in  whatever  service  may  be  necessary  to  remove 
Shipping  and  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  danger. 

Article  6th, — In  your  daily  and  nightly  Perambulations  oa 
the  River»  and  particularly  in  gales  of  Wind  or  Snow-storms, 
if  you  at  any  time  discover  Ships,  Vessels,  or  Craft,  drifting, 
or  in  danger,  you  will  consider  it  to  be  your  indispensable  duty 
to  give  your  utmost  assistance  in  securing  them,  by  warning 
the  persons  on  board  of  their  danger,  and  aiding  in  securing 
their  Vessels :  and  in  all  cases  where  Vessels  or  Craft,  are 
drifting  without  any  person  on  board,  and  particularly  such 
Vessels  as  are  laden,  it  is  expected  and  required  of  you,  that 
you  will  take  charge  of  them  and  remove  sucli  Vessels  or  Craft 
to  some  place  of  safety,  leaving  a  Guard  upon  the  Property, 
until  proper  notice  can  be  given  to  the  Owners. 

Jrtuk  Jib. — In  your  general  Surveys  on  the  River,  you  will 
keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  Ships  under  discharge,  particularly 
Vessels  from  the  West-Indies,  not  placed  by  their  Owners 
under  the  charge  of  the  Institution,  and  not  benefiting  on  this 
account  by  the  Preventive  Systen),  which  attaches  to  Ships 


pen  or  oihtTS  frum  Slii)is  in  gcii 

iteaitHS  GtodifDm  eulKarii-t;uTid  Si 
Craft. — Thi.wt  in  tit  fractice  »f  : 
And  other  Acts  aiiihorisu  you  to  d^i 
Coidngc,    Cjb!c5,   Bu(iy-I<oj>c3.  &.< 
hailing  Ge.tL  fram  hit  Majcst)  's  Sh 
not  in  the   Kind's  Service,  liavi;ii> 
Elocks,  Metals,  Stores,  or  Material 
iheieoii. — Or  persons  CMnmitlirg  M 
to  Giinpo\vd«r,  Gnus  shotted,  licatii 
Combnstible  Matter,  ur  lading  or  dis 
to  ihc  Laws  herein  before  mL-ntioncd. 
Artidt  %lh, — Wherever  informatioi 
is  cx>:iicd  of  any  evil  practice  being 
Ship,  Vessel,  or  Craft,  or  in  or  ab 
Pb.-c,  or  Slip,  on  ihe  bjnks  of  the  Ri 
arc  to  be  used  in  watching  those  point 
pofc  of  either  preventing  the  miscli 
bringing  the  Offenders  to  Justice. 
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to  corrupt  your  integrity  or  to  withdraw  you  from  the  strict  line 
of  your  duty»  in  the  execution  of  which »  the  utmost  zfaJf 
vigilance^  prudence^  discretion  and  sobiiety,  must  on  every 
occasion  be  manifested^  never  resorting  to  acts  of  severity  or 
harshness  when  it  can  be  avoided »  and  on  no  account  using 
Arms  but  in  your  defence. — In  your  intercourse  with  the 
Revenue  OfIicers»  you  will  conduct  yourself  with  the  utm<K»t 
civility  and  propriety^  and  render  them  every  assistance  in  your 
power. 

.  Article  loth, — ^You  are  to  insert  in  your  Diary  all  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day  and  night  while  you  have  been  on  duty,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Magistrates  every  morning:  and  you  arc 
also  to  collect  in  a  General  Report,  to  be  delivered  once  every 
Q^iarter  on  the  day  your  Salaries  are  paid»  a  detailed  account  of 
the  Specific  Services  you  have  performed  during  the  preceding 
three>  months,  under  the  following  heads,  viz. — ist.  The  evils 
yew  have  fm^etited. — 2nd.  The  number  of  Offenders  you  have 
detected^  and  of  these  the  number  eonvicted. — 3d.  7 he  ShifSt  /'jf/- 
selSf.  and  Crafty  which  by  your  vigilancCf  have  been  preserved 
when  drifiitig  in  tke  Riven — ^4th.  The  general  state  of  the  River 
with  respect  to  security,  and  every  other  information  which 
ipay  be  connected  with  your  0(Hcial  Duties,  that  nothing 
may  be  withheld  from  the  Magistrates,  Icavir.g  them  to  act 
upon  such  information  as  they  sliall  judge  proper. 

Particui.ar  Instructions  to  Mnrine  Police  Surveyors,  to 
whom  is  assigned  the  duty  cf  visiting  S/.'ips  where  the  Owners 
or  Consignees  there&f  have  requested  Ship-Ccnstables  to  be  sta- 
tioned,  cr  who  have  applied  for  Lumpers  to  discharge  the  Cargo. 

Article  1st. — In  all  instances  where  Ships  dischai^ging  Car- 
goes under  the  cognizance  of  this  Institution,  are  placed  under 
your  particular  charge,  with  Marine  Police  Officers  on  board 
for  the  protection  of  the  Cargo,  you  are  required  to  visit  such^ 
Ships  at  l^a^  once  every  day,  and  also  once  during  the  night, 
noting  down  in  the  OiBcers'  Book  the  hour  you  visited  the  Ship, 


■«.— Tla,  d»  tnMd  Cm.; 
*».  »  find  on  dK  Jfc 

3J~Tha  Ik  AAmao,^  /b 

Sm*iuisi  ud   Seisin 

fclMWO. 

«*•- T|»>  "he  Cmuifa  i,  , 
divitwi,  ve  fanisbed  m 
"°*°=»miniboofd« 

It  ma  be  yoar  p„ticvbt  duly 
Copr  c/  ihc  Bool  of  Iran«io„s  I 
ofH,pCo™w„,  andiosadu, 
ihcm  »,pu„c,„>l|,  po..fo™,rf.  ^ 
Mjg.stntia  cm  inamcc  rtot  ,], 

«.»c.p.bfc;at,lK,,,™.tinKhri, 
ilK  ™,:d,«,  of  ad,  (Mem  M  are 
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of  advice  ind  information,  which  may  arise  from  your  local 
atd  nautical  koowlcdgp  in  iacilitating  the  discharge,  in  pre- 
venting unnecessary  cxpences»  jn  controlling  every  dispositioo 
manifested  on  the  part  of  the  JLumpers,  to  injure  the  Casks 
and  Packages,  or  to  lay  or  execute  plans  for  obtaining  Plunder* 

Where  disputes  arise  between  the  Commanding  Officer  oa 
board*  or  others,  juid  the  Lumpers,  you  will  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  cotofosc  and  reconcile  all  these  difierenccs,  that 
the  Work  may  go  on  with  expedition  and  harmony. 

You  will  at  no  time  remain  longer  on  board  of  any  one 
Ship  than  the  nature  of  your  duty  requires,  and  on  nQ  account 
longer  than  you  can  be  employed  usefully  to  the  Institution. 

Article  yl. — It  will  be  your  duty  to  keep  an  attentive  e)c 
on  all  Lighters  receiving  Su^rs  and  other  Goods  from  Ships 
under  your  charge,  that  no  evil  practice  may  be  permitted  to  go 
on  while  lading ;  and  afterwards  to  see  that  each  Lighter  is 
furnished  with  a  Tarpaulin  to  protect  the  Cargo  from  damage ; 
^d  also,  that  no  Lighternian  is  sufiered  to  loiter  and  wilfully 
to  lose  the  Tide. — And  further,  that  a  Marine  Police  Constable 
with  a  Printed  Bill  properly  filled  up,  shall  always  accompany 
each  Lighter. — And  if  Tarpaulins  are  wanting,  or  any  thing 
aniiss  respecting  the  arrangements  established  with  respect  to 
Lighters,  shall  come  to  your  knowledge,  you  will  rcpon  the 
satne  immediately  to  die  Magistrates. 

Jrtick  ^ik.r^\l^  your  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  Ships  of  your  divisicn,  you  will  also 
visit  the  Wharfs  where  the  Lifters  with  Su^u^  and  other 
CommeKcial  Property  are  lyin|^  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
SQCti^  that  avaiy  thing  is  life,  but  aUo  as  a  check  upon  the 
Polios  Guarda  stationed  upon  the  Quays  and  oq  the  said 
Ughtors,  who  am  to  be  hailad,  aad  if  not  fouud  upon  duty^ 
their  want  of  vig^aooe  to  be  re(K>rtcd  next  ^loraing.-^  And  on 

bqmtitt  4i%  4iAmnt  S^V^  w^Jfwr  divisioot  duriof  wbicby  if 

I  any 


cfCfrx-r..:r::;r;    r  :^\^ 
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and  in  seizing  and  apprehending  persons  who  jonay  have  in  their 
possession  any  part  of  the  Stores,  Furniture*  or  Cargoes  of  the 
said  Vessels  or  Craft  wliich  may  reasonably  be  suspected  to  have 
been  stolen  :  And  all  other  dutiitrs  connect<:d  with  your  situation 
as  Thames  Police  OfTicers. 

In  the  execution  of  the  Office,  and  powers  with  which  you 
are  thus  invested,  you  promise  and  swear  to  conduct  yourselves 
with  the  utmost  purity,  discretion,  and  vigilance. — ^That  you 
are  not  directly  or  indirectly  to  receive  any  Money,  Goods,  or 
Property  of  any  kind,  or  the  promise  of  any  reward  for,  and 
in  consideration  of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  or  improper 
design,  or  concealing  from  the  Magistrates  any  thing  injurious 
to  the  ends  of  Publice  Justice,  or  the  prevention  of  Criminal 
Offences. — And  further,  that  you  shall  bear  true  allegiance  to 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Gcorgej  and  defend  his  Person, 
Crown,  and  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what- 
soever; and  obey  the  Orders  and  Instructions  of  the  Magis- 
trates presiding  at  the  said  Marine  Police  Office — so  help  you 
God. 

ist. — You  are  ever  to  keep  in  view,  that  in  executing  the 
duties  of  your  Office,  you  are  to  demean  yourself  with  the 
utmost  propriety  arxl  decorum,  and  with  the  greatest  attention 
to  accuracy,  prudence,  and  discretion. 

To  permit  no  temptation  to  seduce  you  into  a  state  of  intox- 
ication, orl  pain  of  immediate  dismission :  you  are  never  to  be 
off  your  guard,  or  manifest  any  harshness  or  severity  in  the 
execution  of  your  duty,  while  at  the  same  time  you  conduct 
yourself  with  zeal,  firmness,  and  camion,  in  all  matters  in- 
trusted to  your  care,  taking  the  Laws  of  the  Land  constantly 
for  your  guide. 

You  are  on  no  occasion  to  shew  your  Arms  with  a  view  to. 
excite  tenor ;  and  they  are  never  to  be  used  on  any  occasion  • 
but  in  your  own  defence* 

T  T  and. 


and  detained  all  and  every  per 
be  suspected  of  having  or  can 
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Officers  in  general)  it  will  be  proper,  that  you  call  upon  some 
Officer  acting  for  the  time  being,  as  a  Constable  or  Head- 
borough  in  the  Parish  or  Place  where  the  Warrant  directs  you 
to  search,  that  he  may  be  at  all  times  present,  aiding  and  assist- 
ing  in  the  said  search. 

5th.  If  in  the  course  of  your  duty  in  patroling  the  Streets, 
Lanes,  Slips,  Passages  to  the  River,  and  otlier  Places  within 
your  Jurisdiction,  you  discover  or  receive  informations,  wl;ich 
may  enable  you  to  discover  and  ascertain*  that  any  Person  or 
Persons,  who  shall  have  purchased  or  received  any  part  of  the 
Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  or  any  Goods,  Stores, 
or  Things,  of  or  belonging  to  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  said 
River,  knowing  the  same  to  be  stolen  or  unlawfully  come  by,  or 
sliall  privately  buy  or  receive  any  siKh  Goods,  Stores,  or  Things, 
or  any  part  of  such  Cargo  or  Lading,  by  suffering  any  Door, 
Window,  or  Shutter,  to  be  Idt  open  or  unfastened,  between 
Sun-setting  and  Sun-rising,  for  that  purpose,  or  shall  buy  or  re- 
ceive the  same  in  a  clandestine  manner,  from  any  Person  or 
Persons  whatsoever :  You  sliall  forthwith  lodge  an  informa- 
tion before  the  Magistrates,  that  legal  steps  may  be  pursued 
to  bring  the  Offenders  to  Justice. 

6ih.  In  executing  the  Laws  which  have  now  been  explained  to 
you,  the  utmost  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  London.  If  an  Offence 
is  cominrtted  in  yotu*  view,  within  that  Jurisdiction,  the  Party 
offending  must  be  immediately  handed  over  to  a  City  OfHcer, 
(imless  you  arc  yourself  a  Constable  within  this  Jurisdiction)  and 
by  him  carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor  or  some  other  of  the 
Aldermen,  who  are  alone  authorised  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
(Offence  :  It  vviil,  however,  be  your  duty  on  such  occasions,  to 
attend  as  a  Witness  to  maintain  your  charge,  and  to  give 
Evidence.  ,  • 

In  executing  occasionally  the  Duties  of  extra  River  Officers, 
xst.  You  are  authorised  by  virtue  of  your  Deputation,  under 

T  T  2  the 


• 
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or  procure  to  be  delivered  to  thetn,  any  Ropes,  Cordage, 
Tackle,  Apparel,  Furniture,  Stores,  or  Materials,  or  any  part 
of  the  Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Ships  or  Vessels,  in  the  River 
Thames. — Or  in  cases  where  any  Bum  boat,  or  other  Boat 
whatsoever,  shall  be  found  Navigating  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
in  the  River  Thames,  from  London  Bridge,  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point,  shall  not  be  entered  by  the  Owner  or  Owners 
thereof,  with  the  said  Trinity  Corporation,  and  who  shall  not 
have  marked  his  or  their  Christian  and  Surnames,  and  place  or 
places  of  abode,  on  the  said  Boat,  as  the  Law  directs. 

3d.  If  in  the  course  of  your  duty  upon  the  River,  you  shall 
detect  any  Person  or  Persons  in  the  act  of  Cutting,  Damaging,  or 
Spoiling  any  Cordage,  Cable,  Buoys,  Buoy-Ropes,  Head*Fast, 
or  other  Fasts,  fixed  to  any  Anchor  or  Moorings  belonging  to 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  at  Anchor  or  Moorings,  in  the  Kiyer 
Thames,  or  any  Rope  used  for  the  purpose  of  Mooring  or 
Rafting  Masts  or  Timber,  m*  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting 
therein  with  an  intent  to  steal  the  same ;  you  will  forthwith 
apprehend  aU  such  Offenders,  and  convey  them  before  the 
Magistrate,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

Nota, — The  said  Actof  a8  Geo'..  II L  cap.  28,  having  enacted 
that  in  case  any  Person  or  Persons  acting  in  the  execu- 
tion of  any  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  same,  shall  be 
obstructed  therein,  every  Person  so  obstructing,  and  all  such 
as  shall  act  in  their  assistance,  shall  on  conviction,  upon  the 
oath  of  two  credible  Witnesses,  be  Transported  for  Srven 
Years.  It  becomes  your  duty  to  warn  Offenders  of  the 
nature  of  the  punishment,  and  in  alt  cases  where  such  bbstruc* 
tions  are  afterwards  experienced,  to  bring  the  Offenders  to 
Justice  as  the  Law  directs. 

« 

4th.  In  your  perambulations  on  the  River,  you  iri'ill  avail 
yourself  of  your  local  knowledge  in  carefully  watching  all 

points 


If 
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<*  mcDt;  for  the  special  and  express  purpose^  and  no 
<'  other,  of  detecting  Felonies,  Larcenies  and  Mis- 
**  demeanors*  in  Ships,  Veflels*  and  Lighters,  in  and 
"  upon  the  River  Thames.   That  you  are  not  direaly 
'*  or  indirectly  to  connive  at  any  of  the  said  ofitnces ; 
*'  but  to  seize  and  detain  the  offenders,  when  deteded 
**  by  yourself  or  others  in  any  act  of  criminality. 
'*  Tlmt  you  are  to  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  watch- Oaih  of  Vi* 
•*  ing  the  conduct  of  all  Persons  who  may  be  sta-*  *""' 
**  tioned  on  board  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  or  in  smy 
**  Lighter,  where  you  may  be  called  upon  to  execute 
the  duty  of  a  Watchman,  whether  Lumpers  em- 
ployed in  discharging  the  Cargo  or  others,  that  no 
pillage  or   plunder  may    be   committed  without 
bringing  the  delinquents  to  Justice.     Ihat  you 
**  will  not  direaly  or  indiiectly  receive  any  Money, 
<*  Goods,  or  Property,  of  any  kind,  for  and  in  con- 
**  (ideratlon  of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  and  im- 
«  proper  design,  or  suficr  the  same  to  take  place ;  that  Oath  of  Fi- 
**  you  sliall  not  conceal  any  evil  practice  which  comes  ^  "^* 
*'  within  your  knowledge,  but  shall  conduct  yourself 
"  with  the  strictest  fidelity  and  honesty  in  the  execu- 
'*  tion  of  the  duty  assigned  you.     And  further,  that 
'<  you  shall  bear  tme  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  LordOaih  of  au 
*•  King  George,  and  defend  his  Person,  Crown,  ando£5^^" 
"  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what-*^^^^" 
«*  soever,  and  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
"  Magistrates  presiding  at  the  Marine  Polkce-Office, 
**  and  all  others  whom  they  may  set  over  you." 

And  vvhich   Orders   and   Directions,   in   the 
mean  Time,  are  these  following : 

I.    YOU    will  ever  keep  in  View,  that  in  con-Roici/i>r 
sequence  of  the  Audiority  with  which  you  are  nowSJ^!'^*^ 

invested. 
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IT.  As  ioorr  as  yoa  enter  the  Ship  which  is  a^-AC^uHoo 
signed  you,  it  rtiust  be  your  first  duty  to  see  that  the^j^J  and 
prmtcd  paper  now  delivered,  entitled  A  CAUTION,  ^"U^//^'^^ 
be  nailed,  pasted,  or  fastened,  to  the   Main-Mast ;  the  M^st. 
and  that  you  suffer  ^no  person  to  remove  or  take  it 
down,  tmtil  the  Ship  is  completely  unladen;  and  that 
y<nu,  or  your  colleague,  read  it  aloud  every  morning, 
whifc  the  lumpers  are  at  breakfast,  or  when  they 
come  first  on  board,  that  those  who  cannot  read  it 
dwmselves  may  not  pretend  ignorance ;  and  that  you 
also  paste  up,  and  read  in  the  same   manner,  the^^^jj^^^j^ 
Camion    against  Sweepings  and  Scrapings,    that  nos>'° J  «««*'- 
Person    may  be  allowed    to   appropriate,    to  their  in^aod 
owu  use,   any  article   whatsoever,    whether   sugar,     *'*'*^ 
cctke^  or  any  thing  else,  which  may  drop  into  the 
hold  from  the  cask^f  and  packages. 

in.  Your  next  object  must  be  to  inspect  the  shipPo'o^'  of 

It.  .  •»  Danger  in 

narrowly,  and  to  turn  your  attention  to  all  the  Points  the  Ship, 
of  danger  whereby  plundered  articles  may  be  con-  pTJSde^I^y 
tcyed  into  boats,  such  as  the  Quarter-Gallery,   the'^-^j^^^Jl^; 
Stem  Of  Cabin-fFtndoufs,  the  Head-Rails  of  the  S/jip,^^- 
the  CabiH'Scuttle,  the  Forecastle,  the  Port-Holes,   the 
Fore-Scuttle,  :tsid  every  open  Place;  and,  when  boats 
are  along-side,  an  additional  degree  of  vigilance  must 
be  exercised,  to  see  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  is  clan- 
destinely taken  away.      Before  the  discharge  com- 
mences,     the  hatches  ooght    to   remain    battened 
down,  as  well  as  every  other  place  leading  to  the 
hold,  or  between  decks,  where  the  Cargo  is  deposited. 

VI.  When  tho  Lumpers  come  on  board  to  begin  Lumpen  tt 
to  discharge,  your  attention  must  be  particularly  di-Jj",!]™*'*** 
rected  to  their  dress,  to  See  that  they  have  no  frocks  Coopen, 

when  they 

nor  wide  trowsers,  jamies,  or  under- waistcoats  with  come  oa 
j^ouchesjand  that  no  baga  or  empty  stockings  are  loaaboie. 

brought 


of  concealing  Sugar, 
oibcT  SBuIl  articles. 
■o«io».  V.  Be  careful  in  e 

klll^to w  ^  bogud,  to  see  that 

should  be  discovered  co 
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and  insert  the  same  in  the  printed,  weekly,  daily,  and 
Tide  or  Way  Bill,  which  last  goes  along  with  each 
Lighter  to  the  Qiiays.  You  will  receive  a  sufficient 
number  of  these  bills,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Constable,  who  is  on  deck,  to  note  down  in  his-  Check-  OnOcck, 
Book  the  Kami  of  the  Lighter^  the  numher  of  ihi casks^^ 
and  other  packages  on  boards  and  when  she  departed 
from  the  Ship»  and  to  what  Q^iay  she  Is  sent.  And, 
while  this  duty  is  executing  on  deck,  the  other  Con- 
stable must  be  constantly  in  the  hold,  attending  to  theia  theHoU. 
unstowing  of  the  cargo,  and  keeping  a  watchful  eye 
on  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers,  that  they  do  not  wilfully 
break  casks  and  packages  for  the  purpose  of  spilling 
Sugar,  Coffee,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and  other  Articles, 
with  a  view  to  plunder ;  and,  upon  its  appearing  to 
you  that  they  are  carrying  such  evil  intentions  into 
execution,  (which  has  been  too  often  the  case  here* 
tofore,)  you  will  apprife  the  Master-Lumper,  (who 
is  a  sworn  Officer  as  well  as  yourself,}  and  also  the 
Captain  or  commanding  Officer  if  on  board,  that  a 
check  may  be  given  to  it ;  and  it  will  also  be  your 
duty  to  give  the  same  information  to  your  Surveying 
Officer  on  his  next  vifit. 

On  no  account  are  you  to  allow  your  attention  to 
be  taken  off  your  duty,  or  your  vigilance  to  be  sus- 
pended for  one  moment  by  performing  any  labour  on 
board  the  Ship,  as  a  Lumper  or  otherwise,  on  pain  of 
immediate  dismission  and  the  forfeiture  of  all  wages 
due  at  the  time;  and  it  appearing  to  have  been  a 
practice  for  Lumpers  and  others  to  conceal  bags  of 
Sugar  and  other  Articles  under  the  Ballast,  when 
working  in  the  hold  with  a  view  to  remove  it  after  the 
discharge  is  finished,  you  will  be  particularly  watchful 
to  prerent  this,  and  to  examine  the  Ballast  as  soon  as 

you 
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neglect  of  duty,  you  will  forfeit  not  only  all  the  Wages  The  Conte- 
which  may  be  due  at  the  time,  but  you  will  be  stig- Neglect  of 
matized  as  unworthy  of  the  truft  reposed  in  you,  andmedilt: 
you  will  be   stript  of  your  Deputation  as  a  River-  ^*»«^"'<»- 
ORicer,  and  instantly  brought  on  shore  and  discharged 
with  Disgrace. 

IX.  On  no  account  are  you  to  permit  Boats  toBoatmoti^ 
hang  upon  the  Bows,  Quarters,  or  along- side  of  thctoCJ!^i*poB 
Ship  in  which  you  are  stationed,  without  complaining*^  ^^*^* 
to  the  Captain  or  Chief  Officer  on  board  ;  and,  if  he 

will  not  remove  them,  you  will  note  the  same  down* 
for  the  information  of  the  Police-Surveyor  and  the 
Magistrates;  and,  in  all  such  cases,  you  and  your 
Colleague  may  justly  suspect  that  Boats  so  detained, 
are  kc{A  for  some  evil  design,  and  therefore  it  will  be 
your  indispensable  Duty  to  watch  thenv  narrowly,  and 
to  seize  and  apprehend^all  Persons  carrying  away  any 
part  of  the  Cargo  in  a  Clandestine  Manner. 

X.  In  executing  this  and  every  other  Duty,  you  civility  t» 
will  conduct  yourself  with  all  possible  civility  to  all  Mai^'and"' 
persons,  and  particularly  to  the  Captain,  Mate,  and^®""^'**^- 

'  J      11  commended 

Revenue-Officers,    and  allow  neither  to  have    theooaii  occ«- 
kast  cause  of  complaint  against  you  on  this  or  any 
other  account. 

XI.  As  soon  as  a  Lighter  is  laden,  either  you  or  The  Doty 
your  Colleague  must  attend  it  to  the  Quay,  carrying ^,yi„j    "* 
with  you  the  printed  Way-Bill  already  mentioned  ;^^*J]5***^ 
and,  on  your  arrival  at  the  Quay,  you  will  call  out»piamed. 
for  the  Police-Guard,  and  deliver  the  Lighter  into  his 
Charge,  with  the  printed  Bill  of  the  Cargo,  and  take 

bis  Receipt  on  your  Check-Book  for  the  same )  and, 
when  so  done,  you  will  return  immediately  to  your 
Ship,  and  report  to  your  Surveying^Officor,  on  hi€ 
next  Visit,  what  you  have  done.    And  as  it  has  here* 

toforc 
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XIII.  It  being  the  PraSicc  of  the  Magiftrates  toConsuWcs 
examine  all   Constables  very  strictly  and  minutelytefMirateiy 
after  the  Discharge  of  the  Ship  in  which  they  ^veJ^t^M 
stationed,  and  also  to  call  for  their  Check-Books,  it  J*^^;;^' 
will  be  creditable  to  you,    and  also  a  great  recom-<»  ^^J- 
mendation  to  future  Employment,  if  this  Book  shall 
appear  to  be  distinctly  and  accurately  kept,  and  that 

you  shew  your  vigilance  by  noting  down  every  Parti- 
cular that  occurs,  and  also  every  insult  offered  you  by 
Revenue-Officers  or  Mates,  which  will  always  be 
properly  noticed,  and  Redress  given*  provided  it  ap- 
pears that  such  Insult  was  not  provoked  by  any  im- 
proper conduct  on  your  part. 

XIV.  If  it  is  discovered  that  you  quit  your  post, 
either  in  the  Ship  or  Lighter,  while  property  is  under 
your  charge,  wiibout  kave^  or  before  another  officer 
takes  your  station,  your  wages  will  be  forfeited,  and 

'  you  will  be  instantly  dismissed  the  service.  If  you  are 
moreover  discovered  to  be  asleep,  or  not  upon  Deck 
in  the  Lighter,  you  will  instantly  lose  your  situation. 

XV.  Lastly,  you   will   observe,  that,  in  order  toR«leesfa- 
establish  a  just  Rule  whereby  those   Constables  onfuiiP^yand 
board  of  Ships,  which  are  quickly  discharged,  may  bc^'n^'f^^Ls^ 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  others  who  remain  for  a 

great  length  of  time  doing  nothing,  that  it  has  been 
settled  by  the  Magistrates,'  that  the  following  Rule 
shall  take  place  iti  future  relative  to  the  payments  of 
wages,  namely. 


(fir  That  full  pay,  or  5/.  a  day,  shall  be  paid 
to  each  Constable  for  the  first  seven  days, 
and  afterwards  half-pay,  unices  on  those 
days  when  the  Vessel  shall  discharge  any 

part 
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time  will  be  forfeited,  and  you  will  be  dismissed 
the  Service. 

3d.  If  any  Officer  shall,  after  the  solemn  oath  he  has 
taken,  and  in  opposition  to  these  Instructions, 
prove  'so  base  and  infamous  as  to  be  concerned 
himself  in  stealing  or  pilfering  any  part  of  the 
Cargo,  Provisions,  or  Materials  of  the  Ship  he 
is  appointed  to  Guard,  however  $mall  ot  trifling 
the  same  may  be  ;  or  shall,  by  aiding  and  abetting 
others,  suffer  such  felonious  practices  to  take  place, 
or  sl^all  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Revenue 
Officers,  Mates,  Lumpers,  Watermen  or  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  Plunder,  such  Officer  shall, 
on  detection,  be  apprehended  as  a  Felon,  and  pp- 
cecded  against  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the 
Law,  at  theexpence  of  the  Institution. 

FINALLY, 

4tb«  As  the  whqie  success  of  the  design  depends  oti 
the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  Officers  employed^ 
and  as  it  is  the  firm  determjination  of  the  Magi* 
strates  to  allow  no  act  of  delinquency  to  escape 
their  notice,  and  to  use  every  means  in  their 
power  to  detect  and  bring  to  light  every  evil  prac- 
tice, or  gross  neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  Officers 
they  .employ,  it  is  understood  that  a  reward  will 
be  given,  wherever  fair  and  proper  information 
is  given,  which  shall  ultiaiately  lead  to  convic- 
tion.-—At  the  same  time  let  it  also  be  understood^ 
that  wberever  an  Officer  is  discovered  to  have 
conducted  himself  mmtoriously,  and  with  ho- 
nesty and  fidelity,  he  will  be  ranked  as  zpnfer*. 
mbli  Officer^  and  will  receive  every  possible  ea*- 
couragemeat  fioxo  the  Magistrates* 

U  w  N.  B^ 
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f'.taOQcatnit  jacts  of  pillage;  and  on  4he  .detealon  of  fuch 
<'  Oficndei^s  immediately. to  secure  them,  and  h^d  them  over* 
"  )vitjbL|the  property  stojepy  to  a  Constable  of  the  City  of 
*'  London,  or  some  Peac^? -officer,  having  legal  authority,  where 
i*  •  the^pfifj^  is  CQmmittcdf.  for  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed 
*<^:b€fofe  the  I^ord  Mayor*  or  other  Magisti^itc  having  jurisdic- 
f'ltipn,  to^e  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

V  .^xKi,you  further  swear  that  you  wilt  not,  directly  or  in- 
"  directly,  receive  any  Money,  Goods,  or  Property  of  ai\y 
**  kind,  for,  and  in  consideration  of  your  conniving  at  any 
5'  criminal  or  improper  design,  or  sufltr  the  same  to  take 
*' .  place,  in  consequence  of  any  promise  of  a  reward ;  but  con- 
**  4uct  yourself  witji  the  strictest  fidelity  and  honesty  in  the 
^*  discharge  of  all  the  duties  assigned  you, 

"  So  help  you  GOD." 


Article  L — tYou  will  have  a  particular  sution  assigned  you  by 
the  Superintending  Surveyor  of  the  Quays,  which  station  you 
are  not  to  quit,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismission^  until  you  are 
regularly  relieved. 

AriUk  IL — As  often  as  a  Marine  Police  Constable  accom- 
panies Lighters  with.  Goods,  making  a  part  of  the  Cargoes  of 
'Ships  protected  by  this  Institution,  you  will  receive  the  Lighter 
Bill  or  Bills  firom  such  Constable,  and  note  down  in  your  Cbeck- 
Book  the  day  and  hour  when  the  said  Lighter  or  Lighters  ar- 
rived, making  also  a  similar  memorandum  in  the  Constable's 
*  Book,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  return  immediately  to  his  Ship, 
and  then  all  such  Lighters  must  be  the  object  of  your  immediate 
attention,  particularly  in  the  night-time,  so  as  effectually  to 
prevent  idle  and  suspicious  persons  firom  going  on  hoard  on 
pretence  of  scraping  the  casks,  (which  must  pn  no  account  be 
suffered,)  or  with  a  view  to  obtain  plunder. — ^And  that  such 
Lighters  may  be  sufficiently  protected  s^ainst  depredation,  it  is 

o  u  2  expected 
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'  spillings  of  Sugar,  Cofftcvor  other  Articles;  and  when  you 
see  such  practices  going  forward,  yclu  will  instantly  apprise  the 
Wharfinger  of  (he  same,  that  means  may  be  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Article  Vl\. — When  large  qnantiiics  of  Sugars,  or  other 
Goods,  arc  piled  upon  the  Qiiays  and  Wharfs  where  you  are 
stationed,  you  will  be  doubly  diligent  in  your  duty,  by  moving 
constaiuly  .round  them,  so  as  to  prevent  Persons  in  search  ot 
Plunder  from  having  time  to  carry  their  evil  designs  into  effect 

ArticU  VIII. — When  visited  and  hailed  in  the  night  by  the 
Police  Surveyors  on  the  River,  you  arc  to  be  regular  in  answer- 
ing their  call. — Any  neglect  or  omission,  in  this  respect,  will 
be  construed  into  an  absence  from  your  Post,  and  will  not  only 
occasion  a  forfeiture  of  your  Wages  then  due,  but  will,  if 
actual  absence  is  proved,  occasion  your  immediate  dismission 
from  the  Service, 

ArticU  IX. — In  the  execution  of  your  duty,  you'll  con- 
duct yourself  with  the  utmost  civility  and  attention  to  the 
Revenue  Officers  and  Wharfingers,  and  aflbrd  to  each  every 
assistance  in  your  power  when  required. 

Article  X. — ^You'll  make  a  regular  Report  of  every  occur- 
rence to  your  Surveyor ;  who  is  hereby  instructed  to  form  the 
same  into  a  General  Report,  for  the  Inspection  of  the  Magi- 
strates. 

'  You  win  keep  yourselves  constantly  sober,  and  use  no  intetn- 
perate  or  provoking  language  to  any  person,  and  be  particularly 
careful  never  to  shew  your  Arms,  or  to  use  them  on  any  oe« 
casion,  but  in  ^our  own  defence.  It  isi  at  the  same  time,  t3^ 
pected  that  you  are  to  be  firm,  vigilant,  and  alert  in  the  execu- 
tion of  your  duty,  and  to  use  every  prudent  endeavour  to  pro* 
tect  the  property  under  your  charge  from  tVaite^  Plunder^  or 
injurf  ofanj  lind.^-hs^  where  such  injury  is  sustained  by  care- 
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I.  You  lie  to  be  punctual 


dasmiaiion  :  or<  of  having  jour  wages  due  fxxxn  the  preccdbg 
wedky  either  mulked,  or  totally  forfeited^  at  the  dixtctioa  of 
the  Magistrates*  according  to  the  circumstaoces  of  the  case. 

II.  In  the  execution  of  your  Duty,  you  are  to  conduct  your- 
selfy  at  all  tinies»  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  discrt^tion. 
You  are  to  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  detecting  unlawful  prac« 
tices  on  the  River,  and  firm  and  active  in  the  apprehension  of 
offenders.  In  executing  this  or  any  other  duty,  no  insolent  or 
violent  expressions  are  to  be  used ;  nor  are  you  permitted  oti 
any  pretence,  to  utter  profane  Oaths  or  Imprecations,  or  return 
any  bad  language  for  the  abuse  you  may  receive  upon  the  River. 
If  you  are  assaulted  or  obstructed  in  the  execution  of  your  Duty* 
on  lodging  a  Complaint  before  the  Magistrates,  the  law  will  af- 
ford you  a  ready  remedy.  At  no  time  are  you  to  make  use  of 
arms  but  in  self-defence,  and  never  until  you  are  attacked*  and 
have  no  othec  means  of  securing  yourself  again3t  danger. 

III.  On  all  occasions  where  you  know  or  receive  informa- 
tion of  any  illegal  or  felonious  act,  either  actually  committed^ 
or  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect  upon,  the  River  Thames* 
you  are  to  give  notice  of  the  same  immediately  to  your  Sur« 
veyor*  or  in  his  absence  to  the  House  Surveyor  or  the  Magis- 
trates. 

rV.  You  are  to  consider  your  powers  and  doty  xa  he  eeiw 
fined  wholly  to  offences  cooMHitted  on  the  River :  (alwaya  iiodcr 
thedireflion  of  your  Surveyor:]  This,  however*  is  not  to  pre- 
clude you,  when  fo  direSed,  from  following  Offenders  detected 
on  the  water,  and  even  to  apprehend  them  aftet  they  land  if  not 
pcaeticaUe  beiiire ;  but  in  no  other  case  are  you  to  intei^fiafe* 

V.  You  are  hereby  directed  to  be  particularly  careful  of  <hc 
boat  iu  which  you  are  employed  as  a  rower,  and  to  see  that 
such  boat  is  never  placed  in  a  situation  to  receive  injury.  It  is 
also  your  duty  to  pay  due  obedience  to  the  orders  of  your  Sur- 
vcyocf  and  to  secure  the  Oars,  Bont^h^oi,  Tilh  and  all  other 

arlicIeSy 
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breakage  of  casks  aiul  p.  ckagcs ;  but  that  with  a  vte\v  to-d^tec* 
tion*.  you  will  r^larly  search  or  assist  in  searching  all  Lumpen 
on  their  leaving  the  ship  in  wliich  they  are  employed.  Having 
further  promised  and  sworn  to  obey  the  Orders  and  Instructions 
of  the  Magistrates  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  ail  abuses 
in  thedlscharge  of  the  ships  and  vessels  assigned  you.  In  com* 
plying  with  tliese  solemn  engagements  you  are  carefully  ^d 
punctually  to  attend  to  the  following 

• 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

I.  You  are  to  comply  strictly  with  the  Conditions  ex<r 
plained  in  the  printed  Rules,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Ship-mas- 
ter and  yourself,  on  your  first  imdertaking  the  discharge.  You 
are  to  select  the  best  men  that  can  be  found,  both  as  Holders 
and  Dickers,  rejecting  all  who  are  known  to  be  notorious  bad 
characters.  You  are  to  stipulate  with  each  Lumper  you  cm* 
ploy,  that  he  shall  carry  with  him  his  breakfast  and  dinner  on 
)>oard,  and  shall  not  be  permitted,  on  any  pretence,  to  leave 
the  ship  utitil  the  work  for  the  day  is  finished,  that  every  ex- 
ertion shall  be  used  to  promote  dispatch  in  discharging  the 
ship,  and  in  preventing  the  wilful  breakage  of  Casks,  where- 
by Sugar,  CoSee,  or  other  ^iclcs  may  be  spilled  or  wasted. 

II.  You  will  be  careful  that  the  Lumpers  you  employ  shall 
have  no  apparel  with  large  pouches  or  pockets,  calculated  to 
conceal  plunder ;  nor  any  small  pumps  known  by  the  name 
of  'Jiggers t  Bladders  with  Nozles,  pouches,  bags,  socks,  or  vts- 
sels  of  any  kind,  whereby  plunder  may  be  obtained,  concealed, 
^d  conveyed  away.  If  such  articles  are  found,  it  will  be  your 
^ty  to  detain  the  same,  and  convey  information  immediately 
to  the  Magistrates,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  give  chai^  of  the 
lOilbndcr  or  Offenders  to  the  Ship  Conftables. 

III.  It  is  understood  that  during  the  six  months  from  Lady- 
Day  to  Michaelmas,  you  are  to  begin  working  at  Six  o*Clock 
fn  the  Morning,  and  not  to  leave  off  until  Six  in  the  Evenii^: 

kmoA 


quired— and  then  to  proceed  in 
the  ship  to  be  washed  complen 
good  condiiioo.  and  tfac  fiic-i 
the  C(»naianding  Officer  on  b 

V.  In  cases  where  Rum  m 
Pkincbeons  and  Hogsheads  in 
ftnick  down  and  placed  in  a  pn 
uiRplcd,  or  if  necessary,  to  be  h 
for  the  discharge  of  Sugars,  and 

VI.  During  the  diichaige  of 
under  jrourcontioul,  it  will  bee 
all  times,  or  to  depute  a  trusty 
absence,  for  whom  you  arc  to  be 

VII.  As  a  Master  Lumper 
of  this  Institution,  it  is  to  be 
be  subject  to  the  occasional  ^ 
who  are  to  in.^pcct  your  conduc 
«ver  appears  to  them  to  fv  -.«>: 
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« 

And  if  It  shall  bcf  fodrld  that  you  act  in' any  respect  utiworthy 
of  the  mist  reposed  in  yoni  you*  will  be  dismissed  fiom  the' 
employment. 

dasriy.  The  Stiperintendam  of  Lxmfet^  for  the  time  bdng, 
ii^  indicted  to  make  regular  Reports  of  the  good  or  bad  con* 
diKt  of  Master  Lumj^ers  in  the  se^ceof  this  Institution.  It 
ilKto  be  understood',  thiit  all  who  conduct  themselves  meritorous- 
ly^inKll  receive  proteo.ion  and  encouragement  from  the  Magts« 
trateSy  who  will  order  their  services  to  be  placed  upon  a  repstcar 
to  be  ketH  for  the  purpose,  in  (he  Office  for  Lumpers. 

On  the  contrary,  such  Master  Lutanpers  as  shall  appear 
careless  or  inattentive,  or  shall  act  corruptly  or  contrary  to  the 
Instructions  herein  contained,  will  be  inlmcdiately  discharged 
tonttike  room  for  others  who  are  more  deserving. 


■5 


General  Observations  on  the  whole  of  the  preeed' 
ihg  InstrucfionSy  to  the  Officdtt  of  the  Marine  foUce 
histifution. 

On  considering  these  Instructions^  as  they  ap^d^  t»  the 
various  classes  of  Officers  employdd  iri-  the  diS^nt  Depart- 
ments  of  the  Institution,  the  Redder  will  observe  ho#  much 
amtiety  is  discovered,  not  only  to  eni^re  p)\ideffk:ef  aiid  dis^ 
cretiqn  in  the  execution  of  their  Dofy,  bat  also  to  g^akd  theat' 
agnnst  impurity  and  improper  coifducr. 

T6  attain  this  object,  not  only  have  thefe  ImffuifUm 
bedn  prothulgated  at  different  times,  as  etpetience  Suggesfoi 
neW  cbjpcti  re()uiring  the  attention  0[  Magistrates ;  but  thef 
haive  been  unceasingly  accompanied^  and  enforced'  by  the  Stroflg-' 
fit  injimctionr,  as  often  as  occasions  accuftedr  where  such  in- 

ime  necessary* 

Yet, 


prompt  and  aevMc.. 

As  ihc  syaaa  h,  maiuiid.  i 
dtvtlopcd.  D«,l„ru|  and  i„„ 
diareed.  and  ihose  only  „,^ed 
■iottd  dmge  has  betn  prefer™ 
bcemenaincd,  ifcai  by  dtgrets  s 
cable,  as  will  secure  a  Kihrul 
tnists  repoKd  i„  ,he  various  O 
aysreo  heretofore  devised' admilt 
vtstigation,  combinr^  iviu,  ,he  s 
ponish. 

■  The  whole  rrf  these  InMioain 
and  ihe  nalnre  of  this  pan  of  t 
length  than  might  otherwise  seem 
the  information  which  it  convei 
g"at  Commenial  I'ons.  J,  i,  ^ 
plications  which  h„e  been  „^e 
Oon.  ftom  Liverpool  and  Hull. 
teW,;aswrlla.  f„m„rte,pla' 
petty  passes  in  tnnsi,.  ,h„  „^i„ 
•*w«iniIartcaiDtation«^v:«.  _.j 
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iTierchandi?e,  to  a  rreat  extent,  is  in  the  course  of  being  cither 

.laden  or  discharged. 

Itis]^ainfui  to  the  feelings  of  a  benevulont  mind,  to  witness 
50  mar.y  instances  of  t!:is  species  of  turpitude ;  but  as  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Author,  in  all  that  has  been  rcconled  or  suggested  in 

'this  Work,  is  to  put  a  period  to  the  evil,  by  mild  and  lenient 
measur  s  of  prevention,  it  must  prove  in  effect  a  real  act  of 
humanity  to  those  wlio  have  been  already  contaminated,  and 

•who,  by  the  means  now  suggested,  shall  be  restrained  from  a 
repetition  of  similar  offences,  which  might  ultimately  lead  to 

•  severe  ptmishments,  to  the  ruin  of  themselves  and  their  inno- 
cent offspring. — Nor  is  it  to  be  considered  as  less  productive  of 

'good  to  those  hitherto  untainted,  who,  but  for  such  an  Institu- 
tion,  might  have  been  unguardedly  sedtice<l  from  the  paths  of 

"^honest  industr)',  into  a  situation  equally  deplorable  and  calamit- 

"ous. 


I 


No.  VII. 


Marifie  Police  Es/ahJisfmicnf,  No.  250,  TVapping  New- 
Stairs,  under  the  sanction  of  Go\'crnme7ity  and  at 
the  earnest  desire  of  the 

MERCHANTS  and  SHIP-OWNERS. 


A   CAUTION. 


For  the  express  purpose  of  rescuing  the  Port  of  London 
from  the  great  injury  and  disgrace  which  has  arisen  from  l!he 
mormons  Pillage  and  Plunder  which  has  lierctofoit  prevailed 
on  board  of  West-India  and  other  Ships,  and  in  Lightens  con- 
veying Cargoes  on  shore,  as  well  as  upon  Legal  Quays' where 

Goods 


•r  W)y.«njdc  whattnever,  ca 
.Malcrial,,  of  ,nv  Ship  a  Vea 

kii»g  ail  Oftaicrs  M  J„i,i„  , 
It  B  tlierdbii:  irepd  ,to  ^lii 

iKnprifmcifpmons  eidi,r»( 
.ontomlof  sijp,  „,^„ji,^ 
lioni  nailing  f,«  even  with  ,|,e 
«!»  "licici,  a,,  incaseoldti, 
noHiing  can  prevent  ihcignomin 
•ml  the  uliiouK  piuiillimcnt  in 


No.  V 

Smmurji  view  of  a  Bill  fur 

iion  of  dt^tdetims  en 

EXPtANATOBy   IN 

Thi  Bumboai  An  -  i-i._    , 


APPCK1>13C^  tNO.  VIII.  671 

What  the  Act  contributes,  is  confined  to  penalties  and  legal 
powen.  The  Office  furnishes  civil  Guards,  properly  equipped 
and  armed,  for  the  execution  of  those  powers.  The  expence 
of  these  Guanis  being  defrayed  by  a  sii^le  branch  of  the  Trade, 
fviz.  the  West-India,)  out  of  twenty*eight  and  more  that  may 
be  distinguidied,  the  immediate  effects  of  the  protection  aflForded 
by  them,  have  of  course  been  confined  to  that  single  branch  of 
Trade. 

,  To  substitute,  to  this  scanty  and  occasional  Aachment,  a 
inoie  permanent  as  well  as  stronger  force,  commensurate,  in 
point  of  numbers  as  well  as  funds, .  to  the  extent  of  the  demand 
at  furnished  by  the  whole  Trade,  (not  to  speak  of  his  Majesty's 
^ting  property,)  is  one  main  object  of  this  Bill : — to  give  the 
Jtquisite  extension  of  those  penalties  and  those  powers,  is  tiie 
ctber*  From  what  has  been  done  by  the  one,  with,  such  in- 
adequate means,  as  v«rell  as  under  numerous  disadvantages,  what 
trould  be  done  with  adequate  means,  legal  as  well  as  pecuniary, 
uny  be  uiterred* 

In  proportion  as  the  following  sketch  is  summary,  the  word- 
ing could  not  but  be  loose  :  but  in  the  Bill  itself,  noihing  can 
exceed,  in  point  of  anxiety,  the  care  that  has  been  taken  for  the 
security  of  innocence,  and  for  divesting  power  of  the  faculty  of 
abuse. 

If  explanations  of  the  grounds  of  the  Bill,  in  point  of  reason 

and  experience,  be  desired,  they  may  be  found,  in  a  degree  of 

detail  rather  beyond  what  is  most  customary,  in  the  preambles, 

by  which  several  of  the  Sections  are  introduced* 

I 

PROVISIONS   OF   THE   BILL, 

rl*  Obnjkral  Prxamble. — Power  to  his  Majesty  to  esta- 
Miah  a  Police*OiEce,  at  or  oear  Wapping  New-Stairs,  under 
the  name;  of  the  ntmus  BilU^-Office.  Three  Juices,  (two 
fd  tbem  tO::  sit .  consointly,)  with  special  powers  hereio-after 
QienMnid,  under  the  name  of  Special  Justices,   $  i.    Pro- 

a  visions 


o  I  Ji:i»l!cs*6n  by  p  ■rs.^..>  ,nh: 
owcfs  of  C.>r.>rjb!i.s,  Tor  ins 
Con=I..b:■^.      '.''fwno  1:2  l-y, 


In  ilw!  "i  rii 
$  3  and  +. 


II 


III.  For  d.(u\::.v  j'A  i:xh  1 

taare  m-ernml  a'.\,\,  (i,,.  cxprr 

(the  ruiiil  for   ilni  iiiriuis*  b- 

of  The  0<fi.cl-un.!;.,|^,  ."liar 

Thaims  P,.licc  CJuard  1mii,J  ;  t, 

J5uiics,  impiisetl  on  ik-  several  . 

specified  proportions,  adju-ttd  t*. 

j5-9-'o-ii.     PajnKiitsu-;ir: 

tiUim.,x:r  Ctiiific-icorpaynit 

niscd,  ayt  to  txcccd  to,ircoi.  p 

to  any  amodijt.  $9.     Forth;,, 

CommiKsioners,  ttrmcd  Tiic  1  iiai 

to  he  chosen,  one  out  of  estli  of 

PtTsons  cftiitributiiig  to  tlic  Fur: 

the  bady  of  Commiseioners— I*r( 
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Meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Special  Justices.  §  13.  Powers 
for  appointing  Subordinates,  viz.  Collector^  Treasurer,  Cashier, 
and  Auditors;  the  Auditors  out  of  their  own  number,  and 
unpaid — Powers  to  Auditors  for  examining  upon  Oath.  §  la. 
-—For  manifest  unfitness,  a  Commissioner  may  be  suspended 
by  his  brethren;  and,  on  their  representation,  dismissed  by 
King  in  Council.  $  51. 

IV.  Provisions  for  securing  the  good  behaviour  of  Working 
Lumpers,  (labourers  employed  in  the  lading  arul  unlading  of 
Ships,)  and  their  Masters. — ^The  Master  Lumpers  not  to  act 
without  a  licence  granted  by  the  above  Commissioners,  or  the 
SpecUil  Justices. — Licence  discretionary,  as  in  case  of  Ale- 
Houses.  $  15.  Working  Lumpers,  not  without  being 
legisiercd,  §  i6.  Working  Lumpers,  quitting  work, 
puniihable  as  other  labourers  are,  under  6  Geo.  II.  cap. 
^5*  §  18 •  Power  to  Commissioners  to  make  regulations 
for  the  Government  of  Lumpers.  ^  19.  Lumpers'-  Con<- 
nacts,  as  particularized  under  heads,  to  be  roistered  at  the 
Oflke,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  conditions  of  the 
engagement,  thereby  prercnting  disputes,  and  rendering  the 
parties  responsible  and  forth-coming.  §  20.  Special  Justices 
to  be  furnished  with  the  names  and  abodes  of  the  Lumpers  em*> 
ployed  on  board  each  Ship  ;  as  also  of  the  Coopers,  Water- 
men, and  Lightermen.  §  11. 

V.  Power  to  Commissioners  for  making  ceitain  rotations 
ffdadveto  apparel,  by  prohibiting  habiliments  contrived  (as  at 
pfesent)  for  secreting  plunder ;  and  for  establishing  distinctions 
tifliUe  at  a  distaiKX,  between  persons  having  business  on  the 
spot,  and  persons  not  having  business ;  and  betwreen  persons 
in  authority,  and  persons  not  in  authority.  §  17. 

VI.  Provinons  specially  applied  to  Ships,— Ship-Constables 

X  X  to 
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to  be  ■atianed  by  the  S)«cial  JuttKH,  on  catain  %ams,  tfAf  ^ 
iotaocc  of  0«ncTi  nr  Coittigntra.  $  1J.  Nu  Penan  to  be 
clMf{[nl  ItMM  A  Watehman,  who  t-tis  not  been  sworn  in  u  > 
Ship^Conuablc : — Any  fii  pcrun  recomtncntlcd  by  ihe  Ship'i 
Hutbant),  itull  be  maik  i  Ship-Coniuble.  $  ^S-  Powcn  u 
the  above  Siinc)«ft.  fur  viiiling  Ships  ^ucoing  ibe  9H(t> 
Cot>!nbtcxi  Mv)  insj:ir^ir<g  the  cotuJtia  of  Lumperi,  Coofa% 
&c  $34-  ^hip-Muidi  lokecp  fj^dcrrdup  all  the  Avcnun 
lo  the  HbM,  but  one  i  ami  (hut  loo,  when  gcwds  aic  ool  £>- 
charging.  $  33.  Vwitn  10  the  Ship- MaKcm  »)d  Matter* 
Lumpcii  for  snatching  Worlun|;  Lumpctt;  Maitcr-Lumpai 
bound  so  to  do.  luidcr  a  pciultjr,  besides  retpotmXtlhy  for 
■pecilk-lou.  ^  35.  Powers  Ut  Comniiastoncrs,  at  the  iaasKC 
of  OM-ners  aiwJ  OnilgrccSi  to  apfUMOl  Sltij>  Imyecoai  fbr 
at'ii^  !>pilUi^R,  ilraitungi,  &c.  anil  thenby-  prcTcnting  iriliiil 
waatc.  ^  ^l.  (jcnml  power*  lu  Cuaiminioncrs  to  oukr  1^ 
gubiions  rcUiivc  10  the  thipptng,  unlatEng,  landing,  ware- 
houMng,  aiMl  umptii^  goods,  tor  ihc  pinaition  of  wwie^  k- 
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examination  of  the  delinquent,  (as  under  the  Buraboat  Act,  and 
Stolcn-Metal  Act)  where,  on  rr gular  proof,  it  would  be  Felony  ; 
and  for  attaching  upon  the  practice  of  depredation,  in  such 
stages  of  its  progress,  as  arc  previous  or  subsequent  to  the 
felonious  act. — Vlisdemcanor  to  have  concealed  instrunients  for 
drawing  off  Liquour.  §  32.  Misdemeanor  to  throvir  goods 
overboard  to  prevent  discovery  : — ^when  it  is  from  a  Boat,  Power 
for  apprehending  tlie  Crew.  §  34. 

IX.  Powers  of  Search,  Seizure,  and  Arrest,  exercisable  on 
View,  on  suspicion  of  Petty  Thefts  committed  in  Ships, 
Lighters,  Boats,  ice.  Landing  Places,  and  W^rchou^s.  Tlic 
offence  punishable,  as  a  misdemeanor,  with  a  slight  penalty,  as 
above.  §  33. 

X.  Powers  of  Search,  &c.  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  a 
supposed  Receiver's.  The  offence,  in  default  of  a  .regular 
proof,  punishable  as  a  misdemeanor — The  Bumboat  act 
amended  in  this  behalf.  §  33.  43.  Powers  for  tracing  sus- 
pected goods  through  any  nimibcr  of  hands ; — another  amend- 
ment of  the  Bumbuat  Act.  §  37.  Penalty  for  fabricating  fal^e 
Bills  of  Parcels,  to  cover  suspected  goods.  §36.  Receivers, 
not  authorized  merely,  but  bound,  (under  a  slight  penalty,)  to 
stop  persons  bringing  (siiip)  goods  to  them,  under  suspicioiis 
circumstances.  §  38.  To  render  the  criminal  intercourse 
dangerous  on  both  sides,  indemnity  to  Thieves,  convicting  Re- 
ceivers of  iilony  01  misdemeanor,  as  the  case  may  be.  §  39. 

XL  Provision  for  preventing  the  carrying  off  entire  Lighters 
with  their  Cargoes,  (a  frequent  offence.) — Commissioners  may 
appoint  Tickets,  the  want  of  which  shall  be  a  ground  of 
suspicion,  warranting  Constables  to  search,  &c.  a  Lighter  na- 
vigated at  suspicious  hours.  §  27. 

XII.  Special  provision  in  regard  to  Coals. — Misdemeanor  to 

carry 

6 
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26.  f .  40.  Manifed  Aft         •  -         399"^40* 
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38.  f.  Ivi.  Coals             -             .             -               4^2 
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African  trade ^  (and  Cape  of  Good  Hope)  amount  of  de- 
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Aierney  (Ifle  of)  vide  Guernfey.  * 
America^  United  States  of;  plunder  on  the  trade  to  and 

from  -  -  -  -         119,422 

]f  (limated  to  amount  to  io,oool.  a  year         -  117 

American  Ship  Mafters,  their  approbation  of  the  river  police      259 
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S^^l^Sy  fee  Craft, 
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Amj|^^|6  ikfnsfull  drawa«froiD  one  Guirn^  fliip  135 
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Amount  of  depredations  on  this  trade  c(lim«ted 
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fy(!em  relative  to  emplo)ing  them  .  214 
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Copper,  depredations  on,  calculated  by  the  favings  in 
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Orflft^  numb:r  in  a^ual  fervice  in  the  Port  of  London  in 

1796  (tabic)  .  -  15 
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NIGHT  PLUNDERERS  '     ^ 

RATCATCHERS 
RECEIVERS 

REVENUE  OFFICERS  " 

RIVER  PIRATES 
SCUFFLE  HUNTERS 
WAREHOUSES 
WATCHMEN 
WATERMEN. 
[For  the  amount  of  depredationf  on  4ach  branch  of 
trade.  See  Eaft  India  Trade.   Weft  India  Trade^  &c. 
&c.  in  this  Index— The  Table  in  page  X54;  andar** 
tides  Li'virpool^  Severn,  &c] 
Docks.    See  kTet  Doch ;  H^tt  Dock  Aa ;  Wefi-lndia  Docl 

Company, 
Dock-Majtcrs^  to  be  appointed  by  the  Weft  India  Dock 

Company  .  -  371 

Dock-yards,  riots  in,  how  punifhable  -  '   508 

Drnm-kog/beads'^iach  as  have  fuffered  firom  plunder  60 


Soft  India  Company,  firft  chartered  A.  D.  IJ99  •  c 

Its  furprizing  progrefs  -  •  5,  o 

Import,  to  the  value  of  Six  Millions  and  a  half 
annually  -  -  96 

Ea/t  India  Trade,  a  detail  of  the  depredations  on  -        88,  97 

Eftimated  to  amount  to  25,000).  a-year  96 

China  Ships,  plunder  at  Blackwall  on  92,  3,  4 

The  benefits  conferred  on  it  by  the  River  Police        239 

Eaftland  Company^  chartcretl  A.  D.  1579  -     .  5 

Exc^e,    See  Cuftoms. 

Export  Trade,  tfiftances  of  plunder  on  •  xa7,  245, 4 

F. 

FinoHCi  Cmmitfet^ihtxr  opinion  on  the  perplexed  ftate 

of  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms  «  387 

Their  opinion  on  fi^es  paid  to  Revenue  Officers  405—407 
ftre  in  Ships  and  Veflels,  penalties  and  puiiiihnients  im- 

pofed,  in  order  to  prevent  it  -  462,  6 

Regulations  under  the  Wet  Dock  A€t  againft 

accidents  by  fire  -  -  465 

jPifi — feldom  eaten  by  the  poor  in  London  •  436 

The  frauds  praAiled  in  order  to  ketp  up  its 

price  •  w  436—439 

Abridged  Digeft  of  the  Laws  rei^editig  the  Im- " 
portation  and  Sale  of  Fiih  m  the  Port  of 
London  •  436-*44i.  and  (ee  304,  5 
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fiamhurgb  Ship-maders,  their  teftitnooy  of  the  prottdion 

aiforded  to  their  Trade  By  the  River  Police  24o 

Harhwr^mafurty  ta  be  appointed  by  the  Corporation  of 

London,  under  the  Wet  Dock  A&  319,  356 

fiarpooners  in  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery,  exempted 

from  being  imprefled  -  •  512 

Harriott y  John,  £fq.  recommended  by  the  Mjcrchants  and 

Planters  to  be  the  Refident  Magiftrate  at  the 

River  P.oltce  Offire  161  &  ju 

Hats^  fine,  manufaftured  by  Jewi  from  ftolen  fun  1 16 

Hanvkers,  See  Bumh^ats* 

hemp^  inftances  of  audacious  plunder  on  •  53 

ConQderablc  quantities  recovered   in  confe* 

queoce  of  the  River  l^olice  inHitution  240 

He^iy-lwfemen*     See  D<u  plundtren* 
HoUdJult    trade  with,    depredatbns  on,    efiimated  at 

lo^oool.  ayear  -  -  J26 

Ilorfesy  the  (aving  of  their  labour  and  provifiou  by  u'a- 

ter-carriage  -  .  -  497,  t 

Houfeheepers  in  London,  a  daufe  in  the  Ballaft  AA, 

^2  G.  II.  c.  i^.  important  to  be  obferved  by 

them  -  -  •  .  jjj 

Hf/^s.    See  Craft. 
HudfifCi  B(y  Cmpgnj^  charnpred  by  Car.  ^.  iu  16S1  7 

I  and  J, 

Jafy^  (Ifle  of)  vice  Guernfiy. 

Jiggerj^  fmall  pumps  ufed  tor  the  purpose  of  Healing  fpi- 

rits  -  -  -  -  6r 

/^/r^xrj^— what  feamen  exempted  from  ;  fee  ScameH^^ 
Mantle  Sofiety, 

freia/ui^Trzdd  with),  depredation  on,   efiimated  at 

5,oocl.  a-ycar  -  -  -  «35»  6 

J/is  Rivet'-^AciB  for  improving  the  qavigatipn  of,  476—489 

JurifJ'Mon  over  the  River  Thames.  See  Thamei^  lAndon, 

jfuftkes  o/tbc  Peace :  [for  their  jurifdidion  refpeding  of- 
fences on  the  River,  fee  the  icveral  (latutef 
quoted.] 

K. 
JCing — His  jurifdidion  over  the  River  Thamff  989 — 297 

L. 

^of^/ Cpal  Meters  Offices,  digefted  Abridgments  of  the 

Ads  edabli filing  them  -        -         452"~4S9 
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Lumpers    Contrafted  view  of  the  prefent  and  former  me- 
thod of  emploving  them  -  211 — 214 
Idafter  Lumpers ;  numher  employed  in  vari- 
ous trades^  aad  propofal  for  ticen&ng  them    277  Ac  s« 

M.      . 

Man^  I(le  of,  vide  Guernfey. 

Manifeft  AH — Abridged  Digeft  of  -  ,  !3L  39S^~~'40^ 

Marine  Police  Office  vide  River  Police. 

Marine  Society^  incorporated  by  12  Geo.  III.  c.  67.       '  ^29 

Apprentices  bound  by  this  Society*   exempt 

from  being  imprelTed  'till  18  years  old  530 

Mariners,     See  Seamen. 
Mates  of  Ships,  many  of  them  engaged  in,  and  connive 

at  pillage        -  -  -  58, 99.  i6(;  n,  166 

The  number  of  fuch  delinquents,  efHmated  at 

^00  -  -         163 — 166;  198 

Mates — ^Their  wages  *  fhould  be  advanced  and  regulated 

by  Law  -  -  164 ». 

Mates     (Of  American  Ships)  as  corrupt  as  the  Brittfli  120 

Mediterranean  Trade,  i^ide  Turkey. 
Merchants*  Seamen's  Charity,  for  fallori  wounded,  dif- 

abled,  &c,   in  the  Merchants'  fcrvice,  fifft 

founded  by  20  Geo.  JL  c.  28.  518,  $19,  530 

Mooring'chains  in  the  River  292,  298  n,  462,  3  ;  466,  7 

Mitdlarks — A  clafs  of  River  depredators  -  58,  232 

Their  number  about  800  -  -  184 

N- 

Navigation  jiHs ;  a  general  view  of  their  Spirit  4Uid  Prin- 
ciple .  .  ,  ^32 — 53S 
Navigable  Rivers,  offences  in               -                  •              530 — 532 
Nigljt  Plunderers,  the  nature  of  their  depredations  ex- 
plained            .          ^         .                 .     .        ^2—61 
Confill  chiefly  of  watermen  connected  with  re- 
ceivers               -                -                    -  52 
'Their  mode  of  conveying  away  plunder                 S3"^5^ 
This  clafs  of  delinquents  much  increafcd           -  57 
The  clafs  denominated  Lij;ht  horfcmen,  com- 

pofed  of  gangs  of  receivers,  coopers,  &c.   58 — 61,  233 
Their  number  formerly  about  200 ;  but  now 

decreafed  -  -  -190 

O. 

0/7,  indance  of  an  immenfe  quantity  plundered  from  one 

cargo       .    .        .     "         .  -  72 

Out-ports  of  Great  Britain,  vide  Goading  Trade 
Owners  of  ShipS|  &c.  ;>ee  Ship-Qv/ncr^. 
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iV/  ■-*  Duty  in  t^ntlon 
i'ailtaJ  (Utike  of]  .Tlie  countenance  an- 

forded  by  hi^  Grace  to  the 

efleiilinl  hrvke 
^wrtjui  Trade,  Depredations  on,  elliin. 
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fuiJic  Stom  in  the  Riyeis  Thames  at>d  : 
uillage  oil,  much  cheikcd  bv  i 
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(iifpofal  of  ftolen  goods  -  50""S4»  fi«  ^8 

Introduced  into  American  (hips,  through  the 

medium  of  game  Revenue  Officers        -  ill 

Of  commercial  and  public  property  plundered 
in  the  River ;  their  various  clafles  and  de- 
vices detailed  ...  190—197 
General  review  of  the  numbers,  efiimated  at 

550  .  .  ;  .  197 

Avarice,  the  great  caufe  of  iheir  crimes  -  19K 

I'he  opulent  dafs  the  mod  dangerous  -  19* 

Canyon  fu«;ar  refineries  with  Itolen  fiigar      -  ib. 

Thofe  of  an  inferior  clafs  connected  with  fmall 

grocers  and  fmugo;le'rs  -  -  J  95 

1  hofe  called  C<i/>e///£7/|  conneAed  with  Revenue 

Officers  -  -  -    '  195 

Keepers  of  old  iron,  ^c.  fhops  purchafe  cor- 
dage, &c.  plundered  from  veffl-!"*  -  ib. 
Ktrpers  of  chandler  fiiops  connc^ed  with  la- 

bouicrs  on  board  (hips,  &c. 
FiiLH.'aKs  give  credit  to' Lumpers »  and  receive 
p<iyment  by  Itolen  goods,  and  permitting 
their  houle  to  be  a  i^r.dczvous  for  journey, 
men  coopers  -  .  .  ib. 
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